
Frankfurt Book Fair 2026 
Rights Guide



For further information, please contact:

Beniamino Ambrosi
beniamino@cheneyagency.com

Grace Johnson
grace@cheneyagency.com 

The Cheney Agency
39 West 14th Street, Suite 403
New York, NY 10011
t: (212) 277-8007
www.cheneyagency.com



Contents
Spotlight: 

 The House of Maxwell by Amy Wallace

 The Shape Shifters by Zoë Schlanger

 Technology and the Meaning of Life by Gili Kliger

 Tomorrow We Will Be in Power by Peter Jamison

 A Woman, Falling by Ellen Barry

Out now:

 This Cursed Beautiful Land by Evan Gershkovich

 Bad Boy for Life by Cheyenne Roundtree 

 In Person by Natalia Emanuel and Emma Harrington

 Living with Freddie by Anna Heyward

 Children of Wolves by Lawrence Osborne

 Seasons of Fury by Rozina Ali

 Let the Poets Govern by Camonghne Felix

 The Savage Mind by David Treuer

Publishing Soon:

 The Shadow and the Flame by James McAuley

 An Unthinkable Crime by Janelle Nanos

 This Delicate Life by Ella Jacobson

Delivered Manuscripts:

 Beautiful Indiginities by Jeanne Marie Laskas 

 The Calorie Trap by Jacob Gersen

 We Still on for Tonight? by Allie Volpe

 This Message Is for You by Laura Pitcher

New Deals: 

 Your Life without You by Zoë Hitzig

 Transference by Jesse Barron 

 The Model Parent by Russell Shaw

 Being Human by Kate Zernike

 The Affairs of Mala Sen by Diksha Basu

Recent Foreign Deals & Selected Backlist

 





Spotlight



Random House
Territory: North America
Editor: Andy Ward
Material: Proposal
Agent: Elyse Cheney & 
Adam Eaglin
UK Agent: Beniamino 
Ambrosi

Rights sold:
UK: Transworld

The House of Maxwell
Amy Wallace

Amy Wallace a journalist whose work has appeared in GQ, Wired, The 
New Yorker, New York, Esquire, Vanity Fair, The Nation, New York Times 
Magazine, and Elle. In addition to her collaboration on Nobody’s Girl, she 
collaborated with Jeff Immelt on his book Hot Seat and Ed Catmull on 
Creativity, Inc. 

From the collaborator on the international bestseller Nobody’s Girl, 
the deÞ nitive investigation of Jeffrey Epstein’s closest and most 

notorious associate, Ghislaine Maxwell

In The House of Maxwell, Wallace will examine the mechanisms and 
incentives that placed this well-heeled, beautiful, Oxford-educated 
woman at the center of a global sex trafÞ cking conspiracy. To date, 
Maxwell—who is serving twenty years—is the only American to be 
held accountable for those crimes. 

Wallace is best known for collaborating with Virginia Roberts 
Giuffre, the late Epstein survivor and victims’ rights advocate, on her 
worldwide bestseller, Nobody’s Girl. Because Giuffre died by suicide 
six months before her memoir was published, Wallace did many 
media appearances in her stead and had the opportunity to connect 
with thousands of readers. In fact, those readers were the ones who 
Þ rst suggested that Wallace write a book that analyzes the mystery of 
Maxwell—and what led her down such a troubled path.



Harper
Territory: North America
Editor: Sarah Haugen
Material: Proposal
Agent: Adam Eaglin
UK Agent: Natasha 
Fairweather @ RCW

Rights sold:
UK: Pending

International publishers of 
The Light Eaters: 
Brazil: Objectiva
Catalonia: Cossetania
China: Gingko Book Co.
France: Éditions Dalva
Germany: Fischer
Holland: De Bezige Bij
Hungary: Open Books
Italy: Einaudi
Japan: Hayakawa
Korea: Sangsang Academy
Marathi: Mehta
Poland: Helion
Portugal: Objetiva
Russia: Eksmo
Spain: Paidos
Taiwan: Crown
Türkiye: Is Kultur
Ukraine: One More Page

The Shape Shifters
How the Living World Remakes Our Cells, Bodies, and Minds
Zoë Schlanger

Zoë Schlanger is the author of the The Light Eaters, which The New 
Yorker, TIME, New York Magazine, ScientiÞ c American, and more selected 
as one of their best books of 2024. Her work has appeared in The New 
York Times, the New York Review of Books, Time, and NPR. Schlanger was 
the recipient of a 2017 National Association of Science Writers reporting 
award and was previously a staff writer at The Atlantic. 

From the author of the international bestseller The Light Eaters, an 
ambitious new work that upends the evolutionary story of “survival of 

the Þ ttest,” in the vein of Michael Pollan and Ed Yong

While researching the new science of plant intelligence for The Light 
Eaters, Zoë Schlanger kept bumping into the same question: what 
deÞ ned the point where one plant ended, and another organism began? 
Plants transformed with light and moisture, changed traits in response 
to fungi, and depended on microbes for essential daily functions. The 
more she tried to categorize, the more she felt she was encountering 
a bigger problem in the way we think of individuality. That puzzle is 
the seed of The Shape Shifters, Schlanger’s new book that combines 
the latest research in symbiosis, epigenetics, developmental plasticity, 
and ecology to ask: what if we’re wrong to think of ourselves as static, 
autonomous individuals? What if we are more inß uenced by our 
relationships and our environments than we’ve ever imagined before?
 
Beginning with the surprising symbiosis that formed our Þ rst cells, 
moving through the communities of bacteria that constitute our 
bodies, and arriving at the ways our environments and our ancestors’ 
experiences continue to mold us, Schlanger challenges our assumptions 
about what deÞ nes us at every level. What emerges is a reckoning with 
what it might mean to live as part of the world rather than apart from 
it. The Shape Shifters calls the dominant story of “survival of the Þ ttest” 
into question, showing that cooperation has been as inß uential in our 
evolution as competition, all the way down to the very science of what 
makes us who we are.

Praise for The Light Eaters:

“A masterpiece of science writing.” ―Robin Wall Kimmerer, author 
of Braiding Sweetgrass

“Mesmerizing, world-expanding, and achingly beautiful.” ―Ed 
Yong, author of An Immense World

“Rich, vital, and full of surprises. Read it!” ―Elizabeth Kolbert, 
author of Under a White Sky and The Sixth Extinction 



Hogarth
Territory: North America
Editor: David Ebershoff and 
Allie Merola
Material: Proposal
Agent: Alice Whitwham
UK Agent: Beniamino 
Ambrosi

Rights sold:
UK: Weidenfeld & Nicholson
Germany: Klett Cotta
Italy: Sellerio
Japan: Pending
Spain: Paidos

Technology and the Meaning of Life
Gili Kliger

The Dawn of Everything meets How To Do Nothing in this 
conversational history of how the world’s greatest thinkers have 

responded to new technology, from Aristotle to Arendt 

Gili Kliger was beginning to feel like teaching humanities at Stanford 
was a losing battle. Year after year, Kliger, a Lecturer in Modern 
European Intellectual History, faced dwindling numbers of students. 
How, she wondered, could she break through? Then she had an 
epiphany: all her favorite texts had been written in the midst of 
technological upheaval. Modernity’s most inß uential thinkers, in 
these moments, articulated and responded to many of her students’ 
most pressing anxieties: how to live in a world churning with the 
promise and peril of new technologies? Kliger curated a set of texts 
and renamed the course “Technology and the Meaning of Life.” It 
has been over-enrolled ever since. 
 
That course is the basis of the book she proposes here. Kliger anchors 
the book in vivid stories of great thinkers grappling with the issue 
personally — from Weber’s insight into how the pocket watch 
transformed our relationship to time, to Arendt’s prescient analysis 
of Sputnik as a marker of mass political alienation. The technological 
mindset, Kliger demonstrates, has always been to master the human 
condition—to optimize. But the upheavals which attended new 
technologies, she shows us, have also catalyzed innovative ideas 
about who we are—and how we work, govern, create, and love 
beyond optimization. Into this, she weaves stories grounded in her 
teachings and exchanges with her students. The latter can be funny 
and often poignant; as they look for answers, they, along with the 
reader, Þ nd themselves challenged and changed.

Gili Kliger teaches Modern European History at Stanford. She was 
previously a College Fellow in Social Studies at Harvard, where she 
also received her PhD. Her writing has appeared in Aeon, Boston Review, 
and Public Books, in addition to top academic journals. Her Þ rst book 
Found in Translation is forthcoming from University of Chicago Press.



FSG (April 2027)
Territory: North America
Editor: Alex Star
Material: Edited manuscript
Agent: Alice Whitwham and 
Isabel Mendía
UK Agent: Beniamino 
Ambrosi

Rights sold:
UK: Penguin Press

Tomorrow We Will Be in Power
JD Vance and the Radical Right’s Quest to Transform America
Peter Jamison

A Pulitzer Prize–winning journalist’s inside account of the MAGA 
movement’s heir apparent and his inner circle’s decade-long project to 

deÞ ne and empower a radical “New Right”

In just a few years, once-fringe ideas and personalities on the right 
have come to play a leading role in global politics—and found an 
advocate at the apex of power. In Tomorrow We Will Be in Power, 
The Washington Post’s Peter Jamison chronicles the apprenticeship 
and arrival of JD Vance as he left Yale Law School for Silicon Valley, 
returned to his native Ohio, joined the Roman Catholic church, and 
overcame his previously strenuous objections to Donald Trump. 
Along the way, Vance achieved a dizzying political ascent and 
became the foremost spokesman for a new movement of far-right 
nationalists, Þ rst in the Senate, and then in the White House itself.

Using previously undisclosed scenes and correspondence, interviews, 
and extensive on-the-ground reporting from the industrial cities of 
Ohio to Viktor Orbán’s Hungary, Jamison delivers a deeply reported 
account of an unlikely scourge of the establishment—the American 
politician who has arguably engaged more deeply with illiberal ideas 
than anyone else who has attained such high ofÞ ce. Ranging across 
the galvanizing issues of Donald Trump’s second term—the nearly 
unbridled rollout of AI, the scapegoating of immigrants, wars in 
Ukraine and the Middle East, the unprecedented use of the federal 
government to reward friends and punish enemies—Tomorrow 
We Will Be in Power exposes many of the key forces shaping our 
politics. Here is the deÞ nitive portrait of the vanguard of right-
wing political operatives, reactionary intellectuals, and staggeringly 
wealthy tech investors who are supplanting the institutions of 
Movement conservatism to become Washington’s new power 
structure.

Peter Jamison is a reporter at The Washington Post, and he was part 
of a team of journalists awarded the 2025 Pulitzer Prize in breaking 
news and the 2022 Pulitzer Prize in public service. In 2024, 2022 and 
2020, his stories were selected for the Best American Newspaper 
Narratives anthology.



Little, Brown
Territory: North America
Editor: Sally Kim
Material: Proposal
Agent: Elyse Cheney 
UK Agent: Beniamino 
Ambrosi

Rights sold:
UK: Sceptre
Holland: Alfabet
Italy: NR

A Woman, Falling
Motherhood, Madness, and the Trial of Lindsay Clancy
Ellen Barry

Ellen Barry covers mental health for The New York Times, where she has 
worked for sixteen years, including as bureau chief in Moscow, Delhi, 
and London, and as chief international correspondent in London. She is 
a four-time Pulitzer Prize Þ nalist. 

A landmark narrative work about postpartum mental disorders 
and the scientists who are pioneering research into the female brain, 

culminating in the Clancy trial that has captivated the world

It should be no surprise that women’s mental health is at its most 
vulnerable after giving birth, especially susceptible to depression, 
anxiety, and even psychosis. Estrogen drops like a cliff, and wildly 
ß uctuating hormones can trigger psychiatric disorders. Yet the 
psychiatric establishment, until recently comprised largely of men, 
never studied the brain during this period, when its composition looks 
nothing like at any other point in life. Only in the last few years have 
a cadre of female scientists from around the world discovered some 
of the secrets of the postpartum brain, Þ nally offering hope for the 
millions of women seeking relief.

In A Woman, Falling, reporter Ellen Barry meticulously reconstructs 
the story of Lindsay Clancy, who didn’t receive the proper diagnosis 
and treatment for postpartum psychosis and tragically killed her 
three children. With utter delicacy, Barry tells the story of Lindsay’s 
downward spiral into psychosis, the efforts to prevent it, and the 
murder trial that caught the world’s attention. Barry weaves in a 
secondary narrative that follows the women doctors mapping the 
postpartum brain, including the cutting-edge researchers in the UK and 
Holland, who are Þ ghting to formalize proper treatment of postpartum 
psychosis in the medical establishment. By the time this book is 
written, their efforts will result in the disorder’s very Þ rst appearance 
in the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual. Barry writes with a novelist’s 
sensibility, precise and controlled, and her book will join the growing 
chorus calling attention to the treatments that could save lives.



Out Now



Crown (Sept. 2026)
Territory: North America
Editor: Paul Whitlatch
Material: Final copies
Agent: Adam Eaglin
UK Agent: Natasha 
Fairweather @ RCW

Rights sold:
UK: William Collins
Estonia: Postimehe
Finland: Docendo
France: Grasset & Frasquelle
Germany: DVA
Holland: Meulenhoff
Italy: La Nave di Teseo
Russia: Echo
Spain: Debate

This Cursed Beautiful Land
A Russian-American Story
Evan Gershkovich

Evan Gershkovich is a foreign correspondent for The Wall Street Journal
based in Berlin. His writing has also appeared in The New York Times, 
The Economist, and Foreign Policy, and he was a Pulitzer Prize Þ nalist in 
2025 as part of an investigative team for The Journal. He is the recipient 
of a MacDowell Fellowship.

Journalist Evan Gershkovich shares for the Þ rst time the harrowing 
story of his wrongful imprisonment in Russia in a richly detailed and 

reß ective memoir

While working as a foreign correspondent for The Wall Street Journal in 
2023, Gershkovich was arrested by Russian authorities and ultimately 
sentenced to sixteen years in prison on false charges of spying. While 
the U.S. and Western governments condemned the sham conviction 
and advocated for his release, Evan found himself in Moscow’s 
notorious Lefortovo prison—a very human pawn in a geopolitical chess 
match. The Þ rst American journalist to be arrested and convicted for 
espionage by Russia since the end of the Cold War, Evan’s story made 
global headlines and would culminate in a massive, multi-country 
prisoner swap that captivated observers around the world.

In riveting prose marked by surprising humor and anchored by a 
profound understanding of Russian history and culture, Evan shows 
us the world he documented, a sprawling prison system with its own 
vocabulary and customs—and surprising pockets of humanity. But 
what he offers in This Cursed Beautiful Land is far more than a prison 
memoir; it’s a glimpse inside the perils and contradictions of a country 
in the midst of autocracy, a misunderstood land and people, marked at 
once by stunning beauty and a haunting history.

“Propulsive and astutely observed [...] a taut thriller.”—Patrick 
Radden Keefe, New York Times bestselling author of London 

Falling

“A rich and suspenseful saga of Russia’s rapid descent into 
autocracy, told in intimate, often chilling detail [...] I think I hear 
Solzhenitsyn applauding in his grave.”—Erik Larson, New York 

Times bestselling author of The Demon of Unrest

“This book is a testament to the humanity [Gershkovich] refused to 
surrender, and a prison memoir that doubles as a love letter, not to 
the dictatorship that imprisoned him, but to the Russia underneath: 
its language, landscape, literature, and people.”—Anthony Doerr,

Pulitzer Prize-winning author of All the Light We Cannot See



Henry Holt (Sept. 2026)
Territory: North America
Editor: Retha Powers
Material: Final copies
Agent: Adam Eaglin
UK Agent: Beniamino 
Ambrosi

Rights sold:
UK: Simon & Schuster
Brazil: Record
France: Denoël
Germany: Goldmann
Holland: Luitingh
Russia: Eksmo

A groundbreaking investigative account of the life of the mogul who 
brought hip-hop to the mainstream, offering readers a riveting look at 

the empire he built and the destructive power of celebrity

If not for Sean “Diddy” Combs’ ability to harness the voice of hip-hop 
and package it via artists like Mary J. Blige and the Notorious B.I.G., 
the landscape of American—and world—music would look and sound 
entirely different. For decades, mainstream performers clamored to be 
close to Combs; his charisma, vision, and brand of cool transformed 
hip-hop culture into a multibillion-dollar powerhouse. While his 
acumen built an empire that reß ected the biggest names in not only 
music but also fashion, business, and the bright lights of Hollywood, 
another side of Combs was hidden from public view.

In Bad Boy for Life, journalist Cheyenne Roundtree vividly brings 
to life Combs’ early days and his rise to power, and excavates the 
disturbing history of his alleged abuse. Through cultural insights, 
meticulous reporting, and in-depth interviews with more than one 
hundred sources, she examines Combs’ misuse of power that led to 
the criminal trial in 2025 that caused his kingdom to unravel. Her 
account shows how Combs embodies the much bigger story of hip-
hop’s ascension, the wider music industry, and fame’s sinister aspects. 
This is one of the most signiÞ cant pop-culture stories of our time, one 
that charts the path of an impresario while asking questions about 
accountability and justice, who is believed and who is silenced, and 
why we protect the powerful. 

Cheyenne Roundtree is an award-winning investigative journalist at 
Rolling Stone, known for her reporting on the entertainment industry 
and for pursuing stories that expose abuses of power. 

Bad Boy for Life
The Rise and Fall of Sean Combs
Cheyenne Roundtree

“Roundtree enjoys the elbow room to take in the whole sweep of 
the rap mogul’s rise, near-imperial apogee and ultimate downfall 
and imprisonment, when whispered allegations of rampant abuse 
and intimidation Þ nally grew loud enough to catch up with him at 

last.”—NPR

“A damning indictment of celebrity culture, where every impulse, 
however dark, is enabled by yes men.”—The Guardian



Crown Currency (Oct. 2026)
Territory: North America
Editor: Paul Whitlatch
Material: Final copies
Agent: Elyse Cheney
UK Agent: Beniamino 
Ambrosi

Rights sold:
UK: Penguin Life
Holland: Business Contact

Finally, the science-backed guide to making the most of in-person 
work—whether it’s one day in the ofÞ ce or Þ ve —drawing on the 

authors’ original research as featured in Science, NPR, HBR, and The 
New York Times

For the Þ rst time in history, millions of workers can do their jobs from 
anywhere—and the result is the most contentious workplace debate in 
generations. Employees Þ ght to protect their freedom, and CEOs issue 
return-to-ofÞ ce mandates by gut instinct. Everyone argues, but no one 
has the data—until now. Harvard-trained economists Natalia Emanuel 
and Emma Harrington are leading researchers on remote and in-person 
work. They’ve spent years tracking millions of work hours across 
industries, analyzing Fortune 500 companies, startups, tech companies, 
and call centers. Their Þ ndings? Remote work is good for crossing tasks 
off a to-do list, but it erodes the quality of our work, stiß es creativity, 
and hurts mental health. When we’re together, our brain-to-brain 
synchrony increases 10x, accelerating creativity, mentorship, and 
innovation. 

Working side-by-side can be a powerful force to supercharge company 
performance. But many ofÞ ce policies miss this mark, focusing on 
butts in seats, instead of brains in sync. Emanuel and Harrington offer 
solutions for decision makers on how to craft the right policy. Backed 
with the latest research on the science of work, In Person offers tactical 
steps to make the most of in-ofÞ ce and hybrid time. 

Emma Harrington and Natalia Emanuel received their PhDs in 
economics at Harvard. Natalia is a research economist at the NY 
Federal Reserve Bank, and Emma is a professor of economics at the 
University of Virginia. Their work has been published in Science, the 
Quarterly Journal of Economics, and American Economic Journals, and their 
research has been featured in the BBC, The New York Times, The Wall 
Street Journal, The Economist, The Atlantic, and NPR.

In Person
Why Working Together Fuels Creativity, Productivity, and Growth 
Natalia Emanuel and Emma Harrington

“This is a crucial book for this moment. [...] we need this clarion 
call to get back to working in person.”—Walter Isaacson, New York 

Times bestselling author of Steve Jobs 

“A powerful and vivid demonstration of the importance of 
proximity, with valuable lessons about work, connection, and the 

human species. Don’t miss it.”—Cass R. Sunstein, New York Times 
bestselling author of Nudge

“For those with Zoom fatigue, tired of virtual hugs, In Person will 
be your bestie. It is an engaging volume packed with facts and a 

must-read for our hybrid world.”—Claudia Goldin, Nobel laureate, 
author Career and Family



Random House (Aug. 2026)
Territory: North America
Editor: Marie Pantojan
Agent: Alice Whitwham
Material: Final copies
UK Agent: Emma Paterson 
@ Aitken Alexander

Rights sold: 
UK: Virago
China: China Translation & 
Publishing
Germany: btb

An extraordinary memoir about learning to see the world through a 
dog’s eyes, by a New Yorker writer and animal behavior expert

When Anna Heyward adopted Freddie, a rescued Italian 
greyhound, she was thrilled to bring a dog into her life. But Freddie, 
she quickly realized, had severe separation anxiety, unable to be left 
alone for more than thirty seconds without crying uncontrollably 
or injuring himself. Some would have given him back, but Anna 
dedicated her life to entering the mind of her dog, putting her 
relationship, social life, and job at risk. As Anna observed Freddie’s 
behavior, she began to experience the world as he did, and she 
changed—but not in the way you might expect.

Living with Freddie is a meditation on what it means to be bad 
or good, on how much we can—or should—try to alter another 
being’s behavior, and what is possible to know about another 
mind. But at its heart, this is a beautiful, heart-wrenching portrait 
of the relationship between a human and a dog. And at the end of 
Freddie’s story, you, too, may Þ nd yourself changed.

Anna Heyward worked on the editorial staff of The New Yorker and 
was a graduate student in animal behavior and welfare science at 
the University of Pennsylvania School of Veterinary Medicine. Her 
writing has also been published by The New York Times, The New York 
Times Book Review, The Paris Review, and Vogue.

Living with Freddie
How a Dog Taught Me To Be Human
Anna Heyward

“[Heyward] is a sure-footed writer . . . What she learned about pets 
could be applied to any ostensibly loving relationship, including 

those between humans.”—The New York Times Book Review

“Heyward writes with great clarity, heart, and frankness about her 
struggles with a difÞ cult dog, about the idea of behavior itself, and, 
most of all, about the nature of love.”—Susan Orlean, author of The 

Orchid Thief

“Compelling, vivid, and essential, Living with Freddie confronts the 
mystery of love, the nature of suffering, and the heartbreaking ways 
in which one may be inadvertently embedded in the other. This book 
should be required reading for anyone contemplating adopting a pet, 
or even raising a child. Please read these pages. You will come away 

changed.”—Sy Montgomery, author of The Soul of an Octopus



Summit (Aug. 2026)
Territory: North America
Editor: Judy Clain
Agent: Adam Eaglin
Material: Final copies
UK Agent: Natasha 
Fairweather @ RCW

Rights sold:
UK: Chatto & Windus
Brazil: Âyine
Holland: Prometheus
Italy: Adelphi
Japan: Hayakawa

From the internationally beloved novelist, a thrilling tale of manipulation 
and deceit 

Four children from wealthy families are sent to a strict prestigious boarding 
school for troubled teenagers. Haunted by the horrors they experience, they 
vow to disrupt the status quo by all means necessary.

Years later, Tyler is a private investigator with a failing career who has been 
hired by petrochemical billionaire to Þ nd his run-away daughter, Chana. At 
a seaside hotel in Turkey, he Þ nds Chana lounging with her three wealthy 
friends and living with a fake name. Enthralled by Chana’s shyness and 
elegance, Tyler decides to keep his discovery to himself, accepting Mr. 
Knight’s payments while feeding him elusive information and partying with 
Chana and her friends over wine and raki. One night, when Tyler lets slip 
his relationship with the American consul, Chana lights up with interest and 
asks if he can orchestrate a meeting.

With a backdrop of of glitzy ex-pat parties, diplomatic galas, and the gritty 
underworld of Istanbul, Chana conjures a plot involving the consul that sets 
into motion a dark chain of events.

Lawrence Osborne is a critically acclaimed novelist, journalist, and 
screenwriter based in Bangkok. He is the author of eight novels, 
including Ballad of a Small Player, Beautiful Animals, and The Forgiven, 
and four of his novels have been New York Times Notable Book selec-
tions and Best Books of the Year by The Economist, The Guardian, The 
New Yorker, NPR, The New York Times, and The Washington Post.

Children of Wolves
A Novel
Lawrence Osborne

“Like Highsmith, Obsorne is less interested in solving mysteries 
than in exploring the strange moral vacuum inhabited by beautiful, 

damaged people drifting through the consequences of wealth, 
neglect and emptiness.” —The Times

“An atmospheric and entertaining page-turner that allows lovers of 
erudite, old-fashioned thrillers to once again head east and get lost in 

streets steeped in a ‘rich compost of intrigues.’” —Financial Times

“Flawless [...] chilling.” —The Wall Street Journal



Crown (Aug. 2026)
Territory: North America
Editor: Kevin Doughten
Agent: Alice Whitwham
Material: Final copies
UK Agent: Beniamino 
Ambrosi

*Longlisted for the National Book Award*

An essential narrative history of the U.S. government’s broken compact 
with its Muslim citizens, culminating in the post-9/11 era of mass 

surveillance and increased violence

In this closely reported and elegantly written book, Rozina Ali shows how 
the War on Terror, conceived in the wake of the September 11 attacks, only 
accelerated long-standing conß icts between American law enforcement and 
Muslim communities around the country. From the surveillance of Arab 
activists that began in the 1960s and laws in the 90s that broadened the 
deÞ nition of terrorism, to the mass detention of entire Muslim communities 
in the 2000s and the rise of think tanks and nonproÞ ts that sowed panic 
about the threat of Islam itself, Seasons of Fury shows that the history of 
policies that have warped the American perception of Muslim communities 
reaches deep into our past.

Through the powerful stories of four families across eight decades, Ali 
narrates a range of Muslim experiences shaped by relentless suspicion and 
prejudice, which always been inextricable from the Israel–Palestine conß ict, 
stoking the idea of a religious war between Muslims and the West.
Ali’s story of how we got to our terrifying present is a magisterial 
accomplishment and a damning indictment of the United States’ 
abandonment of its core principles in the face of fear.

Rozina Ali is a journalist and contributing writer at New York Times 
Magazine, a fellow at New America, and was previously a senior ed-
itor at The Cairo Review of Global Affairs. Her work has been featured 
in The New Yorker, Harper’s, Foreign Affairs, and The Nation. She is a 
recipient of the National Magazine Award in Reporting.

Seasons of Fury
Four Families and the Rise of Islamaphobia in America
Rozina Ali

“This a deeply reported tale of hysteria, bigotry, surveillance and 
persecution, one that is suffused with quiet outrage but observed 

with a clear eye.”—Patrick Radden Keefe, New York Times 
bestselling author of London Falling

“A magisterial, infuriating, and absolutely necessary book. [...] A 
vital work, as illuminating as any I’ve read in many years on how 

and why hatred becomes normalized.”—Omar El Akkad, National 
Book Award–winning author of One Day, Everyone Will Have 

Always Been Against This

“Tracing the rise of Islamophobia and its alarming resurgence, this 
prescient accounting is a must-read.”—Eliza Griswold, Pulitzer 

Prize-winning author of Circle of Hope



One World (March 2026)
Territory: North America
Editor: Nicole Counts
Agent: Alice Whitwham
Material: Final copies
UK Agent: Beniamino 
Ambrosi

*Longlisted for the National Book Award*

In this part-memoir, part-manifesto, an acclaimed poet interprets Black 
radical literary traditions to reimagine freedom through refusal

Over the past decade, Camonghne Felix has been at the center of American 
politics, working in strategy, communications, and as a speechwriter. 
Throughout it all, she has maintained her unwavering belief in language’s 
foundational revolutionary potential, outside of its deployment for 
legislative and political ends. In this groundbreaking work of nonÞ ction, 
she argues that Black radical poetic traditions model an ethical code and 
overcome entrenched structures of patriarchy and paternalism, inventing a 
new form that examines the historical and legislative, and the personal and 
poetic.

Felix draws on stories from her life in campaigns and the decisions she has 
had to make: preparing speeches for candidates, responding to harassment, 
recruiting staff. She recounts her moving personal history—accompanying 
her mother, a lawyer, to court, and her father, a participant in the Grenadian 
revolution of 1983, to protests—as well as her coming-of-age being schooled 
in a wider tradition of Black radical thinkers, from Gwendolyn Brooks to 
Audre Lorde. Through rupture, rhythm, and a refusal of politics as usual, 
Let the Poets Govern encourages us to hold ourselves to the standards of our 
highest ideals and embraces our shared humanity.

Camonghne Felix, poet, essayist and former political communica-
tions strategist, is the author of Dyscalculia and Build Yourself a Boat, 
which was longlisted for the 2019 National Book Award in Poetry. 
Her work has appeared in The New Yorker, Academy of American Poets, 
Harvard Review, Poetry Magazine, Vanity Fair, and New York Magazine.

Let the Poets Govern
A Declaration of Freedom
Camonghne Felix

“In these Þ erce yet tender pages, Camonghne Felix reveals how 
imagination can become a form of governance—an instrument 

for creating a world rooted in care, community, and radical 
possibility.”—Michelle Alexander, New York Times bestselling 

author of The New Jim Crow

“[Felix] offers us a clear-eyed example of what it means to hold 
the duality of hope and disillusionment as we move forward as a 

nation.”—Marie Claire

“An incisive and rigorous assessment of how people arrive within 
a moment and what they can make out of it—or how they can take 
it apart. There is incredible beauty and care in the language, and in 
the possible world(s) being built.”—Hanif Abdurraqib, author of 

There’s Always This Year



Little, Brown (Oct. 2026)
Territory: United States
Editor: Alex LittleÞ eld
Agent: Adam Eaglin
Material: Final copies
UK Agent: Beniamino 
Ambrosi

Rights sold:
Canada: McClelland & 
Stewart

A searing exploration of American violence, interweaving memoir, 
history, and reportage to reveal the wound at the heart of the nation—and 

to offer hope that the country might be healed

In the wake of George Floyd’s murder and the January 6 insurrection, as 
America seemed to be falling apart, David Treuer decided to hold himself 
and his family together the only way he knew how: he sat down to write a 
letter. What resulted is The Savage Mind, the most personal and powerful 
work of his storied literary career.

How do we understand America, its people, and the impulses that seem 
intent on destroying both? Ranging from Treuer’s upbringing on the Leech 
Lake reservation in Minnesota to the experiences of his parents, a Jewish 
Holocaust refugee and the Þ rst American Indigenous woman judge, The 
Savage Mind reveals the terrifying essence of the nation: frontier violence, 
a site of epic, phantasmagoric bloodshed, initiated by white settlers but 
perpetuated by all American people. And after the geographic frontier 
closed in the late 19th century, it did not vanish—quite the opposite.

Today, Treuer explains, America’s frontier—and all its violent pathologies—
has migrated overseas and into Americans’ hearts and minds. The atrocities 
in Gaza and the school shootings in the heartland are bound together by this 
invisible Þ lament—one that Treuer makes visible in The Savage Mind, and 
which he offers hope for weaving, once and for all, into a better cloth.

David Treuer is the author of the New York Times bestseller and Na-
tional Book Award Þ nalist The Heartbeat of Wounded Knee. His work 
has appeared in The New York Times, the Los Angeles Times, The Wash-
ington Post, Atlantic Monthly, and Harper’s.

The Savage Mind
An American Legacy
David Treuer

“The Savage Mind is unlike anything I have read. Combining 
elements of memoir, history and current events he makes all three 
more intimate and more real and so much more important. Full of 
subtle irony and astute observation, this book will make a mark.” 

—Percival Everett, Pulitzer Prize and National Book Award-
winning author of James
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The Shadow and the Flame
A Story of Loss, Survival, and the Making of Holocaust Memory
James McAuley

A magisterial work of history about the years following World War II, 
when the form and character of Holocaust remembrance was Þ ercely 

debated

In 1945, the end of World War II and the liberation of the Nazi camps 
ended the catastrophe now known as the Holocaust. Stunned by grief 
and consumed by rage, survivors faced the task of not only forging new 
lives but also shaping how this cataclysm might be remembered by 
generations to come. An intellectual history—intimate in its telling, epic 
in its scope—The Shadow and the Flame takes as its subject the intense 
debate that ensued—one that spanned decades and continents and was 
the Þ rst of its kind. Acclaimed historian James McAuley takes us into 
the minds and hearts of the individuals—many well-known, others 
largely forgotten—who waged that dispute in Europe, the United 
States, and the newly established state of Israel: including Hannah 
Arendt, Salo Baron, and Elie Wiesel.

McAuley transports us from Paris to New York, from the desecrated 
ghettos of Poland to the ß edgling kibbutzim of Israel, as the event 
we now call the Holocaust made an uneasy transition into collective 
memory—one that, far from being neatly resolved, weighs heavily 
upon the present. Bold, learned, monumental in its scope and infused 
with the energy and emotion of its principals, The Shadow and the 
Flame is the dramatic account of the contentious process—at once 
painful and shot through with urgency and consequence—of crafting 
history in real time.

James McAuley is the author of The House of Fragile Things, which won 
the 2022 National Jewish Book Award in history. He is a journalist for 
The Washington Post as well as a contributor to The New York Review of 
Books. 

“Profoundly moving. An extraordinary book—one that I didn’t know 
could be written. It is essential reading.”—Edmund de Waal, New 

York Times bestselling author of The Hare With Amber Eyes

“[McAuley’s] book is also powerful as a meditation on history, on 
how history is constructed and the uses to which it can be put. Its 

lessons are for everyone.”—Louis Menand, Pulitzer Prize-winning 
author of The Metaphysical Club and The Free World

“McAuley takes a vast historical theme and tells it as a story of fully 
drawn individuals. Moving, compelling, relevant to our times, and 
beautifully written.”—Simon Kuper, columnist for the Financial 

Times and bestselling author of Soccernomics



Janelle Nanos is a reporter at The Boston Globe, a MacDowell fellow, 
and a visiting fellow in journalism at Boston College. Her decade-
long investigation into Kate Price’s allegations of organized abuse 
was a Þ nalist for the Pulitzer Prize. Her reporting has also appeared 
in The New York Times and New York magazine.
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Territory: North America
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Material: Final manuscript
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Rights sold:
UK: Ebury

An Unthinkable Crime
The Silent Epidemic of Sexual Abuse and a New Age of Reckoning
Janelle Nanos

A sweeping history of how child sexual abuse has been systematically 
concealed and minimized for decades—and how a courageous group of 
survivors, psychologists, and advocates are Þ ghting to expose the truth

Pulitzer Prize Þ nalist Janelle Nanos’s landmark book is the Þ rst to 
bring together the stories of three survivors of childhood abuse, as 
they struggle to seek accountability, along with the inspiring work of 
psychologists including Bessel van der Kolk, law enforcement ofÞ cers, 
lawyers, and advocates who have been Þ ghting on behalf of children 
for decades. 

In An Unthinkable Crime, Nanos shows how widespread denial 
of child abuse in the time of Sigmund Freud has reverberated for 
generations, fueling a professional culture of disbelief. Child sexual 
abuse was treated as “unthinkable”—a crime so taboo it was dismissed, 
ignored, or blamed on its victims. Then in the 1970s, a pioneering group 
of scholars and clinicians started to change the narrative. Nanos brings 
us inside the Harvard Trauma Study Group, where psychiatrists met 
to discuss what they were seeing in their patients. Their Þ erce belief 
in victims’ stories of abuse sparked a backlash in the 1990s, as groups 
like the False Memory Syndrome Foundation began questioning the 
veracity of recovered memories. The pendulum swung again when the 
Catholic Church scandals revealed the scale of the crisis and showed 
the prevalence of organized abuse. Artfully woven into this larger 
history are the testimonies of three women, as they deal with the 
devastating aftermath of their trauma.

“At times, readers may think they are devouring a true-crime 
thriller—that’s how expertly Janelle Nanos unspools the 

narrative.”—Amy Wallace, collaborator for Nobody’s Girl

“An inspiring, enraging, and deeply clarifying journalistic work.”
—Robert Kolker, author of Hidden Valley Road

“A gripping and nuanced portrait of human beings wrestling with 
pain, love, harm, and the complexities of belief itself.”—Rebecca 

Traister, author of Good and Mad



Ella Jacobson’s work has appeared in The Drift, The Guardian, and the 
Los Angeles Review of Books. She holds a master’s degree in cultural 
reporting and criticism from New York University, and was a 
National Endowment for the Arts Fellow in 2024.

Atria/WSP (Jan. 2027)
Territory: World 
Editor: Jenny Xu
Material: Final manuscript
Agent: Grace Johnson and 
Alice Whitwham

This Delicate Life
A Memoir of Accident and Aftermath
Ella Jacobson

*World rights to Atria*

A striking memoir in the vein of The Glass Castle, in which a young 
Alaskan woman must relearn how to live after accidentally killing a 

cyclist

When she was sixteen, Ella Jacobson drove through an intersection 
as a cyclist ran his red light. He died shortly after impact, while she 
was on the phone with the 911 operator. In those few minutes, her 
understanding of the world, and what it would allow, fell apart. 
In exquisite yet unß inching prose, This Delicate Life explores the 
experience of growing up when every narrative about living in the 
world—about goodness, about blame, about the moral arc of the 
universe—is proven wrong. It reckons with the difÞ culty of living in a 
world of random chance, where tragedy can happen without intention 
or reason.

Raised in Alaska, Ella did not grow up expecting the world to be a 
bloodless place. Her community of Fairbanks, spread across a beautiful 
and dangerous valley, was marked by drownings and snowmobile 
accidents, bush plane crashes and hypothermia. From her family too, 
she learned about legacies of violence and loss. But exposure did not 
prepare her for the shocking realization that anyone, without intent, 
can Þ nd themselves in the position of taking a life. In a culture that 
struggles with stories that don’t follow the redemptive arc of victim to 
survivor, or the easy justice of crime and punishment, This Delicate 
Life demonstrates the necessity of naming, of bearing grief, and of 
Þ nding something like peace—in remote cabins and gardens, and 
through friendship—after the unthinkable.

“This Delicate Life is one of those rare memoirs with real moral 
stakes on every page [...] It is impossible to forget this story.”

—Garrard Conley, New York Times bestselling author of Boy 
Erased

“A debut of startling intelligence, beauty, and restraint, This Delicate 
Life is a memoir that both thinks and feels deeply [...] devastating 

and luminous, and, most importantly, alive with the search for a new 
language for tragedy and accident.”—Meghan O’Rourke, New York 

Times bestselling author of The Invisible Kingdom
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Jeanne Marie Laskas is the author of eight books, including To 
Obama, Concussion, and Hidden America. Her writing has appeared in 
The New Yorker, The Atlantic, Esquire, The New York Times Magazine, 
and O, The Oprah Magazine. She is director of the Writing Program at 
the University of Pittsburgh. 

Random House (June 2027)
Territory: North America
Editor: Andy Ward
Material: Edited manuscript
Agent: Elyse Cheney
UK Agent: Natasha 
Fairweather @ RCW

International publishers of 
To Obama:
UK: Bloomsbury
Brazil: Intrinseca
China: Beijing Xiron Books
France: Fayard
Germany: Goldmann
Holland: HarperCollins
Taiwan: Yeren

Beautiful Indignities
Love, Loss, and Love Again on a Tiny Island in the Middle of the Sea
Jeanne Marie Laskas

A heartrending yet bracing memoir of one woman’s quest to move 
through grief, from the New York Times bestselling author of To 

Obama

You could say it was because of her husband Alex that Jeanne Marie 
Laskas found herself in a hospital bed on a far-ß ung Greek island 
with a 104° fever—that this whole thing started four and a half years 
earlier, with his death. When Alex died, Laskas tried to do everything 
she was supposed to do to rebuild. She got a dog, she sold their 
farm, she watched their daughter walk down the aisle. But her grief 
wouldn’t budge. She was a widow who couldn’t even say the word 
widow, not exactly progressing through the stages of grief. Denial, it 
turned out, was her factory setting.

Now, four years after Alex’s death, she had developed what you 
might call a system—spending her nights obsessively watching a 
TV show about a widow who drags her kids to Corfu, and most of 
her days in a running (and, yes, imaginary) conversation with her 
dead husband. “You, my dear, are stuck,” he Þ nally told her. So, 
desperate to make a change, she Þ gured: Why not spend the summer 
on that little Greek island? There, she’d Þ nally be able to grieve. But 
things didn’t go quite according to plan. She wound up delirious in a 
hospital bed on Corfu, her new landlady holding vigil in the waiting 
room, her dead husband still talking in her ear—and her heart, 
against all odds, beginning to crack open. Hilarious, wise, and deeply 
felt, Laskas’s memoir charts the long and winding path from sorrow 
to healing—and all the beautiful indignities in between. 



Jacob Gersen is the founder of the Harvard Food Law Lab and co-
editor of Food Law & Policy. He is a professor at Harvard Law School, 
and previously, he taught at the University of Chicago Law School. 
His work has been published in The New York Times, The Wall Street 
Journal, and Forbes.

Holt (April 2028)
Territory: North America
Editor: Tim Duggan
Material: Edited manuscript
Agent: Adam Eaglin
UK Agent: Matthew 
Marland @ RCW

Rights sold:
UK: Fourth Estate
Germany: Hanser

The Calorie Trap
How One Mistaken Metric Changed How We Eat
Jacob Gersen

From the founder of the Harvard Food Law Lab comes the story of how 
one mistaken metric transformed the way we eat, think, and live

In the winter of 1783–84, Antoine and Marie-Anne Lavoisier built 
a machine to measure caloric, an invisible ß uid they believed was 
the source of all heat and cold in the universe. Alas, caloric did not 
exist. Within a generation, caloric theory was dead. But the machine 
outlived it, and so did its unit of measurement: the calorie—a 
discredited idea that would continue to capture our imaginations. 

In The Calorie Trap, Harvard law professor Jacob Gersen follows 
the calorie out of the laboratories of Paris, Munich, Connecticut, and 
Boston and into the Department of Agriculture, the home economics 
movement, and the school cafeteria. Along the way, he reveals that 
nearly everything the calorie promises turns out to be false. It is not 
a measure of nutrition, nor an accurate prediction of how the body 
responds to food. And it cannot reliably be counted—not by eaters, 
not by dietitians, and not even by the artiÞ cial intelligence now being 
sold as the Þ x. But the real trap isn’t the arithmetic. It is the belief 
that counting correctly will make you healthy, and even happy—a 
philosophy of deprivation dressed as self-improvement, and easy to 
get stuck inside.

Braided through the calorie’s history is Gersen’s own. When his 
daughter was in high school, she was hospitalized for starving 
herself, counting the same numbers he had spent years teaching. 
Deeply personal, meticulously researched, and masterfully written, 
The Calorie Trap ultimately asks: is it possible that today’s way of 
eating is itself disordered? 



Allie Volpe is a correspondent at Vox, where she covers friendship, 
social health, loneliness, and relationships. Her writing has also 
appeared in The New York Times, The Atlantic, The Washington Post, 
Rolling Stone, and Playboy. 

St. Martin’s Press (June 2027)
Territory: North America
Editor: Sallie Lotz
Material: Edited manuscript
Agent: Isabel Mendía
UK Agent: Beniamino 
Ambrosi

We Still on for Tonight?
Tending to an Ecosystem of Friendship
Allie Volpe

Blending reportage, real stories, and actionable advice, a guide to 
maintaining both  old and new friendships in our busy, modern lives, 

for readers of Four Thousand Weeks and Platonic

To Vox reporter Allie Volpe, the most urgent question of our modern 
era is how to Þ x our friendships, and after years of reporting on 
the subject, she’s Þ nally writing a deÞ nitive guide to friendships. It 
might not surprise you to hear that people, nowadays, are lonelier 
than ever. And the more isolated people feel, the less they know how 
to connect with friends old and new. Even if you’re lucky enough 
to have a great group of friends, Volpe understands (because she 
hears this from her readers all the time, as they reach out to her 
for answers) that you probably feel like you don’t see them often 
enough, or that you don’t have the tools necessary to build deeper 
and more meaningful relationships with those in your life.

With an accessible, smart tone, We Still on for Tonight? will teach 
readers how to build a holistic lifestyle that centers friends—or, 
using the term coined by Volpe herself, how to create and tend to 
a “friendship ecosystem.” As Volpe lays out over the course of the 
book, folding in reporting, psychology, cultural history, and personal 
anecdotes, making and keeping friends doesn’t have to be hard. 
Instead, each chapter teaches readers a key skill that will make their 
friendships (new and old) easier and richer. 



Laura Pitcher is the US editor of Dazed, and her work has been 
published in The New York Times, The Cut, The Atlantic, The Guardian, 
and Vogue. 

Harper (June 2027)
Territory: World English
Editor: Kirby Sandmeyer
Material: Edited manuscript
Agent: Isabel Mendía
UK Agent: Beniamino 
Ambrosi

This Message Is for You
Seeking Meaning in the Age of the Algorithm
Laura Pitcher

An entertaining look at how new age practices like astrology and tarot 
are reconÞ gured through social media algorithms and wellness culture 

to create a new self-improvement spirituality

“If you’re seeing this, this message is for you . . .” We’ve all come 
across this kind of social media post in our feeds, as if a divine 
force has delivered a message speciÞ cally to us, rather than an AI 
algorithm that has simply learned our preferences. These posts 
are just one example of the growing practice of self-improvement 
spirituality. As young people today turn away from traditional 
religions, practices of the 1960s and ’70s New Age movement—
including astrology, tarot, yoga, and manifestation, among others—
are being infused with the language and instincts of wellness culture 
and social media to create a new personalizable religion—one that 
worships the highly-optimized self.

In This Message Is For You, Laura Pitcher chronicles the 
interconnected history of Western spirituality, the wellness industry, 
and capitalistic ideas of ascension to reveal how we’ve come to this 
moment—exploring what it means when the search for spiritual 
connection becomes yet another ceaseless pursuit of self-reÞ nement 
and curation, the toll of which can have real and sometimes 
devastating consequences. Pitcher blends historical research, cultural 
critique, and a range of interviews with practitioners to investigate 
our unshakeable desire for spiritual meaning, and what happens 
when the spiritual gap in our lives leads us to seek answers within 
the machine .
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Your Life without You
Why We Are Surrendering Ourselves to Machines and How To Reclaim 
Our Freedom
Zoë Hitzig

From a former OpenAI researcher and award-winning poet, a lyrical, 
urgent argument that by handing our feelings, relationships, and 

expertise to machines, we are surrendering the unknowability that 
makes us free, and a roadmap for reclaiming it

For two years, Harvard-trained economist Zoë Hitzig worked with 
Sam Altman’s team at OpenAI, researching what AI would do to 
us individually, interpersonally, and economically. She left when it 
became clear the company wasn’t interested in the questions she had 
joined to ask. Her essay was widely shared internationally, and she was 
proÞ led by the BBC, The Times of London, the Observer, the Frankfurter 
Allgemeine Zeitung, and L’Espresso. Drawing on her experience, including 
jaw-dropping behind-the-scenes conversations with Altman and 
other colleagues, she argues that we are translating more and more of 
ourselves into information that can be detached, optimized, and used 
without us. What we lose is an essential opacity, on which personal 
growth, love and friendship, and any economy where ordinary people 
hold power all depend.

The book moves outward through three relationships: to ourselves, 
to each other, and to the economy. Its reported scenes range from the 
“quantiÞ ed self” movement and Worldcoin; to baby monitors, location-
sharing, and AI companions; and to Mercor, a platform that turns human 
expertise into AI training data. Yet Hitzig also offers speciÞ c, actionable 
solutions that reimagine technology rather than retreat from it. For 
readers of Omar El Akkad, Shoshana Zuboff, and Jenny Odell, Your Life 
Without You is a potent moral exhortation.

Zoë Hitzig is a Junior Fellow at the Harvard Society of Fellows and 
received her PhD in economics from Harvard. She is the author of the 
poetry collections Mezzanine and Not Us Now, which won the Changes 
Book Prize selected by Louise Glück. Her essays and criticism have 
appeared in The New York Times, WIRED, The Bafß er, and The Drift, where 
she serves as poetry editor.  
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Transference
Jesse Barron

In the tradition of Janet Malcolm and Emmanuel Carrère, a genre-
bending work of narrative nonÞ ction that uses a landmark lawsuit to 
enter the consulting room from both sides, and turns Freud’s theory of 

transference into a lens on intimacy, power, and the stories we tell about 
our relationships

When Wall Street hedge fund manager Michael Pollack sued his former 
therapist, Heidi Kling, the two told wildly different stories about the 
same affair. For a decade they met in Kling’s consulting room for 
conversation, intimacy, and sex, while she continued to charge him as a 
patient. Pollack came to see the relationship as exploitation by a mental 
health professional. Kling saw a genuine romance followed by revenge 
from a jilted lover.

Expanding on his widely discussed Granta piece, investigative journalist 
Jesse Barron draws on thousands of pages of emails between the 
two, along with 800 pages of depositions, to explore the lives they 
led outside the consulting room, the psychedelic drugs and Þ nancial 
strains that complicated their entanglement, and the wider circle of 
analysts and patients drawn into its orbit. Because of doctor-patient 
conÞ dentiality, it is extraordinarily rare to take readers inside a real 
therapeutic relationship from both perspectives. Using the lawsuit as 
its spine, Transference opens up that sealed-off world, where the theory 
of transference, “Freud’s most original and radical discovery” in Janet 
Malcolm’s words, illuminates every twist. In the vein of The Art Thief and 
Marriage at Sea, it asks the questions that most unsettle us about our own 
intimate relationships.

Jesse Barron is a contributing writer at The New York Times Magazine, and 
his work has also appeared in Granta and Harper’s. His Esquire article 
“The Girl From Plainville” was adapted into a Hulu series, for which he 
was a producer. He received a Society for Features Journalism award in 
2025.



Simon & Schuster
Territory: North America
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Rights sold:
UK: HarperCollins

Model Parent
How an Epidemic of Overfunctioning Parents Led to a Generation of Un-
derfunctioning Kids and How We Can Do Better
Russell Shaw

Picking up where Anxious Generation left off, the authoritive 
framework to help parents stop project-managing their children’s lives 

and start modeling healthy living

In his thirty years as an educator, Russell Shaw saw Þ rsthand the rapid 
rise of parents who intervene in their children’s lives, whether doing 
homework alongside them or following them to college to do their 
laundry. Real reasons drive this kind of extreme behavior. Parents worry 
about about their children’s future, they know AI is going to steal jobs, 
and they want to protect their kids from the inevitable hurt that comes 
with growing up. In the last decade, though—with college acceptance 
rates at an all-time low and institutional distrust at an all-time high, 
with the post-covid collapse of boundaries between home and school—
the scale of these interventions has metastasized, and the result is a 
burgeoning mental health crisis among young people around the world.

The particular pressures look different in each country, whether the 
prestige of Oxford and Cambridge in the UK, the gaokao college 
entrance exam in China, or the “education arms race” that begins at age 
three in South Korea. In parents’ rush to relieve these pressures, Shaw 
argues that they are unintentionally depriving their children of the 
chance to develop resilience. The result is a generation of kids who can’t 
make decisions for themselves, don’t understand their own capacities, 
can’t problem solve, and aren’t set up to meet a rapidly changing world.
Shaw will weave international research and reporting throughout the 
book, so that alongside his witty storytelling, The Model Parent will be a 
comprehensive, authoritative guide for how to raise thriving humans.

Russell Shaw is the head of Georgetown Day School in Washington, 
D.C., with more than thirty years of experience in independent schools. 
He is a contributing writer for The Atlantic, where his essays on parenting 
have been among the magazine’s most read. 



Doubleday
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Rights sold:
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Being Human
James Watson and the Age of American Science
Kate Zernike

In the tradition of American Prometheus, the Þ rst major biography of 
James Watson, co-discverer of DNA’s double helix, and his legacy

Known as “the Einstein of biology,” James Watson was one of 
the most signiÞ cant scientiÞ c Þ gures of the twentieth century. He 
sparked a revolution in the life sciences, and with his co-discovery 
of DNA’s double helix structure, he upended our most fundamental 
understanding of life. Yet no major biography of him exists.

Being Human intends to remedy this gap. A sweeping story of genius, 
hubris, and the remaking of the Þ eld of biology, the book will paint a 
vivid portrait of the man who not only discovered the building blocks 
of life itself, but also laid the foundations and infrastructures that 
would lead to advancements in genetic engineering, cancer research, 
biotech, and more. A true public scientist, Watson advised presidents, 
created an international mecca at Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory, and 
directed the Human Genome Project. Perhaps because his inß uence 
was so widespread, the comments he made at the end of his life about 
race and intelligence made his fall from grace that much more dramatic. 
How do we consider such people, whose divergent thinking both helps 
humankind and sometimes causes harm? In this book, Zernike will 
consider these questions and more with care and a commitment to truth 
in all its complexity. Versed in the history of molecular biology, skilled in 
distilling scientiÞ c ideas into elegant and accessible prose, and anointed 
by Watson himself as his biographer, Zernike is perfectly positioned to 
write a classic of the genre. 

Kate Zernike has reported for The New York Times since 2000, and she 
was a member of a team of journalists who won the Pulitzer Prize in 
2002. She is the author of The Exceptions: Nancy Hopkins and the Fight for 
Women in Science and Boiling Mad: Behind the Lines in Tea Party America. 



Harper Via
Territory: World English
Editor: Rakesh Satyal
Material: Full manuscript
Agent: Adam Eaglin

In the mold of Remarkably Bright Creatures, a story of a carefree, 
bold, self-assured woman at a crossroads, reevaluating her previous 

life and questioning what it may mean to start anew 

On the second anniversary of her husband Tony’s death—which also 
happens to be her 49th birthday—Mala Sen decides it’s Þ nally time to 
clear out her husband’s old Þ les. Here she discovers a strange folder 
recording payments to a store across town, going back for over a 
decade. Mala visits the store to solve the mystery, only to discover that 
Tony had an affair and a secret child. Desperate to learn more, Mala 
befriends Etka, the other woman, by fudging the details of her identity, 
meanwhile seeking out Tony’s old friend in the neighborhood, Mr. 
Tariq Khan, a talk show host whose glamorous life seems so at odds 
with the husband Mala thought she knew.

Remarkably funny and moving, The Affairs of Mala Sen vividly 
captures place, community, and relationships, and it is impossible not 
to fall in love with the characters of the Anand Lok housing complex 
where Mala lives. Basu’s novel is a tender portrait of mothers and 
daughters that tells a story of renewal, acceptance, and the ever-
constant search for ourselves.

Diksha Basu is the international bestselling and critically-acclaimed 
author of Destination Wedding and The Windfall. Her writing has 
appeared in The New York Times, Vogue, the BBC, Cosmopolitan, and 
New York Magazine’s The Strategist.

The Affairs of Mala Sen
A Novel
Diksha Basu
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