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Projects already sold and in various stages of completion
Think Better: Form Smarter Opinions and Make Successful Decisions Using the Science of Uncertainty 

By Mike Titelbaum, Ph.D.

(St. Martin’s Essentials, 2027; translation rights with agent)
Material available: Proposal

Uncertainty breeds anxiety.  We are often faced with a crucial choice in which we are certain that if we just knew one more fact we could be confident in making the right decision.  We make weighty decisions without certainty of their outcomes.  We gamble all the time, whether we want to or not. But this is a mistake.  The world isn’t failing us: we’re just thinking the wrong way.  

Luckily, we have the legacy of Reverend Thomas Bayes to solve this problem. His work on probability mathematics in the 18th century inspired a movement we now call Bayesian statistics. At its heart, Bayesianism is a toolkit for reasoning with probabilities, a science of uncertainty that is more than just a theorem -- it’s an entire way of thinking about the world.  It teaches you how to reason, and act, in the face of ignorance.  From your evidence, it tells you how to determine probabilities of possible outcomes, then use those probabilities to make sound decisions.  

Think Better is a practical guide that will teach readers how to use the science of probabilty to harness evidence and form accurate opinions no matter how uncertain or complex the situation may seem, enabling you to avoid common errors and make better decisions in your life. After providing an accessible, engaging introduction to Bayesian probability (no math background required), the book will draw on personal anecdotes, historical episodes, and concrete examples from sports, medicine, and law, to teach readers how to embrace the inherent uncertainty of the world and make decisions with greater confidence. It will be ideal for anyone interested in how to think more clearly and make smarter decisions.

The book presents its lessons through a combination of personal anecdotes, historical episodes, and experiences drawn from sports, medicine, the law and everyday life. It asks when to get a second opinion on a troubling diagnosis, how astronomers knew where to look for Neptune, whether mad cow disease really caused Brexit, why an NBA player with a higher shooting percentage isn’t necessarily the better shooter, and whether crime statistics tell us who’s behaving badly or just who’s getting caught.  We’ll also encounter puzzle cases, where your first guess at an answer will usually be wrong.  Probability can be highly counterintuitive; the book will train your intuitions to be more reliable.

By the end, you’ll have learned the essential tools for sound probabilistic reasoning and found an entirely new way to think about the world.  As it teaches you to embrace the probabilistic nature of our lives, Think Better will enable you to form more accurate opinions and making more effective decisions in your everyday life.

Think Better will speak to the large audience of readers interested in accessible science books that explain how the principles can be applicable to our lives. As a book that revolves around the statistics of decision-making, encompasses readers of the business, self-help and science genres, it will appeal to the same readership as the following titles which were commercial and critical successes, including Jordan Ellenberg’s How Not to Be Wrong: The Power of Mathematical Thinking, Steven Strogatz’s Infinite Powers: How Calculus Reveals the Secrets of the Universe, Daniel Kahneman’s Thinking, Fast and Slow, and Tom Duhigg’s The Power of Habit: Why We Do What We Do In Life and Business.

Michael G. Titelbaum is Vilas Distinguished Achievement Professor of Philosophy at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, where he teaches theory of knowledge, philosophy of probability, and quantitative reasoning courses.  He has written dozens of scholarly articles, delivered lectures all over the world, and published two academic books with Oxford University Press: Quitting Certainties (2013) and Fundamentals of Bayesian Epistemology (2022). Fundamentals of Bayesian Epistemology is the standard textbook used by philosophers teaching Bayesian ideas across the English-speaking world. Prof. Titelbaum earned a B.A. summa cum laude in Philosophy from Harvard College, then a PhD in Philosophy from the University of California, Berkeley.  
Just-in-Case World: The Global Economy Prepares for War

By Luke Patey

(Oxford University Press, 2027; translation rights with agent)

 
Material available: Proposal

Over the past quarter century, attacks on communications systems, the weaponization of supply chains, and escalating great-power rivalry have pushed governments, corporations, and scientists into a new era of permanent preparedness. Just-in-Case World is a narrative-driven investigation into how security has quietly become the organizing principle of the global economy. The book reveals how the logic of security—rather than efficiency or free trade—is now remaking the world’s most strategic industries and forcing nations to confront unprecedented trade-offs in order to protect the infrastructure that keeps their economies running.

 

The book blends investigative reporting with deep geopolitical and economic analysis, drawing on more than one hundred interviews and extensive on-the-ground reporting in the United States, Europe, India, and East Asia. Chapters unfold through vivid profiles of executives, policymakers, and scientists—from telecom veterans confronting the fallout of 5G security restrictions, to factory owners battling China’s dominance in renewable energy, to chip strategists in Washington and Tokyo racing to unwind dependence on Taiwan. 

 

Just-in-Case World uncovers revelatory stories: how the world’s wind industry became trapped in a single country’s supply chain; why reshoring chip production may ignite new rivalry between long-time allies; how Chinese firms face the same geopolitical dilemmas their Western competitors once confronted; and why innovations from aging inventors and young scientists alike could realign the technological foundations of modern warfare.

 

The mission of Just-in-Case World is straightforward: to explain how economic security became the central battleground of 21st-century geopolitics. More broadly, the book offers readers a framework for understanding a moment in which commerce and conflict are inseparable—and in which solving one strategic dependency can easily create another. By tracing the choices facing America, China, Europe, India, Japan, and emerging economies, it provides a cohesive, global account of how the world is reengineering itself for a future shaped by disruption and potential war.

 

As global power fragments and security risks proliferate, the stakes for understanding this transformation could not be higher. Just-in-Case World shows that economic security is not a technocratic concern but a defining question of our time—one that will determine who prospers, who falls behind, and how close major powers come to conflict. By revealing the hidden architecture of this new era, the book aims to equip readers, leaders, and institutions with a deeper understanding of the trade-offs that will shape the 21st century. It will speak to readers of bestselling titles such as Chris Miller’s Chip War, Edward Fishman’s Chokepoints, and Patrick McGhee’s Apple in China.
 

Luke Patey is a senior researcher at the Danish Institute for International Studies and regular contributor to The Wire China, an award-winning digital news magazine. Previously, he was lead senior research fellow at the Oxford Institute for Energy Studies, University of Oxford. He is author of The New Kings of Crude: China, India, and the Global Struggle for Oil in Sudan and South Sudan (Hurst/Harper Collins, 2014), short-listed for the Africa-Asia Book Prize, and How China Loses: The Pushback Against Chinese Global Ambitions (Oxford University Press USA, 2021). Patey writes frequently for leading American and international media outlets, including Wired, the New York Times, Financial Times, the Guardian, Foreign Affairs and Foreign Policy.  

Fantasy Islands: Inside the Billionaire-Funded Efforts to Create the Next Utopias 

By Katherine Stewart
(Bloomsbury, 2028; translation rights with agent)

Material available: Proposal
Fantasy Islands will offer a deep dive into the “network state” movement, the deranged fiefdoms that America’s new tech oligarchs are building on land, online and the middle of the ocean. It represents a fast-evolving global ecosystem of tech gurus and billionaire investors devising ways to escape traditional society and the limits of human existence. Katherine Stewart, investigative reporter and author of the New York Times bestseller Money, Lies and God: Inside the Movement to Destroy American Democracy (which was included on the Foreign Affairs Best Books of 2025 list), will travel to “sovereign cities” and “pop-up societies” like Prospera, Atlas, and Zuzalu City. She will meet with life-hackers, march with the MAHA mamas that form a kind of female auxiliary, and interview the personalities pushing Donald Trump’s Greenland fantasies. Along the way, she will assess the insights and illusions of a movement that promises to re-shape our world. 

The book will argue that the fantasy island dreamscape, far from pointing to a new future, is a new variant of an escapist mindset that often thrives in troubled times. It will give credit to innovation and optimism where it is due, while exposing the ways in which utopian rhetoric has, in some instances, been placed in service of profoundly anti-social, anti-democratic, and anti-human, and anti-democratic schemes.

Fantasy Islands will help readers separate genuine aspirations for a better tomorrow from the thin, reactionary visions that loom large in our present moment.
Katherine Stewart is the author of the New York Times bestseller Money, Lies and God: Inside the Movement to Destroy American Democracy and The Power Worshippers: Inside the Dangerous Rise of Religious Nationalism, the award-winning book upon which the documentary feature, God & Country, produced by Rob Reiner, is based. She has covered the intersection of faith and politics for over 15 years; her work appears in the New York Times, the New Republic and others. Her 2012 book, The Good News Club, covered the religious right's effort to infiltrate and undermine public education. 
Mindf*ck: The Neuroscience of Sex and the Brain Hacks that will Transform Your Intimate Life

By Justin Lehmiller, Ph.D.

(BenBella, 2027; translation rights with agent)

Material available: Proposal 

Justin Lehmiller, Ph.D., is a social psychologist and one of the country’s leading experts on human sexuality. His first book, Tell Me What You Want: The Science of Sexual Desire and How It Can Help You Improve Your Sex Life has sold cumulatively over 40,000 copies for Hachette, and Dr. Lehmiller is a much sought-after voice in the popular media and is frequently interviewed by outlets such as The Wall Street Journal, The New York Times, The Chicago Tribune, and CNN. Dr. Lehmiller also hosts the popular Sex and Psychology Podcast, which has received several million listens to date and is consistently ranked among the top ten sexuality podcasts in multiple countries, including the United States, Canada, the United Kingdom, and Australia.

The culmination of years of work on the science of sex, Mindf*ck is a  provocative, research-driven exploration of the neuroscience of sex that will show how the modern world is changing the sexual brain, and how we can optimize our brains for better sex. The book will reveal how our thoughts, emotions, habits, and even the modern technologies we use are quietly rewiring our sexual experiences. By diving into cutting-edge neuroscience, psychology, pharmacology, and cultural trends, Mindf*ck empowers readers to rethink what really drives desire, connection, and pleasure.

The book will blend sharp, accessible science writing with vivid storytelling, interviews, and fresh analysis. Readers will hear from top sex researchers and therapists, as well as ordinary people navigating an increasingly complex sexual landscape. Each chapter centers on a pressing or overlooked question—from how GLP-1 drugs might reshape libido to whether dating apps and AI are rewiring our brains and rewriting the rules of intimacy. The book looks at the neuroscience of orgasm with the goal of training our brains to get in the right neural state to achieve it; it examines the impact of hormonal contraception on the brain; and whether we can “hack” our brains for better sex through neural implants, psychedelics and mindfulness.

In a moment where conversations about sex are louder than ever—yet often shallow, moralized, or stuck in nostalgia—Mindf*ck offers something different: a bold, evidence-based look at what’s really changing behind closed doors. As tech, pharmaceuticals, and media reshape how we connect, this book offers readers the tools to better understand themselves and their desires. It also contributes to an urgent, growing conversation about how our minds—and not just our bodies—need attention if we want to truly thrive sexually.
Mindf*ck has strong commercial potential; it will appeal to readers of bestselling titles that merge popular science, with psychology and sexual wellness, such as Emily Nagoski’s Come as You Are, Mary Roach’s Bonk, Esther Perel’s Mating in Captivity, Daniel Amen’s The Brain in Love and Johann Hari’s Stolen Focus. Furthermore, Dr. Lehmiller is very well-connected in the media and is platform has continued to grow since the publication of the last book.

Dr. Justin J. Lehmiller is currently a Senior Research Fellow at the Kinsey Institute. He formerly served on the faculty at Harvard University, where his course on human sexuality was one of the most popular on campus and earned him Harvard’s prestigious Certificate of Teaching Excellence. In addition to being an award-winning educator, Dr. Lehmiller is a prolific scholar who conducts research on sexual fantasy and desire, sexual health and behavior, and relationship satisfaction and commitment. He has authored more than 50 scientific publications, and his research has appeared in leading journals, such as The Archives of Sexual Behavior and The Journal of Sexual Medicine. He has also written a sexuality textbook (The Psychology of Human Sexuality, currently in its third edition) that is used in hundreds of college classrooms around the world. In addition, Dr. Lehmiller is a Consulting Editor at The Journal of Sex Research and an elected full member of the International Academy of Sex Research.  
Murder in the Blackout: A Serial Killer in Hitler’s Berlin and the Coming of the Holocaust

By Benjamin Hett
(Basic Books, 2026; rights sold in Finland and Russia; remaining translation rights with agent)

Material available: Proposal

Professor Benjamin Hett is one of the leading American scholars of Nazi Germany. His 2018 book The Death of Democracy was named an editor’s choice by the NYT Book Review, and praised by Timothy Snyder, Margaret MacMillan and Phillip Kerr, while his 2008 book Crossing Hitler won the prestigious Fraenkel Prize in London. He is also a commentator on the widely-acclaimed Netflix series Hitler and the Nazis: Evil on Trial.

In Murder in the Blackout, Hett turns his attention to the infamous S-Bahn murderer, the serial killer who killed women by throwing them off the trains of Berlin’s commuter rail system, the S-Bahn, during 1940-41, when Germany stood at the height of its triumphs. From his chancellery in Berlin, even Adolf Hitler started to worry about what the case would mean for his new empire. And the men leading the hunt for the S-Bahn murderer, the senior officers of Berlin’s police – especially the infamous ultra-Nazi Reinhard Heydrich and the enigmatic Arthur Nebe – were simultaneously planning the Holocaust.

Murder in the Blackout will use the infamous S-Bahn Murder case to explore the larger role that German criminology and forensic science played in the conception and execution of the Holocaust. It is a story that brings together a riveting real-life detective story with a new history of the techniques of mass murder and their genesis. It will tell the story of the hunt for the S-Bahn murderer in a way that it has never been told before, following Hitler’s police as they piece together the clues, and seeing the case through their eyes as they navigate the vicious labyrinth of Nazi politics.  

In telling the story, Murder in the Blackout delivers an entirely new interpretation of the Holocaust. The Nazis’ genocidal racism, as the book shows for the first time, was directly rooted in decades of German criminology and forensic science. The Nazis became murderers of Jews, Roma, and people with disabilities because they had first painted ordinary criminals as a separate race requiring extermination. The Holocaust itself was carried out with scientific tools and ideas rooted in German criminal policing, including the analysis of blood and even poison gas. German scientists thought the same analysis of blood types and fingerprinting that could identify criminals could also help them identify Jews and other undesirables. And it was the Nazis themselves who first saw the connection between the hunt for the S-Bahn murderer and their own deadly racism.

The narrative of Murder in the Blackout will revolve around complicated and very different characters: the notorious Reinhard Heydrich, the main architect of the Holocaust, the picture-book Nazi whom even Hitler could call “the man with an iron heart”; the mysterious Arthur Nebe, chief of the criminal police in Nazi Germany,  a dark figure and zealous Nazi who joined the anti-Nazi resistance, a skilled detective and a modernizer of Germany’s criminal police who became a mass murderer; detective Wilhelm Lüdtke, a figure straight out of film noir – the classic good cop in a bad system, and the best homicide detective in Germany; and the S-Bahn murderer himself, Paul Ogorzow, a Stormtrooper who embodied the Nazi Party in his hatred of women and his enthusiasm for violence; and finally, Berlin, a left-leaning city captured by the Nazis but never entirely Nazified. In the atmosphere of early 1941, the people of Berlin could never shake the sense that the good news from the war was transitory, and something terrible was coming – which, of course, it was.

A work of deep archival research, bracing analysis and riveting narrative, Murder in the Blackout will be an essential contribution to our understanding of the Holocaust. It will speak to the audience for books such as Erik Larson’s In the Garden of Beasts: Love, Terror, and an American Family in Hitler’s Berlin (New York: Crown, 2011), Norman Ohler’s Blitzed: Drugs in the Third Reich (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2017) and even Philip Kerr’s Bernie Gunther novels, as well as the audience for the popular Netflix series “Berlin Babylon.”

Benjamin Carter Hett is the author of The Death of Democracy, Burning the Reichstag, Crossing Hitler, and Death in the Tiergarten. He is a professor of history at Hunter College and the Graduate Center of the City University of New York, and holds a PhD in history from Harvard University and a law degree from the University of Toronto. A winner of a Guggenheim Fellowship, he is active during the 2024 election campaign I am very active as a speaker for a non-partisan initiative called “Democracy First,” which draws on prominent historians (among them Timothy Snyder, Anne Applebaum, Ruth Ben-Ghiat, and Heather Cox Richardson) to speak in swing states on the threats to American democracy.
A World We Share
Hannah Arendt and the Power of Friendship in a Broken World
By Roger Berkowitz

(Yale University Press, 2026; rights sold in Korea; remaining translation rights with agent)

Material available: Fully edited manuscript

It is widely recognized that our country is experiencing twin crises of politics and friendship. Opposing political tribes are so fully at odds that political disagreement has been transformed into fundamental hatreds grounded in the dehumanization. At the same time, nearly half of all Americans report having fewer than three friends and the U.S. Surgeon General blames the decline in friendships for an epidemic of loneliness that leads to multiple physical and mental illnesses. 

While the crises in politics and friendship are widely recognized, less understood is how they are connected. Atomization and loneliness mean that large masses of people feel abandoned, adrift, and purposeless. It is precisely these lonely and homeless masses who become susceptible to mass movements that underlie right and left-wing populisms, authoritarianism, and potentially totalitarian mass movements. 

Hannah Arendt was the 20th century’s preeminent theorist of how friendship and politics are connected, and it is to her that we must turn if we are to understand how to work our ways out of this dilemma. Her account of loneliness as the radical origin of modern totalitarian politics is increasingly seen as foundational to understanding the modern crisis of politics. Friendship was central to Arendt’s political philosophy. Without friendship, Arendt argued, there could be no politics worth the name. Indeed, she considered the “truths” of reason deeply dangerous to humanity, unless tempered by the claims of friendship.

Roger Berkowitz as an internationally recognized authority on Arendt and heads up the Hannah Arendt Center at Bard College. In A World We Share he draws on Hannah Arendt’s life and philosophy to offer a seminal understanding of the vital relationship between friendship and the health of our politics. Engaging Arendt’s thought and illustrating it through biographical episodes, Berkowitz explores friendship as an innately human and political phenomenon, showing how friendship is the key to forging a new politics built on plurality, civility, and disagreement.  

This book asks: What are the limits of respect and friendship? Are there people with whom we can't be friends? Can a progressive liberal be friends with a Trump supporter like Marjorie Taylor Greene? Can an abortion rights supporter be friends with an abortion opponent? Can an Israeli be friends with a Hamas supporter?  These examples form the hard question at the heart of Arendt's account of political friendship: Who are the people that, amidst our disagreements, I can still respect, talk to, thus giving us the opportunity to together build a shared world?

A World We Share unfolds through stories of Arendt and her friends, some of the most important philosophers, writers, activists, and political actors of the 20th century. As a Jew in Nazi Germany, as an exile in Paris and New York, and as an intellectual continually at war with the orthodoxies of postwar America and Europe, Hannah Arendt sustained herself through deep and complicated friendships with those she considered her tribe of outsiders, including minds as disparate as Karl Jaspers, Hans Jonas, Mary McCarthy, her husband Heinrich Blücher, and her former teacher and lover Martin Heidegger, who had committed the ultimate betrayal of joining the Nazi party. A World We Share will explore how these remarkable and complicated friendships shaped and were shaped by Arendt’s philosophy. 

A World We Share offers not only a compact guide to one of the greatest modern thinkers, but a tool for us to understand the roots of our current political maelstrom, and how we might navigate through it.

A World We Share grows out of a lecture given at the Hannah Arendt Center's 2023 Annual Conference on "Friendship and Politics." At around 25-30,000 words (the book will also engage the MacArthur Fellow artist Anna Schuleit Haber to create a series of 6-10 original three-color drawings), it is short and readable, at once a compelling window into the friendships of one of the 20th century's greatest exile intellectuals and a powerful argument about the place of friendship in politics. It is intended as a keepsake that explores a universal theme that has contemporary urgency, not unlike what Timothy Snyder did with his book On Tyranny. It will speak to readers of Sarah Bakewell’s How to Live: Or A Life of Montaigne (Other Press, 2010), Massimo Pigliucci’s How to be a Stoic (Basic Books, 2018) and Wolfram Eilenberger’s Time of the Magicians (Penguin Press, 2020) and The Visionaries (Penguin Press, 2023). 

Roger Berkowitz is Founder and Academic Director of the Hannah Arendt Center for Politics and Humanities and Professor of Politics, Philosophy, and Human Rights at Bard College. It has become one of the most influential academic centers in the world with a broad and engaged public presence. The Center reaches over 50,000 people on its social media channels and its weekly “Amor Mundi” newsletter goes out to 10,000 recipients. He is the author of The Gift of Science: Leibniz and the Modern Legal Tradition (Harvard University Press, 2003) and the editor of numerous collections of essays, including: On Civil Disobedience: Henry David Thoreau and Hannah Arendt (Library of America, 2024). He is the winner of the 2019 Hannah Arendt Prize for Political Thought given by the Heinrich Böll Foundation. His writings have appeared in The New York Times, The American Interest, Bookforum, The Forward, Quillette, The Paris Review Online, Democracy: A Journal of Ideas, and many other publications. He is a summa cum laude graduate of Amherst College. He holds J.D. from Boalt Hall Law School at UC Berkeley and Ph.D. in Jurisprudence and Social Policy from UC Berkeley. He has taught politics, law, and philosophy at Amherst College, L’Ecole des Haute Etudes en Sciences Sociales, Radzyner School of Law, Interdisciplinary Center (IDC) in Herzliya, Israel, and the Collegium Phänomenologicum, in Citta di Castello, Italy. 
The China Convergence: The Managerial Revolution and the Rise of Global Totalitarianism 
By N.S. Lyons

(Basic Books, 2026; translation rights with agent)

Material available: Proposal

Millions of Westerners feel like they are living through an unspoken revolution. Their governments seem like they are becoming increasingly ideological, authoritarian, unaccountable, and hostile to their own people. Every day, their countries feel less like liberal democracies and a bit more like communist China, with its oligarchic government, totalitarian digital surveillance state, and restrictive culture of censorship. Disoriented, they intuit that something has gone badly wrong but struggle for answers.

N.S. Lyons is a geopolitical analyst who writes the popular Substack The Upheaval (40k+ subscribers), and last year his magisterial and provocative 30k-word essay entitled “The China Convergence” that offered a “Unified Theory” of global and political upheaval went viral (e.g., Niall Ferguson called it “brilliant”); it’s been translated into multiple languages and has already been included on course syllabi at Yale, Stanford and UCLA, among others. The essay struck a nerve with readers for synthesizing an entirely different way of seeing how power functions in the modern world, from politics to the corporate office. 

The China Convergence will expand upon the original essay to provide a seminal account of how a “managerial revolution” (the belief that everything in society can and should be controlled from the top down by a specially trained and educated expert elite) over the postwar period has upended our political, economic, and cultural institutions, produced increasingly repressive governance and societal norms, and left the West lurching toward Chinese-style techno-administrative totalitarianism. The book will offer a vision for how to understand and counter this revolution and preserve the liberties of our Western civilizational inheritance.

Taking readers on a whirlwind journey through more than a century of neglected history, the book will explain how the emergence of modern managerial regimes has demolished the traditional liberal separation between public and private spheres, undermined popular self-governance, and sidestepped democratic accountability. Beginning with the largely forgotten history of the early Progressive movement, the book will guide readers through the story of how, from the technocratic reign of Woodrow Wilson to “deep state” resistance to Donald Trump, American democracy has been hollowed out by the rise of a managerial elite ideologically bent on total control. In doing so, it will show how America’s political and cultural conflicts — including the emergence of “populism” and the establishment’s response to it — don’t fit easily into the traditional “left vs. right” political divide but are far better explained by a long-running competition between managerial and anti-managerial elements of society. 


Along the way, the narrative will connect the dots for readers on how the effects of managerialism are visible throughout their everyday lives. They’ll learn why university administrators now outnumber students and faculty combined, why public education hates free play, why almost all politicians go to law school, and how the U.S. government used human resources departments to build a secret police force larger than the Soviet KGB at its height. They’ll find out why corporate giants embraced far-left positions and now fund self-identified Marxist activists who claim to hate them, why a bottom-line oriented corporation like Starbucks is determined to launch gay pride initiatives in cultures as far afield as India even if it hurts sales. In short, the book will equip readers with a whole new way of seeing the world, helping them to understand that managerialism is the predominant paradigm and historical force shaping our age. Although Lyons warns of a bleak future, his conviction in democratic resilience shines through, challenging readers to reclaim and defend the values of individual liberty and open debate.

A work of sweeping history, formidable conceptual ambition, and dazzling analysis, The China Convergence is a transformative work that will prompt a fundamental reevaluation of how our contemporary world came to be. It will speak to a broad spectrum of readers from right and left, people who made bestsellers of Francis Fukuyama’s The Origins of Political Order and The End of History, Shoshanna Zuboff’s The Age of Surveillance Capitalism, Patrick Deneen’s Why Liberalism Failed, Daron Acemoglu and James Robinson’s Why Nations Fail, Steven Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt’s How Democracies Die, and David Graeber’s Bullshit Jobs.
N.S. Lyons is the pen name of Nathan Levine, a geopolitical analyst and consultant with a background in the study of China and the Chinese Communist Party, as well as U.S. foreign policy and international affairs. Before becoming a full-time writer, he directed research on China at a Washington, D.C. think tank, led a research team at Harvard University, and worked as a consultant helping corporate and government clients strategically navigate commercial and geopolitical challenges throughout Asia. In addition to the Substack, his writing has also been featured extensively in other popular publications, including First Things, The Free Press, City Journal, UnHerd, Foreign Affairs, and elsewhere. 
Red Sea Rising: A Modern History of the World’s Most Volatile Waterway 
By Ethan D. Chorin
(Harvard University Press, 2027; translation rights with agent)

Material available: Proposal
The Red Sea is one of the world’s most consequential crossroads—yet it remains curiously underexplored in modern historical and political writing. Until recently, on average, 12% of global trade and 8% of world energy moved through the Suez Canal and Bab El Mandeb straits; its eight-country basin is home to more than 350 million people and over a trillion dollars in planned infrastructure investment. It is a hub for global data flows, a flashpoint for regional wars, and, given its extreme climate, a zone many scientists call “Ground Zero for climate change.” Despite this extraordinary confluence of trade, conflict, and climate, the last comprehensive history of the Red Sea in English appeared more than a century ago. Red Sea Rising seeks to fill that gap.

A work of historical narrative, political analysis, and reportage, Red Sea Rising reveals how the region—long treated as a peripheral-- is in fact a complex ecosystem  where events that occur in one area have dramatic effects on the others, geopolitics, and world trade. The Red Sea is one of the world’s most critical and turbulent crossroads, where climate change, trade, great-power rivalries, and local conflicts collide.  As it builds that case, the book explains the origins of some of the most complex political transformations of our time, from the continuing Israel-Gaza-Iran War, to catastrophic implosions in Yemen, Sudan, and Ethiopia; to Saudi Arabia’s transition from oil, to the Egyptian-Ethiopian dispute over the waters of the Nile. More broadly, it argues that the Red Sea in fact central to understanding today’s global politics, climate challenges, and technology-mediated change. 

Structured chronologically but guided by the lens of technological change, Red Sea Rising traces the story from the earliest seafaring and waterworks, the rise of the great monotheistic religions, the colonial scramble for Africa, the Cold War, and the rise of radical Islam, through to today’s pan-Red Sea war, marked by the use of air and sea drones, ballistic missiles, and cyber-attacks, all against the backstop of climate change and severe weather events. Alongside pivotal markers of change—the Egyptian Queen Hatshepsut’s Red Sea flotilla, the construction of the Great Dam of Marib, and Cold War proxy battles—the book examines the ways technology, from steamships to AI, reshaped (and is shaping) the boundaries of the human experience. The author’s decades of professional experience in the region allow him to bring vivid reportage and firsthand insight to the narrative, bridging deep history with present-day crises.

The argument of the book is forward-looking: the Red Sea is not only a barometer of today’s global instability, but also a testing ground for political and ecological adaptation in the face of unprecedented pressures. With local actors from Djibouti to Israel gaining new forms of agency, and outside powers from China to the United States recalibrating their roles, the Red Sea will either become a multiplier of stability or the trigger point of future global conflagrations. Understanding its history and dynamics is critical to anticipating what comes next.

The market for Red Sea Rising is significant. It will appeal to the large audience of readers drawn to authoritative yet accessible works on history, geopolitics, and the environment—readers of Peter Frankopan’s The Silk Roads and William Dalrymple’s The Golden Road, as well as Robert Kaplan’s travelogue-infused works such as Monsoon. Given the Red Sea’s centrality to global trade, climate change, and contemporary conflict, this is a timely book that will resonate widely with readers who want a deeper grasp of the forces shaping the world today.

Ethan Chorin is uniquely positioned to write this book. He has spent three decades at the intersection of diplomacy, academia, and business in the Red Sea region—making him one of a few people who have seen and experienced almost every state in the region through all these angles. A former US diplomat who served across the Middle East and Africa, Chorin was an Africa-focused executive with Dubai Ports, and from 2020-2021, Senior Advisor to the Minister of State for Foreign Affairs in the UAE. He has written three books, including Benghazi: A New History (Hachette, 2022), Exit the Colonel (PublicAffairs, 2012) and Translating Libya (Saqi and Darf books 2008, 2015), several book chapters for edited volumes, and a 2010 monograph: A Dubai Model of Development: The Case of Djibouti (Dubai School of Government). 

Ethan Chorin speaks and reads several regional languages fluently professional proficiency or above, including Arabic, French, Hebrew, and Farsi, and won the AFSA Sinclair Award for exceptional achievement in a foreign language (Farsi).  He has been a periodic guest contributor to The New York Times, the BBC, Foreign Affairs, Foreign Policy and a columnist for Forbes, and has appeared on NPR, Amanpour, CBS, C-Span, etc. Chorin holds a PhD from UC Berkeley in Agricultural and Resource Economics (with a dissertation on port competition in the Red Sea) and a co-terminal MA in Middle Eastern Economic History; an MA from Stanford University in International Policy Studies, and a BA from Yale, with distinction, in Near Eastern Languages and Literatures. He has held numerous Red Sea-connected fellowships including Fulbright (Jordan) and Fulbright Hays fellowships (Jordan, Yemen, and Eritrea) and taught an undergraduate seminar on the material in this book Spring Semester, 2025 at Yale. He is the founder of a consulting company that uses AI to augment the capabilities of subject matter experts to address government, NGO and company challenges related to the Red Sea. 

TOXIC: Why Organizations Go Bad, and How to Save Them

By Benjamin van Rooij and Nicholas Lord

(Beacon Press, 2027; translation rights with agent)

Material available: Proposal

What do Purdue Pharma and the 1950s Chinese Communist Party have in common? At first glance, not much. One is a family-owned corporation operating selling pain relief medicine for profit in a competitive capitalist market economy. The other is a revolutionary political party that sought to achieve a communist society operating in a totalitarian system it created. Yet, they both came to be responsible for a massive amount of human suffering. These damages were not just the result of bad leaders such as Richard Sackler at Purdue or Mao Zedong in the CCP. Nor were they just caused by the broader systems of capitalism or communism. The damages were caused and multiplied by highly similar organizational processes. 

Toxic provides the first authoritative account of the processes that lead to harmful behavior in large organizations and offers insight into how they can avoid such behavior. Drawing on dozens of in-depth case studies of institutions ranging from HSBC, BP, and Boeing, to the Catholic Church, the Oakland Police Department, Monsanto and Purdue Pharma and others, it shows what organizational processes are driving structural harmful conduct. The book connects the dots between the different scandals to show the deeper organizational toxic patterns at play. 

The book will shed light on why organizations repeatedly inflict harm and how they can avert such paths, making this work relevant to a broad readership concerned with the integrity and accountability of institutions.

Toxic dissects the anatomy of organizational harm, identifying five core characteristics of toxic organizations. These include the relentless pursuit of unrealistic goals, a culture that silences dissent, and a tendency to normalize harmful behavior. By weaving together compelling narratives with rigorous analysis, Toxic exposes how these attributes foster environments where misconduct flourishes. Each chapter not only recounts gripping stories of individuals caught within these toxic systems — from engineers at BP to police officers in Oakland — but also provides readers with the tools to recognize and mitigate similar risks in their own organizations.

The book is timely, addressing urgent societal challenges such as climate change, structural abuse, and the high-profile failures of both corporate and public institutions. By connecting historical context with contemporary issues, Toxic serves as both a cautionary tale and a guide for fostering healthier organizational cultures.

Bringing together engaging storytelling, cutting-edge social science research, and innovative solutions, Toxic is an essential read for anyone invested in the safety and well-being of our organizations. The book will speak to readers of popular titles on organizational management such as The Fearless Organization by Amy Edmondson, Get it Done by Ayelet Fishback, and The Four Workarounds by Paulo Savaget, as well as books about major companies causing harm such as Empire of Pain by Patrick Radden Keefe, Faster, Higher Farther by Jack Ewing, and Bad Blood by John Carreyrou.

Benjamin van Rooij, PhD, is a law professor at the University of Amsterdam and the University of California, Irvine, and Nicholas Lord, PhD, is a criminology professor at the University of Manchester. Together with Adam Fine, van Rooij published a popular science book about law and behavior, The Behavioral Code: The Hidden Ways the Law Makes us Better or Worse (Beacon Press 2021). This book was the recipient of the 2022 American Psychology-Law Society’s Lawrence S. Wrightsman Book Award, and it was a 2022 PROSE Award finalist in Legal Studies and Criminology, 2022 American Bar Association Silver Gavel Award Finalist, and a Behavioral Scientist’s Notable book of 2021. Both authors’ internationally renowned and award-winning research on organizational harm and crime has been honored with prestigious accolades like the American Psychology-Law Society’s book award, British Society of Criminology book award, and the European Research Council 2-million-euro Consolidator Grant. Their work has been featured in leading academic journals as well as in popular press, including the New York Times, the LA Times, NPR, The Hill, the Guardian, and the Huffington Post.  

Nowhere Left to Go: The Unprecedented Alliance Between Jews and the Global Right and the Unravelling of Judaism 

By Professor Eliyahu Stern.
(Yale University Press, 2026; translation rights with agent)

Material available: Fully edited manuscript

The 21st century has witnessed an epochal shift in the status of Jews among the political parties of the West. Throughout the last century, Jews were traditionally identified with the Left, yet in recent years, domestic and transnational Jewish institutions and organizations have embraced right-wing positions on Israel, religious observance, and domestic politics.  Their efforts have been recognized and amplified by right-wing leaders like Donald Trump, who self-identifies as “the least antisemitic person” and a staunch supporter of Judeo-Christian values, Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin, who counts Jews in his Eurasian geo-political network, and Hungarian strongman Viktor Orban, who touts Israel as a model for ethno-nationalism. Orthodox Judaism has become a critical component in the theocratic institutions of leading conservative intellectuals and religious figures across Europe, the United States and the Middle East.
These new alliances with forces traditionally at odds with the welfare of the Jewish people beg the timeless question: Is this good for the Jews?
Nowhere Left to Go tells the story of how Jews ceased being seen as the darlings of the Left, avatars of modernity, secularists and liberals to become instead the beau ideal of the global right, symbols of authenticity and tradition, and proponents of orthodoxy and nationalism. It reveals a new, “diagonal” pattern of Jewish relationship to power, one that cuts across national, religious, and class identities and diverges from the hierarchical or egalitarian patterns of Jewish-gentile relations that traditionally reigned.  It explores the impact major political events have had in promoting these exchanges and alliances, such as the effect of the 9/11 terrorist attack on Jewish and Right-wing groups, the rise of the Boycott Divestment and Sanctions movement, Trump’s outreach to certain Jewish groups and criticisms of others, the new geopolitical coalitions between Israel and Arab countries, and the role played by the memory of the Holocaust in European political culture.
The book will combine historical narratives stretching from the Middle Ages to the present with personal biographies that bring to light the major actors and institutions driving these developments. It spotlights the rabbis, priests, intellectuals, and gurus working in think tanks, synagogues, churches, and NGOs who, since the 1970s, have been recasting the Right and Judaism in complementary terms, creating new political movements, redefining the very nature of Judaism and the makeup of the global right. It will place these developments in a broader historical context that shows the different kinds of alliances Jews have used to survive under hostile political regimes. 

This book reckons with these developments and addresses vital questions such as: is Judaism a religion founded on the universal mission to rectify injustice and inequities or the survival and flourishing of a chosen people? Does bloodline still define who is a Jew and what constitutes anti-semitism today. Should Christian Zionists be considered Jews. Is Judaism a religion that favors democracy, autocracy or theocracy. The answers to these questions have radically changed over the last fifty years. Jewish support for right-wing parties and the absorption of Judaism and Judaic symbols in right-wing political ideologies is challenging the post war western consensus of who is a Jew, what is anti-Semitism and the nature of right-wing ideologies. 

            A provocative work of vivid narrative, deep erudition and trenchant historical analysis, Nowhere Left to Go is the first book to explore the dangers and possibilities of a Jewish alliance with the global right and will offer the definitive account of an epic historical shift in Jewish political and cultural identity. It will speak to readers of popular books on Jewish identity and politics such as Dara Horn’s People Love Dead Jews, Ari Shavit’s My Promised Land; Bari Weiss’ How to Fight Anti-Semitism, Jason Stanley’s How Fascism Works and Bernard Henri Levy’s The Genius of Judaism.
            Eliyahu Stern is Professor of Modern Jewish Intellectual and Cultural History at Yale University. Previously, he was Junior William Golding Fellow in the Humanities at Brasenose College and the Oriental Institute, University of Oxford. He is the co-director of the Applied Research Collective for American Jewry at New York University. Currently, he is a member of the Academic Advisory Board of the Center of Jewish History in New York City. Stern also received rabbinic ordination at Yeshiva University and served in pastoral and educational roles at Manhattan’s Park East Synagogue. He is the author of two award-winning monographs, The Genius: Elijah of Vilna and the Making of Modern Judaism (Yale University Press in 2012) and Jewish Materialism: The Intellectual Revolution of the 1870s (Yale University Press, 2018). His popular writing appears frequently in wide circulation publications such as the New York Times, Haaretz, and Tablet Magazine. He has been featured on CNN’s The Situation Room and PBS’s Christine Amanpour & Co. 
Daring to Doubt: Uncover the Power of Your Inner Critic 
By Robi Ludwig, PsyD

(Broadleaf, 2026; UK and translation rights with agent)

Material available: Proposal

The fact that according to most polling, a majority of Americans distrust the media is not surprising. But did you know that doubt often has a contagious element and a reciprocal impact: when we doubt what we think about the world, it triggers a self-questioning of our own life and life decisions. A Google search reveals that a whopping 85% of individuals struggle with self-doubt on a regular basis, and a deeper dive shows that research supports this finding.

In 2023, Dr. Ludwig conducted a survey of her thousands of patients and social media followers, and distinct and very different camps emerged: people shared stories of times when they were literally paralyzed by doubt, and that spectrum can be traced to disorders like anxiety and OCD. Others reported experiencing devastating episodes of imposter syndrome. Still others shared the ways that they became victims to the manipulative use of doubt in gaslighting or media dis/mis-information. And there were stories from those living with others who were so stuck in their own loop of rightness, and righteousness, that there was no room left for doubt. She realized that by reevaluating our relationship with doubt, understanding why we are plagued with it, and how we can recognize its power, it can serve us better. And if doubt is truly holding you back, that needs to be addressed and tweaked. Fortunately, it's not as hard as people think.

In Daring to Doubt: Uncover the Power of Your Inner Critic, prominent media personality and NYC psychotherapist Dr. Robi Ludwig proposes a radical new take on doubt: if used correctly, doubt doesn’t have to hold us back, creating a path of stagnation and paralysis. In fact, it’s the one emotion we need more of in order to increase self-esteem and focus on what’s important in relationships with both ourselves and others. Based on the latest neuroscience and psychological research, as well as her own insights from her thriving clinical practice, the book will explore how our brains develop doubt, why doubt is necessary for survival, and how we can harness this seemingly negative feeling into a tool for self-empowerment.

This transformative and engaging book is an invitation to explore what we question about ourselves and the information we’re exposed to, let go of ideas that are no longer serving us, and cultivate greater mental flexibility, curiosity, and resilience. It will speak to the readers of bestsellers such as Susan Cain’s QUIET, Roy Baumeister’s WILLPOWER, and Adam Grant’s THINK AGAIN, which similarly unpack how shadow emotions or behaviors can hold us back and help us to hone critical thinking while guiding us towards being savvier and more self-aware.

Robi Ludwig is a nationally known psychotherapist who is a regular guest on Fox News, CNN, and NBC News Daily. She is the author of Your Best Age is Now: Embrace an Ageless Mindset, Reenergize Your Dreams, and Live a Soul-Satisfying Life (Harper One, 2016) and Till Death Do Us Part: Love, Marriage and the Mind of the Killer Spouse (Atria, 2006). In 2020 and 2022, she received the Best of Manhattan Award in the Mental Health Practitioner category. She is currently the Executive Producer and Host of a Facebook Live show called Talking Live, as well as the host of the Dr. Robi Ludwig Byte Size podcast, where she interviews prominent personalities weekly. She was previously the relationship contributor to Investigation Discovery Network’s Scorned: Love Kills, and hosted two seasons of TLC’s reality show, One Week to Save Your Marriage as well as GSN’s reality game show, Without Prejudice?
Uncontrollable Urge: The Secret Life of Mark Mothersbaugh  
By Mark Mothersbaugh 
(Hanover Square Press, 2028; translation rights with agent)

Material available: proposal

Mark Mothersbaugh is one of pop music’s most radically original talents and unapologetically subversive visionaries. The cofounder and face of the iconic punk group Devo, Mothersbaugh is also one of Hollywood’s most in-demand composers, tapped for major productions such as “The Lego Movie,” “Thor,” and Wes Anderson films such as “Rushmore,” “The Royal Tenenbaums,” and “The Life Aquatic.” Further, he is a prodigious visual artist whose artwork and sculptures have been featured in museums and galleries across the country. 


It’s time, he’s decided, to open the trap door of the Mothersbaugh unconscious: to expound his philosophy—the punk-Surrealist, geek-Dada view of art, life, and American society that drives one of the most bracingly original avant-pop artists of our time—and to do it in his own unflinchingly honest way.


Written in collaboration with the biographer and arts journalist Mark Dery and stunningly illustrated with Mothersbaugh’s comic-grotesque postcard art, Uncontrollable Urge will be an appropriately Devo-esque memoir blurring the line between secret life and shared history, personal myth and autobiographical truth. Uproarious, poignant, painful, and uncompromisingly original, Uncontrollable Urge will brim with insights into art, life, creativity, and the dreams (and nightmares) that fuel Mothersbaugh’s obsessive output. In its pages, we’ll come face to face with an unseen side of one of pop music’s true mutants and most innovative, influential figures. 


Told in a voice that is part confidante, part creative polymath, part anthropologist from Mark wryly observing the human condition, Uncontrollable Urge will trawl the depths of the Mothersbaugh psyche in search of devolutionary wisdom: drily funny observations on celebrity, Hollywood, and the rock-star life; sharply observed critiques of American society from the ‘60’s till now; invaluable insights into the creative process and the artistic mind; and more than a few painfully close-to-the-bone moments where Mothersbaugh takes the scalpel-sharp attitude that made Devo’s satire so effective and turns it on himself.


Mark Mothersbaugh is a born raconteur with a bottomless grab bag of stories. He’ll take readers through some of his more memorable experiences, such as smoking Angel Dust with Michael Jackson at Studio 54, or the time the German fashion model he was dating turned out to be a member of the Baader-Meinhof Gang, or the time Richard Branson tried to have Devo recruit Johnny Rotten to be their lead singer by sending them all to Jamaica. [Spoiler alert: things didn’t end well.] Each chapter will be enlivened by stranger-than-fiction stories like these, some hilarious, some unsettling, some profoundly moving. We’ll meet cultural icons such as David Bowie, Brian Eno, Wes Anderson, Pee-wee Herman, Neil Young, John Lennon, Timothy Leary, William S. Burroughs, and many others. 


Uncontrollable Urge will touch on themes that recur in Mothersbaugh’s song lyrics, visual art, writing, and conversation—universal themes that will resonate powerfully with readers: creativity, and how to unlock it. Music, and what it means, and how he makes it. Childhood, and how to remain childlike without being childish. The soul-shriveling cost of the conformity society demands. Being an outsider. Being bullied. Being midwestern. The de-evolutionary spiral of Trump’s America. The compulsory positivity of American culture and the David Lynchian darkness it conceals. Sex, and sexual frustration. Religion. The seductions—and isolating, soul-killing downside—of technology. The politics of satire, and the radical uses of irony (in a country where “authenticity” and “relatability” are fetishized and irony is weaponized, increasingly by far-right social-media influencers and trolls-turned-politicians).


Enriched with surreal, provocative artwork that perfectly embodies Mark’s singular vision of the world, Uncontrollable Urge will be a memoir like no other, the literary electroencephalogram of one of pop’s greatest enfant terribles. 

With its engrossing storytelling, insights into the creative process, and intimate encounters with household names who, like the author, have changed pop culture, Uncontrollable Urge‘s appeal will reach far beyond Devo’s fervent fandom to engage the broad readership that propelled rock-star confessionals like Girl in a Band by Kim Gordon, Debbie Harry’s Face It, Dave Grohl’s The Storyteller, Flea’s Acid for the Children, as well as cerebral musings like David Byrne’s How Music Works and Accidentally Wes Anderson by Wally Koval, onto the bestseller lists. Furthermore, Mark will be able to access his formidable Rolodex of music and Hollywood luminaries to help promote the project.


Mark Mothersbaugh is the co-founder, lead singer, and pioneering keyboardist of the legendary New Wave band Devo. Devo’s influence has reverberated through successive waves of post-punk, math-rock, and electronica bands. Mothersbaugh has reinvented himself as one of Hollywood’s most prolific yet instantly identifiable composers. Through Mutato Muzika, the multimedia company he founded in 1989, he has scored hundreds of commercials, including spots for Apple, Target, Hummer, Sprint, and Mastercard, along with countless movies and TV shows, including Tiger King, Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs, Rushmore, The Royal Tenenbaums, The Life Aquatic, Pee-wee’s Playhouse, and the Rugrats television, stage, and film franchise. Among the videogames he’s created music for are Jak and Daxter, The Sims 2, and Frogger: Ancient Shadows. 
The World’s Laboratory: How California Engineered the Future
By Peter Westwick

(Oxford University Press, 2027; translation rights with agent)

Material available: Proposal

California is now the fifth-largest economy in the world—if it were a nation, it would be a world power—and much of that economic growth has been driven by technology. Societies around the world now look to it as a model of technological innovation and economic growth. The Golden State has been the world leader in not one high-tech industry but a whole slew of them: mining, oil, aerospace, biotech, and entertainment, in addition to the microelectronics, personal computing, and Internet sectors known collectively as Silicon Valley. California’s technological fervor also helped make it one of the world’s most productive farming regions and spawned global lifestyle-sports industries from surfing and skateboarding to rock-climbing and mountain biking. 

The World’s Laboratory is the story of how California became the global epicenter of high-tech innovation. Spanning two centuries, and covering industries ranging from agriculture to biotech, entertainment to plastic surgery, the book will highlight several key factors driving these knowledge economies: in particular, research universities, public investment, immigrant communities, a risk-taking culture, and cross-pollination in a rich high-tech ecology. By showing how California combined these ingredients to create a series of high-tech industries, this book will offer essential lessons about the opportunities and limits of technological dynamism.

As the book show, California became a high-tech powerhouse through its propagation of “knowledge economies”—that is, of economic sectors based on advanced science and engineering knowledge. Silicon Valley is usually presented as the prime example of a knowledge economy, but this book will demonstrate that California throughout its history has been characterized by a series of knowledge economies, long before Silicon Valley: from mining, oil, and agriculture to aerospace, entertainment, and biotech. Each drew on particular technical communities and developed particular forms of expertise. 

This book will show how California’s technologies developed by addressing seemingly simple questions. Why did a particular technology appear at a particular time and place? Why was Southern California the epicenter of the aerospace industry? Why is the entertainment industry identified with Hollywood? Why did biotech first flourish in the Bay Area? Why were certain types of infrastructure pursued and not others? Why did L.A. become a car-centered society? What factor did California’s creative, risk-tolerant, future-oriented, and footloose culture play in its technological development?  

The book will explain the ways California benefited from immigrants bringing technological expertise, from Cornish and Chilean miners in the Gold Rush to European Jewish emigrés in Hollywood and South and East Asians in Silicon Valley and Silicon Beach. It will also show how technologies and tech-based industries reflected or reinforced racial discrimination, from Asians and Latinos in the mining industry to Blacks and Latinos in Silicon Valley. California science and technology also reveals gendered social roles: from the empowerment displayed by Rosie the Riveter (and her colleague, Rosita the Riveter) in the aircraft industry and by early aerospace “computresses,” to the challenges faced by the first female undergraduates accepted at Caltech in the early 1970s, to the chauvinistic assumptions of today’s “brogrammers” in Silicon Valley.  

By unearthing the technological dimensions of every facet of the Golden State’s development, The World’s Laboratory offers a radical rethinking of the idea of California and its achievements. It will provide a cautionary tale about the substantial costs as well as benefits of high-tech innovation in the modern world.  If California is, as Wallace Stegner wrote, “where the future will be made,” we need to understand how it became the factory for the future and how that factory works.  

A masterful work synthesizing original research with compelling narrative, this book will interest readers who want to understand the origins and influence of high-tech regions and the role of tech-based industry, culture and infrastructure in our world. It will speak to readers of Dan Senor and Saul Singer’s Start-Up Nation, Margaret O’Mara’s The Code, Edward Glaeser’s Triumph of the City, and Richard Florida’s The Rise of the Creative Class, as well as bestselling works that explored a particular region’s broader influence, such as Craig Pittman’s Oh, Florida! and Mike Davis’ City of Quartz.

Peter Westwick is the author of Stealth: The Secret Contest to Invent Invisible Aircraft (Oxford University Press, 2020), The World in the Curl: An Unconventional History of Surfing, co-authored with Peter Neushul (Random House/Crown, 2013), Into the Black: JPL and the American Space Program, 1976-2004 (Yale University Press, 2007), and The National Labs: Science in an American System, 1947-1974 (Harvard University Press, 2003).
Lie, Steal, Cheat or Kill: The Epic War Behind the Making of “Gone with the Wind” 
By David Kimel
(St. Martin’s, 2026; translation and UK rights with agent)

Material available: Proposal

Last year, David Kimel, a Yale History PhD candidate and the coach of the Yale debate team, acquired at auction the original shooting script of “Gone with the Wind”, a script that somehow survived producer David O. Selznick’s efforts to destroy all the copies. He stumbled upon a treasure trove of lost scenes and revisions that exposed the stunning truth behind the making of this iconic film. He discovered that a civil war had roiled the production over the issue of slavery and the portrayal of African Americans, with one group of screenwriters and producers insisting on depicting the institution’s brutality, and another faction, which included David O. Selznick and F. Scott Fitzgerald, trying to wash it away. Kimel’s revelations would make world headlines last spring, featured in publications like the Times of London, People and Fox news.
Lie, Steal, Cheat or Kill builds on this discovery to offer an exhilarating narrative history of the troubled, epic creation of the most famous and contentious movie in Hollywood history, highlighting how these internecine battles shaped how the movie romanticized the Old South, and in turn, how it shaped the world’s understanding of race relations. The book offers the real story about what was then the most expensive gamble in the history of Hollywood. Machiavellian, meth-crazed producer David O Selznick and black character actress Hattie McDaniel had nothing in common but the same dream of artistic success and recognition by the Academy, and both would stop at nothing to achieve it. Would racism, two nervous breakdowns, a suicide attempt by the star, and the firing of a director, cinematographer, and half a dozen screenwriters derail their plans?
What are we to make of the excised material showcasing a very different, brutal view of slavery? Who was responsible for these depictions and why were they cut? What cost did Selznick face for his choices? And what price did the country and the world pay? Lie, Steal, Cheat or Kill answers these questions, and many more.
This work of extensive archival research and fast-paced storytelling offers a fascinating portrait of the politics of the Hollywood studio system, the legacy of the Old South, and the complexities of racial representation. But at heart it is a rousing and explosive work of cinematic history that details, among other things:
 

- The tensions on the set involving original director George Cukor’s sexuality, investigating the theory that Clark Gable’s discomfort with being directed by a gay man resulted in Cukor’s firing, and offering evidence of anti-Semitic and homophobic language by Gable and the new director who replaced Cukor. 
- The lost scenes depicting intriguing content beyond slavery, including scenes of a cross-dressing rioter, prostitutes put on trial, Rhett’s contemplation of suicide with a revolver, and comedic sequences of a belching Scarlett O’Hara; 
- Vivien Leigh’s mental health struggles on set including an attempted suicide in the wake of her emotional abuse at the hands of Victor Fleming, who was also the original director of The Wizard of Oz. The book also discusses the little-publicized allegations in the British press that she accused Clark Gable of attempted rape on set. 
 

The vivid characters in Lie, Steal, Cheat or Kill are its strongest asset, and each chapter is told from the perspective of a different personality, creating a mosaic of vantage points emphasizing the collaborative nature of filmmaking. Chapters focus on characters as varied as the obsessive, meddling Selznick; the alcoholic, melancholic Fitzgerald; the fiercely determined McDaniel; the passionate but tortured Leigh; the proudly gay, wise-cracking Cukor; the misogynistic Fleming; the domineering Gable; and the militant Butterfly McQueen. 
Lie, Steal, Cheat or Kill dismantles the traditional image of a cherished American classic and exposes a complex, fraught battleground where artistry, politics, and social upheaval converged. It will force readers to reckon with the film’s history and its unique contributions (for better or worse) to the American racial landscape,
Lie, Steal, Cheat or Kill will appeal to the readers that made bestsellers out of books such as Mark Seal’s history of the making of “The Godfather,” Leave the Gun, Take the Cannoli (Gallery, 2020), Sam Wasson’s The Big Goodbye: Chinatown and the Last Years of Hollywood (Flatiron, 2020), and Mark Harris’ Pictures at a Revolution: Five Movies and the Birth of the New Hollywood (Penguin Press, 2008). But it will also go beyond those books in scope by placing “Gone with the Wind” in the broader context of race in America. In this sense, it more resembles a work like Erik Larson’s smash hit, Devil in the White City. 
David Vincent Kimel graduated from Harvard Summa cum Laude and Phi Beta Kappa in Classics. He was ranked top debater in the country in 2005 and was the coach of the Yale debate team (ranked first in the world all six years of his tenure). After co-founding the World’s Scholar’s Cup (today the largest international quiz bowl competition for students in the world), he then attended Yale University, where he is completing his PhD in History. His writing has been featured in The New York Times, The Washington Post, The Hill, and The Jerusalem Post. In 2016, he served as a debate consultant on the Clinton campaign, collaborating with Jake Sullivan’s team. 
Ricochet: How Guns, Greed and Politics Drive the American Way of Violence 
By Michael McIntire

(One Signal/Simon & Schuster, 2026; translation rights with agent)

Material available: Fully edited manuscript
It wasn’t that long ago when you could still envision a future for America not marked by gun idolatry, blood-stained classrooms, and empty offers of thoughts and prayers. Yet a witches’ brew of politics, money and ideology has warped gun culture in the United States, reframing the Second Amendment, cowing our elected leaders and opening the door to the reckless marketing of powerful weapons driven by fear rather than sport. How did America arrive at the point where its citizens own over 400 million firearms and active shooter drills are a staple of offices and schools across the country?
A three-time Pulitzer Prize winner, Mike has been one of the New York Times’ most authoritative and groundbreaking reporters on gun issues over the last decade (his most recent work, revealing the hidden role of lawmakers who empowered the N.R.A., upends our conventional view of the gun lobby and Congress). In Richochet, Mike McIntire will use the story of gun culture to tell a much deeper story of the American way of violence, how the convergence of unfettered liberty, self-reliance and free markets applied, in this case, to a product designed to result in our violent undoing. While gun violence is the narrative vehicle, the book also speaks to this dark side of American freedom when left unchecked. 
This explosive and revealing account will feature new details on the N.R.A.’s decades-long campaign to expand gun rights and push cases up to a friendly Supreme Court; how Wall Street saw an opportunity to turbocharge the market for AR-15 semiautomatic rifles and online firearms sales; the repeated sabotage of gun control efforts by congressmen essentially working for the gun lobby; how the firearms industry coopted Congress and the legal academy; and the concerted effort by the firearms industry to expand its customer pool by targeting women, racial minorities and, most of all, children.
Richochet will take a novelistic approach in telling this story, integrating larger themes and historical developments with a cast of vivid characters, such as a former N.R.A. leader with a hidden past that included serving jail time for killing a Mexican immigrant in Texas; a secretive Wall Street billionaire who tried to corner the market on AR-15s; a California doctor who built a Shangri-La of firearms training in the desert where rich people buy memberships to learn how to shoot and then relax in a spa; a liberal Democratic congressman who did more to kill gun control in the U.S. than any rock-ribbed Republican; and a troubled teenager from upstate New York who was the gun industry’s dream customer before he used his knowledge and equipment to murder 10 Black people at a supermarket.
Richochet is a story about America, an excavation of the cultural and political dynamics that are at the root of our contemporary crises. A work of deep, revelatory investigative reporting, gripping storytelling and incisive analysis, Richochet is the definitive story of the forces that shape American gun culture and the often tragic consequences. The book will speak to the readers who were drawn to critically and commercially successful books like George Packer’s The Unwinding: An Inner History of the New America (FSG, 2013), Dark Money: The Hidden History of the Billionaires Behind the Rise of the Radical Right (Doubleday, 2016), and Tim Alberta’s American Carnage: On the Front Lines of the American Civil War and the Rise of President Trump (HarperCollins, 2018).
Mike McIntire is an investigative reporter at the New York Times and the winner of three Pulitzer Prizes for his reporting. He shared Pulitzers in 2022 for reporting on the hidden financial incentives behind police traffic stops, and in 2017 for reporting on covert Russian interference in the U.S. presidential election. During the 2020 presidential campaign, Mike was part of a team that obtained and published Donald Trump’s long-concealed tax returns. In 2015, his investigation of corruption in college sports was a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize and was the basis for his book, Champions Way: Football, Florida and the Lost Soul of College Sports (Norton, 2017).  He has taught journalism at New York University since 2004 and was a 2019 Ferris Visiting Professor of Journalism at Princeton University.
UPCOMING PROPOSALS
Adapt and Adopt: The Simple Tools World-Class Organizations Use to Solve Impossible Problems
By Justin Fanelli

Material available: Proposal

Justin Fanelli is the Chief Technology Officer of the United States Department of Navy, Justin is the rare public-sector technologist whose work sits at the intersection of national security, enterprise technology, and organizational transformation. Over three decades he has served as a chief engineer, architect, technical director, professor, investor, and DARPA fellow, leading multi-billion-dollar programs and launching agencies from scratch. Fanelli is also a visible public voice in the technology and leadership space, having spoken to more than 70,000 professionals across venues including the World Economic Forum, CES, SXSW, TEDx, and the Aspen Institute, while appearing in outlets such as Forbes, Wired, Axios, Bloomberg, and TechCrunch. With a growing social media following and deep relationships across government, Silicon Valley, and the Fortune 500, he brings both authority and a ready-made platform to a commercial nonfiction audience.
Adapt and Adopt argues that in an era obsessed with innovation, the real competitive advantage comes from disciplined adoption. As CTO of the U.S. Navy, Fanelli discovered that the organization’s most dramatic breakthroughs did not come from inventing new technologies, but from systematically finding proven solutions, adapting them to new contexts, and deploying them at speed. Using a simple six-tool “Innovation Adoption Kit,” his small team delivered capabilities in months instead of decades, transforming one of the world’s oldest institutions into a fast-moving, startup-like organization.
The mission of Adapt and Adopt is simple: it explains Fanelli’s award-winning methodology that shows leaders how to solve seemingly impossible problems not by inventing from scratch, but by finding, adapting, and deploying solutions to new contexts and at speed. At a deeper level, the book argues that in a world of exponential technology and escalating challenges, success belongs to the organizations that can absorb and apply existing capabilities faster than their competitors can build them.
The book will combine narrative case studies - from aircraft carriers connected with repurposed gaming technologies to digital turnarounds at institutions like FedEx - with a practical, accessible toolkit. Each chapter will introduce one of the six tools in the Innovation Adoption Kit, illustrated through high-stakes real-world scenarios across defense, intelligence, and the private sector. The tone will be brisk, practical, and story-driven, but grounded in enterprise-scale transformation rather than startup lore. Readers will see how billion-dollar portfolios were reshaped, legacy systems shut down, and breakthrough capabilities delivered at unprecedented speed - all by applying a small set of disciplined adoption techniques.
At a time when organizations of every kind are overwhelmed by technological change, Adapt and Adopt offers a rare combination of authority, urgency, and practical method. It is a book about execution in the age of exponential technology, aimed at leaders who feel their problems are growing faster than their capacity to solve them. The book will appeal to readers of The Lean Startup by Eric Ries, Extreme Ownership by Jocko Willink and Leif Babin, High Output Management by Andrew Grove, Reengineering the Corporation by Hammer and Champy, Never Split the Difference by Chris Voss, and Principles by Ray Dalio.
Justin Fanelli is the Chief Technology Officer of the U.S. Navy. Over a thirty-year career spanning DARPA, the intelligence community, venture capital, academia, and multiple federal agencies, he has led large-scale technology transformations at the highest levels of government and industry. He serves on several public and private boards, has taught at Georgetown University, and has been recognized with numerous national and industry awards. 
Land of Deepest Shade: What Ancient Philosophers Facing Death Can Teach Us About Life 
By Nick Romeo

Material available: Proposal

Shortly before his death by execution in 399 BCE, the Athenian Socrates told his friends that his devotion to philosophy has been a lifelong preparation for death. Almost 500 years later, the Roman Stoic Seneca declared that to philosophize is to learn how to die. Many ancient philosophers defended the strange, somewhat paradoxical notion that contemplation of death is essential to living a good life. 

Land of Deepest Shade: What Ancient Philosophers Facing Death Can Teach Us About Life tells the story of how six ancient Greek and Roman thinkers confronted death – in their lives and in their philosophy. Beginning with Homer in the eighth century BCE, the book covers Socrates, Aristotle, Epicurus, and Seneca, before ending with Boethius in the sixth century CE. Each of the six chapters explores how an ancient thinker answered three major questions: What happens when we die? What does death imply about how we should live? And how can we act on these insights?.

Land of Deepest Shade blends accessible intellectual history with original analysis to craft a powerful and practical meditation on how to live well during our finite time on earth. The book has two broad goals: to tell the fascinating story of a millennium of philosophical inquiry into mortality and to provide practical insights to anyone seeking to live a deeper and more examined life today. 

This message is sorely needed. Today’s tech-addled and ad-saturated culture glorifies youth and dreads death. Billionaires spend lavishly to “solve” and “hack” death; millionaires pay to cryogenically freeze their severed heads to await a technological resurrection. Whole sectors of the economy distract us from death. We amuse ourselves with mindless memes, gladiatorial spectacles, shopping, doomscrolling, political feuding, drinking, and feasting. It’s easy to avoid the painful moment of moral reckoning that Herodotus describes. 

Debates about the meaning of death are simultaneously inquiries into what is valuable in life. Having seized the day, what should we do with it?  Feast or fast? Study or socialize? Reminders of death can sharpen the urgency we feel to prioritize whatever we value, but they alone can’t show us what we should value in the first place. 

Despite their differences, the figures in this book converge on the insight that how we live matters more than for how long we live. It’s one thing to grasp an argument that death is nothing to fear; it’s another to be fearless when confronting your own demise. 
With its vivid anecdotes and practical advice, this book is the skeleton at the feast, helping us grapple with an age-old fear. 
This book is perfectly situated at the intersection of several broad audiences. Readers interested in the ancient Greek and Roman world – fans of Mary Beard, James Romm, or Adrian Goldsworthy – will find an expertly guided tour through over a millennia of ancient philosophy and history.  Readers of books on ancient stoicism – fans of Ryan Holiday and Massimo Pigliucci – will find here a similar mix of interesting philosophy and practical advice (much of it from outside Stoicism). Admirers of Sarah Bakewell, Adam Nicholson, and Alain de Botton will enjoy a book that deploys the same sort of charismatic intellectual storytelling. Stephen Greenblatt's book The Swerve and Matthew Crawford’s Shopclass as Soulcraft are also examples of similar books that have done well. 

Nick Romeo has spent years covering ideas and policy in influential narrative features for The New Yorker magazine and teaches at the University of California, Berkeley's Graduate School of Journalism. His acclaimed recent book, The Alternative: How To Build A Just Economy (Public Affairs, Jan. 2024), was praised by The Guardian (“an enlightening, inspiring read,”) and the Washington Post ( “a brisk and sensible book that details bold and ingenious proposals in measured tones.”) The book combined original reporting with philosophical analysis of economics and is now being developed into a documentary streaming series by Lemon Tree Productions. He has given invited lectures at MIT, the London School of Economics, Oxford, the University of Michigan, South by Southwest, the Hague, and many other venues. Nick is well-suited to undertake this new project in several ways. A cultural critic and journalist, he has written on ethics and philosophy for the New Yorker, Aeon, The Washington Post, the New York Times, and many other publications.  He holds a Masters degree in ancient Greek philosophy and is fluent in both modern and ancient Greek. His reported magazine features from Greece include stories in the New Yorker, National Geographic, and the New Republic.
Before the Europeans: The Asian Age of Exploration

By Valerie Hansen
Material available: Proposal

Although the Asian Age of Exploration predated the European Age of Exploration by hundreds of years, few Westerners know about it. Most people believe that European explorers like Columbus and da Gama were the first mariners to travel across the ocean to distant lands. Not so! Starting around 400, Asian explorers pioneered and mapped different maritime routes between East Africa and the Philippines, and as early as 800 they were doing a thriving business carrying huge amounts of cargo and people. In fact, the Asian Age of Exploration made the European Age of Exploration possible because European explorers were able to build on the pre-existing Asian maritime network. 

This book tells the story of the Asian Age of Exploration, using the 7000-mile trade route between China and the Middle East, the one that connected Baghdad, one of the largest cities in the world in 800, with Guangzhou, the main port in southeast China, as it’s narrative throughline. Readers will learn when it first came into use, what multiple shipwrecks reveal about the commodities that were traded across huge distances, and how much the peoples living along the route knew about their neighbors. 

The history of Asian exploration differs completely from that of European exploration. Rulers didn’t dispatch explorers to find new lands or to establish colonies. Most of the exploration was done by merchants who wanted to get rich by selling products to new customers. They accepted the peoples they encountered as they were—provided they had something to trade. The Asian merchants did not want to govern the peoples they encountered. As long as they could conduct business with them, there was no need to interfere in their society. Unlike European exploration, Asian exploration was neither exploitative nor judgmental. The Asian Age of Exploration demonstrates how things might have gone differently—that European-style expansion was not the only possible path to the present. 

Key Themes

• Asian explorers knew the 7000-mile route between the Persian Gulf and China—and a robust trade was fully in place—by 800, long before Columbus and da Gama launched the European Age of Exploration in 1492.

• Centuries before either Columbus or da Gama sailed, ships from Arabia, India, Southeast Asia, and China regularly traveled distances farther than either explorer went.

• Exploration in Asia worked differently than in Europe, where monarchs dispatched explorers to seek new lands in the hope of colonizing them and converting their populations to Christianity. Most of the exploration in Asia was done by merchants.

• Because expansion of commercial networks did not involve either colonization or proselytization, the history of Asian exploration offers a fascinating alternative to the history of European exploration and how our world developed.

• Commercial exchanges in Asia were much more sophisticated than anything in contemporary Europe. In 1498, when Da Gama prepared his gifts of clothing and food for the ruler of the port of Calicut on the west Indian coast, his hosts mocked his gifts as completely inadequate. 

• Shipwrecks give a tangible sense of the immense scale of the Asian trade. A single vessel could carry hundreds of thousands of ceramic vessels fired in Chinese kilns as well as tons of metal (used for both manufacturing and minting coins).

• Despite the lack of steam or electric power, China was the world’s primary manufacturer as early as 800.

• Starting in 1405, the Chinese admiral Zheng He led a fleet of 317 ships staffed by 28,000 men to Southeast Asia, India, the Arabian Peninsula, and Africa. This attempt by the emperor of the Ming dynasty to forcibly take over the trade failed, and China subsequently withdrew from the sea, a mere 60 years before da Gama arrived in India.

Before the Europeans: The Asian Age of Exploration will appeal to the readers of Charles Mann’s 1491, Nigel Cliff’s The Last Crusade: The Epic Voyages of Vasco da Gama — A Radical Reinterpretation of the Struggle Between Christianity and Islam. (Harper Perennial, 2012) and Felipe Fernandez-Armesto’s Pathfinders: A Global History of Exploration (W. W. Norton, 2006)
Valerie Hansen is a professor of Chinese and world history at Yale University. She is the author of The Open Empire: A History of China to 1600 (W. W. Norton, 2000; second edition, 2016), The Silk Road: A New History (Oxford University Press, 2012; expanded college edition 2015), and The Year 1000: When Explorers Connected the World and Globalization Began (Scribner, 2020; rights with publisher). 
The Everything Bubble: A Guide to the New Age of Speculation and its Phantom Wealth 
By Satyajit Das

Material available: Proposal and finished manuscript 

How did individuals abandon traditional thrift for speculating with their houses and savings in the quest for financial security? Why do governments invest national wealth in dubious projects like WeWork? What drives companies to embrace financial manipulation instead of making better widgets? How did banks become vehicles for risk taking traders and peddlers of toxic financial products? What is the reason behind the dominant role of asset managers? And how did these behaviours change the character of land, infrastructure, commodities, and technologies, which are now valued as objects of speculation not their use? What are the consequences?
Over the last half-century, advanced economies have conducted a vast and largely unexamined experiment: substituting finance for production as the engine of prosperity. In The Everything Bubble: A Guide to the New Age of Speculation and its Phantom Wealth, Satyajit Das examines how individuals, corporations, governments, and financial institutions abandoned thrift, productive investment, and long-term value creation in favor of debt-fueled speculation—and how this shift transformed homes, infrastructure, commodities, and technologies into chips in a global casino. The result is an age of serial bubbles, rising instability, and what appears to be wealth without substance.

 

The book’s core mission is simple and unsparing: to explain how financialisation created a culture of speculation that produces phantom wealth rather than durable prosperity. More broadly, The Everything Bubble seeks to show how this speculative logic reshaped economic behavior and social expectations across the modern world, leaving policymakers, investors, and citizens trapped in a system that is increasingly fragile, yet extraordinarily difficult to unwind.

 

Written with clarity and authority, the book combines conceptual analysis with vivid, real-world examples drawn from across markets, countries, and asset classes. It is structured around eleven chapters that move from meme investing and the mechanics of leverage to the speculative transformation of governments, corporations, banks, and asset managers, before examining how land, commodities, technology, and even finance itself have been distorted by speculative imperatives. Each chapter opens with clear propositions and is grounded in detailed case studies—from sovereign wealth fund losses and corporate financial engineering to private equity excesses, commodity trading distortions, and the reinvention of innovation through venture capital. Drawing on nearly five decades of direct experience inside global finance, Das offers insights unavailable to purely academic or journalistic accounts.

 

At a moment when markets once again price perfection and governments quietly absorb mounting financial risks, The Everything Bubble provides a timely and unsettling diagnosis of the world as it is, not as it is imagined to be. It argues that speculation is no longer episodic but structural—and that its consequences, from inequality to instability to democratic erosion, are now unavoidable features of contemporary capitalism. The book aims to equip readers with a clearer understanding of how we arrived here, and what the likely endgame of this era of speculation may be.

 

The book is written for readers of serious narrative and analytical nonfiction—those who have engaged with Edward Chancellor’s The Price of Time, Adam Tooze’s Crashed, John Kay’s The Corporation in the 21st Century, Carl Benedikt Frey’s How Progress Ends, Mark Galeotti’s The Weaponisation of Everything, and Edward Fishman’s Chokepoints. With its global scope, accessible prose, and distinctive perspective grounded in lived financial experience, The Everything Bubble will appeal to readers of economics, current affairs, and political economy seeking to understand the forces shaping markets, states, and everyday life in the age of speculation.

 
Satyajit Das is an internationally respected financier with over 48 years’ experience, named in 2014 by Bloomberg as one of the fifty most influential financial thinkers in the world. He presciently anticipated the 2008 Global Financial Crisis and has provided insightful and accurate commentary on its continuing aftermath. He is the author of several works on the intersection of money and society: Traders, Guns & Money (2006), Extreme Money (2011) (both long-listed for the FT Business Book of the year award), and A Banquet of Consequences/ The Age of Stagnation (2015 and 2021). He has also published technical works on derivatives and eco-tourism. He was featured in Charles Ferguson’s 2010 Oscar-winning documentary Inside Job and the 2012 PBS Frontline series Money, Power & Wall Street. He writes for the Financial Times, Bloomberg, Nikkei Asian Review and MarketWatch and has appeared in various TV and radio programs.

RECENTLY PUBLISHED BOOKS
The Origin of Politics: How Evolution and Ideology Shape the Fate of Nations 
By Nicholas Wade

(Broadside/HarperCollins, 2025; translation rights with agent)

Material available: Finished book
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In The Origin of Politics, eminent science journalist Nicholas Wade trains his eye on one of the most fundamental, yet strangely overlooked, dynamics in the study of politics: the role that human nature – the set of inherited human behaviors -- plays in the development of political systems. The theme of this book is that human nature and politics interact, chiefly through a society’s institutions, which build on inherited human behaviors.   Thus, an army rests on people’s innate willingness to defend their country to the death, a church on the instinct for religious behavior, a judiciary on the inherent tendency to follow social rules and punish those who don’t.
The culmination of years studying the evolutionary origins of our human societies, The Origin of Politics will offer a novel way of assessing the health of political systems by exploring the long-ignored interaction between ideologies and human nature. Through a bold synthesis encompassing anthropology, evolutionary biology, political thought and historical analysis, it explains how human nature shapes the direction of society.  It concludes that the liberal democratic state is better aligned with human nature than its rivals and more likely to endure, provided that challenges from the autocracies and from the advocates of critical theory can be beaten back.
Are poor societies poor because their institutions create incentives that discourage people from working?  Why are nations so cohesive and so prone to warfare? Are there hazards in feminizing a society whose institutions have been built largely by men? These questions can only be answered not through political ideologies, but by looking at how human behavior has evolved. How do kin relationships, tribalism, selfish vs. society-preserving behaviors, and the capacity for warfare shape the contours of political organization. Wade’s analysis encompasses the sweep of human history, from hunter gatherer bands to the rise of the nation state, the Qin dynasty to the Ottoman Empire, the Mongols to the European Union, the rise of communism to critical theory. 
The book will ask why resource-poor countries like Singapore are successful while resource-rich countries like Venezuela are not. It will explore why countries like the United States and Europe, which place a premium on free markets and the rule of law, are more prosperous than many others. It will look at why nationalism is so potent a force for social cohesion.  The book will assess the forces that strengthen the Chinese nation state. The book will also assess the threat posed by critical theory to the foundations of state strength in the United States.
Marked by deep erudition and incisive analysis, The Origin of Politics is as much a stunning history as a pointed warning about our future. As such it will be of interest to many readers, particularly those who enjoy books that attempt big-picture syntheses, such as Robinson and Acemoglu’s Why Nations Fail, Francis Fukuyama’s Origins of Political Order, Ian Morris’ Why the West is Best – for Now, and Jared Diamond’s Guns, Germs and Steel.   
Nicholas Wade worked as a reporter on the weekly scientific journals Nature and Science, before moving to the New York Times where he was an editorial writer, science reporter, and for 7 years the science editor. He is the author of eight books, including Before the Dawn – Recovering the Lost History of Our Ancestors (2006), The Faith Instinct – How Religion Evolved and Why It Endures (2009), and A Troublesome Inheritance – Genes, Race and Human History (2014). These three titles alone have sold over 157k copies. He has also done groundbreaking reporting on the origins of the Covid virus and testified in Congress about his research.
Palestine, 1936: The Great Revolt and the Roots of the Middle East Conflict

By Oren Kessler

(Rowman & Littlefield, 2023; Korean, German, Russian, Spanish and Hebrew rights sold; remaining translation rights with agent)
Material available: Finished book
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One of the 10 Best Books of 2023 – Wall Street Journal 

One of the Best History Books of 2023 -- Booklist  

A gripping, profoundly human, yet even-handed narrative of the origins of the Middle East conflict, with enduring resonance and relevance for our time.

In spring 1936, the Holy Land erupted in a rebellion that targeted both the local Jewish community and the British Mandate authorities that for two decades had midwifed the Zionist project. The Great Arab Revolt would last three years, cost thousands of lives—Jewish, British, and Arab—and cast the trajectory for the Middle East conflict ever since. Yet incredibly, no history of this seminal, formative first “Intifada” has ever been published for a general audience. 
The 1936–1939 revolt was the crucible in which Palestinian identity coalesced, uniting rival families, city and country, rich and poor in a single struggle for independence. Yet the rebellion would ultimately turn on itself, shredding the social fabric, sidelining pragmatists in favor of extremists, and propelling waves of refugees from their homes. British forces’ aggressive counterinsurgency took care of the rest, finally quashing the uprising on the eve of World War II. The revolt to end Zionism had instead crushed the Arabs themselves, leaving them crippled in facing the Jews’ own drive for statehood a decade later. 
For the Jews, the insurgency would lead to very different consequences. It saw thousands of Jews trained and armed by Britain, turning their amateur guard units into the seed of a Jewish army. And it was then, amid carnage in Palestine and the Hitler menace in Europe, that portentous words like “partition” and “Jewish state” first appeared on the international diplomatic agenda.
This is the story of two national movements and the first sustained confrontation between them. The rebellion was Arab, but the Zionist counter-rebellion—the Jews’ military, economic, and psychological transformation—is a vital, overlooked element in the chronicle of how Palestine became Israel.
Today, eight decades on, the revolt’s legacy endures. Hamas’s armed wing and rockets carry the name of the fighter-preacher whose death sparked the 1936 rebellion. When Israel builds security barriers, sets up checkpoints, or razes homes, it is evoking laws and methods inherited from its British predecessor. And when Washington promotes a “two-state solution,” it is invoking a plan with roots in this same pivotal period. 
Based on extensive archival research on three continents and in three languages, Palestine 1936 is the origin story of the world’s most intractable conflict, but it is also more than that. In Oren Kessler’s engaging, journalistic voice, it reveals world-changing events through extraordinary individuals on all sides: their loves and their hatreds, their deepest fears and profoundest hopes.

Oren Kessler is a journalist and political analyst based in Tel Aviv. He has served as deputy director for research at the Foundation for Defense of Democracies in Washington, research fellow at the Henry Jackson Society in London, Arab affairs correspondent for The Jerusalem Post, and an editor and translator at Haaretz English edition. Kessler’s work has appeared in media outlets including Foreign Affairs, Foreign Policy, the Wall Street Journal, the Washington Post, and Politico.

Praise for Palestine, 1936:
“The struggle between Jews and Arabs for the territory between the Jordan River and the Mediterranean Sea is a modern war fought with ancient maps. When did the conflict assume its current parameters?... In 'Palestine 1936,' the Tel Aviv-based political analyst Oren Kessler argues that the crucial moment was an overlooked episode a decade before Israel’s birth. He makes a convincing case..... [Kessler] is the first to tell this story from all three sides (British, Arab, Jewish) and use sources in all three languages (English, Arabic, Hebrew). He has done an exceptional job and opened new vistas on troubles past and present.”

― The Wall Street Journal


“Kessler perceives the start of the massive displacement caused by the founding of Israel in 1948 in the Great Arab Revolt of 1936-39, the longest sustained rebellion against British control of the region. Faced with a burgeoning Zionist movement intent on settling threatened European Jews in Palestine and an intransigent Arab Higher Committee, British officials dithered and made feckless promises to first one side and then the other, rarely acknowledging their own role in exacerbating the tensions. While there is plenty of blame to go around, Kessler exposes the arrogance of British imperialism at its worst. When Jewish immigration skyrocketed to 30- percent of the population, the British High Commissioner of Jerusalem dismissed Arab concerns. The Arab-Jewish violence that followed established the current mechanisms for Israeli suppression of Palestinian resistance: dominating military force, home demolitions as collective punishment, and ironclad commitment to settlements. Ultimately, Britain abandoned both the Jews and the Arabs of Palestine, strictly limiting Jewish immigration as Hitler’s Final Solution was closing in and refusing to recognize Arab rights to independence and self-government. With indelible portraits of such leaders as Musa Alami, George Antonius, David Ben-Gurion, Mohammed Amin al-Husseini, Vladimir Jabotinsky, and Chaim Weizmann, Kessler’s history is key to understanding the current situation between Israelis and Palestinians.”
― Booklist, Starred Review

“The brilliance of Palestine 1936: The Great Revolt and the Roots of the Middle East Conflict lies in the fact that Kessler took a truly archetypical yet understudied event in the history of the world’s most intractable conflict and, following extremely intensive research, made that event –in the historical context in which it happened, as well as the decades-long conflict which has ensued – supremely approachable.”
― Ha'aretz


“The 1936 uprising has virtually receded from memory due to the passage of time and the dearth of books about it in Hebrew, Arabic and English. Oren Kessler, an Israeli journalist, has filled the gap admirably with Palestine 1936: The Great Revolt and the Roots of the Middle East Conflict. A lucid writer, he deals not only with the revolt itself — the first major clash between the Zionist and the Palestinian national movements — but also delves into its causes and legacy. Kessler provides readers with a thorough and thoughtful history of Palestine before addressing the theme at hand…. Kessler convincingly argues that the Jews of Palestine consolidated the demographic, geographic and political basis of their state during this period rather than in 1948, when the first Arab-Israeli war broke out.”

― The Times of Israel


“The history of the Arab-Israeli conflict cannot be understood without a thorough investigation of the 1936 revolt, and Oren Kessler has written the definitive study. Palestine 1936 is an accessible and essential source for scholars, journalists, decision makers, and serious students of the Middle East.”
-- Michael Oren, historian and former Israeli ambassador to the United States, author of Six Days of War: June 1967 and the Making of the Modern Middle East


“An overall history of the Arab Revolt of 1936–1939—the biggest and most significant nationalist uprising against the British Empire in the twentieth century—has long been a lacuna in the historiography of Palestine/Israel. Oren Kessler has at last plugged that gap with this very well-researched, highly readable, and balanced study, studded with fine portraits of the main actors and moving stories of personal tragedy and accomplishment. Highly recommended reading for anyone interested in the history of the Zionist-Arab conflict.”
-- Benny Morris, author of 1948: A History of the First Arab-Israeli War

“Oren Kessler’s book is an informative, well-documented, scholarly portrayal of life in 1936–1939 Mandate Palestine. It is a remarkable work that blends religion, history, and politics. I strongly recommend its translation to Arabic so that it is available to a wide Palestinian audience.”
-- Mohammed S. Dajani Daoudi, director of the Wasatia Academic Institute, Jerusalem

“In Palestine 1936, Oren Kessler has given us a clear, fast-paced, and accessible account of a crucial chapter in the Middle East, introducing a general readership to a fascinating piece of overlooked history while shedding light on the present. I learned a great deal from this book.”
-- Matti Friedman, author of Spies of No Country: Secret Lives at the Birth of Israel

“With his narrative style of history, Oren Kessler offers a compelling account of the seminal events that helped shape Palestine during the British mandate and for many years to come. His welcome focus on a series of riveting Arab Palestinian, Jewish, and British personalities makes Palestine 1936 a brisk and relatable read. Basing his work on rigorous and impressive research in both primary and secondary sources, Kessler helpfully pays attention to seemingly small details that come together to weave the tapestry of history. This is both a delightful and a necessary read that will be of interest both to specialists and to those approaching the topic for the first time.”
-- Arash Azizi, author of The Shadow Commander: Soleimani, the U.S. and Iran’s Global Ambitions


“Refreshingly unbiased and captivating....Palestine 1936 provides a revealing understanding of the origin of today’s Israel-Palestine conflict—it also makes the situation seem all the more impossible to untangle.”
― The American Scholar

“Oren Kessler’s book, Palestine 1936, offers valuable insights into the tragedies and human stories in the 1936-1939 Arab Revolt in Palestine. As one of the first books of general interest on this critical period, it serves as a timely reminder of the immense suffering on both sides.... [The book] proves to be a valuable and accessible resource that provides a digestible account of the events, motivations, identities, and backgrounds of critical players. It is an engaging read regardless of background knowledge, offering insights into how British control of the region and their decisions led to tensions in the 1930s.”
― Global Voices



“[Kessler] has taken up a topic that ought to be well studied but, as he notes, is not. His impressive immersion in the sources and his lively writing bring the "Great Arab Revolt" of 1936-39 to life and show its continued significance…. It is a great book.”

― Middle East Quarterly
The Suggestible Brain: The Science and Magic of How We Make Up Our Minds 

By Amir Raz, Ph.D.

(Hachette, 2024; rights sold in Italy, Hungary, Turkey and Taiwan; remaining translation rights with agent)
Material available: Finished book
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Neuroscientist Amir Raz shares decades of research and case studies to show how suggestion changes the brain and shapes our behavior—and how we can protect ourselves from and harness suggestibility in our own lives.

Suggestions can make cheap wine taste like Château Margaux, warp our perception of time, and alter our memories—and in an age where disinformation has impacted our personal lives and our politics, the power of suggestion is worth even more attention.

In The Suggestible Brain, world-renowned expert on the science of suggestion Amir Raz, PhD, brings together cognitive aspects of psychology, sociology, and anthropology with issues in our contemporary culture, media, alongside a series of case studies of patients with disorders ranging from Tourette’s Syndrome to false pregnancies, lactose intolerance, and asthma to show exactly how suggestions can cut deep into our brains, shake our fundamental knowledge, and override our core human values. Some questions include:  
· Why do placebos work even when people know they are inactive pills—and why do red pills cause stress whereas blue pills feel calm? 
· Can suggestions effectively treat depression and anxiety?   
· How do people weaponize suggestion in the form of gaslighting and mental abuse? 
· Why are we more likely to believe fake news that already aligns with our political beliefs? 
· How can suggestions help fight racism, hatred, and bigotry? Conversely, how can suggestions backfire and create the opposite effect?  
Merging Dr. Raz’s experiences as a magician and hypnotist with decades’ worth of his own neuropsychological research, The Suggestible Brain maps the twilight zone where magic and science coalesce, and shows how easily suggestible and manipulable we all are. Readers will walk away with actionable advice on how to harness the science of suggestion to propel change, protect against manipulative misinformation, and better regulate our internal, mental universe.

“Professor Amir Raz is a consummate scientist and former professional magician. His scientific research and writing have made substantial contributions to our understanding of hypnosis, placebo effects, and suggestion. His book will amaze and entertain you, while at the same time being firmly rooted in the scientific data. It is a magical book.”-- Irving Kirsch, PhD, author of The Emperor’s New Drugs: Exploding the Antidepressant Myth

"[This book] could have been titled This is Your Brain on Magic. Told from the twin perspectives of a world-renowned cognitive neuroscientist who happens to be a professional magician, you’ll never again think about what you see, hear, and experience the same way.”—Daniel Levitan, author of This is Your Brain on Music
       The science of suggestion is particularly relevant in an age where disinformation, viral pandemonium and endemic epistemological uncertainty have impacted our personal lives and our politics.  As a high-concept work that brings together scientific discovery, storytelling and insights that readers can apply to their own lives, the book will speak to a wide audience, including readers of such bestsellers as Charles Duhigg’s The Power of Habit, Robert Cialdini’s Influence: The Psychology of Persuasion, Daniel Levitin’s This is Your Brain on Music and Dan Ariely’s Predictably Irrational.  
            Dr. Amir Raz is a world leader with recent positions as Canada Research Chair, Professor of Psychiatry, Neurology and Neurosurgery, and Psychology at McGill University, and as Founding Director of The Institute for Interdisciplinary Brain and Behavioral Sciences at Chapman University.  Formerly at Columbia University and Cornell Medical Center, his work has been covered widely in the media (e.g., New York Times, Scientific American Mind), and he has written over 200 peer-reviewed articles (Nature, PNAS, Neuroimage, etc.) and won a Young Investigator Award and Early Career Award from the American Psychological Association.  He is a speaker in high demand (e.g., his TEDx talk, “When can deception be good for you?”) and has been featured in documentaries (e.g., with the BBC, National Geographic, and the CBC).

The Behavioral Code: The Hidden Ways the Law Makes Us Better or Worse
By Benjamin Van Rooij and Adam Fine

(Beacon, 2021; rights have been sold in Japan, Russia, Taiwan and China; remaining translation rights with agent)
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Material available: Finished book

Freakonomics for the law—the revolutionary behavioral science insights into how the law fails to reduce misbehavior.
 
Why do some laws radically change behavior whereas others are consistently ignored and routinely broken? Why do we keep relying on harsh punishment against crime even though it continues to fail?

Professors Benjamin van Rooij and Adam Fine present the first accessible analysis of behavioral jurisprudence, which will fundamentally alter how we understand the connection between law and human behavior. Drawing upon decades of research, the authors reveal the behavioral code: the root causes and hidden forces that drive human behavior and our responses to society’s laws.

The Behavioral Code offers a necessary and different approach to battling crime and injustice that is based in understanding the science of human misconduct—rather than relying on punishment to shape behavior. The book will show how this code affects all of us using illustrative examples like:

· Park rangers in Arizona’s Petrified Forest who worked with social psychologists to reduce theft—beginning by throwing out “no stealing” signs
· German walls that “pee back” at public urinators
· A $2.3 billion legal settlement against Pfizer that revealed how whistleblower protections fail to reduce corporate malfeasance
· NYC subway ads that reduced manspreading
· How Richmond, California, reduced gun violence by offering young firearm offenders $1,000 monthly rewards for good behavior

Revelatory and counterintuitive, The Behavioral Code catalyzes the conversation about how the law can effectively improve human conduct and respond to some of our most pressing issues today, from police misconduct to corporate malfeasance.
“A fascinating book with crucial implications—from the successes and dysfunctions of entire societies to our own everyday behavior.”
—Robert M. Sapolsky, author of Behave

“This brilliant and foundational text, beautifully written and compelling, will launch a long-needed movement. . . . The current system is deeply unjust; this book points a clear way to making it much more just.”
—Lawrence Lessig, Roy L. Furman Professor of Law and Leadership, Harvard Law School

“An excellent and urgent reminder of how behavioral science is essential to our understanding of law.”
—Robert B. Cialdini, author of Influence and Pre-Suasion

“Accessible, timely, and compelling, The Behavioral Code explores the vast literature concerning punishment and provides a blueprint for reforming the criminal justice system.”
—Erwin Chemerinsky, dean, UC Berkeley School of Law

“Through fresh and fascinating analysis, The Behavioral Code has the potential to lead policymakers to make wiser decisions to pass laws that make the most sense given how humans actually behave.”
—Max H. Bazerman, author of Better, Not Perfect and Blind Spots

“If you’ve ever dreamed of a legal system that’s informed by behavioral science, this book could very well move us one step closer to making your dream a reality.”
—Adam Grant, author of Think Again and host of the TED podcast WorkLife
The book will speak to readers of bestselling titles on behavioral science, criminal justice, and policy issues including Daniel Kahneman’s Thinking, Fast and Slow, Cass Sunstein and Richard Thaler’s Nudge, Dan Ariely’s Predictably Irrational, Daniel Pink’s Drive, Robert Sapolsky’s Behave, Michelle Alexander’s The New Jim Crow, Bryan Stevenson’s Just Mercy, Alice Goffman’s On the Run, Brandon Garrett’s Too Big to Jail, and Naomi Klein’s This Changes Everything.

Benjamin van Rooij, PhD, is a Professor in Law and Society and Director of the Graduate School of Law at the University of Amsterdam and Global Professor of Law at the University of California Irvine (UCI). He is the director of the Graduate School of Law, at Amsterdam University, and the convener of ComplianceNet, an international network of leading compliance scholars across academic fields. His findings have been featured in leading academic journals as well as in the popular press, including the New York Times, NPR, and the Huffington Post. His research on law and behavior was awarded a highly competitive and prestigious 2 million-Euro grant by the European Research Counsel. Adam Fine is an Assistant Professor of Criminology & Criminal Justice as well as Law & Behavioral Sciences at Arizona State University. He began his career as a teacher in an adult prison before transitioning to teach in a school National Geographic called “America’s Toughest High School.” His work routinely appears in the top journals in psychology and law, developmental psychology, public policy, criminology, and criminal justice. He is a recent recipient of the American Psychological Foundation’s “Visionary” honor.
You Are What You Risk: The New Art and Science of Navigating an Uncertain World
By Michele Wucker

(Pegasus, 2021; right have been sold in China, Romania, Korea and Taiwan; remaining translation rights with agent)
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Michele Wucker coined the term “Gray Rhino” as a metaphor for obvious risks that are neglected despite –and often because of— their size and likelihood. Her market-moving international bestseller, The Gray Rhino: How to Recognize and Act on the Obvious Dangers We Face (St. Martin’s, 2016) outlines a framework for avoiding preventable surprises. Translated into five languages, the book has sold well over 200,000 copies worldwide. China’s President, Xi Jinping including the book on his reading list, and senior economic officials have used the metaphor and framework to shape and communicate financial risk policies. Michele’s February 2019 TED Salon talk on gray rhinos was featured as a TED.com “Talk of the Day,” and has attracted more than 1.7 million views.

The international success of The Gray Rhino prompted Wucker to study the role that risk-taking plays in our world. What drives a sixty-four-year-old woman to hurl herself over Niagara Falls in a barrel? Why do young journalists risk their lives to tell the stories of strangers? Why do some people wait until the last minute to get to the airport while others get there earlier than they need to? Why do entrepreneurs thrive in the face of uncertainty, even as many people cringe at the thought of leaving a stable nine-to-five job? 

In You Are What You Risk, Wucker offers a bold new framework for understanding risk in our lives: why we avoid it, when we should embrace it, and how we can re-examine and re-shape our relationship with uncertainty, danger, and opportunity to live more productive and successful lives. Drawing on the stories of risk takers across cultures and generations, and integrating cross-disciplinary insights from economics, business and management, anthropology, sociology, and psychology, this ground-breaking, accessible book offers a completely new way to understand and face a changing world. The book shares insights, practical tools, and proven strategies that will help readers to seize ownership of and make better choices about risks big and small. It shows how the new science of risk personality is beginning to shape businesses and finance. It offers a path forward, drawing on examples of activists, businesses and countries seeking to create a healthy risk ecosystem that supports creativity, innovation, and entrepreneurship in communities, organizations, and the planet. 
Wucker profiles the first blind man to walk across the South Pole, who later becomes paralyzed in a freak accident but then sets out to achieve a seemingly impossible goal; a Senegalese entrepreneur, sold to traffickers by her mother, who now teaches young women coding skills; an impact investment fund that takes a “from each according to their ability, to each according to their need” risk approach; a war correspondent who was imprisoned in Abu Ghraib and accused of being CIA after Saddam Hussein’s soldiers killed his colleague; a young woman who became sheriff of her Mexican town and stood up to the narcos after they decapitated her predecessor, and other fascinating people from all walks of life with varied relationships with risk.

Their stories, and the research that backs them up, help to answer important questions: Why are some people good at averting crises at work but a mess in their personal lives? Why are we more likely to take chances when we are part of a group than when on our own? How different are men and women, young and old, East and West, in the way we view the risks in our lives and how readily we confront and navigate risks? Are we born with our risk attitudes or do we pick them up along the way? What is the right amount of uncertainty to live with? The answers will surprise and challenge readers – and make them think and act differently. 

Risk decisions have never been more crucial, particularly in a world where political turmoil, economic insecurity, technological transformation, and climate change have exposed us to unprecedented levels of vulnerability. Filled with practical tools and strategies, You Are What You Risk is a clarion call for a new approach to risk, urging readers to re-examine and re-shape our relationship with uncertainty, danger, and opportunity. The book will appeal to readers of commercial and critical successes on decision-making and personal growth, such as Charles Duhigg’s The Power of Habit, Daniel Kahneman’s Thinking Fast and Slow, Adam Grant’s Originals and Allison Schrager’s An Economist Walks Into a Brothel. 

Drawing on decades of experience in media and think tank management, turnarounds, and strategy, Michele helps leaders, organizations, and communities to identify and strategize responses to risks that are neglected despite —and all too often because of— their size and obviousness. She has been recognized as a Young Global Leader of the World Economic Forum and a Guggenheim Fellow, among other honors. Her first two books, Lockout: Why America Keeps Getting Immigration Wrong When Our Prosperity Depends on Getting It Right (Public Affairs, 2006) and Why the Cocks Fight:  Dominicans, Haitians, and the Struggle for Hispaniola (1999) continue to influence policy debates. She speaks regularly on risk management, leadership, and macro strategy for high-level global audiences. Her past leadership positions include Vice President at The Chicago Council on Global Affairs and President of the New York-based World Policy Institute.
Permanent Distortion: The Truth Behind Financial Domination, Perpetual Crisis and the Next Power Re-alignment

By Nomi Prins
(Public Affairs, 2022; Japanese and Brazilian rights with agent; remaining translation rights with publisher)
Material available: Finished book
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Permanent Distortion explains how the profound disconnect between the financial markets and the real economy emerged, and how this dynamic is reshaping the global economy and realigning power. The book exposes the Permanent Distortion abyss - how markets are breaking records while the real economy is drowning.  The book will navigate the critical points in between those two polarities, including how the concept of “free markets” is dead, how a political power shift is bringing in a new world order, why trade wars have only just begun, and why we’re in for more civil and social unrest, as a result. Nomi will explain how and why this Permanent Distortion happened and how governments and central banks not only refused to stop it, but enabled it. She'll reveal how populism and isolationism were contributing factors and results of this Permanent Distortion and why these ‘isms’ that promised to fight globalism and the power of Wall Street in order to elevate working people – didn’t and won’t deliver.

In these chapters, she will provide examples of the different facets of Permanent Distortion sourced from people and conditions around the world.  This book will prove that China turned away from domestic-focused growth and isolationism and used US-stoked trade wars to catapult itself into a true superpower;  reveal why in Brazil the reliance on manufactured capital ignored the needs of people, and the resulting austerity programs crushed social service budgets; examine the connection between racial and economic tension in the US and domestic violence and economic insecurity in Mexico; reveal how the underlying global central bank money creating machine will lead to larger, future crises and systemic economic fractures as a new super power rises from the turmoil. To tell this story of epic disruption, the book will be based on first source analysis, reports and interviews, as well as on the ground reporting from spots around the world including the United States, and (travel bans permitting) Hong Kong, Brazil, Columbia, Mexico, France and the United Kingdom. It will show how each new 21st century crisis will build upon the last, on an ever-greater amount of debt, assets bubbles and central bank aid.

Permanent Distortion will foster a new world order for years to come. Nomi will explain that the only recourse is a reset of our entire approach to money and power in a manner that emphasizes the broad economy and its people, instead of the markets. 

Nomi Prins is a journalist and the author of Collusion: How Central Bankers Rigged the World (Bold Type Books; 2019), All the Presidents’ Bankers: The Hidden Alliances that Drive American Power (Nation Books, 2014); It Takes a Pillage: Behind the Bonuses, Bailouts and Backroom Deals from Washington to Wall Street (Wiley, 2009) and Other People’s Money: The Corporate Mugging of America (The New Press,  2004), a devastating exposé into corporate corruption, political collusion and Wall Street deception. Other People's Money was chosen as a Best Book of 2004 by The Economist, Barron's and The Library Journal. She is currently writing. Before becoming a journalist, Nomi worked on Wall Street as a managing director at Goldman Sachs, and running the international analytics group at Bear Stearns in London. She has appeared on numerous TV; internationally on BBC World, BBC and Russian TV, and nationally on CNN, CNBC, MSNBC, ABC, CSPAN, Democracy Now, Fox and PBS. She has been featured on hundreds of radio shows globally including for CNNRadio, Marketplace, Air America, NPR, regional Pacifica stations, New Zealand, BBC, and Canadian Programming. Her writing has appeared in The New York Times, Fortune, Newsday, Mother Jones, The Daily Beast, Newsweek, Slate.com, The Guardian UK, The Nation, The American Prospect, Alternet, La Vanguardia, and other publications.

Cloud Empires: How Digital Platforms are Taking Over the State and How We Can Regain Control 
By Vili Lehdonvirta
(MIT Press, 2022; rights sold in Japan, Italy and China; remaining translation rights with agent)

Material available: Finished book

[image: image7.jpg]CLOUD
EMPIRES

VILI LEHDONVIRTA





The rise of the digital platform over the last two decades is one of the most transformative economic and political developments in recent history. Companies like Amazon, Apple, Ebay and Upwork have assumed many of the functions of the state: The majority of all ecommerce spending in the United States goes through Amazon. Ebay resolves more disputes in a year than the entire US court system; international technology contractors rely on Upwork—not the government—to enforce payment terms against defaulting clients. In effect, we are increasingly beholden to the economic, juridical, and social mandates of privately-owned companies that function as states without any democratic accountability. Could the Internet really step in and fulfil the functions of the nation state? And how can we ensure that it serves the common good?

      Oxford Professor Vili Lehdonvirta is an internationally renowned scholar in the field of economic sociology who studies the social and economic dimensions of new information technologies around the world. Based on years of research, Cloud Empires shows the history of where digital platforms came from, the social science of how they are dominating us, and the future of how they can be governed. The book will be the definitive account of the digital platform as a new type of institution that orders our lives and challenges the state. 

      The book is based on original academic research collected by the author’s research group in multiple projects over the past six years. Each chapter is built around the story of a pioneer who helped to build—or resist—some aspect of this new order, and whose story helps to illustrate it. Protagonists range from household names like Amazon’s Jeff Bezos to unsung heroes like Turker Nation’s Kristy Milland. Each chapter also introduces a fundamental social science theory like reciprocity or collective action to explain why events often played out contrary to how the protagonists expected. Together the chapters form a grand narrative of netizens fighting a battle for prosperity and freedom against unaccountable corporate and government powers—with highs and lows, and a climax at the second part’s end.

      In Cloud Empires, Lehdonvirta zooms out from present-day hype and dysforia around technology to situate digital platforms as part of a long history of institutional transformation that has shaped and reshaped societies and economies. From this vantage point, he invites us to question some of our most fundamental assumptions about society and economic and political organization. Though we can hardly imagine any other way of organizing society today, the nation state is a relatively recent innovation, born out of the wars of 18th- and 19th-century Europe. At other times and in other places social order has taken very different forms, and we are witnessing the emergence of a new order through the digital platform.

      Lehdonvirta argues that while digital platforms govern through the tools of traditional statecraft—surveillance, central planning, rule-making, punishment, exclusion—they increasingly resemble futuristic city states run by medieval despots. Like feudal lords of physical domains, once they have established their dominance, the giants begin extracting rents. They hike up the “taxes” or fees they exact from their subjects, even as they avoid paying taxes of their own. They practice nepotism, enforcing rules selectively and tilting the playing field in favour of friends. And they outright steal profitable businesses from their subjects, as Amazon does when it identifies the most successful products through its surveillance and ensures that its own copies appear in searches first. 

      Cloud Empires’ argument is extremely timely today, as the pandemic tests our faith in government, and leaves us even more reliant on digital platforms for work, leisure, and basic necessities, causing us to wonder who is truly in charge. By placing the digital platform in the proper historical and economic frameworks, the book offers a roadmap for how citizens and states can regain democratic control over these behemoths.

      People are increasingly aware of the colossal power that platforms hold over our economies and our lives, and this book aims to be the definitive account of how this happened, what its historical significance is, and what we can do about it. As such, it will speak to readers of bestsellers such as The Age of Surveillance Capitalism by Shoshanna Zuboff, The Attention Merchants by Tim Wu, Weapons of Math Destruction by Cathy O’Neill and Don’t Be Evil by Rana Faroohar.

            Vili Lehdonvirta is an Associate Professor and Senior Research Fellow at the Oxford Internet Institute, University of Oxford, as well as an associate member of the Department of Sociology, Oxford, a Hugh Price Fellow of Jesus College, Oxford, and a Fellow of the Alan Turing Institute, London. His work has been published in leading academic journals, and his findings have been covered by the Washington Post, New York Times, Financial Times, Guardian, Nikkei Shimbun, Le Monde, Die Zeit, and other major newspapers around the world. Previously he worked at the London School of Economics, the University of Tokyo, and the Helsinki Institute for Information Technology. Before his academic career, Lehdonvirta worked as a software developer. He frequently advises policy makers and international organizations around the world on digital policy issues. Recent appointments include the European Commission’s Expert Group on the Online Platform Economy and the High-Level Expert Group on Digital Transformation and EU Labour Markets.
Force: What It Means to Push and Pull, Slip and Grip, Start and Stop
By Henry Petroski

(Yale University Press, 2022; rights sold in China and Korea; remaining translation rights with agent)
Material available: Finished book
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Henry Petroski is a former professor of civil engineering at Duke and the acclaimed author of books that have sold cumulatively close to a million copies. He has written about everything from the invention of paper clips, pencils and the zipper to the role of engineering in our lives, and is known for his ability to explain the rich science and history that inform the objects of our daily lives.
In his new book, Dr. Petroski trains his eye on one of the most elemental, yet unexamined, topics: our experience of physical force in our daily lives, whether in the form of opening a door, shaking a hand, touching a keyboard, or walking. Force, as manifested in our sense of touch, is a unifying principle, metaphor, and meme that pervades the human experience. 
In Touch with the Universe draws from various disciplines—engineering and science, medicine and psychology, philosophy and history, architecture and art, drama and poetry – to explore how humans experience physical forces on an everyday level and explain how the concept and reality of force has shaped our society, culture and our inner lives. By thinking about how we experience force in the context of our everyday activities, we can gain an intimate understanding of its nature and so better appreciate how it can and has been tamed and harnessed for our use and pleasure.
This book reveals a secret history of our world through the new lens of force, providing surprising insights into familiar phenomena. It explains the mysterious, disorienting, and paradoxical behavior of systems as different as a spool of thread, a high-speed elevator, and a ride at a county fair. A consideration of the abnormalities of force leads into such areas as sensory deprivation and medical pathologies to prove the thesis that the concept and reality of force provides insight into all sorts of intra- and interpersonal interactions. The book reveals untold and surprising ways that the science behind touch and forces has shaped our everyday experience of the world. It will relate, among other things, how Newton’s law of equal and opposite forces enabled Roger Babson to predict the stock market crash of 1929; how a tall building or unstable bridge “feels” and “reacts” when confronted with forces; how engineers test the physiological effects of tall buildings and elevators on human subjects; the physics of pizza boxes. 
This book reveals the importance of the sensation and experience of touch. The scourge of Covid and the increasing digitization of all aspects of our world have curtailed one of the most fundamental senses of being human.  We may have a personal subjective sense of what it means to have feelings for someone, but do we have objective knowledge of what it means to touch something, and how that may affect the way we think about the physical world? And, by extension, how does this affect the way we think about the metaphysical world embodied in emotion, imagination, art, science, and culture generally? What are we losing as we move steadily toward an increasingly touchless society? These are among the questions for which this book offers answers.
A work of stunning erudition and acute insight, In Touch with the Universe will make us think in an entirely new way about our place in the physical world. 
As it reflects on the role that force plays in our understanding of the world, In Touch with the Universe follows in the tradition of other “secret histories” that use an interdisciplinary approach to offer counterintuitive realities of the seemingly obvious and reveal the underlying dynamics of our world. These include bestsellers such as Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind by Yuval Noah Harari (Harper, 2017), Breath: The New Science of a Lost Art by James Nestor (Riverhead, 2020), A History of the World in 100 Objects by Neil MacGregor (Penguin, 2013) and Shop Class as Soul Craft: An Inquiry into the Value of Work, by Matthew B. Crawford (Penguin Press, 2009). 
Henry Petroski’s nonfiction trade books include The Pencil (Knopf), The Evolution of Useful Things (Knopf), and To Engineer Is Human: The Role of Failure in Successful Design (St. Martin’s / Vintage paperback). He is the author of many articles in magazines and newspapers, including the New York Times, Washington Post, Wall Street Journal, Los Angeles Times, and elsewhere. He writes a regular column for American Scientist and Prism magazine. He has been profiled in the New York Times, U.S. News and World Report, and many other magazines and newspapers, and has appeared on NPR’s Diane Rehm Show, All Things Considered, Science Friday, NBC’s Today Show, and on shows on the Discovery Channel and History Channel. 
Prophets Without Honor: The 2000 Camp David Summit and the End of the Two-State Solution 
By Shlomo Ben-Ami
(Oxford University Press, 2022; rights have been sold in Spain; remaining translation rights with agent)
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Material available: Finished book

A high-level insider's history of the efforts to resolve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, from 2000 Camp David Talks to the present, that explains why successive attempts have all failed.

The clash between Israel and Palestine has been one of the most emotionally engaging causes of modern times. Prophets without Honor tells the story of the grueling attempts to solve the conflict and examines the reasons for its resilience. Shlomo Ben-Ami, who participated at a high level in the July 2000 Camp David peace talks that almost led to a historic deal, uses his insider experience to illuminate the specific factors that impede a solution to the conflict. He finds that the occupation's traits of permanence, Israel's insatiable quest for Lebensraum, and a hopelessly fragmented and disoriented Palestinian national movement are to blame.

Ben-Ami challenges the funereal historiography that emerged in the wake of the Camp David process, when--for the first time ever--Israelis and Palestinians engaged in the Sisyphean task of breaking the taboos surrounding the conflict. The Clinton Peace Parameters that emerged out of this process eventually became the litmus test of every serious peace proposal in the future. But ill-conceived perceptions of the other party, all-or-nothing theological fanaticism, and a lack of bold and enlightened leadership have made these attempts at peace-making a defining failure of the two-state concept. Ben-Ami scrutinizes the ominous alternatives to the two-state solution, such as the binational state, a unilateral pullout from much of the West Bank, and Donald Trump's Deal of the Century. He also examines the merits of a Jordanian-Palestinian solution. In discussing Palestine from acomparative perspective, he underlines its singularity while also shedding light on the dilemmas that stand at the center of any peace enterprise. Ultimately, his account is the most non-partisan, comprehensive, and balanced written by an insider representing one of the parties.

Praise for Prophets Without Honor: 
"I am one of those prophets who lost his honor by ending a war of more than half a century in my country. I did it with the invaluable advice of my good friend Shlomo Ben-Ami, whose profound knowledge and experience in the difficult art of peacemaking is demonstrated in this fascinating book. Anyone
who wants to understand the nature and immense complexities of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, and why it is so different from any other conflict, must read Prophets without Honor. I certainly learned a lot." -- Juan Manuel Santos, 2016 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate and Former President of
Colombia

"Ben-Ami combines the skills of a professional historian with first-hand experience of the policymaker to produce a highly readable, illuminating, and riveting account of the Israeli-Palestinian quest for peace. His account is enhanced by vivid pen-portraits of the principal players, perceptive
analysis of the obstacles on the road to peace, genuine soul-searching, and a most thoughtful distillation of the lessons of history. The book is a must read for would-be peacemakers and for anyone interested in this bitter, protracted, and intractable conflict." -- Avi Shlaim, Emeritus Professor of
International Relations, University of Oxford, and author of The Iron Wall

"Prophets without Honor is a masterpiece―sad, tragic, and true. Part V, "Defying the Logic of Conflict Resolution," left me breathless, with its transcendent analysis of the Israel-Palestine conundrum within the context of global conflicts." -- Daniel Kurtzer, S. Daniel Abraham Professor in Middle
East Policy Studies at Princeton University and former U.S. ambassador to Egypt and Israel

"In this fascinating, deeply insightful, and painfully honest account of Israeli-Palestinian peace negotiations and their consequences, Ben-Ami brings the perspective of both an insider negotiator and outsider scholar to understanding the world's best-known intractable conflict. While analyzing the
enormous obstacles to progress, he offers nuanced historical lessons that illuminate the long and hard path forward to a possible peace. Highly recommended for all those interested in conflict resolution and Middle Eastern history and politics." -- William Ury, coauthor of Getting to Yesand
co-founder of Harvard's Program on Negotiation

"A keen acolyte of the human condition, Ben-Ami conveys sparkle to a dark, mean and cruel conflict, affords depth to shallow, tragic and devious alley cats, trails a tortuous road to nowhere and delivers lush scholarship to an arid landscape exuding a unique generosity of spirit. A cavernous sense
of melancholy casts a deep shadow as if echoing: 'He that increaseth wisdom, increaseth sorrow.' The ghost of Schopenhauer hovers over a scintillating thriller of political psychology." -- Hussein Agha, Senior Associate Member of St Antony's College, University of Oxford, and coauthor of A Framework
for a Palestinian National Security Doctrine

"A detailed, provocative, brilliant and somber analysis of attempts to resolve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict." --Jerusalem Post
The Quick Fix: Why Fad Psychology Can’t Cure Our Social Ills 
By Jesse Singal

(FSG, 2021; rights have been sold in China, Korea and the Arab language; remaining UK and translation rights with agent)

[image: image10.jpg]Why PadPsychology
Cure

JesseSingal Our Sochallis





Material available: Finished book
An investigative journalist exposes the many holes in today’s bestselling behavioral science, and argues that the trendy, TED-Talk-friendly psychological interventions that are so in vogue at the moment will never be enough to truly address social injustice and inequality.

With their viral TED talks, bestselling books, and counter-intuitive remedies for complicated problems, psychologists and other social scientists have become the reigning thinkers of our time. Grit and “power posing” promised to help overcome entrenched inequalities in schools and the workplace; the Army spent hundreds of millions of dollars on a positive psychology intervention geared at preventing PTSD in its combat soldiers; and the implicit association test swept the nation on the strength of the claim that it can reveal unconscious biases and reduce racism in police departments and human resources departments. 

But what if much of the science underlying these blockbuster ideas is dubious or fallacious? What if Americans’ longstanding preference for simplistic self-help platitudes is exerting a pernicious influence on the way behavioral science is communicated and even funded, leading respected academics and the media astray? 

In The Quick Fix, Jesse Singal examines the most influential ideas of recent decades and the shaky science that supports them. He begins with the California legislator who introduced self-esteem into classrooms around the country in the 1980s and the Princeton political scientist who warned of an epidemic of youthful “superpredators” in the 1990s. In both cases, a much-touted idea had little basis in reality, but had a massive impact. Turning toward the explosive popularity of 21st-century social psychology, Singal examines the misleading appeal of entertaining lab results and critiques the idea that subtle unconscious cues shape our behavior. As he shows, today’s popular behavioral science emphasizes repairing, improving, and optimizing individuals rather than truly understanding and confronting the larger structural forces that drive social ills. 

Like Anand Giridharadas’s Winners Take All, The Quick Fix is a fresh and powerful indictment of the thought leaders and influencers who cut corners as they sell the public half-baked solutions to problems that deserve more serious treatment.
"Singal’s analysis is . . . a quick fix for readers who want to be more enlightened and thoughtful consumers of psychological science. It is also a bracing reminder that social realms in which there are Big Problems―such as crime, education and poverty―are beyond the reach of fads and quick fixes, no matter how seductive." ―Sally Satel, The Wall Street Journal

"Jesse Singal is America’s best social science journalist. In this book he shows that addressing social problems is hard, there is no quick fix, and we psychologists will have to be more careful in our work and restrained in our claims. Singal focuses on social psychology, but this book is a great read for anyone who wants to understand and ameliorate social problems." ―Jonathan Haidt, professor at New York University―Stern School of Business, author of The Righteous Mind, and coauthor of The Coddling of the American Mind

"Meticulously investigated yet accessible . . . [Singal] takes the reader on a fascinating march through years of pop-psychology, revealing layer after layer of issues with concepts we’ve come to know ― some of which are still quite popular." ―Pamela B. Paresky, Psychology Today

"An overdue and very well-executed look at how many of the problems in social psychology run deeper than just the replication crisis. [The Quick Fix] covers topics of self-help books, posing and power, superpredators, bias tests, and much more." ―Tyler Cowen, Marginal Revolution

"The Quick Fix is a great read, well-written in a lively style and aimed at general audiences . . . Even as a psychologist familiar with the replication crisis there are some deep dives here into a lot of important areas." ―Christopher J. Ferguson, Psychology Today

"Jesse Singal is one of the smartest, fairest, and most skeptical writers around. He is somehow able to delve into complex matters, give every side its due, and still render judgment. And―most amazing of all―he's an awful lot of fun to read." ―Jonathan Chait, columnist at New York magazine and author of Audacity and The Big Con

"Combining dry humor with forensic research, The Quick Fix is an absorbing account of how media-friendly but largely spurious self-help ideas came to dominate our thinking about society's most complex problems. Yet it left me feeling unexpectedly inspired: once you've been disabused of the notion that changing the world might be simple, you're better equipped for the messy, reality-based challenge of actually making a difference." ―Oliver Burkeman, author of Four Thousand Weeks: Time Management for Mortals
Jesse Singal is contributing writer at New York and the former editor of the magazine’s Science of Us online vertical, as well as the cohost of the podcast Blocked and Reported. His work has appeared in The New York Times, The Atlantic, The Chronicle of Higher Education, Slate, The Daily Beast, The Boston Globe, and other publications. He is a former Robert Bosch Foundation fellow in Berlin and holds a master’s degree from Princeton University’s School of Public and International Affairs.
Civilized to Death: The Price of Progress
By Christopher Ryan

(Simon & Schuster, 2019; rights have been sold in Japan, Korea, China, France, Spain, Russia, Italy, Serbia, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Lithuania, Vietnam and Slovakia; remaining translation rights with agent).
[image: image11.jpg]CIVILIZED
7o DEATH

‘THE PRICE OF PROGRESS

Christopher Ryan

Now Tk Timer bestselng conuehor of Sex ot Dewa





Material available: Finished book

Chris Ryan’s new book, Civilized to Death, will build on the bestselling success of Sex at Dawn, yet will be even more provocative and ambitious in scope. The premise of the book is the fundamental question: Are modern humans, even the most fortunate among us, living significantly better lives than our pre-civilized ancestors?   

The product of a decade’s worth of research, Civilized to Death will answer these questions by exploring how far we’ve diverged from the life that our bodies and minds evolved to live, and the attendant consequences of this shift. Featuring a broad, multidisciplinary methodology that includes anthropology, archaeology, primatology, psychology, medicine, endocrinology, paleopathology and other disciplines, Civilized to Death will show how many modern phenomena, from the epidemics of cancer and diabetes, to divorce and depression and beyond, are direct results of our mistaken belief that we can ignore our evolutionary past, override our evolved designs, and short-circuit our innate predispositions.


Christopher Ryan, Ph.D. is a psychologist, teacher, and author. Together with Cacilda Jethá, M.D., he is a co-author of the New York Times best seller, Sex at Dawn: The Prehistoric Origins of Modern Sexuality (HarperCollins, 2010). Based in Barcelona since the mid-1990s, Christopher has lectured at the University of Barcelona Medical School and consulted at various local hospitals. He speaks about human sexuality to audiences around the world (in both English and Spanish). His work has appeared in major newspapers and magazines in many languages, scholarly journals, and a text book used in medical schools and teaching hospitals throughout Spain and Latin America. He writes regularly for Psychology Today and the Huffington Post. 
The Great Battles for Boys Series (9 books)
By Joe Giorello

 (Wheelhouse Publishing; rights for Great Battles for Boys: WWI sold in Romania; remaining translations rights for all titles available)

 
Material available: Finished books

 

The Great Battles for Boys is a bestselling series in the US that has sold cumulatively over 500,000 copies.
 

It is increasingly clear that there is a worldwide literacy epidemic among boys. According to a recent OECD report on learning, in all 64 countries and economies in the study, girls outperform boys in literacy: the average reading gap between girls and boys is equivalent to an extra year of schooling.

 

Teacher Joe Giorello created the Great Battles for Boys series to address this issue -- to bring young boys back to reading through the thrilling true stories of war and heroism that genuinely interest them.

 

The Great Battles for Boys series has become a highly acclaimed, grassroots phenomenon in the US that aims to change the way boys from the ages of 8-12 experience history. For the last four years, one or more of the Great Battles for Boys books has consistently held a #1 bestseller ranking on Amazon in competitive categories such as “children’s history.” The books on WWII Europe and WWII Pacific are the biggest sellers. 

 

Featuring short but powerful chapters and plenty of historic imagery, the history in the books leaps off the page to capture the attention of even reluctant readers. There are 9 books in the series, and each covers major historical episodes and figures, beginning in ancient Greece and Persia up through the Vietnam War. They all run about 150 to 250 pages with straightforward text, anecdotes, pictures, maps, and suggestions for further reading.

 

The secret to the extraordinary success of this series is that it unapologetically offers books about “great battles for boys” in an era when that’s largely absent from classrooms. Studies in the US and Europe show that boys read significantly less than girls, and one reason for that is that assigned reading lists are geared towards girls. So many of these books are bleak, introspective tales of teen angst, whose aim is therapeutic rather than to instruct and get boys to read. There was a time when schools really did devote too much time to generals and famous battles, but we’ve massively overcorrected.

 

This acclaimed series reveals the courage and valor of men in battle, and how their bravery changed the world. It takes young readers to the front lines of the world's most important clashes, helping them understand the reasons behind the world’s greatest battles, military strategy, and how these historic warriors changed the world. For example:

 

In Great Battles for Boys: Ancients to Middle Ages, boys travel to the ancient world to learn about twelve famous military battles that drastically altered world history. They'll also learn about the notable men who led those battles, including Alexander the Great, Julius Caesar, and William "Braveheart" Wallace, among many others. Beginning in Ancient Greece and Persia, the battles continue into the Middle Ages—including the Crusades—and conclude with the year 1588 when the Spanish Armada's attempted invasion of England, and the dawn of modern naval warfare. 

 

In Great Battles for Boys: WWI, young readers experience an unforgettable journey into World War I. They learn about the major battles, leaders, tactics, and strategies that helped the Allies topple the Axis powers. They'll also learn about new inventions, such as airplanes and tanks, which proved crucial to “The Great War."

 

Great Battles for Boys: WWII Europe takes young readers to the front lines of the war’s most important clashes. Boys will discover the raw history of warfare and learn the battles in chronological order. From Stalingrad’s hand-to-hand street fighting and the world's largest tank action at Kursk to the spy-led invasion of Sicily and the surprise D-Day invasion of Normandy—and many other exciting battles!

 

Adventure, action, courage -- and male heroes -- appeal to boys. They prefer facts to feelings. Why not give them books they'll want to read?

 
The titles in the series are:

 

Great Battles for Boys: WWI

Great Battles for Boys: WWII Europe

Great Battles for Boys: WWII Pacific

Great Battles for Boys: The Civil War

Great Battles for Boys: The American Revolution

Great Battles for Boys: Bunker Hill to WWI

Great Battles for Boys: Ancients to Middle Ages

Great Battles for Boys: The Korean War

Great Battles for Boys: The Vietnam War

 

The next three books in the series, Epic Sea Battles, Wild West Battles, and The French Foreign Legion will be released in 2025 and 2026.

 

Joe Giorello taught military history classes for nearly 10 years throughout the Seattle area. His “Great Battles for Boys” class was so popular that it became “wait list only.” Now retired, he writes from the mountains of Arizona and is a member of the Daisy Mountain Veterans Association.   

How China Loses: The Pushback Against Chinese Global Ambitions

By Luke Patey

(Oxford University Press, 2020; translation rights with agent)
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A critical look at how the world is responding to China's rise, and what this means for America and the world.

China is advancing its own interests with increasing aggression. From its Belt and Road Initiative linking Asia and Europe, to its "Made in China 2025" strategy to dominate high-tech industries, to its significant economic reach into Africa and Latin America, the regime is rapidly expanding its influence around the globe. Many fear that China's economic clout, tech innovations, and military power will allow it to remake the world in its own authoritarian image. But despite all these strengths, a future with China in charge is far from certain. Rich and poor, big and small, countries around the world are recognizing that engaging China produces new strategic vulnerabilities to their independence and competitiveness.

How China Loses tells the story of China's struggles to overcome new risks and endure the global backlash against its assertive reach. Combining on-the-ground reportage with incisive analysis, Luke Patey argues that China's predatory economic agenda, headstrong diplomacy, and military expansion undermine its global ambitions to dominate the global economy and world affairs. In travels to Africa, Latin America, East Asia and Europe, his encounters with activists, business managers, diplomats, and thinkers reveal the challenges threatening to ground China's rising power.

At a time when views are fixated on the strategic competition between China and the United States, Patey's work shows how the rest of the world will shape the twenty-first century in pushing back against China's overreach and domineering behavior. Even before the COVID-19 pandemic, many countries began to confront their political differences and economic and security challenges with China and realize the diversity and possibility for cooperation in the world today.
"A fascinating analysis of how China, under Xi Jinping, has turned into its own worst enemy. This is essential reading for those wishing to understand the boomerang effect from Xi's overreach." --Brahma Chellaney, Professor of Strategic Studies, Center for Policy Research

"Timely and important, this is, in a way, a book about what not to do for a nation to manage its hard power in foreign affairs. Today we are fixated with trade wars and geopolitical conflicts between China and the US, but this book tells us that there is another wave of conflicts emerging from the horizon--those between China and countries in Europe, Asia, and Africa. It is a sobering read and it should be recommended to all those who are students of China and of world affairs." --Yasheng Huang, Epoch Foundation Professor of International Management, MIT Sloan School of Management

"Perceptive guides... that provide insight and suggestions on how to grapple with China... Timely and thought-provoking." -- James Kynge, Financial Times

"How does the growing rivalry between the US and China play out in the rest of the world? Patey has traveled to Africa, Latin America, and Europe to ask both Chinese and locals about the ups and downs of their evolving relationship. He offers a detailed and compelling ground-eye view of the complications China faces as it takes on its new and global role. This is invaluable reading for anyone trying to understand China's power projection--where it succeeds and how it falls short." --Lucy Hornby, China Correspondent, Financial Times

"These valuable books focus on the many forms of resistance that China is encountering as its influence expands."--Foreign Affairs
Luke Patey is a senior researcher at the Danish Institute for International Studies and Lead Senior Research Fellow at the Oxford Institute for Energy Studies, University of Oxford. His articles have appeared in The New York Times, Financial Times, The Guardian, The Hindu, Foreign Affairs, and Foreign Policy. His last book was The New Kings of Crude: China, India, and the Global Struggle for Oil in Sudan and South Sudan.
Electric Brain: How the New Science of Brainwaves Reads Minds, Tells Us How We Learn, and Helps Us Change for the Better
By Douglas H. Fields, Ph.D.
(BenBella Books, 2020; rights have been sold in China; remaining translation rights with agent)
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2020 Foreword Indie Award Winner in the "Science & Technology" Category

What is as unique as your fingerprints and more revealing than your diary? Hint: Your body is emitting them right now and has been every single day of your life. 

Brainwaves. 

Analyzing brainwaves, the imperceptible waves of electricity surging across your scalp, has been possible for nearly a century. But only now are neuroscientists becoming aware of the wealth of information brainwaves hold about a person's life, thoughts, and future health. 

From the moment a reclusive German doctor discovered waves of electricity radiating from the heads of his patients in the 1920s, brainwaves have sparked astonishment and intrigue, yet the significance of the discovery and its momentous implications have been poorly understood. Now, it is clear that these silent broadcasts can actually reveal a stunning wealth of information about any one of us. 

In Electric Brain, world-renowned neuroscientist and author R. Douglas Fields takes us on an enthralling journey into the world of brainwaves, detailing how new brain science could fundamentally change society, separating fact from hyperbole along the way. 

In this eye-opening and in-depth look at the most recent findings in brain science, Fields explores groundbreaking research that shows brainwaves can: 

   • Reveal the type of brain you have—its strengths and weaknesses and your aptitude for learning different types of information 
   • Allow scientists to watch your brain learn, glean your intelligence, and even tell how adventurous you are 
   • Expose hidden dysfunctions—including signifiers of mental illness and neurological disorders 
   • Render your thoughts and transmit them to machines and back from machines into your brain 
   • Meld minds by telepathically transmitting information from one brain to another 
   • Enable individuals to rewire their own brains and improve cognitive performance 


Written by one of the neuroscientists on the cutting edge of brainwave research, Electric Brain tells a fascinating and obscure story of discovery, explains the latest science, and looks to the future—and the exciting possibilities in store for medicine, technology, and our understanding of ourselves.
“The Electric Brain tells the story behind one of the most basic and important features of the nervous system—its electrical properties. Forget the hype you've heard about ‘brain waves.’ Read R. Douglas Fields’s facile account of the role of brain electrical activity in mind and behavior.”

—Joseph LeDoux, author of The Deep History of Ourselves: The Four-Billion-Year-Story of How We Got Conscious Brains

“Brainwaves, not heartbeat, determine the threshold between life and death. They can control drones and in turn be controlled by machines. R. Douglas Fields has done a remarkable job of lifting the veil on these mysterious, fascinating emanations and their potential to change our behavior, influence our personality, and teach us about the core of consciousness itself.”

—Florence Williams, author of The Nature Fix

“A lively personal account of the wild west of brain wave research, opening multiple windows to deep mysteries underlying our conscious and unconscious selves. Lucid discussions of dreams, mental disorders, mind control, and more provide the reader with a vibrant look into brain science and its impacts on our lives. Strongly recommended.”

—Paul L. Nunez PhD, neuroscientist and author of The New Science of Consciousness: Exploring the Complexity of Brain, Mind, and Self

“R. Douglas Fields explains how electricity is exploited in neuronal circuits for both simple and complex functions. He does it in an accessible language, embedded in a beautiful prose where beyond discussing fascinating scientific topics of brain works, the scientists come to the fore. A great book to everyone interested in the most complex matter that exists.”

—György Buzsáki, author of Rhythms of the Brain and The Brain from Inside Out
R. Douglas Fields, Ph.D. is internationally recognized as a neurobiologist and authority on brain development and the cellular mechanisms of memory and is Chief of the Nervous System Development and Plasticity Section at the National Institutes of Health, in Bethesda, Maryland.  He is the author of Why We Snap (Penguin/Dutton, 2016), and The Other Brain (Simon and Schuster, 2008), and he holds degrees from UC Berkeley, San Jose State University, UC San Diego, and was a postdoctoral fellow at Stanford and Yale Universities. His research in neuroscience has been featured in National Geographic, ABC News Nightline, NPR Morning Edition, the BBC World News Service, PBS, and Fox News.  He frequently speaks to the general public about neuroscience at major public events including the World Science Festivals in New York and in Genoa, TEDex talk, the Smithsonian Institution, and at many universities throughout the United States, Europe, and Asia. In addition to his scientific research, Dr. Fields writes about neuroscience in several popular magazines including Scientific American, Time Magazine, Outside Magazine, The Washington Post Magazine, The Daily Beast, The Independent, and Scientific American Mind, and he is a regular on-line columnist for The Huffington Post, Psychology Today, Scientific American, the Society for Neuroscience BrainFacts, and others.  He is on the board of scientific advisors for Scientific American Mind magazine, and serves on the editorial boards of several scientific journals in the field of neuroscience. 
Expedition Deep Ocean: The First Descent to the Bottom of All Five Oceans
By Josh Young

(Pegasus, 2020; translation rights with agent)

Top of Form
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Humankind has explored every continent on earth, climbed its tallest mountains, and gone into space. But the largest areas of our planet remain largely a mystery: the deep oceans. At over 36,000 feet deep, there areas closest to earth’s core have remained nearly impossible to reach—until now. Technological innovations, engineering breakthroughs and the derring-do of a team of explorers, led by explorer Victor Vescovo, brought together an audacious global mission to dive to the deepest points of all five oceans for the first time in history. The expedition pushed technology to the limits to open up this final frontier, mapped hidden landscapes, discover previously unknown life forms and began to piece together how life in the deep oceans effects our planet – but it was far from easy.

            Expedition Deep Ocean is the inside story of a world’s first — explorer Victor Vescovo’s efforts to design and build a revolutionary submersible, deploying it to the bottom of all five oceans, as well as the Titanic wreck, and conducting scientific exploration in the most unforgiving and mysterious places on our planet. Written by five-time New York Times bestselling author Josh Young in the tradition of The Soul of a New Machine and The Right Stuff, the book chronicles the four-year effort encompassing numerous technological challenges, personality clashes, international governmental issues and scientific discoveries, as well as the costly failures and ultimately the path breaking efforts of that mission, the Five Deeps Expedition <https://fivedeeps.com>.

            A 5-part Discovery Channel series entitled Planet Ocean on the expedition will air in the U.S. in late 2020 and globally throughout 2021, and we are hoping to release the book in those windows to capitalize on the series publicity. A one-hour program on the Titanic dive aired on the National Geographic Channel and will be put on its streaming service in early 2021. Public relations support for the book will be provided by The Richards Group, the largest independent advertising agency in the U.S., and Victor Vescovo will commit to a significant buyback of books.
            The 46,000-nautical mile expedition, wrapping around the globe and then some, was set in motion and financed by the self-made, ponytailed Texas investor, explorer and former Naval Intelligence officer Victor Vescovo. After summiting the highest mountain on every continent and skiing the last degree of both poles, making him one of only a dozen people to complete the “Explorers Grand Slam,” he decided that it was unacceptable that no one had been to the bottom of all fives oceans and explored what was there. So, he assembled a team and risked a sizeable portion of his net worth to finance the project at a cost of more than $50 million and attempt to become the first human to reach the bottom of all five oceans, video sea life in the Hadal Zone (the significantly unstudied area below 7,500 meters), and return with soil and marine samples to open a meaningful conversation about what life in those areas can mean for us.

            Vescovo commissioned the building of the most advanced deep-diving submersible ever built, the first capable of doing unlimited dives to below 10,000 meters, where the pressure on the sub is 8 tons per square inch, the equivalent of having 292 fueled and fully loaded 747s stacked on it. The expedition constantly teetered on the brink of failure, pushing through dangerous diving conditions in the hurricane-laden ocean waters and getting caught up in the byzantine global politics of oceanography. Along the way, much was gained and lost, and there was no shortage of drama. A $300,000 scientific platform known as a lander was lost in the Bahamas on its first deployment, and another was rescued from the Challenger Deep in the deepest marine salvage mission in history. The sub’s $350,000 hydraulic arm used to collect samples literally fell off at the bottom of the Atlantic Ocean and had to be replaced. While exploring the bottom of the unforgiving Southern Ocean on a solo dive, Vescovo lost communications with the ship for 90 minutes, leaving the control room uncertain of his fate.  

            The book will detail the scientific findings that resulted from the exploration of all five oceans. The concept of a lifeless sea floor pushed by many scientists was debunked. Life was found in all of five deep ocean trenches, including several new species that have posed as of yet unanswered questions about survival and migration from ocean to ocean. It found previously unknown topography, like sea mounts that cause tsunamis when they are broken by shifting subduction plates and jammed back into the earth crust that can now be studied to predict future disasters. 

Expedition Deep Ocean’s narrative revolves around the building of this groundbreaking sub and the excitement of the individual dives that sent man to the unknown. It tracks the extraordinary ingenuity involved in solving technical problems on the fly that could have resulted in tragedy, highlight the ingenuity and derring-do of those in this inspirational story about testing the boundaries of technology and science, and show how door to ocean exploration has been opened so that we may now begin to answer the pressing questions about what the deep oceans mean to mankind. 

Expedition Deep Ocean delves into the harrowing dives more than 6 miles below the surface, the challenges to solve mechanical problems, and the personality conflicts between the first team ever to attempt such an audacious, around-the-world expedition. Its human storyline will be of interest to readers of The Right Stuff by Tom Wolfe, and The Soul of a New Machine by Tracy Kidder; the around-the-world Five Deeps Expedition weathering the roughest ocean waters plays to the drama of In the Kingdom of Ice: The Grand and Terrible Polar Voyage of the USS Jeannette by Hampton Sides, while the geological investigation of the subduction zones that cause tsunamis undertaken by the expedition’s science team will interest readers Dr. Lucy Jones’ The Big Ones: How Natural Disasters Have Shaped Us (and What We Can Do About Them). 
Josh Young is a rare writer who not only has co-written twenty-one books, including five New York Times bestsellers, two additional Los Angeles Times bestsellers, three books that were made into documentaries, eighteen books that have been ranked No. 1 in their amazon category, and two novels, but he also has the rare distinction of writing books with and about leading experts in the worlds of Entertainment, Business, Law, Science, Natural History, Sports and Politics. He is the co-author of comedian Howie Mandel’s Here’s the Deal: Don’t Touch Me; of Dr. Sam Parnia’s Erasing Death: The Science That Is Rewriting The Boundaries Between Life And Death, of movie mogul Mike Medavoy’s You’re Only As Good As Your Next One, and of Matt Graham’s Epic Survival: Extreme Adventure, Stone Age Wisdom, And Lessons In Living From A Modern Hunter-Gatherer. Josh co-wrote Bob Newhart’s comedic memoir I Shouldn’t Even Be Doing This, Jay Mohr’s Gasping For Airtime: Two Years In The Trenches Of ‘Saturday Night Live’, and Jim Belushi’s Real Men Don’t Apologize.
The Italians
By John Hooper

(Penguin, 2016; Rights sold in Russia, Poland, Taiwan and Korea; remaining translation rights with agent)
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A vivid and surprising portrait of the Italian people from an admired foreign correspondent

How did a nation that spawned the Renaissance also produce the Mafia? And why does Italian have twelve words for coat hanger but none for hangover?
 
John Hooper’s entertaining and perceptive new book is the ideal companion for anyone seeking to understand contemporary Italy and the unique character of the Italians. Twenty years as a foreign correspondent based in Rome have sharpened Hooper’s observations, and he looks at the facts that lie behind the stereotypes, shedding new light on everything from the Italians’ bewildering politics to their love of life and beauty. Hooper persuasively demonstrates the impact of geography, history, and tradition on many aspects of Italian life, including football and Freemasonry, sex, food, and opera. Brimming with the kind of fascinating—and often hilarious—insights unavailable in guidebooks, The Italians will surprise even the most seasoned Italophile.

“A compact but comprehensive study of the people of Italy. The author puts his finger on the vast diversity of the country through his descriptions of their linguistics, cultures, foods, economies and even journalism. What's not to love? A thoroughly researched, well-written, ageless narrative of a fascinating people.”—Kirkus, starred review
 
“A sophisticated portrait of the Italians at their best and their worst: charming, imaginative, generous, full of life but also unreliable, more or less corrupt and often downright infuriating. I found myself laughing out loud at some of the humorous twists Mr. Hooper has put to his very perceptive analyses. A worthy and long-overdue successor to Luigi Barzini’s classic The Italians."—Andrea Di Robilant, author of A Venetian Affair

“John Hooper takes his readers deep into the Italian labyrinth. And they come out alive, with a smile on their faces! A remarkable achievement.”—Beppe Severgnini, author of Ciao America and La Bella Figura

“In vivid and fluid prose, John Hooper has written an indispensible guide to life in Italy past and present. His incisive portrait, at turns hard-hitting and affectionate, reveals the Italians in all their complexity, from their dolce vita and transcendent art to their gut-wrenching social and political struggles.”—Joseph Luzzi, author of My Two Italies

“Thanks to his great curiosity, his splendid comparative and analytical perspective, and a fine eye for telling details, John Hooper gets under the skin of a fascinating people in a remarkable and compelling way.”—Bill Emmott, co-author of the documentary about Italy “Girlfriend in a Coma”

“Here is the history, passion, culture, and contradictions that make Italy and Italians so fascinating. John Hooper's The Italians is as enjoyable to read as taking a trip to my favorite country!” —Ann Hood, author of An Italian Wife
John Hooper is the Italy correspondent of the Economist and a contributing editor of the Guardian (London). He has also written or broadcast for the BBC, NBC, and Reuters. His book The Spaniards won the Allen Lane Award and was revised and updated as The New Spaniards in 1995 and 2006.

BACKLIST TITLES

The Clock Mirage: Our Myth of Measured Time
By Joe Mazur
(Yale University Press, 2020; Rights sold in China, Turkey and Italy; remaining translation rights with agent)
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          Named one of Book Riot’s Six Great Nonfiction Books about Time:  a tour of clocks throughout the centuries—from the sandglass to the telomere—that reveals the physical, biological, and social nature of time

“[A] mind-stretching book. . . . Skilfully written.”—John Carey, Sunday Times (London)

What is time? This question has fascinated philosophers, mathematicians, and scientists for thousands of years. Why does time seem to speed up with age? What is its connection with memory, anticipation, and sleep cycles?  
 
Award‑winning author and mathematician Joseph Mazur provides an engaging exploration of how the understanding of time has evolved throughout human history and offers a compelling new vision, submitting that time lives within us. Our cells, he notes, have a temporal awareness, guided by environmental cues in sync with patterns of social interaction. Readers learn that, as a consequence of time’s personal nature, a forty‑eight‑hour journey on the space shuttle can feel shorter than a six‑hour trip on the Soyuz capsule, that the Amondawa of the Amazon do not have ages, and that time speeds up with fever and slows down when we feel in danger.
 
With a narrative punctuated by personal stories of time’s effects on truck drivers, Olympic racers, prisoners, and clockmakers, Mazur’s journey is filled with fascinating insights into how our technologies, our bodies, and our attitudes can change our perceptions. Ultimately, time reveals itself as something that rides on the rhythms of our minds. The Clock Mirage presents an innovative perspective that will force us to rethink our relationship with time, and how best to use it.
          A provocative and beautifully written work of cross-disciplinary nonfiction that will offer a bold new understanding of time and how we experience it, Zeno’s Quiver will appeal to readers of books such as A Brief History of Time, by Stephen Hawking, Einstein’s Clocks, From Eternity to Here, by Sean Carroll, Einstein’s Clocks and Poincaré’s Maps, by Peter Galison, Seven Brief Lessons on Physics, by Carlo Rovelli and The Fabric of the Cosmos by Brian Greene.

           
Joseph Mazur is Professor Emeritus of Mathematics at Marlboro College, and is the author of five cross-disciplinary popular nonfiction books connecting mathematics to history, psychology, and literature, including Fluke: The Math and Myth of Coincidence (Basic Books, 2016; sold in 10 territories); Enlightening Symbols: A Short History of Mathematical Symbols and Their Hidden Powers (Princeton, March 2014; translated into 7 territories) The Motion Paradox: The 2,500-Year-Old Puzzle Behind All the Mysteries of Time and Space (Dutton, 2007; translated into 4 territories), and What’s Luck Got to Do with It? The History, Mathematics, and Psychology or the Gambler’s Illusion (Princeton, 2010; translated into 4 territories), and Euclid in the Rainforest: Discovering Universal Truth in Logic and Math (Pi Press, 2005; translated into 4 territories), which was a finalist for the PEN/America Martha Albrand Award for First Nonfiction. In 2012 The Guardian acclaimed this book as one of the “top 10 popular mathematics books” ever. The recipient of a Guggenheim Foundation Fellowship, a Bogliasco Fellowship, and a Rockefeller Bellagio Residency, a Fellow of the Vermont Academy of Arts and Sciences and a teacher at the Bread Loaf Writers Conference, he received his Ph.D. in mathematics from MIT.
King of the Mississippi
By Michael Freedman

(Hogarth, 2019; translation rights with agent)
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Written by a Special Forces veteran of the recent wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, King of the Mississippi marks the arrival of a major literary talent. A truly singular war novel set in the world of management consulting, it is the first great satire of the Trump era, and the manuscript has already garnered stellar endorsements from luminaries such as Ben Fountain, Philipp Meyer (“…the best comic novel since Lucky Jim”), Tim O’Brien, Robert Olen Butler, Ha Jin, Winston Groom, Amber Dermont and others. 






Here are the endorsements from Ben Fountain, Ha Jin and Robert Olen Butler:
         
"Mike Freedman's King of Mississippi takes us on a wild and raucous 

ride through the "homefront" of contemporary America and the 
foreign front of  "over 
there," shredding--to hilarious and usually 
wincing effect--the   prevailing pieties of  corporate and military 
culture.  Freedman has a keen eye for the damning detail, a quick ear 
for the unctuous con, which make him an ideal satirist/realist for our 
highly disturbed age.  Joseph Heller, Terry Southern, 
Hunter 
Thompson, George Saunders, say hello to the newest member of the 
American Jesters club."
 – Ben Fountain


“The points of reference in America’s literary heritage for Mike 
Freedman’s King of the Mississippi are in some ways clear and 
compelling, from Twain to Heller and beyond. But in a very real way 
they do Freedman an injustice. Reading this book I found all the 
comparisons falling quickly away. He is an American original. King of 
the Mississippi weds dark hilarity and deep seriousness in ways that are, 
it seems to me, uniquely born from this apocalyptic era we have now 
entered. This is a remarkable debut from a truly important young 
American writer. King of the Mississippi weds dark hilarity and deep 
seriousness in ways that are, it seems to me, uniquely born from this 
apocalyptic era we have now entered. This is a remarkable debut from 
a truly important young American writer.” 
– Robert Olen Butler
“Mike Freedman writes with a distinct sensibility.  His new novel King of the Mississippi throbs with humor and American exuberance."
– Ha Jin


This darkly comic satire unfolds against the backdrop of the recent oil industry crash, and it charts the battle of two Alpha Male consultants, each believing he is the king of Houston’s leading strategic consulting firm. At the height of a hundred-dollar-a-barrel oil, no one is riding higher among the Houston elites than mercilessly competitive native son Brock Wharton. That is until the arrival of his newly hired colleague Mike Fink fresh off the battlefields overseas, an operator who knows a thing or two about waging asymmetrical war. 

So begins the ruthless competition for supremacy between the haughty and contemptuous Brock Wharton and the mercurial ex-Green Beret Mike Fink. From the business world of Houston, onsite consulting engagements, to Harvard Business School, their battle and yearning to be the best raises the stakes until they find themselves in the warzone of Iraq during the era of ISIS. Over the course of their strange journey, they will discover empathy and what it really means to be a man. 

A masterwork of black humor and blistering satire, King of the Mississippi will speak to readers of Ben Fountain, Evelyn Waugh, Terry Southern, George Saunders and Joseph Heller. The novel is marked by its starkly unique comic vision as well as its vastly different milieus; it’s the first intimate window into the world of strategic management consulting in literary fiction (by an author with an MBA), while it also portrays combat in Iraq that comes from the author’s experience. At the same time, King of the Mississippi acerbically savages the pillars of contemporary American identity – from the snake oil of management consulting ideology to the vacuity of the TED Talk meme ecology, from shallow patriotism to the insidious convergence of corporate and military cultures, from the dangers of toxic masculinity in Post-9/11 America to the national trauma of the Long War. It is also an examination of American folklore and the mythology of our country, as the character Mike Fink claims to be a descendant of the “King of the Mississippi” folk hero of the same name in this modern fable of the price of reinvention in America. Hilarious, antic, yet deadly serious, King of the Mississippi holds a Southern gothic mirror up to a society that is deeply at war with itself.

A native Houstonian, Mike Freedman volunteered for the Army after 9/11 and served in both the Infantry and the Special Forces as a Green Beret. He has done three combat tours with the Special Forces in Iraq and Afghanistan. He is an English Literature graduate of Tulane University and was awarded the Class of 2014’s full scholarship from Rice University Business School, where he served as President of the Rice Veterans Association and founding Chair of the Baker Institute of Public Policy’s Roundtable Young Professionals group.
The Human Swarm: How Our Societies Arise, Thrive and Fall 

By Mark W. Moffett 
(Basic Books, 2019; Rights have been sold in Germany, Japan, Italy, Korea, China, Spain, Brazil, Arabic, Turkey and the Netherlands; remaining translation rights with agent)
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The Human Swarm is a magisterial work on the origins of societies by eminent biologist, E.O. Wilson protege and explorer Mark W. Moffett. It offers a paradigm-shifting account of what causes societies to emerge, remain distinct, grow, transform and die that incorporates disciplines ranging from evolutionary biology and psychology to neuroscience to anthropology. 


Mark currently holds positions at the Smithsonian and Harvard, and he is well-connected in the media and among fellow scholars. The academic paper upon which this book has generated wide praise among experts in the field: for instance, E.O. Wilson described the argument as an “important contribution on one of the key steps in prehuman evolution" and Roy Baumeister, author of the NY Times bestseller Willpower called it "brilliant". 


Bonding to groups is a primal human drive. We join up with book clubs, poker buddies, sports fans, political parties, religions. Most elemental is our connection to the society we live in. Other than our families, societies are the groups humans most often fight and die for. But given how central societies are to our world, very few understand this fundamental question: how do they actually arise?

            Dubbed “the Indiana Jones of Entomology” by the National Geographic Society, and “the Jane Goodall of ants” by Jane Goodall, Mark Moffett is a highly celebrated, award-winning ecologist and explorer—a protégé of E.O. Wilson and regular guest of The Colbert Report and Conan O’Brien—who has spent his life traveling the globe to discover new species and behavior. Mark’s travels among ants, chimps, and humans over the years have led him to explore how societies develop, and to ponder such essential questions as: How is it that humans are the only animals with a backbone who are able to form societies of more than 200 members, let alone nations over a billion strong? How is it that we can walk into a Starbucks full of unfamiliar people and not fly into a chimpanzee-style murderous rage? What does this mean for the way we understand our evolution?

            An epic and paradigm-shifting work that will offer a breakthrough in our understanding of life, The Human Swarm draws from disciplines not ordinarily discussed in one place—psychology, sociology, anthropology, ecology, evolutionary biology, and the neurosciences—to consider for the first time what causes societies to emerge, remain distinct, grow, transform, produce new societies, and die.

            As The Human Swarm shows, an overlooked turning point in human evolution, most likely millions of years ago, was the shift from our need to know one another individually to the development of labels of identity that enabled strangers to coexist peaceably. Moffett overturns the widely accepted notion that cooperation is the keystone of societies by showing how human societies have managed to grow into the billions because people identify (and are comfortable around) individuals they haven’t met by recognizing their “labels” of society membership, such as accent, clothing, hairstyle, gestures, and rituals. Moffett puts forth the provocative case that the broad sweep of human history can be described in terms of the stability of labels, since a society is able to expand its population, and maintain its strength, only as far as the labels its members use to identify one another can spread and remain the same. As he charts the progress of humanity over the last millennia, Moffett persuasively argues that social labels have shaped humankind right up to our immersion in the complex iconographies of the Information Age.

            The Human Swarm will be a book of voyages, as Moffett will take the reader around the world and back in time to behold humanity’s baby steps. Moffett will journey among lions, wolves, hyenas, dolphins, chimpanzees, and ants to clarify the evolutionary roots of human societies among the animals (and he will offer the startling conclusion that we are closer to ants then we ever imagined!). He will also roam with indigenous peoples of Australia and Africa that provide insights into humanity’s common past. Woven into the journey will be a detective story: his compulsion to track down and consider what the humanities and the hard sciences teach us about personal identities and tribal impulses rooted deep within humans and other animal species. To show where these characteristics of humankind came from, he will examine the features of our early social groups, how those features have persisted in the tribal impulses of the modern world, and what these mean for the success and stability of modern multiethnic nations and the relations among them. His insights show that societies have been built to break down: archetypal rules by which people shift their identities over time assure a built-in obsolescence.

            The Human Swarm will address surprisingly ignored questions about societies. What causes them to remain distinct, transform over time, and produce new societies? What happens in the minds of animals like chimps as their societies break apart and form anew, and in the minds of people as we formulate our own identities with societies? Is violence a sad necessity of the cycle? How did such traits come to be, and in what ways do they affect our daily lives?

            In many ways a prequel to Guns, Germs, and Steel by Jared Diamond, The Human Swarm will cover a broader sweep of time. A radical rereading of evolution through the lens of social identity, it will draw on examples throughout nature and from the hard and soft sciences to understand universal truths about societies. The book will illuminate how primeval bonds influence human beings today and what this tells us about our prospects for global stability, unification, and peace. As a groundbreaking account of human society and evolution, The Human Swarm will speak to readers of books by Jared Diamond, E.O. Wilson and Richard Dawkins, as well as Steven Pinker’s The Better Angels of Our Nature, Jonathan Haidt’s Righteous Mind: Why Good People Are Divided by Politics and Religion, and Roy Baumeister’s Willpower, among others.

            Mark Moffett is a research scientist at the Smithsonian Institution and a research associate in Human Evolutionary Biology at Harvard University. He has been a regular contributor to the National Geographic. He has won the Yale Poynter Journalism Fellowship, Harvard’s Bowdoin Prize for writing, and the Lowell Thomas Medal from the Explorers Club, among others. He earned a Ph.D. in Evolutionary Biology under E.O. Wilson at Harvard, where he later served as a curator at the Museum of Comparative Zoology and a research associate in the Department of Human Evolution. Before joining the National Museum of Natural history at the Smithsonian he was Scholar in Residence at Museum of Vertebrate Zoology, University of California at Berkeley. He just received a Journalism-in-Residence fellowship at the National Evolutionary Synthesis Center at Duke to work on this book.  His previous works include Adventures Among Ants: A Global Safari with a Cast of Trillions (University of California Press, 2011) and The High Frontier: Exploring the Rainforest Canopy (Harvard University Press, 1994). His prose has been included in the series Best American Science and Nature Writing.

Born to be Posthumous: The Eccentric Life and Mysterious Genius of Edward Gorey By Mark Dery

(Little, Brown, 2018; Rights have been sold in the UK and China; remaining translation rights with agent)
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The definitive biography of Edward Gorey, the eccentric master of macabre nonsense.

“Edward Gorey has been granted, after a life of improbable solitudes and elegant 
evasions, the most remarkable biography, one I believe he could have lived with. What 
was the likelihood that this singular genius could be restored, with such compassion and 
grace, within his whole context: Balanchine, Surrealism, Frank O’Hara, Lady Murasaki, 
et al? This is a Dery Gorey book.”

 – Jonathan Lethem

As a perfervid Goreyphile, I was a bit leery of a biography undertaking to spell out the 
details of his life. Did I really want to have the mystery solved? But Mark Dery drags the 
pond to revelatory result, contextualizing and analyzing Gorey, plunging into his 
obsessions, dissecting his sexuality, and even examining the philosophical import of 
nonsense while somehow managing to leave the central enigma radiantly intact. This is 
an absolutely riveting book about an utterly sui generis subject.

— Allison Bechdel
From The Gashlycrumb Tinies to The Doubtful Guest, Edward Gorey's wickedly funny and deliciously sinister little books have influenced our culture in innumerable ways, from the works of Tim Burton and Neil Gaiman to Lemony Snicket. Some even call him the Grandfather of Goth.
But who was this man, who lived with over twenty thousand books and six cats, who roomed with Frank O'Hara at Harvard, and was known--in the late 1940s, no less--to traipse around in full-length fur coats, clanking bracelets, and an Edwardian beard? An eccentric, a gregarious recluse, an enigmatic auteur of whimsically morbid masterpieces, yes--but who was the real Edward Gorey behind the Oscar Wildean pose?

He published over a hundred books and illustrated works by Samuel Beckett, T.S. Eliot, Edward Lear, John Updike, Charles Dickens, Hilaire Belloc, Muriel Spark, Bram Stoker, Gilbert & Sullivan, and others. At the same time, he was a deeply complicated and conflicted individual, a man whose art reflected his obsessions with the disquieting and the darkly hilarious.

Based on newly uncovered correspondence and interviews with personalities as diverse as John Ashbery, Donald Hall, Lemony Snicket, Neil Gaiman, and Anna Sui, BORN TO BE POSTHUMOUS draws back the curtain on the eccentric genius and mysterious life of Edward Gorey.
Mark Dery is a cultural critic and the author of Escape Velocity: Cyberculture at the End of the Century (Grove, 1996) and The Pyrotechnic Insanitarium: American Culture on the Brink (Grove, 1999). He has written for the New York Times Magazine, Rolling Stone, The Village Voice Literary Supplement, Bookforum, Lingua Franca, Suck, Feed, and Salon. He is a frequent lecturer in the U.S. and Europe on new media, fringe thought, popular -- and unpopular – culture, and has taught media studies and narrative nonfiction in the Department of Journalism at NYU, was a Chancellor’s Distinguished Fellow at UC Irvine, and has been a scholar in residence at the American Academy in Rome. 
Stealth: The Secret Race to Invent the Invisible Airplane
By Peter Westwick

(Oxford University Press, 2020; rights sold in Japan and China; remaining translation rights with agent)

Material available: Finished book
In January 1991, as Operation Desert Storm began in the skies over Iraq, American television viewers got their first glimpses of the Stealth F-117 aircraft dropping bombs down the airshafts of Baghdad buildings. Along with the B-2 bomber, these new and uniquely-shaped planes transfixed viewers and marked a military revolution.  The question on everyone’s mind was how did scientists and engineers make such large airplanes essentially invisible to radar?  

For the first time, Stealth tells the story of engineers at two companies, Lockheed and Northrop, and their epic race to build the first Stealth plane.  Conducted under the highest levels of secrecy in the Cold War, these remarkable engineers arrived at two drastically different solutions in less than five years: the sharp facets of Lockheed’s F-117 and the rounded curves of Northrop’s B-2. In describing the riveting contest between these two programs to help explain why these airplanes emerged when they did, the book explains the longer-term implications of Stealth and the military revolution, and highlights the central role of scientists and engineers in modern warfare.  

Stealth was a solution to the problem of air defense.  Over the course of the Cold War the Soviets built a formidable network of radar-guided anti-aircraft missiles.  In the early 1970s the American experience in the air over Vietnam, along with Israel’s in the 1973 Yom Kippur war, persuaded American military planners that the Soviets now had the strategic advantage over American aircraft. The U.S. needed an airplane that Soviet radars couldn’t see. As the book shows, Stealth offered an alternative to nuclear weapons, a way out of the looking-glass labyrinth of nuclear strategy.  In general, there were two ways to destroy a target: either a small bomb close to the target, or a big bomb not so close to the target. Stealth, together with precision-guided munitions, changed that equation. Now you didn’t need a big bomb—a small one would do. So this book is not only about where Stealth came from, and why the planes look the way they do. It is also about why Stealth was important—and that is because it helped launch a reconsideration of strategic fundamentals. 


Stealth is also a study of how this monumental technology emerged from the crucible of geopolitics, regional culture, and unique personalities. As the book shows how Southern California’s Disney-inflected culture of visionaries contributed to the building of stealth, it also tells the story of the people who built it, a fascinating cast of characters including the legendary Ben Rich, head of the Skunk Works, an incorrigible joker and raconteur, his counterpart Tom Jones, a charming engineer with an entrepreneurial streak, verging on riverboat-gambler; Bob Murphy, a blunt, profane Irishman with a high-school degree who was a genius of the Lockheed shop floor; and many more. Despite these different personalities and characters, all of these men realized that they constituted an exclusive fraternity within American aerospace, working on utterly novel and unique aircraft that would place scientists and engineers at the center of modern warfare, with long-term implications on military strategy.

Stealth will appeal to an audience of readers of popular and military history, readers interested in history of technology and the Cold War, and aviation buffs.  It will speak to the broader demand for books on military technology, evident in Max Boot, War Made New, P.W. Singer, Wired for War, Paul Kennedy, Engineers of Victory, and Richard Whittle, Predator. Existing literature is dominated by Ben Rich’s 1996 memoir, which, as a bestseller that continues to sell, does suggest the potential market, though it provides only the Lockheed perspective. No book has told the story of both planes in detail or compared the design approaches of the two firms, which is exactly what Stealth will do.
Peter Westwick is Director of the Aerospace History Project at the Huntington-USC Institute on California and the West.  His previous appointments include Eleanor Searle Visiting Professor in the History of Science at Caltech, and Olin Fellow in International Security Studies at Yale.  He received his BA in physics and PhD in history from Berkeley. He is the author of The World in the Curl: An Unconventional History of Surfing (Crown, 2013), Blue Sky Metropolis: The Aerospace Century in Southern California (Yale University Press, 2007), and The National Labs: Science in an American System, 1947-1974 (Harvard University Press, 2003).
The Unhackable Internet: How Rebuilding Cyberspace Can Create Real Security and Prevent Financial Collapse

By Thomas P. Vartanian

(Rowman and Littlefield, 2022; translation rights with agent)

Material available: Finished book
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Like most aspects of modern existence, more and more of our financial lives have migrated to the digital realm. With the benefits of ease that our Internet allows us, that transition also raises numerous – and dangerous – threats to national security, our money, and the systems we use to store and transfer it. In The Unhackable Internet, financial services and technology expert Thomas P. Vartanian exposes the vulnerabilities of the many networks that we rely on today as well as the threats facing the integrity of our national security and financial services sector. 

From cyberattacks by foreign adversaries like China and Russia, the explosion of cryptocurrency, the advancement of ransomware, phishing, surveillance apps, spying software, and logic bombs, along with the increasing savvy and daring shown by Internet hackers, the next financial panic is likely to be delivered to us through use or abuse of technology. The Unhackable Internet describes how society can remake an Internet that was never conceived as a secure environment and badly tainted by the original sin of substandard coding. Vartanian argues for increasing the use of private and offline network infrastructures, controlling the ownership of Internet infrastructure, and imposing enhanced authentication, governance, and enforcement standards. This online universe would look more like our analog lives, authenticating all digital traffic to a real person and removing any virtual traveler that violated the new rules of the road. 

The Unhackable Internet poses a challenge to America: take the lead and create a coalition of democratic nations to implement financial cyber strategies or be left with no counterweight short of military power to respond to those who weaponize technology. This comprehensive and compelling book makes it clear that nothing less than the control of global economies is up for grabs, and that how we use technology is our choice.
Praise for The UnHackable Internet:
"The Unhackable Internet offers comprehensive and insightful cybersecurity solutions that just may change the Internet forever. It should be required reading for every executive, and policymaker.” 
– Forbes

“The greatest threat to today’s global financial system is not financial risk or geopolitical uncertainty, but the danger of cyber-attack through a poorly defended Internet. In The Unhackable Internet, Tom Vartanian describes in detail how we got to this point and suggests practicable steps that could make us safer. Most important, he makes clear that our openness to such attack is a choice, and one we can change. Governments and markets should listen.”
–Randal K. Quarles, Chairman and Founder of The Cynosure Group, former Vice Chairman of the Federal Reserve System for Supervision, Chairman of the G-20’s Financial Stability Board, member of the Federal Open Market Committee, and Under Secretary of the U.S. Treasury

“The Unhackable Internet brings order to the digital wild west. Data is the world's most valuable economic asset and yet we live in the age of eternal breach. Hindsight has proved the folly of Mark Zuckerberg's mantra ‘move fast and break things.’ We ignore the lessons of history at our peril; a less hackable Internet is the imperative of our time. Vartanian's compelling vision – achievable if we pull together – puts the adults back in charge of the Internet.”

– James Dever, Co-Founder and Principal at Lockhaven Solutions LLC and former U.S. Air Force Professor of Cyber Warfare and U.S. Army Cyber Warfare Judge Advocate

“The Unhackable Internet is a painstaking dissection of the threats of a virtual financial life. Its detailed history of cybersecurity vulnerabilities and official responses over the last 25 years is unparalleled. Vartanian’s creative presentation of the path that can lead to a more secure Internet and avert future financial calamities is grounded in his five decades of practical, real-world experience and is sure to spark a discussion of new ways to recreate the Internet.” – Brian P. Brooks, CEO, Bitfury, former CEO of Binance US and Acting Comptroller of the Currency


“For anyone interested in the future of the internet, this book is a tour de force. ‘Security’ is the word that comes to mind for anyone developing a business over the internet. The Unhackable Internet provides an experienced and creative approach to dealing with the risks and threats to financial infrastructures exposed by internet growth. Vartanian clearly presents the past and present of online banking, engaging in a very much needed debate on the possible paths for the future of internet security. The Unhackable Internet leaves readers not only informed, but willing to move ahead with viable alternatives to keeping the internet in the boundaries of law and order without killing its creativity drive.” – Sylvia Elaluf-Calderwood, PhD,Professor of Information Systems and Business Analytics, Florida International University College of Business


“Vartanian’s tour de force analyzes a continuum of solutions to make the Internet safer and more unhackable. It lays out a sober assessment of the financial Armageddon, however unthinkable, that could be avoided but for the demoralizing and dispiriting failure of leadership which has followed a predictable cycle of attack, rinse, and repeat. The Unhackable Internet offers comprehensive and insightful cybersecurity solutions that just may change the Internet forever. It should be required reading every executive and policymaker.” – Roslyn Layton, PhD, Aalborg University, Department of Electronic Systems, National Security Institute, George Mason University 
Thomas P. Vartanian leads the Financial Technology & Cybersecurity Center today, having previously chaired the financial institution’s practices at two international law firms, Dechert LLP and Fried Frank LLP. He also has served as General Counsel of the Federal Home Loan Bank Board and the FSLIC during the S&L crisis, and as Special Assistant to the Chief Counsel of the Office of the Comptroller of the Currency. 
Vartanian was the Chairman of the American Bar Association’s Cyberspace Law Committee and is a Fellow of the American College of Consumer Financial Services Law. He has represented either the government or private parties in a majority of the financial disasters over the last five decades and worked on technological advancements from the development of ATMs to the tokenization of financial instruments on blockchain networks. 
Vartanian has appeared on Bloomberg TV, CNN, Fox News,Newsmax, and PBS, among others. He is the author of 200 Years of American Financial Panics. For more, visit www.thomasvartanian.com.

Narconomics: How to Run a Drug Cartel
By Tom Wainwright 
(Public Affairs, 2016; Rights have been sold in the UK, Germany, Spain, Portugal, Holland, Hungary, Ukraine, Russia, Japan, France, Finland, Sweden, Bulgaria, Romania, Czech Republic, China, Taiwan, Mongolia, Slovakia and Poland; remaining translation rights with agent)
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How does a budding cartel boss succeed (and survive) in the $300 billion illegal drug business? By learning from the best, of course. From creating brand value to fine-tuning customer service, the folks running cartels have been attentive students of the strategy and tactics used by corporations such as Walmart, McDonald’s, and Coca-Cola.

     And what can government learn to combat this scourge? By analyzing the cartels as companies, law enforcers might better understand how they work—and stop throwing away $100 billion a year in a futile effort to win the “war” against this global, highly organized business.

     Your intrepid guide to the most exotic and brutal industry on earth is Tom Wainwright. Picking his way through Andean cocaine fields, Central American prisons, Colorado pot shops, and the online drug dens of the Dark Web, Wainwright provides a fresh, innovative look into the drug trade and its 250 million customers.

     The cast of characters includes “Bin Laden,” the Bolivian coca guide; “Old Lin,” the Salvadoran gang leader; “Starboy,” the millionaire New Zealand pill maker; and a cozy Mexican grandmother who cooks blueberry pancakes while plotting murder. Along with presidents, cops, and teenage hitmen, they explain such matters as the business purpose for head-to-toe tattoos, how gangs decide whether to compete or collude, and why cartels care a surprising amount about corporate social responsibility.

More than just an investigation of how drug cartels do business, Narconomics is also a blueprint for how to defeat them.Gripping, thought-provoking and authoritative, Narconomics will use unorthodox methods to explain the drug industry in an unprecedented way. As it shines a light on the peculiar ways that the logic of the modern market can be used to understand even the most extreme activities, Narconomics will speak to readers of bestsellers such as Freakonomics (Morrow, 2009) Sudhir Venkatesh’s Gang Leader for a Day (Penguin Press, 2008) Misha Glenny’s McMafia (Knopf, 2008), not to mention fans of series such as Breaking Bad and The Wire.

Reviews
“[Tom Wainwright] brings a fine and balanced analytical mind to some very good research…By looking at the drug trade as a business, Wainwright is able to reveal much about why it wreaks such havoc in Central and South America. Wainwright show[s] how drug violence is not so much senseless but the devastating result of economic calculations taken to their brutal extreme. [His] conclusion is titled 'Why Economists Make the Best Police Officers.' It is one of the pithiest and most persuasive arguments for drug law reform I have ever read.”—Misha Glenny, New York Times Sunday Book Review
“A lively and engaging book, informed by both dogged reporting and gleanings from academic research...”—Wall Street Journal
"Tom Wainwright has powerfully argued in favor of legalizing drugs. He says that the policies aimed at stifling the drug trade seem to be misdirected and have failed... a controversial but well-argued book... a must-read for everyone interested in solving the drug issue. Wainwright makes a lot of sense at a time when the world seems helpless against drug traffickers."—The Washington Book Review
“Tom Wainwright of the Economist brings a fine and balanced analytical mind to some very good research…”—Minneapolis Star Tribune

“An entertaining read, “Narconomics” is also thoughtful and in many regards persuasive.” – Reuters

“One of the most exciting business books of the last few years" – Management Today
“[Wainwright’s] book is courageous on several levels… [he] challenges everyone at once—the dealers, the drug czars, and the bystanders in between. A daring work of investigative journalism and a well-reasoned argument for smarter drug policies.”—Kirkus Reviews
“Readers interested in the intersection of crime, economics, entrepreneurship, and law enforcement will find this work fascinating.”—Library Journal

An Amazon Best Book of February 2016: Chances are when you hear someone talking about the drug trade what comes to mind is an image from T.V. or the movies—seedy dealers, million-dollar busts, films like Traffic and shows like The Wire. In Narconomics, author Tom Wainwright looks at the drug business as…a business. And it’s fascinating. We already know how internet shopping has changed the way people buy and sell goods, but in the course of his research Wainwright learned that all manner of illegal drugs are increasingly being bought and sold online, too. Interesting, right? Just wait until you read how customer service and product quality have been impacted by this change… And this is just one of the many ways in which an economist’s view paints a very different picture than the one we’re used to seeing. Wainwright’s fresh look at a decades-old problem shows not only how the narcotics industry is run, but also how the “war on drugs” could be more effective if law enforcement started thinking about the drug business as just another corporate jungle. --Seira Wilson
Tom Wainwright is the homepage editor of The Economist. Until last year he was the newspaper’s Mexico City correspondent, covering Mexico, Central America and the Caribbean, as well as parts of South America and the United States border region. Before moving to Mexico in early 2010 he covered crime and social affairs for the Britain section of The Economist. Before joining The Economist in 2007, Tom was a reporter on the London Daily Express. He has freelanced for newspapers including the London Times, the Guardian, the Literary Review, and assorted other newspapers. He has a first-class degree in philosophy, politics and economics from Oxford University.
Unbroken Brain: A Revolutionary New Way of Understanding Addiction
By Maia Szalavitz 
(St. Martin’s, 2016; Rights have been sold in Germany, China, Taiwan, Estonia and Russia; remaining translation rights with agent)
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New York Times Bestseller
Material available: Finished book  

More people than ever before see themselves as addicted to, or recovering from, addiction, whether it be alcohol or drugs, prescription meds, sex, gambling, porn, or the internet. But despite the unprecedented attention, our understanding of addiction is trapped in unfounded 20th century ideas, addiction as a crime or as brain disease, and in equally outdated treatment.


Challenging both the idea of the addict's "broken brain" and the notion of a simple "addictive personality," Unbroken Brain offers a radical and groundbreaking new perspective, arguing that addictions are learning disorders and shows how seeing the condition this way can untangle our current debates over treatment, prevention and policy. Like autistic traits, addictive behaviors fall on a spectrum -- and they can be a normal response to an extreme situation. By illustrating what addiction is, and is not, the book illustrates how timing, history, family, peers, culture and chemicals come together to create both illness and recovery- and why there is no "addictive personality" or single treatment that works for all.

Combining Maia Szalavitz's personal story with a distillation of more than 25 years of science and research, Unbroken Brain provides a paradigm-shifting approach to thinking about addiction.

Reviews

"Maia Szalavitz is one of the bravest, smartest writers about addiction anywhere. Everything she writes should be read carefully - I guarantee you'll have a lot to think about, and you'll know far more than at the start." 

– Johann Hari, New York Times bestselling author of Chasing the Scream
“Maia Szalavitz is one of our most incisive thinkers about neuroscience in general and addiction in particular and her writing is astonishingly clear and compelling. In the timely, important, and insightful Unbroken Brain, Szalavitz seamlessly interweaves her moving personal story with her investigation into what addiction is (and isn’t) and how we can most effectively prevent and treat it.” --David Sheff, New York Times bestselling author of Clean and Beautiful Boy
"Through the lens of her own gripping story of addiction – supported with empirical evidence – Szalavitz persuasively shows that addiction is a disorder of learning, not one characterized by progressive brain dysfunction." --Carl Hart, Ph.D., author of the Pen/Faulkner award-winning High Price: A Neuroscientist's Journey of Self-Discovery That Challenges Everything You Know About Drugs and Society
"Of the countless writers out there who's focus is addiction, no one can begin to touch the brilliance of Maia Szalavitz. She is by far my favorite addiction writer, perhaps one of my favorite writers ever. Her passion and exceptional writing talent combined with her exhaustive research, create a book that will inspire, educate, enrage, and entertain. I can only promise one thing: if you read this book, you will never be the same again." 

--Kristen Johnston, actress, author of the New York Times bestselling memoir Guts, addiction advocate, founder of SLAM, NYC

“As more professionals realize that addiction isn't really a disease, our challenge is to determine exactly what it is. Szalavitz catalogs the latest scientific knowledge of the biological, environmental and social causes of addiction and explains precisely how they interact over development. The theory is articulate and tight, yet made accessible and compelling through the author's harrowing autobiography. Unbroken Brain provides the most comprehensive and readable explanation of addiction I've yet to see.” --Marc Lewis, author of The Biology of Desire

"... a new way of looking at drug addiction that offers a fresh approach to managing it. [Szalavitz] writes frankly about her background .... In a heartfelt manner, she exposes her own fears and pain ... A dense blending of self-exposure, surprising statistics, and solid science reporting that presents addiction as a misunderstood coping mechanism, a problem whose true nature is not yet recognized by policymakers or the public." –Kirkus

"Journalist Szalavitz offers a multifaceted, ground-up renovation of the concept of addiction--both its causes and its cures."-PW

"Journalist Szalavitz offers a multifaceted, ground-up renovation of the concept of addiction--both its causes and its cures."-PW

“Anyone who has battled addiction or seen it harm a loved one will gain insights from "Unbroken Brain," and if it influences policymakers, too, everyone will benefit.” –AP

“Ms. Szalavitz deftly threads her life story through the book to illustrate the dynamics that put people at risk of addiction” –WSJ
Maia Szalavitz is an acclaimed science journalist who has authored or coauthor several books, including the national bestseller, The Boy Who Was Raised as a Dog (Basic, 2007) with leading child psychiatrist Bruce Perry, as well as Born For Love:  Why Empathy Is Essential— and Endangered (Morrow, 2010), Lost  Boy: The True Story of One Man’s Exile From a Polygamist Cult and His Brave Journey to Reclaim his Life  with Brent Jeffs (Broadway, 2010) and her own Help at any Cost: How the Troubled Teen Industry Cons Parents and Hurts Kids (Riverhead, 2006). In addition to TIME.com, she has written for the New York Times (magazine and op-ed), the Washington Post, Newsday, Newsweek, New York Magazine, Redbook, McCall's, New Scientist, Salon, Brill's Content and Spin. 
Break Through the Noise: The Nine Rules to Capture Global Attention
By Tim Staples with Josh Young

(Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2019; rights have been sold in China, Taiwan, Korea and Russia; remaining translation rights with agent)
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Material available: Finished book
Sharing content online has become one of the most vital elements of any business strategy today. Whether you are an entrepreneur courting investors, a small business owner trying to build your customer base, the chief marketing officer for a Fortune 500 company, or even an activist trying to get your message out, if you don’t understand the principles of sharing online content, you are in trouble. The sharing of content on social media is the new, and often only, way for brands to create meaningful relationships with customers affordably. Yet it is becoming harder than ever to have your content shared in a meaningful way, because we live in an online world that is walled in by the three behemoths, Facebook, Google and Amazon, who control the flow of Internet content and direct this traffic so that it monetizes their platforms. If you don’t learn how to navigate the digital ecosystem that these three have created, your brand will slowly rot away and your message will not be heard.

Tim Staples’ company Shareability is one of the world’s leading social media companies. They are known for creating some of the biggest viral video successes of the past five years, combining content, data and technology to reshape how brands communicate and engage with their customers. Their videos have had over 2 billion organic views and 50 million shares, and have generated more than 100,000 articles. When you consider that the odds of making the YouTube front page with a video on any given day is 1-in-2,000,0000+, the fact that they have done it 25 times has led Mashable to call their batting average “jaw dropping.”  

Break Through the Noise will reveal the secrets behind why videos are shared, how these shared videos can launch a global business without spending a cent on traditional advertising, and what the new frontier of sharing will look like. Drawing on insights from behavioral psychology and social physics (MIT professor Alex Pentland collaborates with Shareability), and going inside the firm’s groundbreaking campaigns for Pepsi, Cricket Wireless, Hyatt, the Olympic Games, and Fresh Pet, among others, this is a book for anyone who seeks to understand how and why certain social media content is shared by millions of people, while other content back by millions of dollars is ignored, and how to create that content for their business and make sure it reaches an engaged audience. 

Break Through the Noise delves into the how the human need to tell stories and the selfish desire to build our own personal identities is changing the way brands can interact with customers. The book starts by looking at the underlying factors of the current landscape and then moves into what you need to know about the psychology behind why people share videos in the first place. It examines the seven emotions of sharing and shows how the spreading of these emotions when attached to a video results in what is called social diffusion, the process of tracking how a piece of content spreads from its starting point. Using the insights from social physics, it shows how we can hack the sharing code and cause content to diffuse on our terms, rather than on those set by the companies controlling the internet. 

            Break Through the Noise also tells the story of how a small company has built a marketing engine for the digital age that is changing the way all of us learn about products, altering our feelings about brands, and ultimately influencing what we buy. Some of the featured stories that bring to life the eight rules of sharing include: how Shareability launched ROC Headphones, a $100 million global brand, with a viral video of Cristiano Ronaldo in disguise, without spending a nickel a nickel in traditional advertising; how they used babies to create the most successful social video ever about the Olympic Games; how they turned Winston House, a place where young guys in Venice Beach let struggling musicians crash on their couch, into an eight-figure content and media brand that has attracted artists like Ed Sheeran, Justin Bieber and Weezer; how they propelled a small pet food company from obscurity to an IPO on the power of two viral videos, including the most shared Christmas ad of all time; how they created “Your Mom Would Love This,” a teenage girl-focused Facebook channel that has engagement rates 40 times higher than BuzzFeed and is a platform for the next new form of online content. 

            Break Through the Noise will be the definitive book on how to use social media properly to connect brands with their customers as well as any individual with her intended audience. The book will appeal to readers of the New York Times bestselling titles about the various permutations of how an understanding of all aspects of social media can help the reader, including Jab, Jab, Jab, Right Hook: How to Tell Your Story in a Noisy Social World by Gary Vaynerchuk; The Lean Startup: How Today’s Entrepreneurs Use Continuous Innovation to Create Radically Successful Businesses by Eric Ries; Creativity, Inc.: Overcoming the Unseen Forces That Stand in the Way of True Inspiration by Ed Catmull and Amy Wallace; The Art of Social Media: Power Tips for Power Users by Guy Kawaski and Peg Fitzpatrick; Growth Hacker Marketing: A Primer on the Future of PR, Marketing, and Advertising by Ryan Holiday. 

            Tim Staples is an entrepreneur at the forefront of digital marketing. In 2016, he was named one of “11 Innovators Who Are Disrupting Hollywood” by The Wrap.  He is the Co-Founder and CEO of Shareability, and also Co-Founder of ROC, a consumer electronics company in partnership with global soccer superstar Cristiano Ronaldo. Josh Young is the co-author of five New York Times bestsellers, including comedian Howie Mandel’s Here’s The Deal: Don’t Touch Me; Bob Newhart’s comedic memoir I Shouldn’t Even Be Doing This, Jay Mohr’s Gasping For Airtime: Two Years In The Trenches Of ‘Saturday Night Live’, Jim Belushi’s Real Men Don’t Apologize, and Dr. Sam Parnia’s Erasing Death. 

White House Warriors: How the National Security Council has Transformed the American Way of War 
By John Gans
(Liveright, 2019; translation and UK rights with agent)
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Material available: Finished book

            One of the nation’s, if not the world’s, most powerful organization, the National Security Council and its role remain opaque to the outside world. Its staff does not face congressional confirmation or appear on a ballot, but they often hold more sway than the Secretaries of State and Defense, the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and the intelligence community.  Indeed, no institution or individual have exerted more influence on the president’s decisions and on the nation’s wars than the NSC Staff over the last seventy years.  
            White House Warriors will tell the war stories of the National Security Council, showing how the NSC Staff has evolved since its creation in a single line of law in 1947 from a collection of administrative clerks to the president’s “personal band of warriors,” and explain how it has shaped Washington and the American way of war. A compelling historical narrative based on exhaustive research, trenchant analysis and interviews with many of the principals, including former national security advisors, secretaries of state, defense secretaries and NSC staffers, this book will introduce readers to the people and extraordinary power of the NSC Staff.  
             Author John Gans, Jr. was, until recently, Chief Speechwriter to Secretary of Defense Ash Carter. Before that, he finished his Ph.D. at Johns Hopkins, he was a research assistant to James Mann for his book The Obamians, and served as an advisor to then-Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton. Thus, he has had unique access to many of the principals featured in this book, a number of whom have already offered endorsements for the manuscript, including Ash Carter, James Mann, Eliot Cohen, the New York Times’ Max Fisher, Kurt M. Campbell and Josh Earnest, among other. 
            In this book, readers will see NSC Staff member Michael Forrestal push first President John F. Kennedy and then President Lyndon Johnson to make fateful—and in one case fatal—decisions that would deepen America’s role in the Vietnam War.  Readers will be riveted as Nixon NSC Staffers Al Haig, Morton Halperin, and Anthony Lake fight for influence under National Security Advisor Henry Kissinger as he sought to build the leverage he and President Nixon needed to end the Vietnam War. We’ll watch how Richard Haass developed—and then fought—for the ultimatum that President George H. W. Bush issued to Iraq’s Saddam Hussein before the Gulf War. Readers will be surprised to see it was NSC Staffers Meghan O’Sullivan, Brett McGurk, Peter Feaver, and Bill Luti who did so much to produce the policy that became known as the “Surge.”  And readers will see, for the first time, the much-maligned Obama NSC Staff in action, as Doug Lute, Ben Rhodes, Denis McDonough and Mark Lippert sought to shape President Obama’s own surge in Afghanistan.
            White House Warriors will also shed new light on these wars and presidents..  Readers—and reporters—will find quotes and documents that prove Nixon considered using nuclear weapons in Vietnam.  They will see Reagan pushing a more forceful American posture for the U.S. Marines in Beirut in 1983, but then absent from the key meetings where that plan was opposed by his Defense Secretary and Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; and then, using proposals written before the American barracks was bombed to respond to the attack that killed 241 U.S. Marines.  They will read for the first time the terse words the Joint Chief of Staff used to more forcefully and personally oppose the NSC Staff’s plan to present an ultimatum to Saddam Hussein before the Gulf War and demonstrate why some in the White House and the Defense Department called them, as Dick Cheney explained in an interview, the “reluctant generals.” And they will see for the first time how much more central and prominent a role the NSC Staffs of Presidents George W. Bush and Barack Obama played in the respective “surges” in Iraq and Afghanistan.  
            Because the NSC Staff fights—and writes—in deeply classified documents, behind ciphered doors, and over secure video teleconferences, no one—until now—has produced the essential book that profiles these White House Warriors or explores and explains their unmatched power. White House Warriors will be the first book to provide a three-dimensional portrait of the NSC Staff’s people and power in action, as it leverages remarkable, wide-ranging interviews with the NSC Staff, their colleagues, and their competitors and nearly 10,000 original documents, many never before cited. 
            Given the radical nature of President Trump’s approach to foreign policy making, there is increased attention to the NSC and its role. These previously untold NSC Staff war stories will introduce America to some of its finest public servants—dogged in their pursuit of the ideas, both good and bad, which they believe will further the nation’s interests—and to the victims of their fights in Washington and around the world.  These stories will help readers better understand the NSC Staff, Washington, and how America wages war.  White House Warriors will speak to readers of bestselling books such as James Mann’s The Rise of the Vulcans and The Obamians, Eliot Cohen’s Supreme Command, David Rothkopf’s Running the World, and David Sanger’s Confront and Conceal. 
            Until recently Dr. John A. Gans, Jr. was the Chief Speechwriter to the Secretary of Defense.  He is currently a professorial lecturer at Johns Hopkins SAIS and an instructor at the Hopkins Krieger School of Arts and Sciences Advanced Academic Program where he teaches courses on American national security and the politics and process of American foreign policy. In addition to leading the writing team for Defense Secretary Carter, Gans has also served as senior speechwriter for Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel and Secretary of the Treasury Jack Lew.  Over the course of his career, he has also worked with Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives Nancy Pelosi and U.S. Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton. Gans is also a reserve Navy Public Affairs Officer (PAO). In addition to his professional and dissertation writing, Gans has published widely, with articles, reviews and opinion pieces for The Atlantic, The International Herald Tribune, The Times of London Literary Supplement, Survival, The Boston Globe, Foreign Policy, The American Interest, and The Baltimore Sun. 
Collusion: How Central Bankers Rigged the World
By Nomi Prins

(Nation Books, 2018; Rights have been sold in China and Japan; remaining translation rights with agent)
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Material available: Finished book
Collusion probes a disturbing, new phenomenon – the pronounced shift in the method of Central Bank creation of money and its accelerated use as a weapon to formulate global policy. It reveals how elite Central Banks, through the unprecedented and voluminous crafting of epic amounts and permutations of artificial money combined with active engagement in international economic policies, have become the rising global power brokers. They will shape the future of the international order. 

Collusion exposes the relationships between the individuals running these massive pools of fabricated capital, the titans of private finance and global political leaders. The book examines the lasting and future economic repercussions of synthetic financial systems and impact on people worldwide.

Central Banks have become the financial system itself and yet, no one can control or regulate what they do. The Bank of International Settlements (BIS) or bank to the Central Banks even recently noted, “Global financial markets remain dependent on Central Banks.” Dependent is a strong word. The concept of free markets has been turned on its head by erstwhile supporters of the idea. That’s a remarkable development. 

As a result of their new supremacy, elite Central Banks can enact financial warfare alongside governments to extract assets and austerity from smaller countries as private banking deals have done, while holding a book of $7 trillion, and counting, worth of debt.  

This new phase of “crafted“ or “artisanal” money is setting us up for a long-term transformation of the global economy and years of instability. Buying bonds from favored banks or nations (or QE-infinity) isn’t a solution to assuage the perpetual hunger for liquidity that masks the true, insolvent state of the big banks. It’s a deflection from responsibility to find lasting remedies to economic risk – and a form of financial subterfuge acting as a temporary salve that is causing extra problems. These range from asset bubbles in stock, bond, and corporate loan markets, to the inability of pension and life insurance funds to source long term assets that pay enough interest to meet liabilities.  That poses significant risk to the world’s seniors.

Collusion traces the traditional role of major Central Bank entities through their original role of holding bank reserves for rainy days, setting interest rates and allocating funds in order to restructure the world after panics and wars in tangible ways to their current position of securing the entire financial system. It explores how unrestricted money and liquidity creation will have major implications in terms of the future availability of cash, credit and economic democracy for the majority of the planet.  

Collusion dissects the past decade of financial instability (assuming a 2017 pub. date) from the perspective of the unprecedented Central Bank interventions by the Federal Reserve and the European Central Bank (EBC) and how they undermined “lesser” locales, nations and individuals from Greece to Puerto Rico to Brazil to Russia.  

Nomi Prins is a journalist and Senior Fellow at Demos. She is the author of All the Presidents’ Bankers: The Hidden Alliances that Drive American Power (Nation Books, 2014); It Takes a Pillage: Behind the Bonuses, Bailouts and Backroom Deals from Washington to Wall Street (Wiley, 2009) and Other People’s Money: The Corporate Mugging of America (The New Press,  2004), a devastating exposé into corporate corruption, political collusion and Wall Street deception. Other People's Money was chosen as a Best Book of 2004 by The Economist, Barron's and The Library Journal. She is currently writing  Before becoming a journalist, Nomi worked on Wall Street as a managing director at Goldman Sachs, and running the international analytics group at Bear Stearns in London. She has appeared on numerous TV; internationally on BBC World, BBC and Russian TV, and nationally on CNN, CNBC, MSNBC, ABC, CSPAN, Democracy Now, Fox and PBS. She has been featured on hundreds of radio shows globally including for CNNRadio, Marketplace, Air America, NPR, regional Pacifica stations, New Zealand, BBC, and Canadian Programming. Her writing has appeared in The New York Times, Fortune, Newsday, Mother Jones, The Daily Beast, Newsweek, Slate.com, The Guardian UK, The Nation, The American Prospect, Alternet, LaVanguardia, and other publications.

Shift Ahead: How the Best Companies Stay Relevant in a Fast-Changing World
By Allen Adamson and Joel Steckel
(Amacom, 2017; Rights have been sold in China; remaining translation rights with agent) 

[image: image25.jpg]



Material available: Finished book  


When National Geographic was slammed with online competition and declining subscriptions, the magazine resisted adapting. In the end, it was taken over by Fox. Forbes Media, in contrast, swiftly reinvented its business model to focus on online platforms and new content creation strategies.

As the world began going paperless, Xerox made a last-minute effort to rebrand as a “solutions company.” It stumbled and was soon split into two enterprises. IBM, on the other hand, built on its legacy of change to successfully move from computer vendor into enterprise consulting. 

In example after example, shifting markets, customers, competitors, and technology have left organizations struggling to stay relevant. While some become paralyzed, others make bold steps forward. Some bungle their change efforts, but others emerge stronger. What puts them on such different paths? 

The authors of Shift Ahead interviewed more than 100 executives and experts who lived through change or analyzed the phenomenon, such as MTV and Nickelodeon creator Bob Pittman, Delta Airlines CEO Ed Bastian, New York Times columnist Thomas Friedman, former Ogilvy & Mather chairman Shelly Lazarus, and Conservation International founder Peter Seligmann. They distill those experiences into a set of lessons applicable to any organization, from small startups to nonprofits to multinational corporations, including how to: 
• Read the signs that it’s time to shift business strategy 
• Overcome financial, cultural, and psychological barriers to change 
• Get ready for change by financing the effort, adopting the right attitude, and communicating effectively 
• Discover what customers really want 
• Turn threats into new ways to extend a brand’s promise 
• Lead an organization through a period of rapid change 
• Stay aligned to your “True North” 
• And more 

Change is difficult. But when new technology can quickly dismantle traditional operations . . . when competitors can appear out of nowhere . . . when trends and tastes constantly fluctuate, organizations need to continually monitor developments and prepare to act. Packed with fascinating first-person accounts and detailed case studies, Shift Ahead explains how to recognize when it’s time to change direction and pull it off while bolstering the brand. 


“Relevance is about managing the tension between staying attuned to what your customers want, but also staying in tune with who you are as a company and where the world is going. Shift Ahead is an invaluable collection of ideas, tools, and case studies that will help you manage that tension and adapt to the emerging economy with both intelligence and speed.” — Beth Comstock, Vice Chair, GE
“In this brilliant new book, Adamson and Steckel absolutely nail the key issues in moving organizations forward in the right directions and at the right pace. Based on thorough research and a fascinating set of interviews with business leaders from all walks of life, Shift Ahead is a highly entertaining and hugely informative playbook for the savvy top business executive.”— Kevin Keller, Professor of Marketing at the Tuck School of Business, Dartmouth College 
“In today’s rapidly changing multi-platform and digitally focused environment, it is more difficult than ever for brands to become—and remain—relevant to their consumers. Shift Ahead provides important perspective, offering valuable insight on brands that have successfully made this transition.”— Robert Pittman, Chairman and CEO, IHeartMedia, Inc.
Allen Adamson is a branding expert, a Forbes.com columnist, and the author of three books, including BrandSimple and BrandDigital. Joel Steckel is professor of marketing and vice dean of doctoral education at NYU Stern School of Business. Joel is an accomplished Little League coach as well as an author of three books and approximately 50 peer-reviewed articles.
Hannibal’s Oath: The Live and Wars of Rome’s Greatest Enemy
By John Prevas

(Da Capo, 2017; Rights have been sold in Russia, Spain and Holland; remaining translation rights with agent)
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Books written about Hannibal focus primarily on two things: his crossing of the Alps and his famous battlefield victories against the Romans in Italy. Authors do this because they believe this period to have been his finest hour- he was on a winning streak and everybody loves a winner.  What has been left unwritten or at best only briefly covered is his life after his defeat by the Romans at Zama in North Africa. Even this author in his first book Hannibal Crosses the Alps focused on the epic crossing and the events leading up to it. 


After Hannibal came down from the Alps he spent nearly fifteen years fighting the Romans in Italy but what most readers outside of a few scholarly specialists on the Punic Wars do not know is that the Carthaginian commander spent the next twenty years following the end of the war organizing resistance against the Romans keeping one step ahead of them as they expanded their empire into the eastern part of the Mediterranean world. It is a fascinating story because it focuses more on Hannibal, the man, than on his great battlefield victories and tells us more about his character as a statesmen, resistance leader, husband and father than it does about the great military commander. 


The book is intended as a companion volume or sequel to the author’s first work Hannibal Crosses the Alps and will follow the same general format. Research will be done in primary sources, the ancient manuscripts, and then the author intends to actually follow in Hannibal’s footsteps through North Africa, to the island of Crete, the coast of Lebanon and finally end the journey among the ruins of a remote coastal town in Turkey where Hannibal died.  This is a successful formula which the author has utilized in his prior books, tracing the route of Hannibal over the Alps, Alexander through the east and Xenophon through the Persian Empire. 


In this book Hannibal is no longer the supreme battlefield commander who answers to no one but himself. Following his defeat at Zama he becomes a statesmen and champion of the poor and middle class in their struggle against the plutocrats who have been ruling Carthage for decades. Putting aside personal gain Hannibal endeavors to do what is best for his city to recover after the Second Punic War. 

 
In taking control of Carthage Hannibal comes into conflict with the established power- the aristocracy who blame him for the loss of the war just as they blamed his father for the loss of the First Punic War. The conflict becomes intensely personal as Hannibal focuses on the redistribution of power which traditionally rested with the aristocracy. The aristocracy sees him as a threat as he begins to channel power to the people through their popular assemblies. 


The same charisma and talent which earned him the respect and devotion of his mercenary soldiers draws the people of Carthage to him. The more popular and powerful Hannibal becomes as a leadership figure in the city the more the aristocratic class comes to hate him. Hannibal proposes that the aristocracy, who over the years profited at public expense and exploited the public treasury, be the ones who will pay the heavy indemnity due to Rome. Carthage recovers economically under Hannibal and the aristocrats plot to destroy him by playing on Roman fears of his resurgence. 

 
The second part of the book will deal with Hannibal on the run. The Romans send a "fact finding" commission of senators to Carthage to investigate allegations that he has been "plotting with enemies of Rome." Hannibal can see the direction this wind is blowing and anticipating trouble he leaves for the east ahead of the Roman arrival. Landing in Syria he finds refuge for several years in the court of King Antiochus III one of the descendants of the Antiochus who was one of Alexander the Great's generals. Antiochus styles himself as the new Alexander and is bent on building an empire that will encompass the entire Mediterranean. Hannibal serves as a political and military advisor to the king and in the years that follow events play out within the context of the Roman takeover of Greece, their expansion into the Middle East and their relentless pursuit of Hannibal.  Hannibal is there at every juncture to confront Rome up until the day of his death.  


This book will also explore the dark side of Hannibal’s personality, a subject avoided by prior authors who tend to glorify him as a great historical personage. The theme which flows through this book is Lord Acton’s dictum, “the greatest men in history are invariably the most evil.” Was Hannibal evil and is that what it takes to become great? The manuscripts tell us that Hannibal was obsessed with money, the accumulation of wealth and there are numerous examples of this, none of which is flattering to his historical image.  Hannibal could also be very cruel toward his adversaries and his soldiers. At the same time he could be merciful and compassionate. He had a Roman soldier fight an elephant and when the soldier won rewarded him for his valiant effort. Then Hannibal had him executed so that word would not spread that Hannibal’s war elephants were vulnerable.  


Following his defeat at Zama in 202 B.C. the Romans spared Hannibal and allowed him to become the new leader of Carthage. He took on the task of rebuilding the city’s economic base and reorganizing its political structure. For the Romans their clemency was all about money. The two Punic Wars had been costly; not only in human life but in the devastation they brought to the Italian economy. Vast stretches of Italian farmland had been laid waste and because of the high numbers of wartime casualties there was a shortage of labor to till what little land remained fertile. Villages, towns and cities had been destroyed by Hannibal’s invading army and the battles that had been fought near them and had to be rebuilt. Rome depended on reparations extracted from Carthage to help begin the rebuilding of Italy and looked to Hannibal to reorganize the city’s finances and political base toward that end. 


John Prevas is a New York Times Bestselling author, adventurer, and a teacher of classics, whose books include Hannibal Crosses the Alps: The Enigma Re-Examined  (Da Capo, 2009) Xenophon's March: Into the Lair of the Persian Lion (Da Capo, 2002), and Envy of the Gods: Alexander the Great’s Ill-Fated Journey Across Asia (Da Capo, 2004). He has taught Latin, Greek, Government, Law and History at St. Mary’s College of Maryland and Towson University, and from 2001 until 2011 he was scholar in residence and assistant professor of classics at Eckerd College in St. Petersburg, Florida. His books include Hannibal Crosses the Alps, Xenophon’s March, Envy of the Gods and the New York Times bestselling Power Ambition Glory: The Stunning Parallels between Great Leaders of the Ancient World and Today . . . and the Lessons You Can Learn, co-authored with Steve Forbes (Crown Business, 2009).
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Enlightening Symbols: A Short History of Mathematical Notation and Its Hidden Powers 

By Joseph Mazur, Ph.D. 

(Princeton University Press, 2014; Rights have been sold in Japan, Italy, Korea, Turkey, China and the Czech Republic; remaining translation rights with agent)
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While all of us regularly use basic math symbols such as those for plus, minus, and equals, few of us know that many of these symbols weren't available before the sixteenth century. What did mathematicians rely on for their work before then? And how did mathematical notations evolve into what we know today? In Enlightening Symbols, popular math writer Joseph Mazur explains the fascinating history behind the development of our mathematical notation system. He shows how symbols were used initially, how one symbol replaced another over time, and how written math was conveyed before and after symbols became widely adopted.

Traversing mathematical history and the foundations of numerals in different cultures, Mazur looks at how historians have disagreed over the origins of the numerical system for the past two centuries. He follows the transfigurations of algebra from a rhetorical style to a symbolic one, demonstrating that most algebra before the sixteenth century was written in prose or in verse employing the written names of numerals. Mazur also investigates the subconscious and psychological effects that mathematical symbols have had on mathematical thought, moods, meaning, communication, and comprehension. He considers how these symbols influence us (through similarity, association, identity, resemblance, and repeated imagery), how they lead to new ideas by subconscious associations, how they make connections between experience and the unknown, and how they contribute to the communication of basic mathematics.

From words to abbreviations to symbols, this book shows how math evolved to the familiar forms we use today.

"Mazur (Euclid in the Rainforest) gives readers the fascinating history behind the mathematical symbols we use, and completely take for granted, every day. Mathematical notation turns numbers into sentences--or, to the uninitiated, a mysterious and impenetrable code. Mazur says the story of math symbols begins some 3,700 years ago, in ancient Babylon, where merchants incised tallies of goods on cuneiform tablets, along with the first place holder--a blank space. Many early cultures used letters for both numbers and an alphabet, but convenient objects like rods, fingers, and abacus beads, also proved popular. Mazur shows how our 'modern' system began in India, picking up the numeral 'zero' on its way to Europe, where it came into common use in the 16th century, thanks to travelers and merchants as well as mathematicians like Fibonacci. Signs for addition, subtraction, roots, and equivalence followed, but only became standardized through the influence of scientists and mathematicians like René Descartes and Gottfried Leibniz. Mazur's lively and accessible writing makes what could otherwise be a dry, arcane history as entertaining as it is informative."--
Publishers Weekly
"This book provides an insightful synthesis of the historical and mental revolutions that created humanity's most useful symbols--mathematical expressions."--Stanislas Dehaene, author of Reading in the Brain 
"Mathematical symbols are much more than squiggles on paper--they serve as potent sources of insight into a wonderfully complex language. In this book, Joseph Mazur takes us on a fascinating journey into the origins of these symbols. You cannot ask for a better guide."--Mario Livio, astrophysicist and author of Brilliant Blunders 
"Joseph Mazur teaches us that the history of mathematical notation is the history of human civilization."--Kenneth A. Ribet, University of California, Berkeley
"In this thoughtful, entertaining, and carefully researched book, Mazur lays out the development of the mathematical notations and symbols that we take for granted. He offers a fascinating look at the history of the conventions of writing mathematical ideas, and shows how important our choice of conventions has been for the growth of mathematical knowledge."--Emily R. Grosholz, author of Representation and Productive Ambiguity in Mathematics and the Sciences 
"Worldwide, mathematicians speak a common symbolic language. Mazur traces how symbols developed and gradually took hold, uniting arithmetic, algebra, and geometry to give us metaphors as powerful as those of poems. A fascinating history!"--Philip Holmes, coauthor of Celestial Encounters 
"A curiosity cabinet of mathematical gems, curated by Joseph Mazur's cosmopolitan good taste."--Siobhan Roberts, author of Wind Wizard 
"Enlightening Symbols explains the origins of symbols used in mathematics. But this fun book is so much more than this. Filled with interesting stories, captivating material, and delightful observations, it offers readers a better understanding of the nature of mathematics and a wonderful overview of mathematical history."--Dominic Klyve, Central Washington University
Emeritus Professor of Mathematics at Marlboro College, Joseph Mazur is the author of three cross-disciplinary nonfiction books connecting mathematics to history, psychology and literature, including Euclid in the Rainforest: Discovering Universal Truth in Logic and Math (Pi Press, 2005), which was a finalist for the PEN/America 
The Enlightened Gene; Biology, Buddhism, and the Convergence that Explains the World
By Dr. Arri Eisen and Geshe Yungdrung Konchok. 

Preface by the Dalai Lama

(UPNE, 2017; rights have been sold in Korea; remaining translation rights with agent) 
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Eight years ago, in an unprecedented endeavor, The Dalai Lama invited Emory University to integrate modern science into the education of the thousands of Tibetan Buddhist monks and nuns in exile in India.  This project, the Emory Tibet Science Initiative, became the first major change in the monastic curriculum in six centuries.  Eight years in, the results are transformative. The singular backdrop of teaching science to Tibetan Buddhist monks and nuns offered provocative insights into how science and religion can work together to enrich each other, as well as to shed light on life and what it means to be a thinking, biological human.  

In The Enlightened Gene, Emory University Professor Dr. Arri Eisen, together with monk Geshe Yungdrung Konchok will explore the striking ways in which the integration of Buddhism with cutting-edge discoveries in the biological sciences can change our understanding of life and how we live it.  What the book discovers along the way will fundamentally change the way you think. 

Are humans inherently good? Where does compassion come from? Is death essential for life? Is experience inherited? These questions have occupied philosophers, religious thinkers and scientists from the beginning of civilization, but in today’s political discourse, much of the dialogue surrounding them and larger issues -- such as climate change, abortion, genetically modified organisms, and evolution, are often framed in a sciences versus spirituality and religion context. This book will show that this doesn’t have to be the case. 
The Enlightened Gene will use the prism of this cross-cultural experiment integrating biology and Buddhism to shine a light on the fundamental questions of what it means to be human. For example, it will demonstrate how a Buddhist perspective on bacteria helps us understand how they are actually vital organisms, necessary for thinking, eating, and otherwise living life as we know it; illustrate the essential nature of death within life—the Buddhist worldview of cycling, self-sacrifice and altruism—at every step of biological development from sperm and egg to adult, from the molecular level to the very nature of our brains and how we learn: show how the startling physical and mental adaptations of Tibetans relates to the extraordinary new research on how genes and environment together shape who we are and what we become; uncork discoveries in epigenetics —the next level of the genes-environment conversation that has recently greatly stirred up biology and the social sciences— and mix it into the story of Tibetans’ and all humans’ remarkable resilience; show the amazing extent to which new ways of thinking about ecosystems resonate with the central Buddhist concepts of karma and interdependence, catalyzing new insights into conserving our planet; and provoke a discussion of the inherent nature of human goodness to link Buddhist thought and recent research exploring the effects of meditation on empathy and compassion.

The Enlightened Gene arrives at a key moment, a nexus in time joining Americans’ longtime fascination with ‘the wisdom of the East’ and very recent quantum leaps in biological knowledge.  Strikingly, many of these new biological discoveries can actually be read as moving science closer to spiritual concepts, rather than further away. In fact, a recurring theme of the book is that science often ‘discovers’ significant truths that Buddhism and other religions have long known (but from a different angle and without the measurables of science).   

The Enlightened Gene will realign our thinking about the biological knowledge we thought we already understood, tackling life’s big questions on multiple levels -- from molecular to genetic, psychological to ecological -- with surprising and often profound answers. It will stand out as a singular account exploring the unrealized connections between Buddhism and cutting-edge biology, showing how this convergence offers a new way of looking at ourselves and the world.


There is a huge readership for books that explore the intersection of Eastern thought with modern science, as well as for books centered around Buddhism.  The Enlightened Gene will speak to readers of classics such as The Tao of Physics by Fritjof Capra and Gary Zukav’s The Dancing Wu Li Masters, as well as recent bestsellers such as Sharon Begley’s Train Your Mind: Change Your Brain, the Dalai Lama’s The Universe in a Single Atom, Deepak Chopra and Leonard Mlodinow’s War of the Worldviews: Where Science and Spirituality Meet – and Do Not and Sam Harris’ Waking Up, not to mention the bestselling works of established Buddhist authors such as Thich Nhat Hanh, Jon Kabat-Zinn  and Jack Kornfield.  The book will also benefit greatly from the active participation of the Dalai Lama and his organization in the Emory Tibet Science Initiative.  

Dr. Arri Eisen is a Professor of Pedagogy in Biology, the Institute of the Liberal Arts, and the Center for Ethics at Emory University.  He has taught and done research at Emory University for more than 25 years, after obtaining a PhD in Biochemistry from the University of Washington in 1990. He founded and has directed for over a decade Emory’s Program in Science & Society, which develops innovative programs for the public and students in and out of the classroom in science and religion, science and ethics, and science and art.  Dr. Eisen has won numerous awards, including Emory’s top honor in teaching, the Emory Williams Award, and was for a year a Distinguished Visiting Professor at the United States Air Force Academy. As well as publishing in the peer-reviewed literature, Dr. Eisen writes in the popular media, including on CNN.com, ReligionDispatches.com, and in The Chronicle of Higher Education. 

Geshe Yungdrung Konchok was born in 1982 in a mountainous village between Tibet and Nepal, in a place still not connected to the rest of the world. Konchok runs the Tibetan Yungdrung Bon Library at his monastery—a huge facility dedicated by the Dalai Lama. He was in the initial group of monastics of the Emory Tibet Science Initiative in 2008 in Dharamsala and was selected as a Tenzin Gyatso scholar with five other monks from that cohort to study science at Emory for three years. Konchok attained his geshe degree at Menri in 2014, and he has been serving as a translator in the Emory Tibet Science Initiative since then.
The Philosophy of Childing: 
Re-Imagining Adulthood Through the Wisdom of Our Youngest
By Christopher Phillips, Ph.D. 

(Skyhorse, 2016; rights sold in Spain; remaining translation rights with agent)

Material available: Finished book  
Despite the fact that we live in an era of unprecedented child-obsession, the idea that children and childhood are sources of wisdom and insight is completely absent in the Western philosophical and cultural tradition. From Plato to Montaigne to Piaget, children have been seen as uncontrollable, devoid of reason, pure id, and incapable of contributing anything of substance besides the need to be parented. But what if instead of looking as human development as a necessary arc from the deficiency of childhood to the full maturation and self-realization of adulthood, we reversed the order? That it is indeed childhood, and “childness”, which offers an ideal model for human development and achievement, and that we ignore their lessons at our peril?

Weaving together philosophy, social science and neuroscience research, personal anecdotes and dialogues, The Philosophy of Childing presents a compelling and transformative philosophical treatise for human fulfillment that makes the provocative case that we should look to children and youth as a lodestar for development in all aspects of our lives. Incorporating the thinking of a band of philosophers from across the ages, along with contemporary neuroscientists and psychologists, Phillips argues that with the passage of time we are apt to shrink mentally, emotionally, cognitively: if we’re not vigilant, our sense of who we are can become fuzzier over time, diminishing our prospects for further development. If we persist in denaturing our original childlike nature – which they claim is one that brims at the outset with the blooming capacity for curiosity, empathy, reason, wonder, and a will to experiment and understand – we’ll regress in key areas of our development, and everyone in our orbit will pay a steep price.

The Philosophy of Childing will feature the ideas of philosophers and researchers who are resisting the dominant Western paradigm regarding childhood and radically reassessing long-dominant notions of what human flourishing can be about; they do so in ways that present an intriguing set of new possibilities. Their iconoclastic if not heretical perspectives presage many of the groundbreaking findings today by researchers in cognitive science, psychology and neuroscience, among other human sciences disciplines, who are confirming empirically some of their more disconcerting and exhilarating insights.

Far from settling matters, this opens up new lines of inquiry for how we can best ‘child’ one another.  The philosophy of childing elaborated here will challenge the mindset that childhood is merely a state of becoming, while adulthood is one of being, as if we’ve ‘arrived’ and reached the summit. The book will show how studies reveal that our youngest are hard-wired to be helpful and empathetic and thus can play an integral role in caring; call into question long-prevalent notions of the maternal instinct; upend the widespread view that adolescence is our most problematic stage, when, as a time of unrivaled brain plasticity, it should be deemed the most opportunistic; take issue with the pat assumption that adults are the ones who express their faculties in the most mature and developed manner-- rather, children and youth tend to think and feel and reason in far different ways than adults, making it incumbent upon adults to understand how best to exploit this capacity of theirs, since this is the critical stage for endowing us with the capacity for conscious, explicit, practical reasoning and can provide vital clues for how to sustain this capacity as we grow older.

A lively work of wide-ranging erudition and philosophical reflection, The Philosophy of Childing will speak to the readership of books like Martin Seligman’s Flourish, Alison Gopnik’s The Philosophical Baby, and Dee Joy Coulter’s Original Mind. It is comparable to philosopher Daniel Klein’s bestselling Travels with Epicurus: A Journey to a Greek Island in Search of a Fulfilled Life and is kindred to the more popular works by Alain de Botton, Anthony Grayling, and Thomas Moore, as well as Susan Blakewell’s How to Live. It should enjoy particularly broad appeal to parents and all other adults open to the notion that children and youth play a vital role in their own continued development, and that of society.

Christopher Phillips, Ph.D., is a Network Fellow at Harvard University's Edmond J. Safra Center for Ethics, recipient of the Distinguished American Leadership Award, and a Senior Education Fellow at the National Constitution Center. He is the author of the critically acclaimed national bestseller Socrates Café: A Fresh Taste of Philosophy (Norton, 2002), Six Questions of Socrates: A Modern-Day Journey of Discovery Through World Philosophy (Norton, 2005), Socrates in Love: Philosophy for a Passionate Heart (Norton, 2007) and Constitution Café: Jefferson’s Brew for a True Religion (Norton, 2012). A foremost specialist in the Socratic Method, Dr. Phillips – who has been featured on several occasions on National Public Radio, as well in TIME, the New York Times, USA Today, the Los Angeles, has helped create more than 500 ongoing discussion groups for philosophical speculation around the world. He is a sought-after educational consultant.

 Epic Survival: Extreme Adventure, Stone Age Wisdom and Lessons in Living From a Modern Hunter-Gatherer 
By Matt Graham and Josh Young

(Gallery/S&S, 2015; Rights have been sold in Germany, Japan and Russia; remaining translation rights with agent)
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Finished book available
            Matt Graham is one of the world’s premiere survival adventurers and primitive living skills teachers. He lives life as a hunter-gatherer, eschewing modern conveniences and amenities, hunting for his food, and roaming the land to understand it better. His passion for revealing the challenges of living in the wild have been featured in documentaries and on television, and he currently stars in two Discovery Channel shows: as one of the two stars on hit reality series Dual Survivor, now filming its fourth season, and as one of the stars of the series Dude You’re Screwed, which will soon begin filming its second season.

            In Epic Survival, written with Josh Young, co-author of five New York Times best sellers, Matt takes us inside life as a hunter-gatherer, and details the physical, mental and emotional joys and struggles of this kind of existence. In this riveting account, which brings together adventure, modern medicine and spiritual quest, he shows us what the human body is capable of enduring when pushed to its limits.

            Epic Survival will relay the captivating stories from Matt’s extraordinary life pursuing experiences that lead him closer to the earth in its rawest form. He will describe his time learning the secrets of running from the Tarahumara Indians (the tribe profiled in Born to Run) that led to him running the 1,600 mile Pacific Crest Trial in just 58 days and enduring temperature swings of 100 degrees. He will take us with him as he treks into the wilderness to live alone for a half a year, armed with nothing but a loin cloth, a pair of sandals, a stone knife and chia seeds. He’ll recount near-death experiences as he hikes alone through the snow drifts at the bottom of the Grand Canyon, and he’ll show us a new way to understand fear. He will also relate his discussions with medical professionals on how the body and mind can be conditioned to produce the energy needed to live in seemingly unlivable circumstances.

The book will explain the lessons that come from truly living off the land, from life-altering diets and extrasensory vision to the power of silence. Ultimately, Epic Survival will show us how the wisdom of the hunter-gather lifestyle can be applied to our own lives, whether we reside in New York City or in the outback.

            Epic Survival is a sui generis book about the wilderness and our connection to it. The book takes up where Christopher McDougal’s Born to Run left off. It has the adrenaline of Mud, Sweat and Tears by Bear Grylls; the spirit of Cody Lundin’s books When All Hell Breaks Loose and 98.6 Degrees; the physical challenges endured in Swimming to Antarctica by Lynne Cox, and the practical advice of Will to Live: Dispatches from the Edge of Survival by Les Stroud.  

            The one-two punch of Dual Survivor and Dude You’re Screwed, combined with the publicity Matt receives from the shows, provides an ideal marketing platform for Epic Survival. Dual Survivor is one of the highest-rated shows on the Discovery Channel. Dude You’re Screwed premiered in December 2013 and was recently picked up for a second season, which will begin airing in the first quarter of 2015. Matt has recently been featured in the New York Times, Los Angeles Times, and Trekking magazine, and he currently consults for the BBC’s survival and wilderness shows. Because Matt is well known as one of the premiere survival adventurers and primitive living skills teachers, Epic Survival is positioned to capitalize on Matt’s fan base and to ride the wave of growing public interest in this world. Additionally, Matt’s charismatic onscreen persona makes him easily bookable on the morning and talk show circuit.   

            JOSH YOUNG is a best-selling author whose works spans entertainment, business, politics, science and natural history. He has co-authored five New York Times best sellers and two additional national best sellers, including comedian Howie Mandel’s Here’s the Deal: Don’t Touch Me (Bantam, 2009); Dr. Sam Parnia’s Erasing Death: The Science that is Rewriting the Boundaries Between Life and Death (HarperOne, 2013); Bob Newhart’s memoir I Shouldn’t Even Being Doing This (Hyperion, 2007); Jay Mohr’s Gasping for Airtime: Two Years in the Trenches of ‘Saturday Night Life’ (Hyperion , 2005); Jim Belushi’s Real Men Don’t Apologize (Hyperion, 2007); David Attenbough’s First Life: A Journey Back in Time (Collins, 2010);  Colin Tudge’s The Link: Uncovering Our Oldest Ancestor (Little Brown, 2009); and movie mogul Mike Medavoy’s You’re Only as Good as Your Next One (Atria, 2002).   

Gemma Halliday

High Heels Mystery Series

Hollywood Headline Mystery Series

By Gemma Halliday

Rights to High Heels have sold in Germany, Poland and India

Rights to Hollywood Headline have sold in Germany and Turkey

Material available: 8 complete novels in the High Heels series, 3 complete novels in the Hollywood Headline series 

Gemma Halliday is a powerhouse in the romantic suspense/mystery genre. She has sold, cumulatively, over 1.5 million copies of her three series:  High Heels Mystery series, Hollywood Headlines Mystery series, and the Jamie Bond series.  The novels have won a Golden Heart, two National Reader’s Choice Awards and three RITA nominations.   

Several titles of the High Heels Mystery series have hit the New York Times, USA Today and Kindle (#1) bestseller lists, cumulatively have sold over 1 million copies. The novels, which are in the romantic suspense/mystery genre, follow the adventures of fashion designer Maddie Springer, as her world of high fashion collides with the world of high crime.

Here is some praise for the High Heels series:
 
"A saucy combination of romance and suspense that is simply irresistible."

- Chicago Tribune
 

"Stylish... nonstop action...guaranteed to keep chick lit and mystery fans happy!"

- Publishers’ Weekly, starred review

 

"Maddie Springer is like a cross between Paris Hilton and Stephanie Plum, only better. The dialogue is snappy and the suspense beautifully interwoven with Ms. Halliday’s unique humor. This is one HIGH HEEL you’ll want to try on again and again "

- Romance Junkies
 

"It's rare to find a romantic mystery that's so funny, but this is certainly one of them. Maddie Springer (is) a ‘Versace’ Nancy Drew everyone can appreciate."

- Press & Sun Bulletin
 
Books in the High Heels Mystery series (as of 2014):
 

Spying in High Heels 
Killer in High Heels 
Undercover in High Heels 
Christmas in High Heels (holiday short story)
Alibi in High Heels
Mayhem in High Heels 
Honeymoon in High Heels (novella)
Sweetheart in High Heels (short story)
Fearless in High Heels 
Danger in High Heels 
Homicide in High Heels 
Deadly in High Heels (coming in Feb 2015)
 
 
Gemma is also the author of the Hollywood Headlines Mystery Series, which is a spinoff to the High Heels Mystery series. The three novels in the Hollywood Headlines series revolve around the adventures of three beautiful and sexy reporters for Hollywood’s most notorious tabloid. Bad Guys beware - if you commit a crime in their town, the Informer's girls won't let you get away with it. Each book in this series follows the adventures of a different reporter, from her unique point of view.
 
In total, over 150,000 copies of this series have been sold in ebook—including 3 individual novels, and 1 boxed set of all 3 books.

All the Presidents’ Bankers: The Hidden Alliances that Drive American Power By Nomi Prins 
(Nation Books, 2014; Rights have been sold in Japan and China; remaining translation rights with agent).
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Material available: Finished book
Who rules America?

All the Presidents’ Bankers is a groundbreaking narrative of how an elite group of men transformed the American economy and government, dictated foreign and domestic policy, and shaped world history.

Culled from original presidential archival documents, All the Presidents’ Bankers delivers an explosive account of the hundred-year interdependence between the White House and Wall Street that transcends a simple analysis of money driving politics—or greed driving bankers.

Prins ushers us into the intimate world of exclusive clubs, vacation spots, and Ivy League universities that binds presidents and financiers. She unravels the multi-generational blood, intermarriage, and protégé relationships that have confined national influence to a privileged cluster of people. These families and individuals recycle their power through elected office and private channels in Washington, DC.

All the Presidents’ Bankers sheds new light on pivotal historic events—such as why, after the Panic of 1907, America’s dominant bankers convened to fashion the Federal Reserve System; how J. P. Morgan’s ambitions motivated President Wilson during World War I; how Chase and National City Bank chairmen worked secretly with President Roosevelt to rescue capitalism during the Great Depression while J.P. Morgan Jr. invited Roosevelt’s son yachting; and how American financiers collaborated with President Truman to construct the World Bank and IMF after World War II.

Prins divulges how, through the Cold War and Vietnam era, presidents and bankers pushed America’s superpower status and expansion abroad, while promoting broadly democratic values and social welfare at home. But from the 1970s, Wall Street’s rush to secure Middle East oil profits altered the nature of political-financial alliances. Bankers’ profit motive trumped heritage and allegiance to public service, while presidents lost control over the economy—as was dramatically evident in the financial crisis of 2008.

This unprecedented history of American power illuminates how the same financiers retained their authoritative position through history, swaying presidents regardless of party affiliation. All the Presidents’ Bankers explores the alarming global repercussions of a system lacking barriers between public office and private power. Prins leaves us with an ominous choice: either we break the alliances of the power elite, or they will break us.
"Prins divides her justifiably long text into digestible one- to three-page segments and seamlessly incorporates dozens of prominent banker profiles. Her work is highly recommended both to general readers and to students of financial history."—Library Journal
“A revealing look at the often symbiotic, sometimes-adversarial relationship between the White House and Wall Street... [A] sweeping history of bank presidents and their relationships with the nation’s chief executives"—Kirkus Reviews
"The relationship between Washington and Wall Street isn't really a revolving door. Its a merry-go-round. And, as Prins shows, the merriest of all are the bankers and financiers that get rich off the relationship, using their public offices and access to build private wealth and power. Disturbing and important." —Robert B. Reich, Chancellor's Professor of Public Policy, University of California at Berkeley
"Nomi Prins follows the money. She used to work on Wall Street. And now she has written a seminal history of America’s bankers and their symbiotic relationship with all the presidents from Teddy Roosevelt through Barack Obama. It is an astonishing tale. All the Presidents’ Bankers relies on the presidential archives to reveal how power works in this American democracy. Prins writes in the tradition of C. Wright Mills, Richard Rovere and William Greider. Her book is a stunning contribution to the history of the American Establishment." —Kai Bird, Pulitzer Prize-winning biographer and author of The Good Spy: The Life and Death of Robert Ames 
“Nomi Prins takes us on a brisk, panoramic, and eye-opening tour of more than a century’s interplay between America’s government and its major banks – exposing the remarkable dominance of six major banks, and for most of the period, the same families, over U.S. financial policy.” —Charles R. Morris, author of The Trillion Dollar Meltdown
"Nomi Prins has written a big book you just wish was bigger: page after page of killer stories of bank robbers who've owned the banks—and owned the White House. Prins is a born story-teller. She turns the history of the moneyed class into a breathless, page-turning romance—the tawdry affairs of bankers and the presidents who love them. It's brilliant inside stuff on unforgettable, and unforgivable, scoundrels." —Greg Palast, Investigative reporter for BBC Television and author of Billionaires & Ballot Bandits
"In this riveting, definitive history, Nomi Prins reveals how US policy has been largely dominated by a circle of the same banking and political dynasties. For more than a century, Presidents often acquiesced or participated as bankers subverted democracy, neglected the public interest, and stole power from the American people." —Paul Craig Roberts, former Wall Street Journal editor and Assistant Secretary of the US Treasury

“Nomi Prins has done it again – this time with a must read, a gripping, historical story on the first corporate staters – the handful of powerful bankers and their decisive influence over the White House and the Treasury Department from the inside and from the outside to the detriment of the people. All the Presidents’ Bankers speaks to the raw truth today of what Louis D. Brandeis said a hundred years ago: ‘We must break the Money Trust or the Money Trust will break us.’” —Ralph Nader
"Money has been the common denominator in American politics for the last 115 years, as Nomi Prins admirably points out. All the Presidents' Bankers is an excellent survey of how money influences power and comes dangerously close to threatening democracy." —Charles Geisst, author of Wall Street: A History
"All the Presidents' Bankers is gracefully written, carefully researched, and accessible. It is a must read for anyone concerned with politics and economics — in other words, just about everybody." —Thomas Ferguson, Professor of Political Science at the University of Massachusetts, Boston and Senior Fellow at the Roosevelt Institute
Nomi Prins is a journalist and Senior Fellow at Demos. She is the author of It Takes A Pillage: Behind the Bonuses, Bailouts, and Backroom Deals from Washington to Wall Street (Wiley, September, 2009) and Other People’s Money: The Corporate Mugging of America (The New Press, October 2004), a devastating exposé into corporate corruption, political collusion and Wall Street deception. Other People's Money was chosen as a Best Book of 2004 by The Economist, Barron's and The Library Journal. She is currently writing  Before becoming a journalist, Nomi worked on Wall Street as a managing director at Goldman Sachs, and running the international analytics group at Bear Stearns in London. She has appeared on numerous TV; internationally on BBC World, BBC and Russian TV, and nationally on CNN, CNBC, MSNBC, ABC, CSPAN, Democracy Now, Fox and PBS. She has been featured on hundreds of radio shows globally including for CNNRadio, Marketplace, Air America, NPR, regional Pacifica stations, New Zealand, BBC, and Canadian Programming. Her writing has appeared in The New York Times, Fortune, Newsday, Mother Jones, The Daily Beast, Newsweek, Slate.com, The Guardian UK, The Nation, The American Prospect, Alternet, LaVanguardia, and other publications.
Nazis, Islamists and the Making of the Modern Middle East 

By Barry Rubin and Wolfgang Schwanitz 

(Yale University Press, 2014; Rights have been sold in Holland, Poland and the Czech Republic; remaining translation rights with agent)
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Material available: PDF of final book and finished copies

During the 1930s and 1940s, a unique and lasting political alliance was forged among Third Reich leaders, Arab nationalists, and Muslim religious authorities. From this relationship sprang a series of dramatic events that, despite their profound impact on the course of World War II, remained secret until now. In this groundbreaking book, esteemed Middle East scholars Barry Rubin and Wolfgang G. Schwanitz uncover for the first time the complete story of this dangerous alliance and explore its continuing impact on Arab politics in the twenty-first century.

 

Rubin and Schwanitz reveal, for example, the full scope of Palestinian leader Amin al-Husaini’s support of Hitler’s genocidal plans against European and Middle Eastern Jews. In addition, they expose the extent of Germany’s long-term promotion of Islamism and jihad. Drawing on unprecedented research in European, American, and Middle East archives, many recently opened and never before written about, the authors offer new insight on the intertwined development of Nazism and Islamism and its impact on the modern Middle East.

“This book is a model of original research and the ultimate scholarly study of German-Arab and German-Muslim cooperation during the first half of the twentieth century, covering both World Wars. It is a major contribution in the field, a magnum opus.”—Jacob M. Landau, Hebrew University of Jerusalem

“This book presents an abundance of previously un- or under examined material. It is most impressive and greatly advances our knowledge.”—Jeffrey Herf, University of Maryland

“In this hugely important book Barry Rubin and Wolfgang G. Schwanitz show that not only did Nazism enjoy widespread popularity in the contemporary Middle East, but its profound effects on pan-Arabist and Islamist thinking, as well as the evolution of Palestinian Arab nationalism, continue to reverberate throughout the region to date. A must read.”—Efraim Karsh, King’s College London

"Rubin and Schwanitz have done a major, double service - by tracing the historical links between Islamist jihadism and German policy from the Wilhelmine to the Nazi eras; and by highlighting the common (anti-democratic, anti-liberal and anti-Semitic) ideological basis of Nazism and Islamism during the Second World War. The center-piece of their study is the description of the mid-20th century alliance between the Nazis and militant Arab nationalists, which still affects current Middle Eastern politics and policies."—Benny Morris, author of One State, Two States
"Nazis, Islamists and the Making of the Modern Middle East  is a welcome addition to the short list of indispensable books on the Arab-Israeli conflict. We owe a great debt to Barry Rubin and to Wolfgang G. Schwanitz for revealing an urgent story the international community should have known but somehow missed -- a story that is a key to understanding how we got to this current moment in the Middle East.”—Yossi Klein Halevi, Shalom  Hartman Institute

Barry Rubin was Director of the Global Research in International Affairs (GLORIA) Center of the Interdisciplinary Center (IDC) in Herzliya, Israel. He was the author of numerous books, including The Truth About Syria (Palgrave Macmillan, 2007; translation rights with agent); The Long War for Freedom: The Arab Struggle for Democracy in the Middle East (Wiley, 2005; rights with publisher); Yasir Arafat: A Political Biography (Oxford University Press, 2003); Paved with Good Intentions: The American Experience and Iran (Oxford University Press, 1994); The Transformation of Palestinian Politics (Harvard University Press, 1999) and Assimilation and Its Discontents (Times Books, 1995).  Wolfgang G. Schwanitz is visiting professor at the Global Research in International Affairs Center of the Interdisciplinary Center, Israel, and an associate fellow at the Middle East Forum of Pennsylvania.
Wildcat Currency: The Virtual Transformation of the Economy 

By Edward Castronova 

(Yale University Press, 2014; Rights have been sold in Japan and China; remaining translation rights with agent).
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Material available: PDF of first pass pages

Private currencies have always existed, from notes printed by individual banks to the S&H Green Stamps that consumers once redeemed for household items. Today’s economy has seen an explosion of new forms of monetary exchange not created by the federal government. Credit card companies offer points that can be traded in for a variety of goods and services, from airline miles to online store credit. Online game creators have devised new mediums of electronic exchange that turn virtual money into real money. Meanwhile, real money is increasingly going digital, where it competes with private currencies like Bitcoin. The virtual and the real economic worlds are intermingling more than ever before, raising the possibility that this new money might eventually replace the government-run system of dollars, euros, and yen.

Edward Castronova is the leading researcher in this field, a founder of scholarly online game studies and an expert on the economies of virtual worlds. In this dynamic and essential work, he explores the current phenomenon of virtual currencies and what it will mean legally, politically, and economically in the future. In doing so, he provides a fascinating, often surprising discourse on the meaning of money itself—what it is, what we think it is, and how we relate to it on an emotional level.

Edward Castronova is a Full Professor of Telecommunications and Cognitive Science at Indiana University. Castronova has a PhD in Economics from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and was the first to calculate the economic value of virtual goods. He is a founder of scholarly online game studies and an expert on the societies of virtual worlds. He has written numerous articles and two books: Synthetic Worlds (University of Chicago Press, 2005) and Exodus to the Virtual World (Palgrave, 2007; rights have been sold in Japan and Russia; UK and remaining translation rights with agent). Professor Castronova teaches graduate and undergraduate courses on the design of games, the game industry, and the management of virtual societies. He was named Professor of the Year at the University of Rochester in 1999.  His research and game development has been funded by the MacArthur Foundation and The National Science Foundation. In 2008, he was named a Virtual Worlds Pioneer by the Virtual Worlds Management Association. Outside his academic work, Professor Castronova makes regular appearances in mainstream media (60 Minutes, the New York Times, NPR, the Economist) as well as cutting-edge forums (TED, PopTech). Castronova has given keynotes at major conferences (Austin Game Conference, Digital Games Research Association Conference, Interactive Software Federation of Europe), and provided consulting for business (McKinsey, Vivendi, Forrester) as well as expert testimony in virtual world legal cases. 

A Skeptic’s Guide to the Mind: What Neuroscience Can and Cannot Tell Us About Ourselves

By Robert Burton

(St. Martin’s, 2013; Rights have been sold in Russia, Turkey and China; remaining UK and translation rights with agent). 
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Material available: PDF of final book and finished copies

What if our soundest, most reasonable judgments are beyond our control?  Despite 2500 years of contemplation by the world’s greatest minds and the more recent phenomenal advances in basic neuroscience, neither neuroscientists nor philosophers have a decent understanding of what the mind is or how it works. The gap between what the brain does and the mind experiences remains uncharted territory. Nevertheless, with powerful new tools such as the fMRI scan, neuroscience has become the de facto mode of explanation of behavior. Neuroscientists tell us why we prefer Coke to Pepsi, and the media trumpets headlines such as “Possible site of free will found in brain.” Or: “Bad behavior down to genes, not poor parenting.”

Robert Burton believes that while some neuroscience observations are real advances, others are overreaching, unwarranted, wrong-headed, self-serving, or just plain ridiculous, and often with the potential for catastrophic personal and social consequences. In A Skeptic’s Guide to the Mind, he brings together clinical observations, practical thought experiments, personal anecdotes, and cutting-edge neuroscience to decipher what neuroscience can tell us – and where it falls woefully short. At the same time, he offers a new vision of how to think about what the mind might be and how it works.

A Skeptic’s Guide to the Mind is a critical, startling, and expansive journey into the mysteries of the brain and what makes us human. 

“An informative, witty, provocative meditation on the mind-brain paradox.” –Kirkus, starred review  “Written in a relatable style that balances hard science with philosophy and speculation, Burton’s project is . . . to emphasize that ‘a humble acknowledgement of the limits of inquiry should be the first step in the study of the mind.’ It’s an important point.” –Publishers Weekly  “Burton does an excellent job retracing the history of neuroscience studies and directing readers’ attention to future discoveries. He takes an unbiased look at the fundamentals of the field, and posits that, no matter how much the field advances, slippery notions of consciousness and moral decision-making will always allow for some amount of speculation. Recommended for skeptics and enthusiasts alike.” –Library Journal
“The neurologist Robert Burton is skeptical, to say the least. His new book, “A Skeptic’s Guide to the Mind,” is a scathing indictment of reductionism in all its guises, and a stirring call to consider whether scientists are even asking the right kinds of questions.”  – Salon.com 

“Recommended…..Notable” - Scientific American  

“An excursion into the choppy waters of intelligence, consciousness, and language. It is, Burton says, ‘best read as a late-night meditation’, which might explain his slightly circular thesis: that our innate irrationality, revealed by neuroscience, has itself led neuroscientists astray in their attempts to understand the mind. For the most part, his conclusions are spot on.” --New Scientist  “Burton is no defeatist; he’s a skeptic with something to offer beyond criticism. While reading this book, you’re likely to learn more about what we do know about our elusive brains – and what we can reasonably argue about the mind – than from most others on the shelf.” –Forbes.com  “Covers such topics as the brain’s role in ‘out-of-body’ experiences and the lingering effects of limb amputations. It also examines the latest neurological research, which Burton argues is often overstated by the media.” –Washington Post   "Neuroscientists themselves are like any author: They bring their own prejudices, needs, hopes and dreams to their work. Because their data is highly susceptible to interpretation, you need to understand who they are, where they come from and what personal slant they bring to that data before you believe any of it."  --CBS.com
 “Sharply guides us through a litany of initially promising, but eventually debunked, research and illuminating examples countering the conventional wisdom that humans occupy a special place in the animal world because of the uniqueness of their ‘mind.’ It is a book that should give philosophers, psychologists and neuroscientists reason for pause.” –Marin Independent Journal  “This is heady stuff.  It challenges our preconceptions. It is packed with the results of intriguing scientific experiments that raise more questions than they answer. The committee in my brain passed on a strong “thumbs up” vote to my conscious mind.” –Science-Based Medicine  Burton’s tour through the latest brain research demolishes certainty like a daisy-cutter bomb. By the time he points to a study indicating that brain images themselves are a potent factor in convincing people of neuroscience’s new claims – our brains are impressed by the elegant shapes and ethereal colours – he has us. We have seen the pattern, even if Burton keeps begging us to distrust it.” –Maclean’s
“A Skeptic’s Guide to the Mind is a gripping and timely book. With an engaging blend of data and cases, neurologist Robert Burton delivers an important warning that there is often more to neuroscience than meets the eye, and shares surprising insights about how our minds really work. You will never look at the space between your ears in the same way.” --Adam Grant, author of Give and Take  “Robert Burton's Skeptics Guide provides a thoughtful meditation on the mismeasure of mind. With a rich tapestry of neurological case studies, allusions to film and literature, compelling personal stories, and challenging thought experiments, Burton describes the abundant philosophical and scientific challenges to the belief that we know — or even that we can know — our own minds.” --Daniel Simons, New York Times bestselling co-author of The Invisible Gorilla: How Our Intuitions Deceive Us
"A Skeptic's Guide to the Mind is a unique combination of science and thought-provoking criticism. I highly recommend it to everyone who is fascinated by the mystery of how our brains make us who we are." --Ginger Campbell, M.D., author of Are You Sure? The Unconscious Origins of Certainty and host of the Brain Science podcast  "There is no bigger challenge to our self-understanding than the exploding field of neuroscience, but if we are to benefit from its discoveries, we must learn how to think about them in the right way.  And at the moment, we don't.  Thus far, neuroscience research has been oversold by scientists themselves and overhyped by journalists.  We have to do better.  In A Skeptic's Guide to the Mind, Robert Burton does a beautiful job explaining what modern neuroscience has to offer, and just as important, what it doesn't, and probably can't have to offer.  A careful reading of this well-written book will go a long way toward enabling us to draw the right lessons from what neuroscience has to offer."  --Barry Schwartz, author of The Paradox of Choice and Practical Wisdom  “Burton questions the fundamental assumptions of his field – with A Skeptics Guide to the Mind, he takes on the very foundations of cognitive science, leading readers to valuable insights in the process.” --Vinod Khosla, co-founder of Sun Microsystems

 "This engaging book captures the strengths and limitations of modern neuroscience in unlocking the secrets of mind and brain. It stands alone. In a style that joins academic writing, case histories, and narrative, Burton brings the reader to the many places where person and identity, self and society, health and disease, and, most pointedly, where scientist and social responsibility meet." –Judy Illes, author of the Oxford Handbook of Neuroethics and Professor of Neurology and Canada Research Chair in Neuroethics at the University of British Columbia

“In recent years, there's been a lot of neurotrash infecting everything from economics, business and ethics to romance, gastronomy and parenting. At last, Robert Burton, with the knowledge and wisdom to tackle the subject head-on, dares to separate nonsense from wisdom. With the delicacy of a philosopher and the real life expertise of a physician, he dares to show us how much we've learned but also how much we have to discover. This is one of the most elegant combinations of science and life I've come across for a long time.”--Margaret Heffernan, author of Willful Blindness
“Popular media is awash in an endless deluge of neuroscience findings—particularly those that imply neuroscience is the new arbiter of “truth” for everything from why we like certain colors to whether someone is lying on the witness stand. Readers on the receiving end of neuro-mania are left confused about what to believe, which is why Robert Burton’s A Skeptic’s Guide to the Mind: What Neuroscience Cannot Tell Us About Ourselves is such a valuable addition to the library of anyone interested in cognitive science. Burton cuts through the clutter and incisively reveals what the current state of neuroscience is truly capable of telling us about ourselves. It’s a top-tier contribution from one of the leading minds in the field.” --David DiSalvo, author of What Makes Your Brain Happy and Why You Should Do the Opposite  

“Neuroscientific high jinks of the best sort. A salutary reminder that we only understand 10% of our brains.”--Nick Humphrey, author of Soul Dust, The Magic of Consciousness, and Emeritus Professor of Psychology, London School of Economics

Robert Burton, M.D. has spent thirty-five years as a clinical neurologist and writes a feature column for Salon (“Ask Dr. Bob”). He is the author of On Being Certain: Believing You are Right Even When You're Not (St. Martin’s, 2008; rights sold in China (simple and complex), Korea, Holland and Japan; UK and remaining translation rights with agent). His medical career has combined private practice, clinical teaching at UCSF as well as NIH projects in stroke prevention. He served as the Chief of the Division of Neurology at Mt. Zion-UCSF hospital, where he subsequently became Associate Chief of the Department of Neurosciences. He has also been a lecturer in the Medicine and Literature program at Stanford University. He is the author of three critically acclaimed novels (including Doc-in-a-Box and Cellmates [Putnam]), and op-ed pieces, essays, and book reviews for various Bay Area papers and magazines. He has been the subject of feature articles in the San Francisco Chronicle, San Francisco Examiner, and People. 
The Intelligence Paradox: Why the Intelligent Choice Isn’t Always the Smart One 

By Satoshi Kanazawa 

(John Wiley, 2012: Rights have been sold in Japan, Russia, Brazil and Korea; remaining translation rights with agent).
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Satoshi Kanazawa's Why Beautiful People Have More Daughters (written with Alan S. Miller) was hailed by the Los Angeles Times as "a rollicking bit of pop science that turns the lens of evolutionary psychology on issues of the day." That book answered such burning questions as why women tend to lust after males who already have mates and why newborns look more like Dad than Mom. Now Kanazawa tackles the nature of intelligence: what it is, what it does, what it is good for (if anything). 

Highly entertaining, smart (dare we say intelligent?), and daringly contrarian, The Intelligence Paradox will provide a deeper understanding of what intelligence is, and what it means for us in our lives.

· Asks why more intelligent individuals are not better (and are, in fact, often worse) than less intelligent individuals in solving some of the most important problems in life—such as finding a mate, raising children, and making friends 

· Discusses why liberals are more intelligent than conservatives, why atheists are more intelligent than the religious, why more intelligent men value monogamy, why night owls are more intelligent than morning larks, and why homosexuals are more intelligent than heterosexuals 

· Explores how the purpose for which general intelligence evolved—solving evolutionarily novel problems—allows us to explain why intelligent people have the particular values and preferences they have 

Challenging common misconceptions about the nature of intelligence, this book offers surprising insights into the cutting-edge of science at the intersection of evolutionary psychology and intelligence research.

Satoshi Kanazawa is Reader of Management and Research Methodology at the London School of Economics and Political Science.  He is the author of Why Beautiful People Have More Daughters: From Dating, Shopping, and Praying to Watching Porn, Going to War, and Becoming a Billionaire—Two Evolutionary Psychologists Explain Why We Do What We Do  (Perigee, 2007; rights have been sold in Japan, Korea, China (simplified and complex), Italy, Greece, Lithuania, Poland, Romania, Russia, Macedonia and Brazil; UK and remaining translation rights with agent), which David P. Barash has called “an exuberant, accessible, exhilarating, intellectually aerobic workout of an introduction to the new science of human nature.” He received his MA from the University of Washington, and Ph.D. from the University of Arizona, both in sociology.  He was the first sociologist to introduce modern evolutionary psychology into sociology.  His evolutionary psychological work has appeared in peer-reviewed journals in all major social sciences (sociology, psychology, political science, economics, and anthropology) as well as biology, and he has published more than 50 articles and chapters.  He currently serves on the editorial board of Managerial and Decision Economics.  His work has been widely featured in mass media round the world, including the New York Times, the Washington Post, the Los Angeles Times, the Boston Globe, the Times (London), Time, Psychology Today, the Times Higher Education Supplement, and he has been interviewed on BBC Radio 4 and the National Public Radio's All Things Considered, among other TV and radio shows.  

A User’s Guide to the Universe: Surviving the Perils of Black Holes, Time Paradoxes, and Quantum Uncertainty by Dave Goldberg, Ph.D. and Jeffrey Blomquist (John Wiley, 2010; Rights have been sold in Russia, China (simple and complex), Korea, Poland, Turkey, Greece and Italy; remaining translation rights with agent). 
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With a large measure of humor and a minimum of math (one equation), physics professor Goldberg and engineer Blomquist delve into the fascinating physics topics that rarely make it into introductory classes, including time travel, extraterrestrials, and ""quantum weirdness"" to prove that physics' ""reputation for being hard, impractical, and boring"" is wrong by at least two-thirds: ""Hard? Perhaps. Impractical? Definitely not... But boring? That's where we really take issue."" Breaking up each topic into common sense questions (""How many habitable planets are there?"" ""What is Dark Matter?"" ""If the universe is expanding, what's it expanding into?""), the duo provides explanations in everyday language with helpful examples, analogies, and Blomquist's charmingly unpolished cartoons. Among other lessons, readers will learn about randomness through gambling; how a Star Trek-style transporter might function in the real world; and what may have existed before the Big Bang. Despite the absence of math, this nearly-painless guide is still involved and scientific, aimed at science hobbyists rather than science-phobes; it should also prove an ideal reference companion for more technical classroom texts.  

Dave Goldberg is Associate Professor and Director of Undergraduate Studies in the Department of Physics at Drexel University. He ghostwrote Stephen Hawking's commentary on Einstein’s original works, in A Stubbornly Persistent Illusion. (Running Press, 2007). He is the recipient of the prestigious Rothwarf Award for excellent in teaching. He received his Ph.D. in Astrophysics from Princeton University. His most recent book is The Universe in the Rare View Mirror: A High Speed Tour of Antimatter, Evil Twins and Symmetries (Dutton, 2013; rights with publisher), which was named by New Scientist as one of their 10 best science books of 2013.
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