
     FRAN KFURT 2026 RIGHTS GUIDE



1

   Business & Economics  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2

   Current Affairs & Politics . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 5

   Science .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 7

   Social Science .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9

   History  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  11

   Memoir & Biography  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  11

   Revised Editions  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12

   Additional Titles .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  14

    T A B L E  O F  C O N T E N T S



2

B U S I N E S S  &  E C O N O M I C S     

Michael Auerbach is executive chairman of Lamplighter 
Group, a geopolitical intelligence and strategic advisory firm 
with offices in London, New York, and Abu Dhabi, and founder 
of Subversive Capital, an investment firm focused on frontier 
markets. He previously spent over a decade as a partner at 
Albright Stonebridge Group. He serves as lead independent 

director of Canaccord Genuity and lives in New York.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

The Big Bet
Prediction Markets and the 
Future of Democracy
Michael Auerbach

“In The Big Bet, Michael Auerbach explores the past, 
present, and future of the prediction market.... This is a 
dazzling and entertaining book.... But it is also an urgent 
warning about what we might gamble away if we become 
a society that wagers on everything.”  
—Patrick Radden Keefe, author of Empire of Pain

In recent years, prediction markets have swept the world, 
fundamentally changing the nature of gambling and making 
their youthful pioneers billionaires. Quickly outpacing traditional 
political polling in accuracy, these markets have made headlines 
for portending shocking events—from Donald Trump’s 2024 victory 
over Kamala Harris to the capture of Nicolas Maduro. But are these 
markets really a new phenomenon? And what does it mean when 
those tasked with safeguarding democracy hold financial stakes in 
its volatility? 

From wagers on papal conclaves in Renaissance Rome to the 
Pentagon’s ill-fated terrorism futures exchange to blockchain-
based betting on Polymarket today, The Big Bet tells the gripping 
five-hundred-year story of this unregulated, multibillion dollar 
industry. Drawing on deep expertise, Michael Auerbach examines 
how these markets are changing our world and what they mean for 
the future of our democratic self-governance. 

As Auerbach shows, prediction markets are not an anomaly—they 
are the logical endpoint of a society that applies market capitalism 
to every aspect of life. Facing a world where everything is a wager 
and nothing is off limits, The Big Bet urges us to ask: What happens 
when democracy becomes another commodity?

Basic Books
January 2027 
Economics/Current Affairs
352 p.
Editor: Brian Distelberg
Agent: Jim Levine, Levine 

Greenberg Rostan
Translation Rights
Manuscript Available
Rights Sold:

UK & C – Bodley Head/Random 
   House
Russian – Goods4You

First book on prediction 
markets in the market!
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       B U S I N E S S  &  E C O N O M I C S

Marcus Collins is an award-winning marketer and cultural 
translator. He is the recipient of Thinkers50’s Radar Award for “the 
idea most likely to shape the future of business management,” the 
former chief strategy officer at Wieden+Kennedy NYC, a clinical 
assistant professor at University of Michigan, and the bestselling 
author of For the Culture. He lives in Ann Arbor, Michigan.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

ALSO FROM  
MARCUS COLLINS

Good Soil
How the Right Organizational Culture Helps People Grow, 
Teams Flourish, and Companies Thrive
Marcus Collins

The bestselling author of For the Culture reveals how 
organizational culture really works—and how you can harness its 
power to lead your team to success.

Do you wonder why your organization can’t seem to realize its full 
potential? Why impressive new hires fail to thrive? Or why your thoughtful 
corporate mission statement has zero impact on your bottom line? To solve 
these mysteries and more, you first need to understand your organization’s 
culture. More than personnel, resources, or strategy, it’s culture that 
determines whether an organization succeeds or fails. But most leaders 
have a superficial or incomplete understanding of what organizational 
culture actually is and how it works—and few know how to activate it to 
supercharge their teams.

In this groundbreaking book, bestselling scholar Marcus Collins reveals 
how to decode and optimize organizational culture. Organizational culture, 
he argues, is the backstage of a company that allows its front-stage to 
flourish. Drawing on his academic expertise and decades of corporate 
experience, Collins shows leaders how to fine-tune their organization’s 
culture to help their teams grow and their employees flourish.

Filled with advice on everything from making the right hires to navigating 
organizational transformation, Good Soil is the essential guide to fostering 
a thriving culture—and leading a winning organization.

Basic Venture
February 2027 
Business/Leadership
352 p.
Editor: Brian Distelberg
Agent: Jeff Schreve, Curious 

Minds
World English Rights
Manuscript Available

“Good Soil is the most important book on corporate culture in 
the past decade.” —Marshall Goldsmith, Thinkers50 #1 Executive 
Coach and New York Times bestselling author of The Earned Life and 
What Got You Here Won't Get You There

“An important, timely, and highly readable book for anyone 
who cares about culture and the future of work.” —Lynda 
Gratton, Professor of Management Practice, London Business 
School, and author of Living the 100-Year Life
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B U S I N E S S  &  E C O N O M I C S     

Roger O. Crockett is an accomplished executive and trusted 
leadership consultant, writer, and speaker. The founder 
and managing partner of ROC Leadership Advisory, he 
was previously the global head of equity, inclusion & 
diversity for Western Digital, one of the world’s largest data 
infrastructure companies, and an award-winning journalist 

for BusinessWeek magazine. He lives in San Jose, California, and Chicago.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Trailblazers
Lessons in Leadership from Legendary Black CEOs
Roger O. Crockett

For today’s aspiring leaders, inspiring leadership insights 
and guidance from legendary Black CEOs

Beginning in the late 1990s, a handful of executives rose to 
become some of the first Black CEOs ever to lead Fortune 500 
powerhouses: Ken Chenault at American Express, Dick Parsons at 
Time Warner, John Thompson at Symantec, Ursula Burns at Xerox, 
and Frank Raines at Fannie Mae.

In Trailblazers, organizational advisor and journalist Roger O. 
Crockett recounts the inspiring stories of these titans and relates 
their hard-won lessons for achieving greatness amid the stunning 
lack of racial equity that still plagues us today. These trailblazers 
share an extra dose of resolve and grit, the key to their success 
despite the difficulties they tackled as Black leaders—what 
Crockett calls the “alpha-plus” mentality. Trailblazers also homes 
in on a specific quality that each wielded on their path to the top—
from a belief in the power of authentic identity, to a commitment 
to compromise, to a performance mindset—and offers readers 
guidance on how to cultivate these qualities in themselves.

The members of this group have enlightening perspectives on what 
it takes for not just Black leaders, but any leaders to make it today.

Their voices are needed now more than ever.

Basic Venture
February 2027 
Business/Leadership
304 p.
Editor: Alex Cullina
Agent: Leah Spiro, Riverside 

Creative
World Rights
Manuscript Available
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       C U R R E N T  A F F A I R S  &  P O L I T I C S

Keith Bradsher is the Beijing bureau chief for The New 
York Times. He has covered business and economics at 
the Times for thirty-seven years and received numerous 
awards for his reporting, including a Pulitzer Prize. He 
has covered China since 2002, first from Hong Kong and 
now living and reporting in mainland China since 2016.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

The Race for Rare Earths
Why China Is Winning the Contest for the World’s 
Most Critical Resources
Keith Bradsher

From a top expert based in Beijing, 
a deeply reported account of China’s 
chokehold on rare earth metals and 
what it means for the future

Rare earth metals are essential for today’s most important 
technologies, from iPhones to artificial intelligence to advanced 
missiles. They are vital for the electric cars and wind turbines needed 
to address climate change. Yet one country has achieved an almost 
total monopoly on the most coveted kinds of rare earth metals and 
has weaponized its control against the world’s democracies: China.

In The Race for Rare Earths, Pulitzer Prize–winning journalist Keith 
Bradsher reveals how a carefully crafted strategy—and other nations’ 
missteps—enabled China to dominate rare earths. When the United 
States, Europe, and Japan halted rare earth production over pollution 
and radiation fears, they outsourced the industry to China, which 
has extensive rare earth reserves. China perfected the process of 
refining rare earths while shifting much of the pollution to Myanmar. 
China is now reaping the benefits, leveraging trade embargos and 
other restrictions on rare earths to secure larger geopolitical aims.

The Race for Rare Earths is an urgent wake-up call. China’s control 
over rare earths is not a foregone conclusion, but the world must act 
now to break China’s dangerous monopoly.

PublicAffairs
April 2027 
Geopolitics
336 p.
Editor: Meagan Levinson
Agent: Esther Newberg, CAA
Translation Rights
Manuscript Available
Rights Sold:

UK & C – Macmillan

Written by one of only  
two foreign correspondents 

in China for a major American 
newspaper
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C U R R E N T  A F F A I R S  &  P O L I T I C S     

C U R R E N T  A F F A I R S  &  P O L I T I C S  

Charles Homans is a reporter 
for The New York Times and the 
Times Magazine. He lives in  
New York.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Nathan Pinkoski is a fellow at the Center for Renewing America and the Institute for Philosophy, 
Technology, and Politics. His work has appeared in the Claremont Review of Books, 
Commonweal, First Things, the Washington Examiner, and more. Pinkoski is a columnist for 
Compact and runs the Substack Lament for the Nations. He lives in Alexandria, Virginia.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Horn and Tusk
The Making of the African Wildlife Trade  |  Charles Homans
A global history of the African wildlife trade and the making of a multibillion-dollar illicit 
economy

In the early 2000s, something strange stirred in the global marketplace. Elephant tusks, rhinoceros 
horns, and other African wildlife products began fetching unheard-of prices, and a multibillion-dollar 
international black market began emptying whole wildernesses.

As journalist Charles Homans investigated this rekindled desire for some of the world’s most ancient 
prizes, he uncovered a much deeper story, one spanning centuries and countries across the planet. Horn 
and Tusk is the definitive account of how a global market dating to antiquity became a vast underground 
economy in the twenty-first century, and how it has evaded the most dogged efforts to control it. It is the 
engrossing story of how far people are willing to go in pursuit of the planet’s last great beasts, and how 
far others are willing to go to stop them.

A triumph of investigative  
storytelling, full of human drama  
and richly told, Horn and Tusk  
chronicles a centuries-long battle  
over the value and meaning of the  
natural world—a battle that continues  
today, leaving animal and human  
casualties in its wake.

PublicAffairs
February 2027 
True Crime/Science
448 p.
Editor: Meagan Levinson
Agent: Eleanor Jackson, 

Dunow, Carlson, & Lerner 
Agency

World English Rights
Manuscript Available

Silent Revolution
The End of the Liberal West  |  Nathan Pinkoski
A provocative and compelling argument that America is already a postliberal society 

The West’s victory in the Cold War appeared to mark the definitive triumph of liberalism. But just as 
the “end of history” was proclaimed, recalcitrant theorists on the right declared that liberalism had 
failed, provoking a furious debate among conservatives. Was the old liberal order worth saving, and 
what might a “postliberal” future look like?

In this incisive book, Nathan Pinkoski shows that this debate is fundamentally misconceived. Since 
the fall of the Iron Curtain, we have quietly abandoned the core tenets of the political philosophy that 
once defined the West. We are already living in a postliberal world.

At the heart of liberalism is a distinction between the state and civil society. The public authority’s 
neutrality on moral questions supposedly protects the private sphere from coercion. But that is not 
how we are actually governed. The state long ago co-opted our corporate and academic institutions 
in pursuit of geopolitical power and a progressive social agenda. This collaboration has reshaped the 
United States, the broader Western political order, and indeed Western civilization itself.

Provocative and insightful, this title utterly transforms the confused and bitter debate over 
postliberalism.

Basic Liberty
August 2027 
Politics
384 p.
Editor: Tom Spence
Agent: Michael Mungiello, 

Inkwell Mgmt.
World English Rights
Manuscript due November 

2026 
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     S C I E N C E

Chelsea L. Wood is a tenured professor in the School of Aquatic 
and Fishery Sciences at the University of Washington. She serves 
as the North American delegate to the Parasite Specialist Group 
of the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN). 
Wood is also the author of the children’s book Power to the 
Parasites! She lives in Seattle.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Netherworld
The Genius of Parasites
Chelsea Wood

“Parasites are unsung ecological heroes.  
Chelsea Wood's infectious enthusiasm will  
change your opinion of them forever.”
—Kelly Weinersmith, New York Times  
bestselling author of A City on Mars

Parasites are some of the most misunderstood creatures on the 
planet. The hundreds of thousands of species of parasitic worms, 
insects, viruses, bacteria, and fungi support nearly every ecosystem 
on Earth. And yet, for most of us, any mention of parasites is a close 
encounter of the most grotesque kind. 

In Netherworld, leading parasite researcher Chelsea Wood reveals 
the scientific truth behind our fear: While a tiny fraction  of parasite 
species threatens humans, the vast majority of these misjudged 
marvels are essential to the health of our planet—and they’re in trouble. 
With infectious curiosity (and plenty of worm jokes), Wood guides us 
around the world to show the threats parasites face and their many 
consequences. We visit Costa Rica, where banana conglomerates 
have eradicated many of the parasitoids that control banana-eating 
pests, and Japan, where a critically endangered fish species may be 
plummeting toward extinction because the parasite it depends on is 
being killed off by deforestation. 

For fans of Ed Yong and Mary Roach, Netherworld is the first book to 
uncover the fascinating—and urgent—science of our wormy neighbors. 

Basic Books
February 2027 
Science
320 p.
Editor: Ivy Givens
Agent: Renee Zuckerbrot,  

Massie McQuilkin & Altman
World English Rights
Manuscript Available

From the  
North American  

delegate to the Parasite 
Specialist Group of the 

International Union  
for Conservation  

of Nature
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S C I E N C E    

S C I E N C E    

Nicole Sharp is a science communicator and 
aerospace engineer who earned her PhD at Texas 
A&M University. She is the creator and author of the 
popular blog FYFD. A life-size 3D-printed sculpture 
of her was once displayed at the National Air and 
Space Museum. She lives in Massachusetts.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Michael Lauer, MD is the former deputy director for extramural 
research at the National Institutes of Health. A cardiologist and 
physician-scientist, he was previously a professor of medicine, 
epidemiology, and biostatistics at the Cleveland Clinic. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

How to Make a Raindrop
The Fluid Physics That Permeates Our World  |  Nicole Sharp
For fans of Humble Pi and Storm in a Teacup, an illuminating 
romp through fluid dynamics and the invisible flows that 
shape our world

When you were a child, did you ever try to run on water? Or wonder 
how rocks skip? Maybe now you just desperately want to keep food 
from sticking to your pan. Underlying these quandaries and more is 
the intriguing area of physics known as fluid dynamics. 

How to Make a Raindrop illuminates the physics that governs how things flow. We move from the 
mundane—what’s actually happening when we snore, how raindrops form and germs spread—to the 
extraordinary: singing dunes, mushrooms that make their own breeze, and, yes, a lizard that can run 
on water. Through it all, science communicator Nicole Sharp draws on the work of some of today’s 
most creative scientists, whose ingenious experiments are helping us understand vexing phenomena 
in cooking, transportation, and even public health. Fluid dynamics are at work everywhere we look, 
she shows, and they just might help us solve some of our most pressing challenges: climate change, 
microplastics pollution, global pandemics, and more.

With clarity, curiosity, and infectious wit, 
How to Make a Raindrop is the essential 
introduction to the wondrous science of 
all that flows.

Basic Books
June 2027 
Science
272 p.
Editor: Ivy Givens
Agent: Lube Ostashevsky, 

Ayesha Pande Literary
World Rights
Manuscript Available

How to Save Science   
The US Government and the Future of Biomedical Innovation 
Michael Lauer, MD
From the longtime chief of the National Institutes of Health’s $38 billion a year funding 
stream, a call to rebuild and reimagine the systems that made America the world’s leading 
scientific innovator

In 2025, the second Trump administration launched an all-out attack on science, terminating 
thousands of government grants and leaving the scientific community reeling. The sudden attack 
was successful, not because Trump’s anti-science ideas were popular, but because America’s once-
vaunted system for funding biomedical science had grown weak and politically vulnerable in the wake 
of World War II. As policymakers capitalized on the popularity of government-supported scientific 
innovations to create a system that would allow scientists to make similar discoveries untroubled by 
needless paperwork, financial worries, or interference, increased funding also brought issues as it 
grew more bloated, leading to the very problems it sought to avoid: political meddling, paralyzing 
bureaucracy, and the emergence of a hypercompetitive enterprise that hampered innovation.

As physician-scientist and former NIH grants chief Michael S. Lauer explains, simply restoring the 
old system will not address these weaknesses. Nor can the private sector 

take charge of an enterprise of this scale. This title exhorts us to reinvent 
government-funded science and catalyze future medical breakthroughs.

PublicAffairs
May 2027 
Science/Current Affairs
304 p.
Editor: Brandon Proia
Agent: Laura Gross, Laura Gross 

Literary
World Rights
Manuscript Available

First book on fluid 
dynamics for a general 

audience

Written by the  
expert on medical 

funding cuts
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     S C I E N C E

   S O C I A L  S C I E N C E

Mark Kenyon is the director of conservation for MeatEater Inc., and the author of That 
Wild Country. He is a lifelong outdoorsman and hosts the podcasts Future Wild and 
Wired to Hunt, as well as several television and film series. He sits on the national board 
of directors for Backcountry Hunters & Anglers and the National Deer Association. He 
lives with his wife and two sons in Michigan.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Spencer A. Klavan is cohost, with his father Andrew Klavan, of the Daily Wire podcast 
Klavans on the Culture and host of his own podcast, Young Heretics. An editor of the 
Claremont Review of Books, he earned his doctorate in classics from the University 
of Oxford and is the author of How to Save the West and Light of the Mind, Light of the 
World. He lives in Nashville. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Before They're Gone
The Rough-and-Tumble Fight to Save America's Wildlife  |  Mark Kenyon
An examination of today’s biodiversity crisis, foregrounding the wisdom of the hunters and 
anglers who best understand the threats America’s fish and wildlife face today

For centuries, millions of buffalo roamed the plains, trout and salmon filled rivers from bank to bank, and 
elk, bears, and deer thrived from sea to shining sea. Now, many species are in rapid decline. Amid this 
“sixth mass extinction,” conventional approaches to environmental activism have not worked.

To save our wildlife, we must turn to the unconventional wisdom of the hunters and anglers who are 
on the front lines of the biodiversity crisis, working tirelessly to protect the animals that sustain their 
communities. Mark Kenyon, an outdoorsman himself, embarks on a journey that brings him up close and 
personal with America’s most charismatic and threatened wildlife, and the men and women fighting to 
save them. 

A grand adventure, both urgent and inspiring, Before They’re Gone shows us how to rekindle a deep 
connection to the natural world and commit ourselves to concrete action in defense of it.

PublicAffairs
January 2027 
Science
320 p.
Editor: Meagan Levinson
Agent: Farley Chase, Chase 

Literary
World Rights
Manuscript Available

A Way with Words
Why Language Makes Humans Irreplaceable  |  Spencer A. Klavan
A brilliant examination of history and language that explains why AI, for all of its wonders, 
cannot truly speak

For all of history, the only creature on earth that could speak was man. Then suddenly, with the dawn of 
artificial intelligence, a machine could talk back. AI seems to do the very thing that makes us human. 

Yet appearance is deceptive. Are the bots really speaking? What does it mean to speak? And why 
is language so essential to what we are as a species? In this urgent yet timeless book, classicist and 
polymath Spencer A. Klavan addresses these questions and constructs a resounding defense of human 
language—man’s unique power of thought and expression that is as old as Homo sapiens itself. The result 
is the most illuminating response to AI yet offered. 

Guiding us on a breathtaking journey through the history of language, Klavan reveals the wonder of our 
universal capacity to communicate the internal world of one’s mind through external sounds and symbols. 
Though it is now fashionable to deny that words have any meaning at all, Klavan shows that human words 
draw meaning from the cosmic Word—the logos imprinted on creation. This is the mystery of language, 
and the key to our unique place in the world.

Basic Liberty
February 2027 
Language/Communication
304 p.
Editor: Tom Spence
Agent: Jonathan Bronitsky, 

Athos
World Rights
Manuscript Available
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S O C I A L  S C I E N C E    

S O C I A L  S C I E N C E    

Elizabeth Corey teaches political philosophy at Baylor University, where 
she also directs the Honors Program. The author of Michael Oakeshott on 
Religion, Aesthetics, and Politics and a regular contributor to First Things, 
Corey has written for The Wall Street Journal, The Atlantic, The Chronicle of 
Higher Education, and National Affairs. She lives in Waco, Texas.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Jeremy Ney is the author of the newsletter American Inequality. 
An adjunct professor at Columbia Business School and a business 
developer at Google, he previously was a macro policy strategist at 
the Federal Reserve Bank of New York, where he founded its Income 
Inequality Working Group. His writing has appeared in Time, Business 
Insider, and other outlets. He lives in Brooklyn.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

The Heart of Learning
Why Passion Is Essential to Education  |  Elizabeth Corey
An impassioned argument for the transformative power of a liberal arts education

To preserve and rejuvenate the liberal arts in a myopically “practical” society, we must not only define 
what knowledge is imparted but also understand how it is imparted. Teachers pass their love of a 
discipline to students, sharing that love most fully in a setting of personal friendship. 

Drawing on her own experience as student and teacher, Elizabeth Corey shows that a true liberal 
education affects the whole person, not only the intellect. A good teacher models both intellectual inquiry 
and a way of living that is wise, beautiful, and removed from the muddle and crudeness of modern life. 
Infinitely richer than a system of “information delivery,” this is education in its fullest sense. 

Corey’s compelling account of the intellectual life will open new horizons for students who have no idea 
what they are missing and will encourage the teachers who long, in C. S. Lewis’s words, to irrigate the 
deserts produced by a remorselessly utilitarian education system.Basic Liberty

January 2027 
Philosophy
256 p.
Editor: Tom Spence
Agent: c/o Basic Books Group
World Rights
Manuscript Available

The Opportunity Map
How to Close the Divide Between Inequality and Prosperity  |  Jeremy Ney
A revelatory account of inequality in America offering a bold new solution grounded in local 
success

In The Opportunity Map, Jeremy Ney travels around the United States to visit the communities facing 
the deepest disadvantages in housing, healthcare, employment, incomes, and education. Along the way, 
he uncovers something remarkable: For many of the most distressed places in America, there exists a 
counterpart—a community that is demographically and culturally identical yet has cracked the code on 
the American Dream. From the coal mines of West Virginia to the farmlands of California, from the vast 
plains of South Dakota to the roaring metropolises of New York, Ney reveals that “mirror counties” offer a 
blueprint for prosperity that can reasonably be transplanted from one community to the next.

The Opportunity Map offers a promising new approach to reversing inequality by tapping into the 
ingenuity of overlooked communities that have managed to beat the odds.PublicAffairs

March 2027 
Social Science 
336 p.
Editor: Meagan Levinson
Agent: Daniel Greenberg, 

Levine Greenberg Rostan
World Rights
Manuscript Available
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     H I S T O R Y

    M E M O I R  &  B I O G R A P H YM E M O I R  &  B I O G R A P H Y

Stephen Shoemaker is professor of religious studies at the 
University of Oregon. In addition to multiple books on early 
Christianity, he is the author of four monographs on the 
beginnings of Islam, most recently Creating the Qur’an. He lives 
in Oregon.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Vincent J. Cannato is associate professor of history 
at the University of Massachusetts Boston. He is the 
author of three books and has written for numerous 
publications, including The New York Times, The 
Wall Street Journal, and The Washington Post. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

The Last Apostle
Muhammad and the Making of Islam  |  Stephen Shoemaker
From a leading historian, the authoritative account of the life of Muhammad and the 
tumultuous birth of Islam 

Over 1,300 years ago, Muhammad received God’s revelation, setting in motion a chain of events that 
would give rise to Islam and inspire centuries of devotion and debate.  

Now, historian Stephen Shoemaker follows the historical and archaeological evidence to recover a 
dramatically new story of Muhammad’s life and the century of crisis that followed his death. He shows 
how an obscure shepherd in a forgotten corner of Arabia united Jews, Christians, and Arabs in the 
fervent belief that the end of the world was imminent. With incredible speed, Muhammad’s followers 
destroyed the Persian Empire and seized from Rome the holy city of Jerusalem. But then the final 
hour never came, and what had been a diverse community awaiting God’s Kingdom suddenly found 
itself governing an earthly empire it had never planned to rule. With their prophet gone, the faithful 
fell into civil wars over who would lead them and what kind of community they would become. 

Written for secular readers and believers alike, The Last Apostle tells the epic story of Muhammad 
and how his faith was transformed into the global religion and political force known as Islam.

Basic Books
June 2027 
History/Religion
336 p.
Editor: Eric Schmidt
Agent: c/o Basic Books Group
World Rights
Manuscript Available

The Cardinal
Francis Spellman and the Making of the American Century  |  Vincent J. Cannato
A groundbreaking biography of the twentieth century’s most powerful American Catholic, New 
York’s Francis Cardinal Spellman 

Francis Cardinal Spellman, archbishop of New York from 1939 until his death in 1967, was the twentieth 
century’s most influential American Catholic. He wielded unparalleled spiritual and political power and 
presided over a golden age for American Catholicism and was chaplain of America’s Cold War. We cannot 
understand twentieth-century America without reckoning with his legacy. 

In this remarkable new biography, historian Vincent Cannato traces Spellman’s life of controversy and 
intrigue. In the 1920s, Spellman became the first American to work in the Vatican, befriending the future 
Pope Pius XII and building deep and unprecedented ties between the Holy See and American elites. 
His tenure in New York—where his Madison Avenue office was known as “the Powerhouse”—witnessed 
friendships and feuds with the Roosevelts, Joseph McCarthy, and the Kennedys. As he led the American 
Church through a period of unprecedented growth, Spellman was a player in every conflict and controversy 
from World War II to Vietnam. 

Based on vast new  
archival research, The  
Cardinal is a masterly,  
evenhanded, and  
engrossing portrait of  
this powerful and  
enigmatic figure.

Basic Books
April 2027 
Religion
608 p.
Editor: Brian Distelberg
Agent: Rafe Sagalyn, 

Sagalyn Literary
World Rights
Manuscript Available

Draws on two  
decades of research



12

R E V I S E D  E D I T I O N S
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A D D I T I O N A L  T I T L E S  
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Current Affairs & Politics
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Business & Economics
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Business & Economics
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A D D I T I O N A L  T I T L E S

Basic Books
Psychology

PublicAffairs
Business/Technology

Bold Type
Political Science

Basic Books
Psychology/Design

PublicAffairs
Business/Psychology

Basic Books
Political Science

Seal Press
History/Social Science

Basic Books
History

Basic Books
Psychology
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C O - A G E N T S

Arabic 
Introtema Literary Agency
CONTACT: Caitlyn Budnick

Chinese-Simplified, Chinese-Complex 
Bardon-Chinese Media Agency
CONTACT: Caitlyn Budnick

Czech, Slovak 
Kristin Olson Literary Agency
CONTACT: Jillian Fata

Dutch, Danish, Finnish, Icelandic, 
Norwegian, Swedish
Sebes Bisseling Kleuver Literary
CONTACT: Jillian Fata

French 
La Nouvelle Agence
CONTACT: Jillian Fata

German 
Mohrbooks AG Literary Agency
CONTACT: Jillian Fata

Greek 
Read n’ Right Agency
CONTACT: Caitlyn Budnick

Hebrew 
The Deborah Harris Agency
CONTACT: Caitlyn Budnick

Hungarian 
Andrew Nurnberg Associates Budapest
CONTACT: Jillian Fata

Italian 
Santachiara Literary Agency
CONTACT: Jillian Fata / Caitlyn Budnick

Japanese 
Tuttle-Mori Agency
CONTACT: Jillian Fata

Korean 
Duran Kim Agency
CONTACT: Caitlyn Budnick

Lithuanian, Azerbaijani, Armenian, 
Estonian, Kazakh, Latvian, Uzbek
Eastern European and Asian Rights Agency, Ltd.
CONTACT: Jillian Fata

Polish, Georgian, Ukrainian
Andrew Nurnberg Associates Kyiv
CONTACT: Jillian Fata

Portuguese (Brazil) 
Agencia Riff
CONTACT: Jillian Fata

Romanian, Albanian, Bosnian, Bulgarian, 
Croatian, Macedonian, Montenegrin, 
Serbian, Slovenian
Livia Stoia Agency
CONTACT: Caitlyn Budnick

Russian 
Alexander Korzhenevski Agency
CONTACT: Caitlyn Budnick

Spanish, Portuguese (Portugal) 
The Foreign Office
CONTACT: Jillian Fata

Turkish 
Nurcihan Kesim Literary Agency
CONTACT: Jillian Fata

Vietnamese, Indonesian, Malay, Thai
Maxima Creative Agency
CONTACT: Caitlyn Budnick

For all other languages please contact: Caitlyn.Budnick@hbgusa.com

mailto:Caitlyn.Budnick@hbgusa.com
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We are including a version of this message in our books in both print and 
digital formats and inviting other publishers around the world to do the 

same so that we can reach more families and help spread the word about 
the importance of reading. You can learn more by asking a member of the 

rights team or by visiting joinraisingreaders.com.

Studies show that reading for pleasure helps build communication 
skills, improve academic performance, foster greater confidence and 

ambition, and broaden worldviews. It’s also tied to a child’s level of 
happiness and overall wellbeing. 

But globally, there is a significant decline in children reading for 
enjoyment. To help solve this crisis, Hachette created the Raising 

Readers program to help break down barriers to reading by making 
reading more fun, inclusive, and engaging for children everywhere. 
We’re partnering with schools, libraries, community organizations, 

corporations, and influential individuals around the world to turn 10 
minutes of reading each day into a daily habit. The format doesn’t 

matter; building a lifelong love of reading does!

Please join us in this campaign! Here are some ways you can help: 

Encourage children to try audiobooks in 
addition to print books.

Support and champion school libraries.

Give books as gifts whenever you can.

Share this important message!

Read to children for just
ten minutes a day.

Don’t give up if a child doesn’t yet see 
themselves as a reader. There’s a 
book out there for everyone!

Visit bookshops and libraries and ask 
for recommendations.

Did you know  that reading for fun is 
the single biggest predictor of a child’s 

future happiness and success?

https://joinraisingreaders.com
https://www.hachettebookgroup.com


Abby Koons (she/her)
VP, Subsidiary Rights 

Abby.Koons@hbgusa.com
Abby Koons (she/her) joined Hachette as the VP, Subsidiary Rights in 

2026 after a two-decade career as a literary agent and rights professional 
specializing in global strategies for brand authors. She oversees the 

department and sells UK rights for a select list of titles across imprints, 
most recently including Promise Me, America by Joe Biden, The American 

Way of Killing by Malcolm Gladwell, and I'll Believe in Anything; The 
Making of Heated Rivalry Season 1 by Jacob Tierney. Her favorite read of 

the summer was Land by Maggie O'Farrell.

Jillian Fata (she/her)
Associate Director 

Jillian.Fata@hbgusa.com
Jillian Fata (she/her) covers the Basic Books 
Group list. She joined Hachette in 2025, after 

11 years on the subrights team at Penguin 
Publishing Group. She has worked on titles 

like The Big Bet by Michael Auerbach, Moral 
Economics by Alvin Roth, and The Invention 

of Design by Maggie Gram.

Caitlyn Budnick (she/her)
Senior Manager 

Caitlyn.Budnick@hbgusa.com
Caitlyn Budnick (she/her) covers the Basic Books 
Group and Hachette Nashville lists. She has been in 

publishing for 11 years, beginning her career with 
Perseus Books Group and moving to Hachette when 
the publisher was acquired. She has worked on titles 

like Return to the Shack by Paul Young, The Age of 
Surveillance Capitalism by Shoshana Zuboff, and 

Portals to a New Reality by Vlatko Vedral.

mailto:abby.koons@hbgusa.com
mailto:jillian.fata@hbgusa.com
mailto:Caitlyn.Budnick@hbgusa.com
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