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For all translation enquiries please contact: 
<^{k« J¯«k· at james@blakefriedmann.co.uk  

@sg~zk /®rkªs|q®~| at nicole@blakefriedmann.co.uk 
 

For film and television enquiries please contact: 
>k·z^ 6^®®^fs at leyla@blakefriedmann.co.uk 

 
English Language markets and audio are handled by each author’s primary agent: 

=^®k *¯ªyk 
kate@blakefriedmann.co.uk  
4s|z^· +r^ªzk«µ~ª®r 

finlay@blakefriedmann.co.uk 
7«~fkz -s¶~|  

isobel@blakefriedmann.co.uk  
Ns`| /zzs«ã?^ª®s| 

sian@blakefriedmann.co.uk  
<¯zs^| 4ªski{^|| 

julian@blakefriedmann.co.uk 
<¯zsk® Jsgykªs|q 

juliet@blakefriedmann.co.uk 
 

We work direct in the following markets: 
Brazil, the Baltics, Germany, Greece, Holland, Italy, Israel, the Nordics 

 
We are represented overseas by: 

*¯zq^ªs^ Mira Droumeva, Andrew Nurnberg Agency | +ª~^®s^Ï *~«|s^Ï ?^gki~|s^Ï Nz~´k|s^ ^|i 
Nkªfs^ Antonija Radiŏ, Corto Literary Agency | +rs|^ Jackie Huang, Andrew Nurnberg Agency | 
+ºkgrs^ Kristin Olson Literary Agency | 4ª^|gk Vanessa Kling & Michèle Kanonidis, La Nouvelle 

Agence |  6¯|q^ª· Orsi Mészáros, Katai & Bolza | <^§^| Hamish Macaskill & Shreya De Sousa, The 
English Agency |  =~ªk^ Rockyoung Lee & Bokyoung Park, KCC | J~z^|i Dominika Bojanowska, 

Andrew Nurnberg Agency | M~{^|s^ Andreea FocǓŇneanu, Simona Kessler Agency |  M¯««s^ 
Anastasia Falcón Arjarova, Andrew Nurnberg Agency | N~¯®r "«s^ Weerawat ‘Big’ Techakijjathorn, 
Andrew Nurnberg Agency| N§^s| ĉ J~ª®¯q^z Teresa Vilarrubla & Júlia Garrigós, The Foreign Office | 
P^sµ^| Whitney Hsu, Andrew Nurnberg Agency | P¯ªyk· Hasret Parlak Torun, Anatolialit Agency 

 
Full author backlist details are available on request. 
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2026 Frankfurt Book Fair 
Hotlist Titles 

Fiction 
THE SHEPHERDESS  
by Hannah Braithwaite 
Literary. A mesmerising debut following a 
young woman adrift, drawn into a love triangle 
with two brothers on a Northumberland sheep 
farm. A darkly-tinged pastoral told over four 
seasons in disarmingly beautiful prose equal to 
the sensuous, threatened world it depicts. 
J^qk ¿¾Î 
 

ROOM 801: WATCHERS  
by Andy Briggs 
Thriller. Nz~µ 6~ª«k« meets Prk Xã4szk« in this 
trilogy-opener, following the workings of a 
mysterious off-books government agency 
monitoring extraterrestrial activity. J^qk ¿¿Î 
 

THE LIGHT AT THE END OF 
THE WORLD by Will Dean 
Thriller. High-concept, speculative thriller set 
in a nearly deserted London where very few 
people remain and one of them is a killer. 
N®^®s~| /zk´k| meets 7|gk§®s~|. J^qk À¾Î 
 

BOILING POINT  
by Sammy Hyde 
Romance. A Jane Eyre-inspired rom-com set 
on a sweeping farmstead in rural Australia, 
BOILING POINT questions whether Jane would 
fall for Rochester in today’s world… For lovers 
of simmering, enemies-to-lovers tension and 
undeniable chemistry served with a side of 
tantalising food. J^qk ÀÄÎ 
 

YOU’LL NEVER FIND ME  
by Diane Jeffrey 
Thriller. A gripping slice of domestic suspense 
set between Southern France and the South 
West England, from the QN" P~i^· bestseller, 
perfect for fans of Lisa Jewell, Claire Douglas 
and Freida McFadden. J^qk Á¾Î 
 

WICKER by Ursula Wills 
Fantasy. An original, wickedly humorous and 
haunting collection of fables exploring love, 
envy and revenge, soon to be a major motion 
picture starring Olivia Colman and Alexander 
Skarsgard. J^qk ÂÃÎ 
 

THE PHIAL  
by Edward Wilson-Lee 
Literary. From an acclaimed writer of prize-
winning historical non-fiction comes a literary 
detective story for fans of Prk @^{k ~p ®rk 
M~«kÏ and J~««k««s~|. Set in the alleys of 
contemporary London, where a phial said to 
contain the tears of Christ launches an 
engrossing, puzzle box of a book. J^qk ÂÄÎ 

Non-Fiction 
INTIMATE ENEMIES  
by Dr. Gianmarco Contino 
Science. A narrative guide to the genomic age 
of cancer, blending science and history in 
gripping fashion, INTIMATE ENEMIES is an 
essential book for readers of Siddhartha 
Mukherjee, Rachel Clarke and Carlo Rovelli. 
J^qk Ã¿Î 
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THRILLER 

 

BELOW THE DECK 
Nikki Allen 

 

 " §¯z«kã§~¯|is|q ik«®s|^®s~| ®rªszzkª §kªpkg® p~ª p^|« ~p M¯®r W^ªk 
^|i >¯g· +z^ªyk  
 
‘Nikki Allen is one to watch.’ – Sarah Goodwin 
 
‘I couldn’t put it down.’ – T.J Emerson 
 
‘A great summer pick.’ – Amanda Reynolds 
 
On a sun-soaked voyage around enchanting French Polynesia, three 
rising stars, their CEO and their partners are living the dream: cocktails, 
coral reefs, and the promise of reward after a year of hard work. 
 
But as the tight quarters of their luxury superyacht close in, tensions 
emerge – not just between the guests, but the jaded crew serving them. 
Soon, secrets surface, marriages crack, and danger stalks guests below 
the deck. And when a passenger is found dead, it’s clear the glossy 
facade has shattered forever. 
 
Because here on the high seas, everyone’s hiding something – and no 
one can escape what they've done… 
 
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
Nikki is a former journalist and copywriter, and a qualified therapist. 
Nikki was born in Holland, grew up the only Jewish kid in her 
Worcestershire village, and now lives in North London with her family. 
 
Her previous thriller, P6/ 67-/"W"Y, set in a Costa Rican rainforest, 
was published by Pan Macmillan in 2025. 

 
Agent: Kate Burke 
UK Editor: Raphaella Demetris 
 
Rights sold 
WEL Pan Macmillan 

PB: July 2026 
Audio: July 2026 

 
Germany Fischer Verlag 
 
 

Option publishers 
Romania Editura Niculescu 
 
 
384 pages 
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CRIME 

 

WILD THINGS NEVER DIE  
Tannie Maria Mystery #5  

Sally Andrew 

 

 4~ª p^|« ~p *~||sk 5^ª{¯«Ï Msgr^ªi B«{^| ^|i <^§^|k«k ìrk^zs|q 
psg®s~|í å µs®r ^| "pªsg^| ®µs«®Î *kz~´ki g~~y ^|i gªs{kã«~z´kª 
P^||sk ?^ªs^ s« f^gyÏ µs®r {~ªk {·«®kª·Ï «^qk ^i´sgk ^|i ^{^ºs|q 
g^ykÓ  
 

‘The perfect recipe for a murder mystery series… With an average of 4/5 
stars on Goodreads, you can bet that these funny and charming books 
are well worth adding to your TBR.’ – W~{^| ĉ 6~{k  
 

The first four Tannie Maria mysteries were all Number 1 or Top 5 
bestsellers in South Africa and the spin-off cookbook was a hit too. P6/ 
?7>= P"MP ?QM-/MN was the winner of the Nielsen SA Book Award for 
Fiction 2023. The M/+7J/N 4BM >BV/ "@- ?QM-/M PV «kªsk« stars 
Outlander’s Maria Doyle Kennedy. A hit on M-Net in South Africa, Acorn 
TV brought it to the US, UK, Canada, New Zealand, Australia and Latin 
America and it was recently broadcast on UKTV’s U&Drama channel. 
Nominated for several awards, Season 2 is now out in SA and on Acorn. 
 

*~~y ¿Ð M/+7J/N 4BM >BV/ ĉ ?QM-/M: a Kirkus Best Book of 2015; a 
Wall Street Journal Best Mystery Book 2015; Bookseller Fiction Editor’s 
Choice 2015; Good Housekeeping Book of the Month 2015; Oprah’s 
Bookclub ‘16 Books for 2016’; Longlisted Sunday Times Fiction Prize 
2016. P"@@7/ ?"M7" ĉ P6/ N"P"@7+ ?/+6"@7+Ï -/"P6 B@ P6/ 
>7?JBJB and P6/ ?7>= P"MP ?QM-/MN followed to acclaim and 
readers’ joy. 
 

W7>- P67@5N @/V/M -7/: After the trauma of her last investigation, 
food-loving agony aunt Tannie Maria is wrestling her fear of the dark. But 
that won’t stop her from going undercover at a luxury game lodge with 
her policeman fiancé, Detective Henk Kannemeyer. Their mission: to 
save rare wildflowers from mysterious thieves. But when Maria and her 
trusted journalist companion Jessie arrive, they’re faced with an entirely 
different crime altogether – murder. 
 

Maria mingles with a motley crew of guests to winkle out their secrets, 
working with the Anti-Poaching Unit in a battle against the criminals. But 
as events unfold, Maria edges closer to danger than she’d intended… 
 

  

"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
Sally Andrew divides her time between the Cape Town coast and a nature 
reserve near the small town of Ladismith in the Klein Karoo, South Africa. 
She lives with her renowned wildlife artist partner, among various wild 
creatures (including, as she says, ‘a giant eland and a secretive leopard’). 

Agent: Isobel Dixon 
SA Editor: Marida Fitzpatrick 
 
Rights sold 
Southern Africa Umuzi 

TPB: May 2026 
Audio: May 2026 

 
 
TV BothWorlds / M-Net / Acorn 
TV 
 
 
432 pages 
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LITERARY 

 

RAVEHEART 
Graeme Armstrong 

 

 6¯{^| Pª^ppsg {kk®« ¿ÇÆÂÑ g¯z® ª^´k g~{ki· {kk®« §~zs®sg^z 
§^ª^fzkÐ ^| k|®kª®^s|s|qÏ µrs§ã«{^ª® ®^zk ®~zi ®rª~¯qr ®rk k·k« ~p 
is«§^ª^®k ªkfkz ª^´kª« 
  
B|k ~p 5ª^|®^í« ì*k«® Y~¯|q *ªs®s«r @~´kzs«®«í À¾ÀÁ 
 

‘Graeme Armstrong is the real deal.’ – Douglas Stuart  
 

‘Graeme Armstrong confronts the twin promises of utopia and madness 
in a time before the internet’s colonisation of the mind… This book made 
me want to call some heads, rent a farmhouse, get a sound system and 
neck several pills. In fact, I might just do that.’ – Irvine Welsh  
 
‘Armstrong’s passion for the subculture is infectious… Beyond the glow 
sticks and the beats lies the compelling and universal question of what it 
means to be fully alive.’ – Suzi Feay, Prk 5¯^ªis^| 
 

William Patterson – better known as DJ Turbo – is living a dystopian 
nightmare after his glory days as resident spinner at a local Coatbridge 
ice rink have been snatched from him. As an ultranationalist regime 
sweeps to power, the government cracks down on youth culture, drugs, 
and electronica. Incensed by a ban of their beloved tunes, Turbo and his 
comrades launch a rave revolt – resurrecting the illegal warehouse 
parties in this new darker Britain, as a powerful act of resistance. 
 

But, as the political situation escalates and secret police surveil every 
corner of society, Turbo and his troops fly ever closer to the sun in the 
dangerous world of the anti-rave abolition paramilitary. Mixing euphoric 
anthems, psychotropic chemicals, and peaceful insurrection, they will 
fight the war of the rave. Deciding who to trust – and who may betray the 
cause – is everything. The future of the whole nation is on the line… but 
can Turbo be the hero not just of rave, but of Britain? 
 

Hilarious, tragic, and clever, this narcotic trip of novel is a meta, 
mayhem-filled, cultural coup d'état and cult-classic in the making, from 
one of our most electrifying writers. 
 

"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
Graeme Armstrong is a Scottish writer from Airdrie. His teenage years 
were spent within gang culture. Alongside overcoming drug addiction, 
alcohol abuse and violence, he defied expectation to read English at the 
University of Stirling; he then achieved a Masters in Creative Writing. He 
is currently undertaking a PhD at the University of Strathclyde. In 2023, 
Graeme was chosen as one of 5ª^|®^’s Best of Young British Novelists. 
 

His bestselling debut novel, P6/ YBQ@5 P/"? (Picador, 2020) won a 
Betty Trask Award, a Somerset Maugham Award, and the Scots Book of 
the Year 2021. The BBC series is in development for broadcast in 2027, 
as is a theatre production. 

Agent: Juliet Pickering 
UK Editor: Michelle Kane 
 
Rights sold 
UKexCan 4th Estate (pre-empt) 

HB: June 2026 
PB: May 2027 
Audio: August 2026 

 
Film/TV Warp Films 
 
432 pages 
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CONTEMPORARY 

 

THE WONDER OF YOU 
Dani Atkins 

 

 4ª~{ ®rk fk«®«kzzs|q ^¯®r~ª ~p ">W"YN YBQ "@- ?/ g~{k« ^ 
rk^ª®ã«®sªªs|q «®~ª· ~p g~||kg®s~|Ï g~¯ª^qk ^|i ®rk ys|i ~p z~´k 
®r^® z^«®« p~ªk´kª 
 
B´kª ÀÃÏ¾¾¾ g~§sk« «~zi 
 
‘Dani Atkins is the undisputed queen of fiction that packs a huge 
emotional punch.’ – 6k^® 
  
One summer storm. One split second. Two lives changed forever. 
 
Ellie Harker doesn’t believe in fate, only hard work and keeping her heart 
safe. Rhys Davies used to believe in love, until heartbreak left him 
focused on his little girl. When lightning strikes them both, an 
unexplainable connection sparks between two strangers. 
 
P6/ WB@-/M B4 YBQ is a tender, emotional story of second chances, 
unexpected connections and the kind of love that arrives when you least 
expect it. 
 
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
Dani has been writing for fun all her life but made writing her full-time 
career after the 2013 publication of her novel 4M"+PQM/-Î 
4M"+PQM/- has been published in sixteen languages and has sold more 
than half a million copies since first publication in the UK. 
 
Dani is the author of many other bestselling novels. In 2018, P67N >BV/ 
won the Romantic Novel of the Year Award at the RNA awards in London 
and in 2022, " N=Y 4Q>> B4 NP"MN won the Contemporary Award for 
Romantic Fiction. In 2023, N7X -"YN won the RNA Jackie Collins Award. 
 
">W"YN YBQ "@- ?/ has sold over 100,000 copies and has over 
25,000 reviews on Amazon. 

 
Agent: Kate Burke 
UK Editor: Maisie Lawrence 
 
Rights sold 
WEL Amazon/Lake Union 

PB: April 2026 
Audio: April 2026 

 
Germany Droemer 
Holland De Fontein 
 

Option publishers 
Brazil Ýk¶J~ª®¯q^zÏ "|q~z^ ĉ 
?~^{fs©¯kÞ HarperCollins 
Brazil 
Czechia Jota 
Denmark Forlaget Zara 
Italy Giunti 
Poland Harde 
Russia Azbooka-Atticus 
 
413 pages 
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FANTASY 

 

SHADOWS OF THE BURNING 
MOOR 

Kenny Boyle 

 

 4sª«® s| ^ i^ªyz· s|®~¶sg^®s|q ®ªsz~q· «~zi ^® ^¯g®s~| s| ®rk Q= å ̂  
p~zy r~ªª~ª ®rªszzkªÏ z^gki µs®r p^|®^«·Ï f· ^| k¶gs®s|q ·~¯|q 
Ng~®®s«r µªs®kª 
  
Connor and his wife Morgan are starting a new life. Connor’s uncle has 
died, and they’ve inherited his croft home on an island in the Outer 
Hebrides. So they are leaving Edinburgh, along with their dog Rumour, 
excited about their fresh start as crofters. 
 

But it soon becomes clear that there are people in the village who don’t 
want them there, people who think they deserve the old house and land 
much more than this outsider couple do. People who will go to great 
lengths to make them leave. 
 

When a wildfire erupts on the moors the simmering tensions in the village 
ignite as well, and Connor and Morgan find themselves harried by nightly 
visitors. But are these attackers human, or is something more sinister 
and supernatural at work? 
 

N®ª^|qkª Prs|q« in Stornaway springs to mind, but Kenny’s work is bold 
and unique. 
 
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
Kenny Boyle was born in Stornoway on the Isle of Lewis, son of a 
Hebridean mother and Irish father. He now divides his time between his 
home in Falkirk and the Isle of Lewis. He was named Most Influential Scot 
on TikTok by Spey Agency in 2025, is the winner of Scotland’s New 
Playwrights’ Award 2021 and was a finalist for the Imison Prize for Radio 
Drama in 2023. He turned one of his plays into a debut novel, P6/ P7+= 
"@- P6/ PB+= B4 P6/ +MB+B-7>/ +>B+= (Eye Books). 
 

A dedicated gamer, reader, film and comic-book fan, Kenny is also an 
ardent advocate for Scotland’s Gaelic language and culture, 
enthusiastically sharing intriguing details of little-known folklore with a 
huge social media audience: over 364,000 across TikTok, Instagram and 
Facebook around the world. 
 

As an actor, Kenny starred in feature film >~«® ^® +rªs«®{^«, and 
appeared in the BBC Scotland sitcom Ng~® N©¯^i, and BBC Alba’s An t- 
Eilean. He is artistic director of a small theatre company which regularly 
tours around Scotland performing murder mysteries in castles and 
stately homes.  

Agent: Isobel Dixon 
UK Editor: Kit Nevile  
 
Rights sold 
UKexCan Hodder & Stoughton (at 
auction) 

HB: July 2027 
PB: February 2028 
Audio: July 2027 

US+Can On submission 
 
73,000 words 
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LITERARY 

 

THE SHEPHERDESS 
Hannah Braithwaite 

 

  
" {k«{kªs«s|q zs®kª^ª· ikf¯® µs®r kgr~k« ~p *MB=/@ +BQ@PMY 
^|i ^ is«^§§k^ªs|q §^«®~ª^z /|qz^|iÏ P6/ N6/J6/M-/NN p~zz~µ« 
^ ·~¯|q µ~{^| iª^µ| s|®~ ^ z~´k ®ªs^|qzk fk®µkk| ®µ~ fª~®rkª« 
  
Adrift, Alma meets brothers Harry and Robbie Sadik in a village pub, with 
no inkling that her life is about to change dramatically. As winter loosens 
its grip in the March thaw, she agrees to take up seasonal work on their 
Northumberland sheep farm and soon finds herself in a landscape of 
great beauty, redolent with legend. Here she must confront the harsher 
realities of hill farming, but also come to terms with who she is, and who 
she wants to be. 
 
Living with the brothers, but drawn especially to thoughtful Harry, she is 
enthralled by what she learns among the flock, on the land, and in the 
old farmhouse, where she pores over the folklore-rich novels written by 
their late grandmother. But Harry also works for an international 
company, travelling often and leaving Alma and Robbie to strike sparks 
in different ways. Over the seasons, through lambing, shearing, 
heatwave, drought and fire, the trio will soon realise that the greatest 
threats may come from within. 
 
Hannah’s lyrical sensibility and elegant, assured prose flows through the 
pages of her debut novel, which pulses with deep love for her home 
landscape. Set in 2016, P6/ N6/J6/M-/NN feels at once Edenic and 
timeless, yet also deeply relevant, as the novel considers issues of 
identity and belonging and how the climate crisis informs our relationship 
with the natural world. 
 
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
Hannah Braithwaite grew up in the North East of England and lives in 
London with her partner and their three children. Her work, including 
P6/ N6/J6/M-/NN manuscript, has been shortlisted and longlisted in 
competitions for emerging novelists. She has written poetry since a 
young age and a recent short story features in >s®ª~ Q=. She works for the 
BBC and has more than ten years of experience writing scripts for news 
anchors. 
 
Hannah is currently writing her next novel P6/ 5>"NN6BQN/, partly 
inspired by her grandmother, a gardener’s daughter who grew up in the 
servants’ quarters of a stately home. 
 

Agent: Isobel Dixon 
 
Rights sold 
UKexCan On submission 
US+Can On submission 
 
 
86,000 words 
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THRILLER 

 

ROOM 801: WATCHERS 
Andy Briggs 

 

 Prk psª«® s| ^ |kµ N>BW 6BMN/N {kk®« ®rk Xã47>/N ®ªsz~q·Ï µs®r 
p~ªkµ~ªi µªs®®k| f· fk«®«kzzs|q ^¯®r~ª Jk®kª <^{k«  
  
Detective Constable Ophelia Cross watched a wanted man lifted into the 
sky by something that shouldn’t exist. Her Police Report filed away; her 
career over. Finn Locke was an ex-cyber hacker until a leaked file cost 
him everything. Then, one night, he saw something that broke every rule 
of physics he thought he understood. 
 
Now they’re the latest recruits to Room 801: a Whitehall department so 
secret that most in the government don’t know it exists. For thirty years 
its staff have logged every sighting, every impossible report – everything 
that can’t be explained – and filed it away. Their orders have always been 
the same: i~ |~®rs|qÎ But the Government – with four other 
governments – want answers and they are recruiting younger, more 
curious people, people who have experienced something that cannot be 
explained. 
 
A rural crime incident in Wiltshire reveals a disturbing truth. Finn and 
Ophelia are watched by shadowy figures in the village. Lights over the 
fields aren’t drones. Even the notorious local criminals are worried. The 
deeper Cross and Locke dig, the clearer it becomes: the people in charge 
of Room 801 aren’t hiding the truth… They’re losing control of it. 
 
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
Andy is a writer, producer, director and conservationist. He has worked 
on TV projects for Syfy, Netflix, ITV and Amazon and has written for 
Paramount Pictures and Warner Bros. He writes crime novels under the 
name M G Cole and Sam Oman, comics, graphic novels and YA novels. 
 
Andy rebooted the classic character P"M\"@, with a series of 
contemporary books which were bestsellers across the UK. He is writing 
an adaptation for a major streamer.  
 

Agent: Julian Friedmann 
UK Editor: Carolyn Mays 
 
Rights sold 
WEL Bedford Square Publishers  

  PB: June 2027 
  Audio: June 2027 

 
 
85,000 words 
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HISTORICAL 

 

BENBECULA 
Graeme Macrae Burnet 

 

 " i^ªy ^|i g~{§kzzs|q |~´kzz^ ^f~¯® ^ ªk^zãzspk ¿Ç®rãgk|®¯ª· 
{¯ªikª s| ®rk B¯®kª 6kfªsik« f· ®rk ®µsgk *~~ykªã|~{s|^®ki 
^¯®r~ª ~p 67N *>BB-Y JMB</+P 
  

Nr~ª®zs«®ki p~ª ®rk À¾ÀÄ W^z®kª Ng~®® Jªsºk p~ª 6s«®~ªsg^z 4sg®s~|  
>~|qzs«®ki p~ª ®rk 6sqrz^|i *~~y Jªsºk ^|i +W" 6s«®~ªsg^z -^qqkª 
 

‘A literary trickster writing at the peak of his powers.’ – Waterstones 
 

‘An elegant, eerie volume.’ – Stuart Kelly, Prk Ng~®«{^| 
 

‘A writer of great skill and authority.’ – 4s|^|gs^z Ps{k«  
 

On 9th July 1857, Angus MacPhee, a 25-year-old labourer from Liniclate 
on the island of Benbecula, murdered his father, mother and aunt. At 
trial in Inverness he was found to be criminally insane and confined in the 
Criminal Lunatic Department in Perth until 1899. He was then 
transferred to Inverness prison till his death at 68.  
 

*/@*/+Q>" tells the story of the events leading up to these murders 
through the eyes, some years later, of Angus’s elder brother Malcolm, 
interspersed with scenes from Malcolm’s current life on the croft – 
though as we read Malcolm’s account, we begin to suspect that Angus 
might not have been the only member of the MacPhee family to be 
touched by madness… 
 

*/@*/+Q>" was commissioned by Polygon for their Darkland Tales 
series – where Scotland’s best writers (including Val McDermid, Denise 
Mina, Alan Warner and others) re-imagine true stories from the country’s 
past, each uniquely updating the tales. 
 
 

"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
Graeme Macrae Burnet was brought up in Kilmarnock, Ayrshire and now 
lives in Glasgow. He has also lived in Czechia, France, Portugal and 
London and has appeared at festivals and events all over the world. 
 

His first novel, P6/ -7N"JJ/"M"@+/ B4 "-3>/ */-/"Q was 
published by Saraband, and received a New Writer’s Award from the 
Scottish Book Trust as well as being longlisted for the Waverton Good 
Read Award.  A second Inspector Gorski novel, P6/ "++7-/@P B@ P6/ 
"ÁÃ, was published in 2017, and the trilogy was completed with " +"N/ 
B4 ?"PM7+7-/ in 2024, which won the Best International Crime Fiction 
prize at the 2025 Ned Kelly Awards. 67N *>BB-Y JMB</+P (2015) won 
the Saltire Society Fiction Book of the Year Award, and was shortlisted 
for the Man Booker Prize and the LA Times Book Awards. His standalone 
novel, +"N/ NPQ-Y (2021), was longlisted for the Booker Prize. 

Agent: Isobel Dixon 
UK Editor: Jamie Crawford  
US Editor: Dan Wells 
 

Rights sold 
UKexCan Polygon/WF Howes 

HB: October 2025 
PB: May 2026 
Audio: October 2025 

US+Can Biblioasis/RB Media 
TPB: November 2025 
Audio: November 2025 

 

Spain Impedimenta 
Catalonia Crims.cat 
 

Option publishers 
Brazil Todavia 
Estonia Varrak 
Greece Metaixmio 
Japan Hayakawa 
Lithuania Alma Littera 
Poland Czarne 
Romania Editura Art  
Russia Eskmo 
Taiwan Babel 
Turkey Monokl 
 

176 pages 
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LITERARY 

 

THE VIOLET HOUR 
James Cahill 

 

 /¶rsz^ª^®s|qÏ s|®~¶sg^®s|q «®~ª· ~p ikgk§®s~| ^|i ik«sªk s| ®rk 
s|®kª|^®s~|^z ^ª® µ~ªzi 
  
‘THE VIOLET HOUR manages to transcend the hurdles of its subject 
matter and take us along as rapt voyeurs… a convincing and compelling 
portrait of a very rarefied world.’ – Jay McInerney, @kµ Y~ªy Ps{k« 
 

‘Lucid and evocative.’ – -^sz· Pkzkqª^§r  
 

‘Enthrallingly intricate… with characters whose stories and 
psychological hinterlands are successfully interlinked through the mesh 
of art, money and desire.’ – Lucasta Miller, Prk 5¯^ªis^|  
 
Thomas Haller has achieved the level of fame most artists only dream of: 
glamorous global shows, paintings sold for a fortune. The vision he 
presents is that of an elusive genius at the top of his game. 
 

But who is the real Thomas Haller? His oldest friend and former dealer, 
Lorna, might once have known — before Thomas traded their intimacy 
for the promises of fame and fortune he has achieved via Claude Berlins, 
his ruthless new dealer. 
 

Artworld luminaries gather at Claude’s London gallery on the eve of the 
first Thomas Haller show in six years. In New York, property mogul and 
obsessive art collector Leo J. Goffman is at first delighted to read in 
Artforum of Haller’s return — then incensed to find that the painting he 
so fiercely desires is already sold. And the sudden death of a young man 
— falling from a London tower block — shakes everyone, setting off a 
chain of events that will lead these characters back into the past, to 
confront who they were, all they have lost and what they have become. 
 
 

"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
James Cahill is a writer, critic and art historian. He studied Classics and 
English at Oxford, has an MA in contemporary art from the Courtauld 
Institute and a PhD in Classics from Cambridge. His debut P7/JB>B 
*>Q/ (Sceptre, 2022) was shortlisted for the Authors’ Club Best First 
Novel Award and a featured title for The Queen’s Reading Room. His 
writing on art has appeared in publications including P>N, >" Mk´skµ ~p 
*~~y«, and the >M*. He has written books and essays on contemporary 
artists including Maggi Hambling, Damien Hirst and Juan Muñoz and is 
in regular demand for exhibition and anthology commissions. His non-
fiction work on David Hockney’s Californian period, P6/ */V/M>Y 
67>>N 6BQN/W74/ was published by Thames & Hudson in August 
2026. He divides his time between London and Los Angeles. 

Agent: Isobel Dixon 
UK Editor: Ansa Kahn Kattak 
US Editor: Claiborne Hancock 
 
Rights sold 
UKexCan Sceptre 

HB: February 2025 
PB: February 2026 
Audio: February 2026 

US+Can Pegasus / Dreamscape 
HB: March 2026 
Audio: March 2026 
 

Spain Urano 
 
341 pages 

https://www.nytimes.com/2026/02/28/books/review/violet-hour-james-cahill.html
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CONTEMPORARY 

 

THIS BRIGHT LIFE 
Karen Campbell 

 

 Wªs®®k| µs®r qªk^® rk^ª® ^|i k{§^®r·Ï P67N *M756P >74/ s« ^ 
§ª~p~¯|i |~´kz ^f~¯® ®rk r¯qk ªs§§zk« gªk^®ki f· «{^zz ^g®s~|« 
  
Nr~ª®zs«®ki p~ª *k«® 4sg®s~| ^® ®rk @^®s~|^z *~~y "µ^ªi« Ng~®z^|i 
ÝN^z®sªk N~gsk®·Þ À¾ÀÃ 
 

‘Her words paint pictures with the touch of an old master. Ultimately life-
affirming, this gritty novel will take you to dark places, but it's one 
beautiful, uplifting journey.’ – Janice Hallett 
 

‘Karen writes with such a rare and deep understanding of people and 
every word of her stories earns its keep. P67N *M756P >74/ is dark, 
moving and compassionate… I adore it.’ – Joanna Cannon  
 
 

Three strangers, one moment – and nothing is ever the same again. 
  
Margaret – an elderly widow who just wants to be left with her memories 
and her quiet, contained life.  
Claire – newly divorced, downsizing into the neighbourhood and way too 
busy to mend a broken heart.  
Gerard – a tearaway twelve-year-old who hates his name but loves his 
little brother and sister. Gerard is a bright kid, but trouble always follows 
him. No one really knows what it’s like at home; he’s used to carrying a 
lot on his small shoulders.  
 

Gerard doesn’t always make good decisions. One morning, he makes a 
very bad one, upending not just his world, but the lives of Margaret and 
Claire too. Both heart-breaking and life-affirming, P67N *M756P >74/ is 
a story of messy lives, second chances and the many hands it takes to 
build a boy.  
 
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
Karen Campbell is originally from Glasgow and lives in south-west 
Scotland. She graduated from Glasgow University’s Creative Writing 
Masters, and won an SAC New Writers Award and a Creative Scotland 
Bursary. Before turning to writing, she was a police officer in Glasgow, 
then press officer with Glasgow City Council. Her eighth novel, J"J/M 
+QJ (Canongate 2022) was a Waterstones Scotland Book of the Month 
and won the 2023 Blairgowrie Bookmark Prize. 
 

Karen has appeared on Radio 4 W~{k|í« 6~¯ª, Radio 3’s Prk Vkªf, 
Radio Scotland and BBC television’s *sq Ng~®®s«r *~~y +z¯f. 

Agent: Juliet Pickering 
UK Editor: Leah Woodburn 
 
Rights sold 
UKexCan Canongate/Bolinda 

HB: March 2025 
PB: March 2026 
Audio: March 2025 

 
Turkey Nemesis 
 
298 pages 
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LITERARY 

 

PLOK 
Edward Carey 

 

 " *kgyk®®s^| «s|q¯z^ªÏ «§kzzfs|is|q |~´kz ^f~¯® sik|®s®· ^|i §z^gkÏ 
r~{k ^|i z~««Ï ^|i fkz~|qs|qÏ µs®r szz¯«®ª^®s~|« f· ®rk ^¯®r~ª 
 
‘An invitation to enchantment, to memory, to poetry, to philosophy, and 
to the extraordinary world where the contours of Carey's characters and 
the contours of ourselves merge, where we begin to see ourselves better 
through Carey’s eyes.’ – Yiyun Li 
 
ìPLOK joins the pantheon of remarkable imaginary cities. One part Alfred 
Kubin’s THE OTHER SIDE and all parts wildly original, Carey’s creation 
here is very funny, sad, disturbing, and destined to become a classic. A 
fascinating page-turner.’ – Jeff VanderMeer 
 
The city of Plok is no more. It has fallen into a sinkhole of enormous 
proportions.  
 
While it is illegal to have come from Plok, some of its people are still 
about, unlawfully meeting in derelict buildings to remember their lost 
home. When discovered, they are hounded and disappeared from the 
city streets. 
 
An undercover police officer, pretending to be from Plok, successfully 
disguises himself among the last handful of Plok survivors and reports 
back on their actions and behaviour, determined to get rid of them once 
and for all.   
 
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
Edward Carey is a writer and illustrator who was born in North Walsham, 
Norfolk, England, during an April snowstorm. Like his father and his 
grandfather, both officers in the Royal Navy, he attended Pangbourne 
Nautical College, where the closest he came to following his family 
calling was playing Captain Andy in the school’s production of Nr~µf~^®.  
  
He has written plays for the National Theatre of Romania and the Vilnius 
Small State Theatre, Lithuania. In England his plays and adaptations 
have been performed at the Young Vic Studio, the Battersea Arts Centre, 
and the Royal Opera House Studio. He has collaborated on a shadow 
puppet production of ?^gfk®r in Malaysia, and with the Faulty Optic 
Theatre of Puppets.  
 
He is the author of the novels B*N/MV"PBMY ?"@N7B@N, ">V" ĉ 
7MV", P6/ 7M/?B@5/M PM7>B5Y (6/"J 6BQN/, 4BQ>N6"? and 
>Q@5-B@), >7PP>/, P6/ NW">>BW/- ?"@ and /-7P6 6B>>/M, all 
of which he illustrated. 
 

Agent: Isobel Dixon 
 
Rights sold 
UKexCan Deal agreed 
US+Can On submission  
 
 
36,000 words 
 
Option publishers 
Czechia Argo 
German Beck 
Italy La Nave di Teseo 
Japan Hayakawa 
Spain Blackie Books 
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HISTORICAL 

 

THE CROWNLESS QUEEN 
Elizabeth Chadwick 

 

 ì"| ^¯®r~ª µr~ {^yk« rs«®~ªsg^z psg®s~| g~{k qz~ªs~¯«z· ^zs´kÎí – Prk 
Ps{k«  
  
‘Chadwick’s depiction of the Middle Ages is sure and subtle, and her skill 
in imagining the private conversations that lead to the great decisions of 
their time is enjoyable.’ – J¯fzs«rkªí« Wkkyz· 
  
1360: Having left her days of rebellion behind, Jeanette of Kent has 
finally found contentment as a wife and mother. Then, she is delivered a 
new blow: her beloved husband, Thomas Holland, has died on duty 
overseas. 
 
Though broken, Jeanette readies herself once more to fight to protect 
what is hers. When Prince Edward, heir to the throne and her longtime 
friend, unexpectedly steps forward and offers marriage, she accepts for 
the sake of her family. 
 
As their relationship deepens, love blossoms again for Jeanette, but it 
comes at a price. With great power comes great responsibility — not 
least bearing a future king — and, as the wheel of fortune climbs higher, 
it becomes harder and harder to hold on. 
  
In the second book in the Jeanette of Kent duology, Jeanette has more 
to lose than ever before. But with the wolves gathering beneath her, can 
she survive the fall? 
  
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
Little, Brown have sold more than 1.4 million copies of Elizabeth 
Chadwick’s work in their English editions and she has a passionately 
dedicated following in many countries including France, Italy, Germany 
and Poland. 
 
Elizabeth won the RNA Historical Novel of the Year Award in 2011 with 
PB -/4Y " =7@5. P6/ +B?7@5 B4 P6/ WB>4 was shortlisted for The 
Goldsboro Books Historical Novel Award at the RNA Awards 2021. She 
is now writing a new novel for Sphere, about another powerful figure in 
the history of English royalty, Katherine Swynford.  
  
 

Agent: Isobel Dixon 
UK Editor: Molly Walker-Sharp 
 
Rights sold 
WEL Sphere/Little, Brown 

HB: April 2026 
PB: April 2027 
Audio: April 2026 

 
Czechia Euromedia 
Spain Planeta Mexico 
 

Option publishers 
Croatia Znanje 
France Bragelonne 
Hungary Könyvmolyképzǃ  
Italy TRE60 
Poland Proszynski  
 
 
528 pages 
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LITERARY 

 

DOVECOMBE 
Alex Clark 

 

 "ª«~|Ï ~f«k««s~|Ï ^|i ¯|ªk©¯s®ki z~´k zsk ^® ®rk gk|®ªk ~p ®rs« 
®µs«®ki g~|®k{§~ª^ª· 5~®rsg {·«®kª· «k® s| ^ gª¯{fzs|q /|qzs«r 
{^|~ª 
  
'A feast of a book. Excellently plotted and psychologically rich, it's at 
once a tantalising Gothic mystery, a haunting love story and a deeply 
moving tale of refuge and restoration. Clark is a talent to watch, and this 
is a stunning debut.' – Emma Stonex 
 
‘I was utterly transfixed by the eerie atmosphere of DOVECOMBE, a 
marvelous Gothic mystery, brimming with family secrets, cursed 
property, class tension, and the dangers of illicit desire. Fans of Sarah 
Waters and Carmen Maria Machado will love this suspenseful debut with 
psychological depth.’ – Leigh Stein 
 
Intense, repressed Dorrie is secretly in love with vivid, self-assured Alys. 
When Dorrie’s abusive marriage implodes, the two women flee to Alys’ 
remote family home, Dovecombe Manor. But instead of a haven, Dorrie 
finds a ruin sunk deep in an eerie woodland, held in limbo by a decade-
old unsolved arson and haunted by a historic curse. As soon as the 
women arrive, it’s clear there’s something about the house that disturbs 
Alys—something she’s hiding from Dorrie. 
 
When the investigation into the fire that nearly destroyed Dovecombe is 
reopened and suspicions focus on Alys, Dorrie’s sanity begins to 
crumble. Determined to protect the woman she loves, Dorrie sets out to 
solve the mystery of what happened on the night of the fire and save Alys 
from Dovecombe’s dark grip. Her quest pulls her into the tangled history 
of its secretive occupants. But in this bleak, wild landscape stalked by 
violence, pulsing with malice and dread, the most dangerous thing of all 
might be Dorrie… 
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
While writing -BV/+B?*/, Alex drew on her previous career in 
stonemasonry, building conservation and architectural history, as well as 
her enduring devotion to the gothic. She describes herself as ‘an 
undercover Northerner living in Cheltenham’.  
  
Her short stories and poems have appeared in Prk ?kgr^|sg«í 7|«®s®¯®k 
Mk´skµ B|zs|k, Nr~~®kª >s®kª^ª· ?^q^ºs|k, Jª~zk, >s®ª~ B|zs|k, >sqr®r~¯«k 
<~¯ª|^z, Prk @~ª®r, and anthologies by The Fiction Desk. She’s read at 
the Cheltenham Literature Festival and received a mention in Salt 
Publishing’s BEST BRITISH SHORT STORIES 2019. 
  
 

Agent: Siân Ellis-Martin 
US Editor: Nneoma Amadi-obi 
 
Rights sold 
WEL Norton  

HB: January 2027 
PB: 2028 
Audio: January 2027 

 
 
 
260 pages 
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LITERARY 

 

THE WRECKERS 
George Makana Clark 

 

 " «§kzzfs|is|q |~´kz ~p «®ª^|qk §~®k|g· – ¿¾¾ Y/"MN B4 
NB>7PQ-/ {kk®« P6/ +BQ@P B4 ?B@P/ +M7NPB   
  
‘An exuberant picaresque.’ – J¯fzs«rkª«í Wkkyz· 
 
‘An Indiana Jones-esque adventure story, [with] a caffeinated Tarantino 
responsible for the screenplay.’ – @JM 
 
‘It’s a difficult, if not impossible, task to write something so sprawling that 
is also so funny... as if Thomas Pynchon rewrote Prk +~¯|® ~p ?~|®k 
+ªs«®~Ï with editorial input from Evelyn Waugh.’ – +ªs{kMk^i« 
 
>s«f~|Ï ¿ÇÃÂ. In the Military History Archives, a mysterious figure steals 
the Final Will and Testament of Garoto Bárbaro de Castro―a list of 
thirteen bequests, and a record of Garoto’s remarkable life story. It is also 
a window onto the many other lives connected to his, including that of 
the archival thief: his descendent, Nuno Bárbaro de Castro. 
 
After stealing Garoto’s Final Will and Testament, Nuno Bárbaro de 
Castro―artifact hunter, grave robber, fake veterinarian, and agent of 
Angolan Independence―sets off to hunt the listed artifacts, while also 
collecting the distant relatives of those mentioned in the Will, even when 
they don’t want to be collected… 
 
A rowdy, darkly funny, centuries-spanning revenge drama, THE 
WRECKERS moves between Portugal, Angola, Cuba, and Louisiana’s 
‘Angola’ prison to examine the scars of the transatlantic slave trade, and 
the consequences of prolonged civil war. 
 
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
George Makana Clark grew up in Zimbabwe. Having lived in Germany, 
Cuba, the Caribbean, South America and the US, he now lives in 
Portugal. He taught Creative Writing and African and Post-Colonial 
Literature at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee for many years. He 
is a winner of an O. Henry Award and was shortlisted for the Caine Prize. 
His short stories are widely published in journals like \~k®ª~§k and Ps| 
6~¯«k. His debut novel, P6/ M"W ?"@, was published by Jonathan 
Cape in 2011. His collection P6/ N?">> *//Ní 6B@/Y was published 
in the US by White Pine Press and his work is included in Prk @kµ 5ª^|®^ 
*~~y ~p ®rk "pªsg^| Nr~ª® N®~ª·. 

Agent: Isobel Dixon 
UK Editor: Millie Guille 
US Editor: Michael Reynolds 
 
Rights sold 
UKexCan Europa Editions / W.F. 
Howes 

TPB: September 2026 
Audio: October 2026 

US+Can Europa Editions / 
Recorded Books 

HB: September 2026 
Audio: October 2026 

 
287 pages 
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CONTEMPORARY 

 

BENEATH THE ORANGE BLOSSOM 
Emma Cowell 

 

 " qz~ªs~¯«z· k«g^§s«® ^|i k{~®s~|^z ªk^i «k® ¯|ikª ®rk 5ªkgs^| 
«¯|Ï p~ª p^|« ~p Vsg®~ªs^ 6s«z~§Ï +^ª~z =sªyµ~~i ^|i =^ªk| Nµ^| 
 
B´kª Â¾Ï¾¾¾ g~§sk« «~zi s| ®rk /|qzs«r z^|q¯^qk 
   
‘Another evocative, romantic and deeply sensuous read. Wonderful 
escapism... I felt I was right there in Greece, among the orange trees.’ –    
Santa Montefiore 
  
‘Fragrant and fabulous, brimming with tender romance and hope. The 
perfect book for summer.’ – Milly Johnson  
  
‘A sublime summer read filled with romance, emotion and hope – it will 
fill your heart to the brim with every turn of the page.’ – Holly Martin 
  
Two years on from her husband’s death, dressmaker Ellen is learning 
how to live again and put memories of a difficult marriage behind her. 
However, never far from her mind is another memory: Alexandros, her 
first love from the summer she turned eighteen. 
  
The moment she'd arrived in his hometown of Kardamyli in Greece, Ellen 
had been intoxicated by the scent of orange blossom in the air, the days 
of endless sunshine and sparkling azure waters – but most of all by 
Alexandros himself. They were meant to be, until a devastating secret 
forced Ellen to leave and never look back… 
  
But now, when her best friend suggests they recreate their teenage 
summer in Greece, Ellen knows it’s time to confront her past. Will Greece 
give her the freedom – and happiness – she desperately craves? And 
there, amidst the lush olive groves, could she rediscover the love she 
thought she’d lost forever? 
  
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
Emma is a former actress and BBC presenter, and has worked as a 
fundraiser for children’s palliative care for the last decade. She and her 
husband have always loved Greece: so much so that they just sold their 
Cornwall home and are moving there for two years.  
  
Emma’s first three books, B@/ >"NP >/PP/M 4MB? 5M//+/, P6/ 
6BQN/ 7@ P6/ B>7V/ 5MBV/ and P6/ 7N>"@- >BV/ NB@5, have sold 
over 100,000 copies in the UK alone and her fourth, Q@-/M P6/ 
>/?B@ PM//, has sold more than 50,000 copies. 
  

Agent: Kate Burke 
UK Editor: Helen Huthwaite 
 
Rights sold 
WEL Avon  

PB: May 2026 
Audio: May 2026 

 
Greece Pedio 

 
Option publishers 
Bulgaria Kragozor  
Czechia Grada 
China Wuhan SurgeMinds Book 
Co. 
Denmark Zara 
Finland Docendo 
Hungary IPC 
Norway Cappelen Damm AS  
Poland Muza  
 
 
352 pages 
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LITERARY 
SUSPENSE 

 

THE LIGHT AT THE END OF THE 
WORLD 
Will Dean 

 

 " «§kg¯z^®s´k ®rªszzkª p~ª p^|« ~p P6/ ?7@7NPMY B4 P7?/ ^|i P6/ 
6"@-?"7-íN P">/ 

‘Will Dean writes a mean thriller, with a keen ear for what scares us.’ – 
Sarah Hilary 
  
In the wake of societal collapse, nature is reclaiming London. Grass 
grows through the pavements, buildings are left to crumble, and herds of 
deer roam the streets. While most Londoners now choose to live in a 
virtual world, Wendy is one of the only people who still value real human 
connection enough to stay in the abandoned city. She even finds what 
might be love, and the hope of a family. 
 
But something is very wrong. Her few friends start to disappear one by 
one, and there is no-one for Wendy to turn to. No police or authorities to 
stop the violence or find the culprit. And soon Wendy finds herself 
completely alone in the city with a killer... 
 
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
Will Dean grew up in the East Midlands. After studying law at the London 
School of Economics and working in London, he settled in rural Sweden 
where he built a wooden house in a vast forest, and it’s from this base 
that he compulsively reads and writes.  
 
Will is the author of 11 novels, including the six-book Tuva Moodyson 
series (Oneworld/Hodder) and five standalone thrillers (Hodder). His 
books have been selected for the Zoe Ball Book Club and the Richard 
and Judy Book Club, and shortlisted for the National Book Award, 
the 5¯^ªis^|’s Not the Booker Prize and the Theakston Old Peculier 
Crime Novel of the Year Award. 

Agent: Kate Burke 
UK Editor: Miranda Jewess 
US Editor: Emily Bestler 
 
Rights sold 
UKexCan Viper Press 

HB: April 2027 
PB: 2028 
Audio: April 2027 

US+Can Emily Bestler Books 
HB: April 2027 
PB: 2028 
Audio: April 2027 

 

Option publishers 
Croatia Znanje 
Poland Rebis 
Sweden Bouq Publishing 
Turkey Yediveren 
 
 
432 pages 
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LITERARY 

 

MARTHA & JANE 
Finuala Dowling 

 

 *krs|iã®rkã«gk|k« µs®r ®rk "¯«®k|«Ð ^« ®~zi f· <^|k "¯«®k|í« fk«® 
pªsk|iÏ ?^ª®r^ >z~·iÏ ~| ®rk k´k ~p rkª z^®kãzspk µkiis|q ®~ <^|k 
"¯«®k|í« µsi~µkª fª~®rkª  
 
7 µs«r 7 g~¯zi «§k|i {· z^«® |sqr® ^« ^ «§s|«®kª ®¯gyki s| fki µs®r <^|kÏ 
®^zys|q ®szz z^®k ^« µk «~{k®s{k« ¯«ki ®~Ò 
 
Scarred by smallpox, with no fortune, Martha Lloyd knows she cannot 
expect to marry. She vows to live a life filled with work and warmth, her 
keen intelligence, culinary and healing skills forming deep bonds with 
others – including her dear friend, Jane Austen. 
 
Through the women’s intertwined lives we see scenes of love, food, 
friendship and family spring to memorable life. Through Martha’s eyes 
we trace Jane’s writing journey, her battle for publication and recognition 
in a male-dominated world. Quietly, Martha deals with her own struggles 
and the painful stirrings of unrequited love. Along the way, we glimpse 
worlds omitted from Jane’s fiction: the plight of the poor, childbirth, birth 
control, menopause, the impact of the Napoleonic wars on soldiers’ and 
sailors’ families, and the spread of ideas of liberty for enslaved people. 
 
?"MP6" ĉ <"@/ illuminates the love and tenderness in an ‘ordinary life’ 
and the kinships that go beyond blood. For fans of Carol Shields and 
Elizabeth Strout.  
 
Jª^s«k p~ª 4s|¯^z^ -~µzs|qÐ  
‘Witty and wise.’ – Jackie Kay, 5¯^ªis^|  
 
‘Brilliantly funny. In years to come Dowling will be recognised for the 
home-grown Austen that she is.’ – Sunday Ps{k« (SA) 
 
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
Finuala Dowling is a prize-winning poet, novelist, and sought-after 
creative writing tutor. She has won the prestigious Ingrid Jonker and 
Olive Schreiner prizes for her poetry and the M-Net and Herman Charles 
Bosman prizes for her novels. Her work has appeared in many 
anthologies and Bloodaxe published JM/P/@- YBQ -B@íP =@BW ?/Ð 
@kµ ^|i Nkzkg®ki J~k{« in 2018. She lives in Kalk Bay, Cape Town, a 
city much explored in her five poetry collections and six novels to date. 
?"MP6" ĉ <"@/ is her first historical work. 

Agent: Isobel Dixon 
 
Rights sold 
US+Can Deal agreed 
UKexCan On submission 
 
96,000 words 
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HISTORICAL 

 

THE VALLEY OF RAVENS 
Barbara Erskine 

 

 5ªs§§s|q |kµ rs«®~ªsg^z {·«®kª· pª~{ ^| ^¯®r~ª µr~ g~|®s|¯k« ®~ 
k|®rª^z ªk^ikª« Â¾ ·k^ª« ~| pª~{ rkª fkµs®grs|q ikf¯®Ï >"-Y B4 
6"Y 
 
"| s|«®^|® P~§ ¿¾ fk«®«kzzkª 
  
‘Gripping and inspirational... I was riveted, entranced by the poignant 
story of the last native Prince of Wales, and the brave heroine who risks 
her all for his sake. It’s a beautifully crafted story, a real roller-coaster 
ride, and utterly spellbinding.’ – Alison Weir 
 
‘Barbara at her best – she’s been at her best for years, really, she hits 
that high pitch of perfection every time. She’s a master storyteller and a 
wise woman. Long may she continue to entertain, fascinate and give 
great joy to her many readers! I adored THE VALLEY OF RAVENS so 
much!’ – Santa Montefiore  
 
Present day: Eve, desperate for a fresh start, arrives in the Valley of 
Ravens to restore a long-abandoned cottage. Everyone knows the place 
is cursed. Why else would it be called The Witch’s House? 
  
As Eve begins her renovations it becomes clear the place has a secret 
waiting to be uncovered, if only she can make the connection with the 
past. 
  
Wales, 1260: Alys, a healer living in the depths of the valley, discovers 
Llewelyn – last true Prince of Wales – lying wounded on the battlefield. 
She tends to him and her fate is forever bound to his. 
  
Her vow to keep his final secret will echo through the centuries…  
  
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
Barbara Erskine is the acclaimed author of many internationally best-
selling novels beginning with the much-loved classic, >"-Y B4 6"Y, 
which has been continuously in print for almost 40 years. Barbara has 
also written three bestselling volumes of short stories. Her books have 
been published around the world in English and in 26 other languages. 
She lives in Hay-on-Wye in Wales.  
  
Barbara’s eighteenth novel, P6/ NPBMY NJ7@@/M, shot straight to No. 
1 on the UK N¯|i^· Ps{k« hardback charts in its first week of sale in 
2024. 
  
 

Agent: Isobel Dixon 
UK Editor: Belinda Toor 
 
Rights sold 
WEL HarperCollins 

HB: July 2026 
PB: February 2027 
Audio: July 2026 

 
Czechia Euromedia 
Russia Azbooka 
 
 
512 pages 
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CONTEMPORARY 

 

SMALL CHANGE 
Sarah Franklin 

 

 <~x~ ?~·k« {kk®« N"@-W7+6Ï s| ®rs« pª^|y ^|i p¯||· {sizspk z~´k 
«®~ª· 
 
‘Thoughtful, and fresh… a pleasure to read!’ – Lucy Atkins on 6BW PB 
*/>B@5  
 
‘A tender story about finding your place in the world, about ordinary lives, 
belonging and being brave. The kind of book that gives you hope and 
courage. I loved it.’ – Kit de Waal on 6BW PB */>B@5 
 
‘Life affirming and compelling… Sarah Franklin is a breath of fresh air.’ 
– Clare Mackintosh on N6/>P/M   
 

Sam Johnson is completely unprepared when one blow after another 
lands into her diligently managed life: her teenage son wants to go and 
live with his dad, her job is under threat, and her estranged sister gets in 
touch after years of silence.  

When chatty American, Joe (and his film-star dog), mistakenly pop up 
in her emails, Sam can be forgiven for rolling her eyes at the sheer 
ludicrousness of it all. But Joe is dealing with his own curveball, and 
finds a witty, lively correspondent in Sam.  

As the two of them exchange news, gossip and secrets, their feelings for 
each other start to grow just as Sam's carefully constructed life falls 
apart. She's going to have to learn to let go, but of whom?  

Funny, uplifting, and full of poignant truths, N?">> +6"@5/ 
celebrates discovering new joy in the midst of losing your sanity. 

 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
Sarah Franklin grew up in rural Gloucestershire and has lived in Austria, 
Germany, the USA and Ireland. She lectures in publishing at Oxford 
Brookes University and has written for the 5¯^ªis^|, J«·gr~z~qsk« 
magazine, Prk J~~z, N¯|i^· /¶§ªk«« and Nk^®®zk Ps{k«. Sarah was the 
founder and host of Short Stories Aloud, and a judge for the Costa Short 
Story Award. 
 
Sarah lives between London and Oxford with her family. She is the author 
of the novels N6/>P/M (2017) and 6BW PB */>B@5 (2020). 

Agent: Juliet Pickering 
 
Rights sold 
UKexCan On submission 
 
92,000 words 
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HISTORICAL 
ROMANCE 

 

CHRISTMAS WITH THE EAST END 
GIRLS 

Jean Fullerton 

 

 4^|« ~p =^®sk 4z·||Ï M~«sk 5~~iµs| ^|i >sººsk >^|k µszz ^i~ªk ®rs« 
rk^ª®ãµ^ª{s|q ^|i k{~®s~|^z pk«®s´k W~ªzi W^ª Pµ~ «^q^ ^f~¯® 
z~´kÏ pªsk|i«rs§ ^|i |kµ fkqs||s|q« 
   
East London, 1943: Will this wartime Christmas bring love, joy and peace 
to the East End Girls? 
 
Georgina St John-Smythe – George to her friends – is usually the life and 
soul of any party. But as the East End of London prepares wearily for 
another wartime Christmas amid nightly bombings, she is finding it hard 
to muster her festive spirit, still hurting from a recent romantic betrayal. 
But everything changes when she meets handsome Captain 
Reverend Guy Moncrieff… 
 
Forced to leave the army after a life-altering injury, Guy is struggling to 
settle into his new role at a bomb-damaged little church in the centre of 
the East End. Romance is the last thing on his mind, but when he and 
George are thrown together to organise a special Christmas Eve carol 
service that will give their incredible, irrepressible community a chance 
to shine, the closeness that develops between them surprises them both. 
 
But just as George begins to dream that a future with this kind, generous 
man might be possible, she is falsely accused of a terrible crime that 
threatens not only her happiness with Guy, but her future in the Women’s 
Auxiliary Airforce. Can the East End Girls rally behind one of their own to 
right this wrong? And as the bells ring out on Christmas Eve, can George 
and Guy put the past behind them and make a fresh start together? Or is 
it too late for a happy ever after? 
 
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
Jean was born and bred in the overcrowded streets surrounding London 
Docks where her family have lived since 1825. Being born within the 
sound of Bow Bells, she’s a true cockney who grew up in what was then 
the working-class dockland community in Wapping and Stepney, East 
London. All her published books are set in the streets and alleyways she 
roamed as a child. 
 
Jean worked for 30 years as a community nurse in East London, starting 
as a staff nurse and finishing as a university lecturer in Health Studies at 
London South Bank University. 
 
She is the author of 28 historical novels and one memoir.  

Agent: Kate Burke 
UK Editor: Lizzie Brien 
 
Rights sold 
WEL Bookouture 

Ebook: October 2026 
PB: October 2026 
Audio: October 2026 
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HISTORICAL 

 

THE KNIFE MAKER OF VENICE 
David Gilman 

 

 " §~µkªp¯z rs«®~ªsg^z ^i´k|®¯ªk §kªpkg® p~ª p^|« ~p =k| 4~zzk®® ^|i 
M~fkª® 6^ªªs« 
 
‘Relentless suspense against the backdrop of a stunningly realized 
Renaissance-era Venice.’ – Boyd and Beth Morrison 
 
‘Gripping… Gilman is a master of character, plot and place, A page 
turner of the highest order, perfect for fans of Conn Iggulden, Dan Jones 
and Giles Kristian.’ – -^sz· /¶§ªk««  
 
1604. Pirate raiders terrorise the coasts of Europe, seeking slaves to sell 
in the markets of North Africa. 
  
When headstrong Richard Sheriff and his beloved sister Elizabeth are 
torn from their Devonshire home by slavers, he is cast into a living 
nightmare. 
  
With Richard being a talented blacksmith, the pirate captain intends to 
sell him for a high price. He has other plans for Elizabeth... and once they 
are separated, Richard has no idea of his sister’s fate. 
  
He is eventually sold into servitude in Venice: glittering, vicious city of 
secrets, where his talents find him apprenticed to a knife maker. He vows 
he will never stop looking for his sister – but first he must survive that city 
of ghosts, where life is cheap, profit is all and escape nigh-on impossible. 
  
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
David Gilman lives in Devon. He was a firefighter, soldier, photographer 
and award-winning screenwriter before turning to writing full-time. Head 
of Zeus have sold 800,000 copies of David Gilman’s novels in English, 
and his work is translated into more than a dozen languages.  
  
David is also the author of the ?"NP/M B4 W"M series featuring Thomas 
Blackstone and set during the Hundred Years War, widely reviewed as a 
must-read for Bernard Cornwell fans. 600,000 copies of the series have 
been sold in English and titles have featured several times on the -kª 
N§skqkz bestseller lists in Germany, where sales are over 300,000. 
  
P6/ /@5>7N6?"@ series (including */PM"Y"> and M/NQMM/+P7B@) 
has sold more than 100,000 copies in English and is translated into 
several other languages. Featuring Foreign Legion veteran Dan Raglan, 
the series is made up of pulse-pounding spy thrillers with international 
scope. 
  
 

Agent: Isobel Dixon 
UK Editor: Nicolas Cheetham 
 
Rights sold 
WEL Head of Zeus 

HB: August 2026 
PB: 2027 
Audio: August 2026 

 

Option publishers 
Czechia Euromedia 
Denmark North Audio 
Publishing 
Germany Rowohlt 
Slovakia Ikar 
Sweden North Audio Publishing 
Holland North Audio Publishing 
 
512 pages 
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ROMANTIC 
COMEDY 

 

BOILING POINT 
Sammy Hyde 

 

 " <^|k /·ªk s|«§sªki k|k{sk« ®~ z~´kª« ª~{^|gk p~ª p^|« ~p /{sz· 
6k|ª·Ï "zs 6^ºkzµ~~i ^|i +rªs«®s|^ >^¯ªk| 
  
Aspiring chef Zoey has always used her late mother’s copy of <^|k /·ªk 
like a tarot deck for life’s big decisions. When the book encourages her 
to take a temporary cooking job at Tokara, a sprawling manor in rural 
Australia run by a dark, moody and handsome Mr Woodford, Zoey can’t 
help but feel that her mother has set her up with the secure life (and 
possibly romance) of her dreams.  
 
There’s only one problem: Harry, the reckless and downright rude 
farmhand who seems intent on driving Zoey up the wall…   
 
When she loses out on the chef job that her restaurant-owner aunt had 
promised her, Zoey finds solace in the limited time she has left at Tokara, 
cooking up a storm and tending to the kitchen garden she’s been growing 
from scratch.  
 
But as Woodford’s red flags become harder to ignore and Zoey is faced 
with too many choices, it’s Harry who challenges her to confront what 
she truly wants: the alluring but stifled romance she’s always craved, or 
a real-life path she’s penned for herself – even if it’s something 
wonderfully and terrifyingly unplanned… 
 
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
Sammy Hyde writes banter-filled rom-coms, usually set somewhere in 
Australia or nearby. She graduated from Monash University in Melbourne 
with a double degree in Commerce and Arts, and a focus on literature 
and creative writing. Since then, she’s lived in both Sydney and 
Singapore working for a global tech company in human resources, before 
returning to Melbourne with a British husband and two kids in tow.  
 
 

Agent: Siân Ellis-Martin 
 
Rights sold 
UKexCan On submission 
US+Can On submission 
ANZ On submission 
 
81,000 words 



27 

 

ROMANCE 

 

THE NILE CRUISE 
Caroline James 

 

 " qz~ªs~¯«z· k«g^§s«® ªk^i p¯zz ~p «¯|Ï «kgªk®« ^|i ª~{^|gkÏ §kªpkg® 
p~ª p^|« ~p N^ª^r ?~ªq^| ^|i <¯i· >ksqrÎ 
  
‘I loved this book so much I couldn’t put it down. Caroline writes with a 
light, confident and pacy style which is both witty and gripping. I was 
quickly swirled into the buzz of the fabulous Egyptian setting, as Hattie 
mingles with a glamorous and fascinating cast of characters. Intriguing, 
exciting and cleverly written from start to end.’ – Judy Leigh 
 
‘A five-star sun-soaked escape!’ – Holly Martin 
  
Will an adventure sailing the River Nile turn the tide for Hattie? 
 
Hattie Mulberry is exhausted. Worn out from the demands of everyone 
around her, she’s long overdue a break. So, she decides to take a holiday 
– the adventure of a lifetime, following in the footsteps of her literary 
hero, Agatha Christie. 
 
Before Hattie knows it, she’s embarking on a glamorous Nile cruise. Not 
only a voyage steeped in history and world-famous sights, but one where 
the passengers are almost as fascinating as the views from her luxurious 
cabin… 
 
As the eclectic band of travellers journey between ancient temples and 
legendary tombs, guided by handsome Egyptologist Sam, secrets 
surface, desires awaken, and tensions simmer beneath the Egyptian sun. 
 
Will the magic of moonlit nights on the Nile bring romance and renewal? 
Or will the infamous curse of Tutankhamun cast a shadow when least 
expected? 
 
Don’t miss Caroline’s other gorgeous later-life romantic standalones: 
P6/ "M+P7+ +MQ7N/Ï P6/ +MQ7N/ +>Q*, and – coming February 2027 
– P6/ N+BPP7N6 +MQ7N/! 
 
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
Caroline James is the celebrated author of later-life romantic fiction, 
including number 1 bestseller, P6/ +MQ7N/. Caroline’s vibrant 
storytelling stems from her colourful career: before becoming a full-time 
writer, she worked in the hospitality industry, owning a country house 
hotel and a lively pub. As a media agent, she worked with celebrity chefs, 
giving her an insider’s perspective on the glitz, glamour, and grit of the 
culinary world. When Caroline finally turned her focus to writing, she 
discovered her true calling, and she has steadily built a large and 
increasing readership for her stories of relatable and entertaining older 
characters embarking on new adventures and finding love. 

Agent: Juliet Pickering 
UK Editor: Helen Huthwaite 
 
Rights sold 
WEL Avon 

PB: July 2026 
Audio: July 2026 

 
384 pages 
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CRIME 

 

DEAD IN THREE TWO ONE 
Peter James  

 

 *ªsqr®~| s« gkzkfª^®s|qÎ " yszzkª s« µ^s®s|qÎ "|i M~· 5ª^gk s« ®rk 
®^ªqk®Ò M~· 5ª^gk s« f^gy s| ®rk ÀÀ|i s|«®^z{k|® pª~{ |¯{fkª ~|k 
fk«®«kzzs|q ^¯®r~ª Jk®kª <^{k« 
    
‘Peter James is one of the best British crime writers and therefore one of 
the best in the world.’ – Lee Child 
 
Brighton Pride is the biggest date on the city’s calendar with half a million 
people lost in the party. But behind the opulent façade of the Royal 
Courteney Hotel, a nightmare is checking in. 
 
Dritan Dervishi, the cold-blooded consigliere for Albanian mob boss Roel 
Albazi, has arrived with a beautiful woman on his arm and a lethal secret 
in his suitcase. He has specifically requested Room 321 – a room with a 
perfect view of the sea, and a deadly proximity to a target he’s been 
dreaming of for years. 
 
Detective Superintendent Roy Grace is already pushed to the limit, 
coordinating the city’s massive security operation amid whispers of a 
potential terrorist attack. But the threat is more personal than he could 
ever imagine. Back in a prison cell, his old nemesis Albazi is counting 
down the seconds to a revenge that will not just take Roy’s life, but erase 
his entire bloodline. 
 
As Roy and his wife Cleo prepare for a night of celebration at the Royal 
Courteney, they have no idea that they are stepping into a deadly trap. 
 
As the relentless countdown nears zero, Roy must outsmart an invisible 
enemy and protect his loved ones before their time finally runs out… 
 
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
Peter has won over 40 awards for his work including the WHSmith Best 
Crime Author of All Time Award and Crime Writers’ Association Diamond 
Dagger. In 2024, Queen Camilla revealed that DCI Grace is her favourite 
fictional detective.  
 
Peter has written 21 N¯|i^· Ps{k« No. 1s, sold over 23 million copies 
worldwide and been translated into 38 languages. ITV’s primetime 
adaptation of the Grace novels, starring John Simm, continues to delight 
audiences with significant ratings growth, and series seven is currently in 
production. Seven of Peter’s Grace novels have been adapted as plays. 
  
In 2026, Peter was awarded the Order of the British Empire (OBE) in The 
King’s Birthday Honours List, in recognition of his services to literature 
and to charity.  

Agent: Isobel Dixon 
UK Editor: Francesca Pathak 
 
Rights sold 
WEL Pan Macmillan 

HB: October 2026 
PB: May 2027 
Audio: October 2026 

 
Sweden HarperCollins Nordic 
 
PV Ý5ª^gk «kªsk«Þ Second Act 
Productions for ITV and Britbox 
 

Option publishers 
Bulgaria Storytel 
Czechia Euromedia 
Denmark Jentas 
Estonia Tanapaev 
Finland Docendo 
France Fleuve 
India (Marathi & Hindi) 
MyMirror Publishing House   
Lithuania Jotema 
Norway Vigmostad 
Spain Jentas 
 

416 pages 
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LITERARY 

 

THE MEANING OF FIRE 
Tomasz Jedrowski 

 

 " «rs{{kªs|q ^|i ®s{kzk«« ©¯kkª z~´k «®~ª· «k® ^q^s|«® ®rk 
{kk®s|q ~p ®µ~ f^|i« ~p k^ªz· r~{~ «^§sk|«Ï pª~{ ®rk ^¯®r~ª ~p 
s|®kª|^®s~|^z fk«®«kzzkª NW7??7@5 7@ P6/ -"M= 
  
Jª^s«k p~ª P~{^«º <kiª~µ«ys 
 
‘Jedrowski is an authentic new international star.’ – Edmund White 
 

‘The highest talent at work.’ – Sebastian Barry 
  
When Abi’s village is raided and destroyed in a time of famine, the 
survivors must move to pastures new, making their way over the 
mountains and attempting to rebuild their settlement at the river’s edge. 
Across the river they encounter another band of people, seen as wild 
ones by Abi’s farming kin. They resolve they must at all costs remain 
apart. 
 
Abi is wedded but wounded, struggling with loss and the weight of her 
clan’s expectations. Against all better instinct however, she soon 
becomes irresistibly drawn to Kiki, a hunter, the girl with the eyes of a 
wolf – and one of the strangers on the other side… 
 
A haunting, beguiling love story, set in a time of discovery, division and 
fierce conflict, for readers of Sarah Moss’s GHOST WALL, I WHO HAVE 
NEVER KNOWN MEN by Jacqueline Harpman, and William Golding’s 
THE INHERITORS. 
 
Jª^s«k p~ª NW7??7@5 7@ P6/ -"M=  
 
‘Reading NW7??7@5 7@ P6/ -"M= is a bit like peering into someone’s 
most intimate moments of self-discovery. It’s poetic and tender, burning 
with a quiet rage.’ – Dua Lipa  
  
‘In this glorious book, Jedrowski exquisitely captures the pleasure and 
pain of young love, while reminding us of what it means to hunger: for 
freedom – and for another.’ – Prk 7|ik§k|ik|® 
 
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
Tomasz was born in West Germany to Polish parents, but has lived in 
several countries, speaks five languages and is a graduate of Cambridge 
University and Université de Paris. He currently lives in France. His first 
novel, NW7??7@5 7@ P6/ -"M=Ï was an international bestseller, and 
translated into over twenty languages. 

Agent: Isobel Dixon 
 
Rights sold 
UKexCan Weidenfeld & Nicholson 
(pre-empt) 

HB: 2028 
PB: 2029 
Audio: 2028 

 
Brazil Astral Cultural 
Spain Urano (pre-empt) 
Holland Meulenhoff 
 
51,000 words 
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THRILLER 

 

YOU’LL NEVER FIND ME 
Diane Jeffrey 

 

 " qªs§§s|q «zsgk ~p i~{k«®sg «¯«§k|«k pª~{ ®rk QN" P~i^· 
fk«®«kzzs|q µªs®kª å §kªpkg® p~ª p^|« ~p >s«^ <kµkzzÏ +z^sªk -~¯qz^« 
^|i 4ªksi^ ?g4^iik| 
  
Jª^s«k p~ª -s^|k <kppªk· 
 
‘Stayed up late finishing this, just had to know what happened, brilliant 
final twist! Gripping page-turner with great characters.’ – B. A. Paris 
 
‘Deliciously dark and suspenseful… A tour-de-force.’ – Alex 
Michaelides, author of THE SILENT PATIENT  
 
‘Tense and compelling, a genuinely thrilling read.’ – Elizabeth Haynes 
 
  
Thirteen years ago, Juliette was the victim of an unspeakable crime, one 
which tore her family apart and saw her having to leave England for a new 
life – and name – in France. There she enjoys a quiet, rural life with her 
husband and daughter but, one day, when she witnesses a car crash and 
jumps into the river to save the two passengers, she's thrust into the 
spotlight on the news and social media as the couple she saves are 
celebrities. Juliette’s new identity is shattered and she and her family are 
put in danger as her past threatens to catch up with her... 
 
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
Diane Jeffrey is the author of eight bestselling psychological thrillers. She 
was born in the UK but now lives in France with her husband and their 
three children, labrador and cat, and teaches English. P6/ 5Q7>PY 
?BP6/M, Diane’s third book, was a QN" P~i^· bestseller and her fourth 
novel, P6/ N7>/@P 4M7/@-, was a Karin Slaughter Killer Reads pick for 
ASDA. Her fifth psychological thriller, P6/ +BQJ>/ "P +"QN/W"Y 
+BPP"5/, won the 2023 International Thriller Writers award for the best 
ebook original novel. The French translation of P6/ BP6/M +BQJ>/ 
won the Noir sur Ormesson prize for best thriller in 2025. 

Agent: Kate Burke 
 
Rights sold 
France Verso 

 
Option publishers 
WEL HQ 
 
80,000 words 
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LITERARY 

 

THIS LIVING HAND 
Charles Lambert 

 

 " ®k|ikªÏ z^·kªki {·«®kª·Ï p~ª ªk^ikª« ~p P^sgrs Y^{^i^í« 
NPM"@5/MN Ý^|i ®rk psz{Ï ">> B4 QN NPM"@5/MNÞ ^|i "zsgk 
Ws||í« 7@ ?/?BM7"?  
  
‘Charles Lambert is a seriously good writer.’ å Beryl Bainbridge 
 
‘Rare, truthful writing.’ – Ann Cleeves 
 
Charles Lambert is a terrific, devious storyteller.’ – Owen King 
  
 
When Paul dies, an unsettling incident from the past resurfaces to haunt 
his husband, Thomas: a story told by Paul about five men playing cards 
in a small-town bar deep in the Italian countryside, a place Thomas and 
Paul passed through many years ago. The bar with its hostile locals was 
there one night, but abandoned and derelict the next. Seeking solace, 
Thomas returns to Fossoscuro, tracking ghosts whose voices echo from 
World War II. 
 
Drifting through the town, encountering its divided inhabitants, he hears 
stories of Nazis and Partisans, lovers and traitors, as he seeks answers 
and healing, for both the living and the dead. 
 
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
Born in England, Charles has lived and worked for many years as a 
university teacher and translator in Italy. He is now based in Rome. In 
addition to his novels, he is a prizewinning writer of short fiction. His work 
is included in THE BEST OF BRITISH SHORT STORIES 2013 (Salt) and 
he has won an O. Henry Award and other short story prizes. 
 

Agent: Isobel Dixon 
 
Rights sold 
UKexCan On Submission 
US+Can On Submission 
 
74,000 words 



32 

 

 
ANTHOLOGY 

 

BANSHEE 
Edited by Ailbhe Malone 

 

 7| ®rs« «§kzzfs|is|q ^|®r~z~q·Ï 7ªkz^|ií« {~«® kzkg®ªsp·s|q pk{^zk 
µªs®kª« fªk^®rk |kµ zspk s|®~ ^|gsk|® 7ªs«r {·®r«Ï ªkgz^s{s|q ®rk 
«®~ªsk« ~p µ~{k| µr~ r^´k ®~~ z~|q «®~~i s| ®rk «r^i~µ« 
  
@~Î¿ fk«®«kzzkª Ý7ªs«r 6* psg®s~| gr^ª®ÞÑ «k´kª^z µkky« s| P~§ ¿¾ 
 
‘I can’t tell you how much I enjoyed it… A mystical, magical, empowering 
modern re-imagining of the Irish Goddesses.’ – Patricia Scanlan  
 

‘Sharply-written and urgent, *"@N6// conjures a dazzlingly modern 
mythology… I loved every page.’ – Doireann Ní Ghríofa  
 

‘These brilliantly innovative reimaginings of Irish myths crackle with 
magic.’ – Anna Carey 
 
Editor and journalist Ailbhe Malone was raised on stories of Irish legends 
– but the women, always cast as mothers, warriors or witches, were 
never given the lead. And so, *"@N6// was born: not just a retelling but 
a radical reclamation.  
 

*"@N6// transports you to treacherous landscapes and crashing seas, 
generational curses and mystical islands. Here you’ll find unruly 
mothers, rule-breaking queens, and women outrunning their destiny – 
their stories pulsing with desire, danger and defiance.  
 

With contributions from every corner of Irish literature, *"@N6// 
features luminous re-tellings by Naoise Dolan, Megan Nolan, Jess Kidd, 
Wendy Erskine, Nikita Gill, Sarah Maria Griffin, Jane Casey, Anne Griffin, 
Sheila O’Flanagan, and Salma El-Wardany. This is a celebration of 
womanhood – and an homage to the ancient stories that still shape us.  
 
 

"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª  
Ailbhe Malone is a Senior Editor at Prk N®ª^®kqs«®. She was previously 
Lifestyle Editor at BuzzFeed UK and was a founding member of the UK 
team. She has also worked for @·z~| (US), the 5¯^ªis^|, 7ªs«r Ps{k« and 
Wsªki. Ailbhe has featured as an industry expert on BBC’s Prk 
"§§ªk|®sgk and -sqs®^z 6¯{^|, and in Phaidon’s WHERE TO EAT PIZZA.  
 

Ailbhe has written two non-fiction books: ¿¾¿ P7@Y +6"@5/N PB 
*M756P/@ YBQM -"Y (UK: Icon Books) and ¿¾¿ P7@Y +6"@5/N PB 
*M756P/@ YBQM WBM>- (UK: Icon Books) was published in 2019. 

Agent: Juliet Pickering 
UK Editor: Abigail Scruby 
 
Rights sold 
UKexCan John Murray Press (at 
auction) 

HB: February 2026 
PB: February 2027 
Audio: February 2026 
Radio: BBC Radio 4 

US+Can Pegasus Books 
HB: October 2026 

 
320 pages 
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CRIME 

 

SCORPIO RISING 
Deon Meyer 

 

 *k||· ^|i V^¯qr| ªk®¯ª| p~ª ®rksª z^®k«® s|´k«®sq^®s~|Ï s| µrsgr 
z~g^z ^|i s|®kª|^®s~|^z ®rªk^®« fkg~{k §kªsz~¯«z· k|®µs|kiÒ 
  
Ç µkky« ^® Ú¿ s| N~¯®r "pªsg^ 
Ws||kª ~p ®rk À¾ÀÄ N" *~~y "µ^ªi« 4^´~¯ªs®k *k«®«kzzs|q 4sg®s~| Jªsºk  
 
‘I love Deon Meyer novels – global storytelling at its best, with the 
undeniable hallmarks of gritty realism and deep character building.’ – 
Michael Connelly 
 

‘Not just South Africa’s greatest crime writer, he’s up there with the best 
in the world.’ – Marcel Berlins, Prk Ps{k« 
 
When Detective Benny Griessel is assigned the case of a private eye 
crushed under a BMW in his garage, it looks a lot like suicide. But 
Benny’s partner, Vaughn Cupido, says it’s murder. 
 

Benny would love to have Vaughn’s help on the case, because so far it’s 
going nowhere. But his partner is stuck wasting his considerable talents 
investigating the arson of a remote shepherd’s hut. 
 

Then a caravan explodes on a nearby farm, and the identity of the body 
inside drives the media into a feeding frenzy just a week before an 
international security forum comes to town. 
 

Suddenly, Griessel and Cupido’s dead-end cases are burning red-hot, 
and the flames threaten not just their careers, but those dearest to them. 
Local and international threats become perilously entwined in this tautly 
constructed thriller from a master of the form, as Griessel and Cupido 
race against time to uncover a plot that could challenge global politics at 
the highest level… 
 
 

"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
Deon Meyer is a sure-fire No. 1 bestseller in South Africa, topping all 
relevant charts. Selling over 3 million copies, his books are sold in 30 
countries and 28 different languages. Deon has also won many prizes, 
including the Deutsche Krimi Prize in Germany, Le Grand Prix de 
Littérature Policière and Le Prix Mystère de la Critique in France. +B*M" 
and P67MP//@ 6BQMN were both shortlisted for the CWA International 
Dagger. 6/"MP B4 P6/ 6Q@P/M was a global Number 1 hit Netflix 
Original film in 2024. -/V7>íN J/"=, featuring Benny Griessel, was 
produced by Lookout Point and broadcast on M-Net to acclaim in 2023. 

Agent: Isobel Dixon 
UK Editor: Sarah Hodgson 
US Editor: George Gibson 
 
UKexCan Pan Macmillan 

SA TPB: October 2026 
HB: March 2027 
PB: 2028 
Audio: March 2027 

US+Can Grove Atlantic 
HB: March 2027 
PB: 2028 
Audio: March 2027 

South Africa (Afrikaans) Human 
& Rousseau 
 
Film/TV Lookout Point 
 

France Gallimard 
Germany Aufbau 
Holland AW Bruna 
 

Option publishers 
Czechia Moba 
 

448 pages 
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ROMANCE 

 

SECRETS OF A WINTER ESCAPE 
Sue Moorcroft 

 

 Mkz^¶ ~| ®rk «|~µ· «r~ªk« ~p >^yk +~{~ ^|i {kk® ®rk k«®ª^|qki 
*kªk®®^ «s«®kª«Ï s| ®rk «kg~|i ~p fk«®«kzzkª N¯k ?~~ªgª~p®í« |kµ 
7®^zs^| >kq^g· Pªsz~q· 
 
‘The Queen of feelgood fiction.’ – Prk 7|ik§k|ik|® 
  
Christmas should be the most wonderful time of year. But for Erin, who's 
just lost the job that she loves, it's anything but. Down on her luck, the 
only gift she wants is escape... 
 

So, Erin returns to Lake Como, home to the pensione she inherited from 
the grandmother she never met. The city sparkles with the magic of the 
season, and the guests provide a welcome distraction from the life that 
Erin has left behind. 
 

As the snow begins to fall, Erin finds herself staying in the room next door 
to Caleb, an injured footballer who's eager to avoid the prying eyes of the 
press. With emotional baggage bigger than his suitcases, he's a 
complication that her bruised heart doesn't need. But when Caleb lights 
Erin up like Como's illuminations, will she admit that all she wants for 
Christmas is him? 
  
-~|í® {s«« ®rk psª«® f~~y s| ®rk ®ªsz~q·Ï N/+M/PN B4 P6/ 7P">7"@ 
5Q/NP6BQN/Ð  
‘A sun-drenched tale of family secrets and surprises with Sue's 
trademark intrigue and surprises plus a gorgeous hero!’ – Phillipa Ashley 
 

For Jade, life in Lake Como is la dolce vita. Until her beloved grandmother 
passes, leaving Jade not only the family’s bustling guesthouse, The Three 
Sisters, to run, but two life-changing secrets to confront… The §k|«s~|k 
hasn’t just been left to Jade, it’s also been inherited by her sisters – who 
she had no idea existed. As Erin and Rosalie arrive in Italy, Jade is forced 
to face the heart-wrenching prospect of sharing her last remaining tie to 
the woman who raised her.  
 

Jade is desperately trying to hold on to the past, but there’s one person 
she would prefer to leave firmly behind: her first love, Leo. He’s back in 
the city that is filled with the memories they once made together. As Jade 
fights to take control of her future, why do all roads lead back to Leo? 
 

Prk ®rsªi f~~y s| ®rk «kªsk«Ï N/+M/PN B4 " N/+B@- +6"@+/ 
NQ??/MÏ µszz fk ~¯® s| N§ªs|q À¾ÀÅÎ 
 

"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
Sue Moorcroft is the author of 28 novels, which have been translated into 
fourteen languages and sold more than 1.6 million copies in the UK 
alone. She has won the Goldsboro Books Contemporary Novel of the 
Year, Readers Best Romantic Novel award, a HOLT Medallion and the 
Katie Fforde Bursary. Sue was president of the Romantic Novelist’s 
Association (RNA) from 2023-6. 

Agent: Juliet Pickering 
UK Editor: Hannah Rossiter 
 
Rights sold 
WEL Quercus (at auction) 

PB: November 2026 
Audio: November 2026 

 

Option publishers 
Czechia Fortuna Libri 
Denmark Zara 
Slovakia Fortuna Libri 
Ukraine Old Lion Publishing 
House 
 
448 pages 
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CRIME  

 

THE SLEEP THAT KNOWS NO 
WAKING 
Ray Newman 

 

 " §~µkªp¯z zs®kª^ª· ®rªszzkª p~ª p^|« ~p >~¯s«k Wkz«rÏ "z^| J^ªy« ^|i 
-k||s« >kr^|k 
 
England, 1955. Britain is slowly recovering from WWII, but deep wounds 
remain. Two children go missing and battle-scarred war veteran 
Inspector Barnard Caspar leads the police investigation, along with right-
hand man, Sergeant Ken Ferris. 
 
Caspar’s life has become a kind of no-man’s-land: since his injury, he 
cannot bear to be touched by his wife, but the house belongs to her. She 
takes lovers; he turns a blind eye and throws himself into his work.  
 
Civil Defence Service volunteers search the woods. The detectives 
investigate an eccentric storyteller, a deserter known to camp in the 
forest, and a mysterious man in a bright blue suit. In a powerful climax, 
Caspar pursues a suspect through the Blitz-damaged landscape of 
Bristol’s docklands. He may win the chase, but can he save his own life? 
 
Ray Newman’s short fiction has already won him something of a cult 
following. His impeccably crafted urban gothic stories are showcased in 
three collections: ?Q@7+7J"> 5BP67+ (2022), 7@P/MV">N B4 
-"M=@/NN (2024) and P67@ J>"+/N 7@ 6"M- +B@+M/P/ (2026). 
 
Praise for Ray Newman’s short fiction: 
 
‘Housing estates, factories, tower blocks and caravans, nowhere is safe 
from Ray Newman's dark imagination. Existing somewhere between 
Robert Aickman and JG Ballard, these blackly funny tales are sure to chill 
you, no matter how high you turn the central heating.’ – John Grindrod 
 
‘Masterpieces of uncanny atmosphere, claustrophobic, tautly plotted, 
exquisitely evocative prose, written with an artist’s eye for detail and 
architecture. Ray Newman is an M.R. James or Robert Aickman of 
crumbling concrete and civic buildings. His incredible eerie tales of the 
urban weird will haunt you in the most welcome way.’ – Rose Ruane 
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
Ray Newman writes weird fiction, crime fiction, and sometimes things 
that sit between the two. He grew up in a working-class family, mostly on 
a council estate in Somerset, an experience which continues to define 
much of his writing. He studied English and American literature at 
Cambridge and has worked in communications, marketing, editorial and 
design. His first published novel, P6/ 5M"V/ -755/MíN *BY, came out 
in 2019. Since then, he has self-published several acclaimed collections 
of ghost stories and weird fiction. He lives in Bristol. 

Agent: Isobel Dixon 
 
Rights sold 
UKexCan On submission 
US+Can On submission 
 
 
67,000 words 
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LITERARY 

 

THE CITY OF ECHOES 
Joseph O’Connor 

 

 Prk ®rsªi s|«®^z{k|® ~p Bí+~||~ªí« ªs´k®s|qÏ k´~g^®s´k ®ªsz~q· «k® s| 
WW77 M~{kÏ pk^®¯ªs|q ^| ¯|p~ªqk®®^fzk f^|i ~p ¯|zsykz· rkª~k«  
  
Books 1 and 2, ?Y 4"P6/MíN 6BQN/ and P6/ 56BNPN B4 MB?/ were 
both instant Irish No.1 bestsellers, with more than 100,000 copies sold.  
  
‘Not just a wartime thriller, but a meditation on how we remember, how 
we resist and how, even in the darkest times, humanity endures.’ – Prk 
@kµ Y~ªy Ps{k« 
 
May 1944. Rome is still ruled by the Gestapo, but the Allies are closing 
in. 
 
As tensions rise, John May’s work smuggling escaped prisoners of war to 
safety through the Vatican Escape Line grows ever more treacherous. 
 
When a hijacked strongbox of Nazi money is discovered, May’s Escape 
Line comrades hope to use it to help their cause. But the money has been 
stolen by an infamous Roman criminal: a man whispered about for his 
legendary ruthlessness. 
 
May’s mission to recover the looted cash will take him to dangerous 
extremes. As rumours infect the beleaguered city, Gestapo boss Paul 
Hauptmann’s behaviour becomes increasingly desperate. Soon the pair 
are set on a deadly collision course which will test May’s courage to its 
limit. 
 
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
Joseph O’Connor is the author of many novels, short story collections and 
stage plays. NP"M B4 P6/ N/" (‘A breathtakingly daring and inventive 
novel.’ – Maggie O’Farrell) sold more than a million copies in the UK and 
was published in 38 languages.  
 
?Y 4"P6/MíN 6BQN/ was shortlisted for the Irish Novel Award 2023, 
and the Walter Scott Prize for Fiction 2024. P6/ 56BNPN B4 MB?/ was 
shortlisted for the 2025 Kerry Group Novel of The Year award and won 
the overall An Post Irish Book of the Year Award 2025.   

Agent: Isobel Dixon 
UK Editor: Elizabeth Foley 
US Editor: Michael Reynolds 
 

Rights sold 
UKexCan Harvill Secker 

HB: January 2027 
PB: January 2028 
Audio: January 2027 

US+Can Europa Editions 
HB: February 2027 
PB: February 2028 

US+Can Dreamscape 
Audio: February 2027 

  
Holland Meulenhoff 
Italy Guanda 
 

Option publishers 
Albania OMBRA GVG 
Publishing House  
France Payot & Rivages 
Germany C.H. Beck  
Poland Wydawnictwo Filia 
Spain Almuzara Libros 
 
368 pages 
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CONTEMPORARY 

 

SECRETS BETWEEN FRIENDS 
Sheila O’Flanagan 

 

 Wrk| ®rªkk µ~{k| p~ª{ ^| ¯|k¶§kg®ki pªsk|i«rs§Ï ®rk· is«g~´kª 
|kµ §kª«§kg®s´k« ~| ~zi §ª~fzk{«Î *¯® g^| ®rk· |^´sq^®k z~´k ^|i 
z~«« ®~ ps|i ®ª¯k r^§§s|k««Õ 
 
"| 7ªs«r P~§ ¿¾ fk«®«kzzkª 
 
‘Another engrossing Sheila O’Flanagan bestseller that will entertain and 
delight her fans.’ – Patricia Scanlan 
  
‘A warm, sensitive story about the power of female friendship, finding 
hope amidst the toughest times and the joy of second chances.’ – Lucie 
Diamond 
  
Ailie has lost her beloved husband after twenty tempestuous years. Her 
toxic in-laws are no comfort. Yet her teenage daughter wants to know her 
Italian family better. She plans to spend the summer working in their 
luxury hotel. Should Ailie follow, and confront the family who can’t forgive 
her?  
  
Sybil is alone but definitely not lonely. There’s just one problem: her 
younger sister, Tansy, thinks Sybil needs to find a man before it’s too late. 
And she has the perfect candidate. Can Sybil cope with Tansy interfering 
in her life again? 
  
Rua knows it’s a dangerous world for young women. Twice she’s faced 
the worst, and twice she’s started over. All she cares about is protecting 
her daughter. Yet she’s kept the full story from her. Is it time to trust 
Brontë with the truth?  
  
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
Sheila O’Flanagan is an international bestselling author, with more than 
9 million copies sold. Numerous novels have been immediate and long-
lasting No 1s in Ireland and UK Top 10 N¯|i^· Ps{k« Bestsellers and she 
is widely published around the world. She is the recipient of the 
prestigious Irish P^®zkª Literary Woman of the Year Award and was 
shortlisted for the 2024 Library Association of Ireland Author of the Year 
Award. Sheila was an Ambassador in Bookselling Ireland’s Irish Book 
Week campaign in 2025. 
  
Sheila’s previous contemporary novel, P6/ 6B@/Y?BB@ "44"7MÏ was 
an Irish Number One bestseller and spent a total of thirteen weeks in the 
Top Ten. Sheila O’Flanagan’s first historical novel, P6/ WB?"@ B@ P6/ 
*M7-5/, was also an Irish Number One bestseller.  
 

Agent: Isobel Dixon 
UK Editor: Marion Donaldson 
 
Rights sold 
WEL Headline 

HB: March 2026 
PB: March 2027 
Audio: March 2026 

 
Sweden LB Forlag 
 

Option publishers 
Czechia Euromedia 
Finland Docendo 
Germany Insel 
Hungary Alexandra 
 
 
432 pages 
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HISTORICAL 
THRILLER 

 

The GUNNER Series 
Alan Parks 

 

 /|qª~««s|q s|®kª|^®s~|^z WW77 ®rªszzkª« pk^®¯ªs|q ^ µ^ªãµ~¯|iki 
k¶ãg~§Ï f· ®rk ^ggz^s{ki ^¯®r~ª ~p ®rk 6^ªª· ?g+~· «kªsk« 
   

‘Great stuff… a vivid sense of place and time and what a main character!’ 
– Ian Rankin  
 

‘Gunner is a clever, endearing hero whose personal and professional 
baggage have enough heft to sustain future installments. This is a 
winner.’ – J¯fzs«rkª«í Wkkyz· 
 

*~~y ¿Ð 5Q@@/M  
Glasgow, March 1941. Joseph Gunner is back on his home turf after 
being wounded on the front lines in France. Keeping the pain in his leg at 
bay with the help of morphine, Gunner, a former detective, is hoping to 
lie low as the bombs begin to fall. But when he runs into his old boss 
Drummond, he is persuaded to help examine a body found in the 
wreckage. When it turns out to be that of a German, mutilated to disguise 
his identity, Gunner reluctantly agrees to investigate.  
 

As he begins to hunt for the truth Gunner runs into old flames and bitter 
enemies, before finding himself embroiled in a plot that reaches far 
beyond his hometown of Glasgow...  
 

*~~y ÀÐ -/+/JP7B@ 
New York, December 1941. Under the command of secret service agent 
Nickerson, Joseph Gunner is off the front lines and on the streets of New 
York, tasked with helping tip America into World War II by the British 
Secret Service… where he’ll soon uncover a conspiracy that goes far 
beyond what he thought was possible.  
 

*~~y ÁÐ PM"7PBM Ý§¯fzs«rs|q <¯z· À¾ÀÅÞ 
Sent to the South of France in November 1942 Gunner and Nickerson 
are on a mission to extract Nickerson's uncle whose capture would be a 
propaganda disaster. It soon becomes clear that Nickerson has another 
agenda, one that includes the assassination of a senior Nazi Officer. An 
assassination it falls to Gunner to carry out… 
 

5Q@@/M will return – Book 4 coming Summer 2028! 
 

"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª  
Alan Parks was born in Scotland. He attended the University of Glasgow 
where he was awarded an M.A. in Moral Philosophy, then worked in the 
music business before becoming a full-time writer.  
 

His Harry McCoy series has won, among other prizes, the McIlvanney 
Prize for Scottish Crime Book of the Year, the Edgar Allan Poe Award for 
Best Original Paperback, and France’s Prix Mystère De La Critique. 
Rights to the series have been sold in more than ten countries.  

Agent: Isobel Dixon 
UK Editor: Yassine Belkacemi 
US Editor: Claiborne Hancock 
 
Rights sold 
DECEPTION – Book 2 
UKexCan John Murray Press 

HB: July 2026 
PB: January 2027 
Audio: July 2026 

US+Can Pegasus Books / 
Recorded Books 

HB: July 2026 
Audio: July 2026 

 
Holland House of Books 
Spain Tusquets 
France Editions Rivages  
 

Option publishers 
Italy Bompiani 
 
320 pages 



39 

 

 

CONTEMPORARY 

 

SECRETS OF A SCOTTISH HEART 
Annie Robertson 

 

 " ª~{^|®sg «®~ª· ^f~¯® p^{sz· «kgªk®«Ï «kg~|i gr^|gk« ^|i ps|is|q 
µrkªk ·~¯ fkz~|qÏ ~| Ng~®z^|ií« fk^¯®sp¯z g~^«® å p~ª p^|« ~p 
N¯«^||k Bí>k^ª·Ï Nrksz^ Bí4z^|^q^| ^|i -kffsk ?^g~{fkª 
 
‘4~ª ªk^«~|« 7 r~§k ·~¯ízz ¯|ikª«®^|iÏ 7í{ zk^´s|q 6k^®rkª 6~¯«k ^|i ®rk 
§~®®kª· ®~ *kzz^ s| {· µszz Î Î Îí 

Bella Douglas, who has spent a decade managing a London art gallery, 
is reeling from the discovery that she’s inherited her Scottish 
grandmother’s home. The golden sands and wildflowers surrounding 
Heather House capture her heart immediately – as does Fergus, the 
rugged local builder she hires to restore the tumbledown building. 

Every time Fergus walks through the door, Bella’s pulse quickens. In 
Granny Morag’s pottery studio, she begins to imagine a different future 
– one where she creates her own art, where her son can flourish, where 
life finally feels like her own. Could she imagine staying here forever? 

But nothing prepares Bella for what she finds hidden amongst her 
grandmother’s papers – letters spanning decades, a secret that tore 
her family apart, and a truth so devastating it could destroy her claim to 
Heather House for good. Someone doesn’t want these secrets 
uncovered – and they’ll do whatever it takes to force Bella out. 

Bella is faced with an impossible choice: walk away from the home and 
the Scottish man who has stolen her heart and return to her old life in 
London, or stay to uncover the truth of why her grandmother left her 
Heather House. But is she strong enough to risk everything – her 
inheritance, her fresh start, and maybe even love? 
 
N/+M/PN B4 " N+BPP7N6 6/"MP s« ®rk psª«® s| ®rk J¯pps| +~´k Pªsz~q· 
 
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
Annie Robertson trained in London as a classical musician, then worked 
as PA to an Oscar winner, an acclaimed artist, a PR mogul and a Beatle. 
After years of running errands for the rich and famous, she went to 
medical school where, hiding novels in anatomy textbooks, she 
discovered her true passion for writing, and went on to complete a 
Creative Writing MA with distinction. Annie now lives back home in 
Scotland. When not writing, she enjoys playing the piano, swimming and 
yoga, and eating cake with friends.  
 
She has written women’s commercial/romantic fiction for over ten years, 
publishing eight books as Annie Robertson and two as Norie Clarke, with 
translations in fourteen languages. 

Agent: Juliet Pickering 
UK Editor: Maisie Lawrence 
 
Rights sold 
WEL Amazon 

PB: April 2027 
Audio: April 2027 

 
Option publishers 
Denmark Zara 
Finland Jentas 
Germany Jentas  
Spain Jentas 
 
75,000 words 
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LITERARY 

 

DRAGONFLY 
Monique Roffey 

 

 Nk^ªs|q ^|i ®s{kz·Ï ^| kzkg®ªsp·s|q |~´kz f· ®rk ^¯®r~ª ~p P6/ 
?/M?"7- B4 *>"+= +B@+6 ^|i J"NN7B@P7-/ 
  
‘A unique talent and most daring and versatile of writers.’ – Bernardine 
Evaristo 
 

‘A writer of verve, vibrancy and compassion; her work is always a joy to 
read.’ – Sarah Hall  
 

‘Roffey’s world-building power is evident on every page.’ – Kit Fan, Prk 
5¯^ªis^|  
 
July, 2054, the dawn of a New Age: conventional banking systems have 
collapsed, politicians have fled, deserting their duties, unable to cope 
with the politics of extreme heat. The 1% have scattered and are no 
longer in power. The ecologists, scientists, shamans and activists have 
inherited what’s left of the earth.  
 

Dr Mimi Fern – a former herald of this new Symbioscene – is dying. A 
tower for a ‘sky burial’ is being prepared at a nearby hillside and a funeral 
party of twenty-five people is slowly making its way to the hospice.  
 

Told through the voices of over twenty narrators – some human, others 
not – -M"5B@4>Y is both an elegy and a celebration: of activism, of life, 
of change. It is a story of active hope, and of how humanity gets through 
what is coming – temperatures of over 1.7°C/35°F warming, extreme 
weather events as the new normal, a planet where crops can no longer 
be reliably mass cultivated, a world which is forever too hot. It is the story 
of a woman, a force of profound good in the world and who was loved and 
respected, and a story of a community who have rallied, the vanguard of 
that New Age. 
 
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª  
Monique Roffey is an award-winning Trinidadian-born novelist. 6BQN/ 
B4 "N6/N was shortlisted for the Costa Novel Prize and the OCM BOCAS 
Award. "M+67J/>"5B won the OCM BOCAS Award for Caribbean 
Literature in 2013 and was shortlisted for the Orion Award 2014. P6/ 
W67P/ WB?"@ B@ P6/ 5M//@ *7+Y+>/ was shortlisted for the 
Orange Prize and the Encore Award 2010.  
 
P6/ ?/M?"7- B4 *>"+= +B@+6 was shortlisted for the 2020 
Goldsmiths Prize and the 2021 Rathbones Folio Prize and won both the 
Costa Novel Prize and the Costa Book of the Year Award 2020. Her latest 
novel, J"NN7B@P7-/, was published by Harvill Secker (UK) and AA 
Knopf (US) in 2024. She is a Lecturer in Creative Writing at Manchester 
Metropolitan University. 

Agent: Isobel Dixon 
UK Editor: Alex Russell 
 
Rights sold 
UKexCan Jonathan Cape 

HB: August 2027 
PB: 2028 
Audio: August 2027 

 

Option publishers 
France Memoire D’Encrier  
Hungary Könyvmolyképzǃ 
India (Marathi) Walden 
Publications 
Poland Swiat  
Romania Alice Books 
Russia Arkadia 
Turkey Can 
Ukraine Knigolove 
 
65,000 words 
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HISTORICAL 

 

INJURED HONOUR 
Julian Stockwin 

 

 Prk {^«®kª ~p |^¯®sg^z psg®s~| ªk®¯ª|« µs®r ®rk ~§k|s|q «^z´~ ~p ^ 
fª^|iã|kµ «kªsk«Ï «k® s| ®rk 5~zik| "qk ~p N^szÏ p~ª ªk^ikª« ~p 
J^®ªsgy Bí*ªsk| ^|i <¯zs^|í« ´kª· ~µ| z^|i{^ªy =·ii «kªsk« 
  
‘Very readable and enjoyable. I recommend that you go out, beg, borrow 
or buy, and enjoy.’ – Bernard Cornwell 
 
‘His vantage point of a common sailor gives the nautical novel a fresh 
twist. In Stockwin’s hands the sea story will continue to entrance readers 
across the world.’ – Prk 5¯^ªis^| 
 
‘Stockwin really knows early British navy lore… Exciting stuff!’ – Mel 
Brooks, Prk @kµ Y~ªy Ps{k« 
  
 
1791. One officer must claw his way back, from disgrace to redemption. 
 
Falsely incriminated by a bitter rival, Lt. Harry Wylde is dismissed from 
the Navy and disowned by his father. 
  
With nowhere left to turn, he is forced to descend into the hellish 
Georgian underworld, learning lessons of life, loyalty and leadership in a 
bitter fight for survival.  
  
Gruelling encounters in cutthroat alleys and the prize-fighting ring will 
lead him back to his rival, now a despised renegade, on distant shores.  
 
Through it all, can Wylde seize the means to restore his honour? 
 
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
Julian Stockwin joined a tough sea-training school at 14, then joined the 
Royal Navy and transferred to the Royal Australian Navy when his family 
emigrated. He saw service in the Far East, Antarctic, South Seas and 
Vietnam, and was on board the Melbourne at the time of its disastrous 
peacetime collision with the Voyager. Later he worked for NATO on the 
strategic deployment of merchant shipping.  
 
The greatest living writer of nautical fiction, he was shortlisted for the 
Mountbatten Maritime Literary Award 2008, and is the author of the 27-
book =·ii series, following the journey of a young press-ganged seaman 
as he rises through the ranks of His Majesty’s Navy. 
 

Agent: Isobel Dixon 
UK Editor: Kit Neville 
 
Rights sold 
WEL Hodder & Stoughton 

HB: 2027 
PB: 2028 
Audio: 2027 

 
92,000 words 
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HISTORICAL 

 

THE SECRET SOCIETY OF 
LIBRARIANS 
Kate Thompson 

 

 " «®~ª· ~p ®µ~ fª^´k µ~{k|Ï «k§^ª^®ki f· µ^ªÏ f¯® ¯|s®ki f· ®rksª 
z~´k ~p f~~y«   
 
‘Readers will be on tenterhooks wondering who will survive this war and 
if the Secret Society will meet again in person… Anyone who loves books, 
libraries, and history will appreciate this powerful novel.’ – *~~yzs«®, 
starred review 
 
‘Thompson doesn’t shy from the horror...But it’s not all doom and gloom. 
Friendship and love emerge as the force to keep people going...’ –
Historical Novel Society 
 
London, 1939. When war breaks out on librarian Joyce Kindred’s 
doorstep and a call for help rings out across the libraries of London, she’s 
determined to act. Joyce knows only the world of books can offer safety 
and comfort to her neighbourhood – and she will make sure no one is left 
behind. Joyce sets up a mobile library scheme, but soon her acts of 
resistance go beyond sharing books. She shelters a young Jewish 
refugee, Adela – and it's not long before she discovers Adela has a secret 
that could turn their world upside down again… 
  
Occupied Poland, 1942. Dorotha knows any chance of escaping the 
barbed wire fences and cruelty of the _ódȋ ghetto dwindles by the day. 
Reading isn't just an act of defiance: it’s the only thing left in her life over 
which she has any control. So she shares books under the cover of 
darkness, creating a secret library away from her captors – that is, until 
even that last ray of hope is taken from her... 
 
Joyce and Dorotha were once librarians, ordinary women, and best 
friends. The war has forced them into acts of unimaginable bravery – but 
will they ever find each other again?  
 
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
Kate is an award-winning journalist, ghost-writer and novelist. She spent 
five years’ working on national newspapers such as the -^sz· /¶§ªk«« and 
-^sz· ?^sz, and also on all the major national women’s magazine titles. 
Kate is also the author of the N¯|i^· Ps{k« bestselling non-fiction book 
" ?BP6/MíN JMB?7N/. 
  
P6/ W"MP7?/ *BB= +>Q* reached No. 2 in the New Zealand charts, 
No. 18 in the Australian charts, No. 16 in the SA charts  and has sold in 
7 languages. P6/ >7PP>/ W"MP7?/ >7*M"MY reached the Top Ten in 
Canada and Australia and has sold in 13 languages. Kate’s books have 
been shortlisted RNA Awards and her debut, N/+M/PN B4 P6/ N7@5/M 
57M>N, was a N¯|i^· Ps{k« bestseller in 2015. 

Agent: Kate Burke 
UK Editor: Lucy Stewart 
 
Rights sold 
WEL Hodder & Stoughton 

HB: March 2026 
PB: August 2026 
Audio: March 2026 

 
Croatia Znanje 
Spain Maeva 
 

Option publishers 
Finland Bazar 
France City Editions 
Greece Minoas 
Poland Literackie 
Portugal Porto Editora  
Slovakia Ikar 
 
 
464 pages 



43 

 

 

CRIME 

 

LIAR LIAR 
Luca Veste 

 

 Prk psª«® s| ^ fªszzs^|® «kªsk« «k® ~| >¯g^í« r~{k qª~¯|i ~p 
>s´kª§~~zÎ " |kµ §¯fzs«rkªÏ |kµ «kªsk« ^|i |kµ gr^§®kª s| rs« 
§¯fzs«rs|q g^ªkkª 
   
‘Right from its startling opening, this brilliant slice of crime fiction throws 
the reader head-first into a dark and unsettling mystery. A twist-filled 
thrill-ride of a novel.’ – B.P. Walter 
 
‘A Scouse Sopranos meets Line of Duty.’ – Chris Brookmyre 
 
‘A tough, scary account of the way fear is deliberately generated in order 
to keep control in a depressed and depressing society, where courage 
and hard work are never enough to ensure either safety or justice.’ – 
Natasha Cooper, >s®kª^ª· Mk´skµ 
  
Once hailed as Liverpool’s finest detective, Mark Fletcher brought a 
serial killer to justice and earned the city’s admiration. But when it’s 
revealed he falsified evidence in past cases, his legacy is shattered – and 
so is his life. 
  
Now disgraced and spiralling, Fletcher wakes up in a hotel room with no 
memory of the last 24 hours… and a dead body beside him. 
  
The evidence says he did it. His instincts say otherwise. Hunted by the 
force he once served, Fletcher must uncover the truth – not just to clear 
his name, but to survive. Because someone wants him silenced, and 
they’ll stop at nothing to finish what they started… 
  
>7"M >7"M is the first in a four-book deal with Avon (HarperCollins) – the 
next book in the series, P/>> P">/, will be published in Spring 2027. 
  
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
Luca Veste is a writer of Italian and Liverpudlian heritage. He is the 
author of eight novels, including the Murphy & Rossi series, and 
standalone novels. 
  
He is the co-organiser of the Locked Up Festival, which raised over 
£25,000 for the Trussell Trust, co-host of the Pµ~ +ªs{k Wªs®kª« ^|i ^ 
?sgª~§r~|k podcast, and the bass player in the Fun Lovin’ Crime Writers. 
He studied psychology and criminology at the University of Liverpool. He 
is married with two daughters and lives in Merseyside.  
  
 

Agent: Kate Burke 
UK Editor: Helen Huthwaite 
 
Rights sold 
WEL Avon 

PB: June 2026 
Audio: June 2026 

 
Slovenia Uőila 
Turkey Yediveren 
 
 

 
 
416 pages 
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HISTORICAL 
CRIME 

 

THE VARIETY PALACE SERIES 
Bridget Walsh 

 

 " zs´kz· ^|i {~´s|q Vsg®~ªs^| gªs{k «kªsk« «k® s| >~|i~|í« V^ªsk®· 
J^z^gk pk^®¯ªs|q ®rk^®ªk {^|^qkª ?s||sk W^ªi ^|i qk|®zk{^| 
ik®kg®s´k "zfkª® /^«®kªfª~~y 
  
P6/ PQ?*>7@5 57M> won the UEA Little Brown Award for Crime Fiction 
2019 and the published novel was  shortlisted for the CWA New Blood 
Dagger and won the HWA Debut Crown 2024. P6/ 7@@B+/@PN was 
longlisted for the CWA Gold Dagger. 
 
Pushkin Vertigo will publish the fourth instalment, P6/ JMB?/@"-/ B4 
WB@-/MN, in 2027. 
 
‘Triumphant... Vivid period detail, clever plotting, and thoughtful 
characterizations. This series merits a long run.’ –  J¯fzs«rkª« Wkkyz· 
 
*~~y ÁÐ P6/ NJ7M7P 5Q7-/ 
‘Walsh, who clearly knows her Victorians, writes with gusto… time past 
is so vividly evoked that one can almost smell it. Highly recommended.’ 
– Laura Wilson, Prk 5¯^ªis^|, ‘The Best Recent Crime and Thrillers’ 
 
‘Historical crime fiction at its most beguiling.’ – Barry Forshaw, Prk 
4s|^|gs^z Ps{k«, ‘Best New Crime Books’  
 
1879, Victorian London. Will-they-won’t-they detective duo Minnie Ward 
and Albert Easterbrook are looking into two mysterious deaths. This 
leads them to the doors of the Spirit Sisterhood, a spiritualist group with 
a suspicious focus on young women. 
  
Minnie smells a rat. Going undercover on her own at the organisation’s 
countryside house, she discovers a strangely compelling world of spirits 
and ghosts. But, without Albert or anyone she loves nearby, Minnie 
quickly finds herself in very hot water... 
 
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
Bridget Walsh was born in London to Irish immigrant parents. She 
studied English literature and was an English teacher for 23 years, before 
leaving the profession to pursue her writing. Bridget lives in Norwich with 
her husband, Micky, and her two dogs. 

Agent: Isobel Dixon 
UK Editor: Daniel Seton 
 
Rights sold 
WEL Pushkin Vertigo Books 1-4 
WEL Bolinda 

  Audio: Books 1-3 
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FOLK FABLE/FILM 
TIE-IN 

 

WICKER 
Ursula Wills 

 

 " i^ªyz· r¯{~ª~¯« ^|i r^¯|®s|q «®~ª· k¶§z~ªs|q z~´kÏ k|´·Ï ^|i 
ªk´k|qkÏ «~~| ®~ fk ^ {^x~ª {~®s~| §sg®¯ªk «®^ªªs|q Bzs´s^ +~z{^| 
^|i "zk¶^|ikª Ny^ª«qcªi 
  
W7+=/M is the story of a lonely fish seller.  Desperate for companionship, 
she trades her life savings – three gold coins – to a local basket-maker 
with a single request: make me a husband. Woven from willow, her new 
partner is broad-shouldered, gentle-spoken, and utterly devoted. As he 
mends her leaky roof, shares her bed, and restores her happiness, the 
woman blossoms, wearing flowers in her hair and singing as she works.  
 
However, her transformation sparks deep jealousy among the villagers, 
whose own marriages begin to curdle with envy. Driven by malice, the 
townspeople hatch a wicked scheme to convince her that her wicker 
spouse has betrayed her. 
 
Tor UK will publish the short story and audio edition of the story in 
October 2026 alongside the film release with a collection of Ursula’s 
short stories to come in print, audio and eBook in Spring 2027 on Tor’s 
new speculative crossover imprint Wildthorn. Tor USA will publish 
simultaneously. 
 
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
Ursula Wills is a writer of short stories who lives in Gloucestershire, 
England. W7+=/M was originally released on an online platform as P6/ 
W7+=/M 6QN*"@-. 
 

Agent: Julian Friedmann 
UK Editor: Gillian Green 
US Editor: Erika Tsang 
 
Rights sold 
UKexCan Tor UK 

Ebook: October 2026 
PB: Spring 2027 
Audio: October 2026 

US+Can Tor US 
Ebook: October 2026 
PB: Spring 2027 
Audio: October 2026 

 
Italy Under offer 
Germany Ullstein 
 
 
WICKER story: 11 pages 
Full collection: 160 pages 
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LITERARY 

 

THE PHIAL 
Edward Wilson-Lee 

 

 " ikf¯® |~´kz ~p k|kªqk®sg ^|i ^{fs®s~¯« s{^qs|^®s~|Ï «§^||s|q 
gk|®¯ªsk« ^|i g~|®s|k|®«Ï f· ®rk ^ggz^s{ki «gr~z^ª ~p 
Mk|^s««^|gk rs«®~ª· ^|i §rsz~«~§r· 
  
Jª^s«k p~ª /iµ^ªi Wsz«~|ã>kk 
‘Wilson-Lee offers a thrill on almost every page.’ – Irina DumitrescuÏ @kµ 
Y~ªy Ps{k« 
 

‘In Wilson-Lee’s hands, the most abstruse subjects become not so much 
transparent as feverishly exciting.’ – James McConnochie, N¯|i^· 
Ps{k« 
 

‘Autodidact catnip. He’s a gifted chronicler of the odd, the interesting 
and the esoteric.’ – Ian Sansom, Prk N§kg®^®~ª 
  
On an eerily quiet morning in just-locked-down London, antiques dealer 
and disgraced former museum curator Edgar Roscoe is summoned to an 
unsettling encounter at the Inns of Court, where he is commissioned to 
run background on a glass phial which, it is claimed, contains something 
extraordinary – the tears of Christ. The relic, which has been in the 
keeping of Staple's Inn since the mid-eighteenth century, is now 
scheduled for a public auction, which, as decreed by the mysterious 
legator, must take place at such a time as the churchgoing population of 
the country falls below fifty percent. 
 

As Roscoe makes his way through the deserted city, sticking to the 
network of mews, alleyways and backstreets which are his preferred 
haunt, it becomes clear that Roscoe and his clients are not the only ones 
interested in the object. What ensues is a series of increasingly frantic 
chases, through history and through London, uncovering the past of an 
inconspicuous treasure that has been an object of obsession in many 
previous worlds – though not always for the same reasons… 
 
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
Edward Wilson-Lee is a Fellow in English at Sidney Sussex College, 
Cambridge, where he teaches Renaissance Literature. After growing up 
in the US, Kenya, and Switzerland, he studied in London, New York, 
Oxford and Cambridge and lived in Zimbabwe, Mexico and the United 
States in between. He lives in Cambridge with his wife and two sons. 
 
He writes on books, travel and history, and he has been awarded 
numerous Fellowships to support his work, including from the British 
Academy and the Leverhulme Foundation. He has published four books, 
N6"=/NJ/"M/ 7@ NW"67>7>"@-, P6/ +"P">B5Q/ B4 
N67JWM/+=/- *BB=N, " 67NPBMY B4 W"P/M (shortlisted for the 
James Tait Black Prize for Biography 2023) and P6/ 5M"??"M B4 
"@5/>N, and his work has been translated into fifteen languages. 

Agent: Isobel Dixon 
 
Rights sold 
UKexCan On Submission 
US+Can On Submission 
 
96,000 words 

https://www.thetimes.com/culture/books/article/the-grammar-of-angels-review-italys-pop-star-philosopher-xm8dj0ks3
https://www.thetimes.com/culture/books/article/the-grammar-of-angels-review-italys-pop-star-philosopher-xm8dj0ks3
https://www.spectator.co.uk/article/in-search-of-pico-della-mirandola-the-quintessential-renaissance-man/
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NON-FICTION 
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PSYCHOLOGY 

 

SMITTEN 
Tom Bellamy, Ph.D. 

 

 " pªk«r ^|i |k¯ª~«gsk|®spsg z~~y ^® ª~{^|®sg ~f«k««s~| ^|i 
ªkz^®s~|«rs§« p~ª p^|« ~p Æ MQ>/N B4 >BV/Ï "PP"+6/- ^|i 
W7M/- 4BM >BV/Î 4k^®¯ªki s| Prk Bf«kª´kªÏ Prk @kµ N®^®k«{^|Ï 
@kµ Y~ªy Ps{k« ̂ |i Nkª´sgkÇÃÑ ^z«~ ^ N§~®sp· /is®~ªí« Jsgy 
 
‘A wise and generous life raft for anyone lost in a crush.’ – Natasha Lunn 
 
‘A masterful exploration of limerence… His unique integration of 
neuroscientific expertise with deep empathy for the limerent experience 
creates an invaluable resource for both professionals and those seeking 
to understand their own overwhelming romantic feelings.’ – Dr Liat Yakir 
  
“Butterflies” in the stomach, intrusive thoughts, fantasies about 
imaginary scenarios, mood swings from euphoria to despair… aren’t 
these all the familiar hallmarks of new love? Not quite. These are 
characteristics of the psychological state of “limerence”, also known as 
obsessive, passionate or addictive love that can become unhealthy.  
 
Millions of people will experience limerence at some point in their life, 
and in this book, neuroscientist Dr Tom Bellamy explores scientific 
advances in understanding romance and obsession since the term was 
first coined in the 1970s, and sheds light on this little-understood 
element of the human experience. Discover: 
¶ what drives limerence;  
¶ how to recognise limerence in yourself and others;  
¶ how to manage phases of addiction to another person;  
¶ and how to move past it to sustain longer, more fulfilling 

relationships.  
 
With supportive advice about next steps, this book will help readers 
struggling with unwanted feelings to find emotional equilibrium. 
N?7PP/@ is a brilliant and much-needed exploration of the psychology 
of infatuation, and how to recognise and move beyond it toward a 
healthier experience of love.  
 
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª  
Dr Tom Bellamy is an academic neuroscientist and Honorary Associate 
Professor of Pharmacology at the University of Nottingham. He was 
awarded a PhD in Neuroscience from University College London in 2001 
and held a personal fellowship at the Babraham Institute in Cambridge 
from 2004 to 2010. He writes about how the mechanisms of 
neurophysiology can help us understand human behaviour. 

Agent: Juliet Pickering 
UK Editor: Sophie Blackman 
US Editor: Anna deVries 
 
Rights sold 
UKexCan Watkins/Bolinda 

HB: April 2025 
Audio: April 2025 

US+Can St Martin’s Press 
HB: February 2026 
PB: February 2027 
Audio: February 2026 

 
Russia AST 
Spain Editorio Sirio 
Vietnam Saigon Books 
 
288 pages 
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MEMOIR 

 

NOTES FROM AN EMPTY HOUSE 
Edward Carey 

 

 "| ^ª®p¯z {kis®^®s~| ~| r~µ §~««k««s~|« ik«gªsfk ^ zspkÎ " 
fkq¯szs|q x~¯ª|k·Ï k¶§z~ªs|q ®s{kÏ §~««k««s~|«Ï qr~«®« ^|i µr^® 
µk zk^´k fkrs|i  
 
After living for twenty years in America, writer and illustrator Edward 
Carey thinks that at last it is time to return home to his native England. 
But the moment this decision is made, he is overtaken by panic. What 
does ‘home’ mean now, after such long absence? What is he to do with 
all the things gathered in his Texas bungalow – objects, souvenirs, 
curiosities, talismans, to remind him where he came from? 
 
To distract from the business of packing up his life, he resolves that he 
must at last explore – and draw – the objects in the Harry Ransom 
Center, one of the most important literary archives. For years he has put 
off this reconnaissance and discovery, when this great treasure was right 
on his doorstep. Has he left it too late? And for how long will this 
celebrated collection be safe from the meddling of a governing elite 
increasingly hostile to the arts? 
 
With memories of trawling the muddy shores of London’s low-tide 
Thames with his children, Carey begins ‘mudlarking the archives’. Carey 
draws all the objects he finds, in minute, haunting detail – the ‘death’ 
socks of Arthur Conan Doyle, Edgar Allan Poe’s writing desk, Gloria 
Swanson’s sugar coffin. He learns of the history of the objects and their 
‘housing’ – containers which, too, are artefacts: Doris Lessing’s plastic 
bags, A.A. Milne’s satchel, Graham Greene’s suitcase. A guard describes 
the ghosts of the Harry Ransom Centre so Carey draws them too. At last, 
to his surprise, he finds his own private correspondence, speaking from 
the past, across continents, of personal tragedy… 
 
As his Texas house empties, Carey writes and draws, offering readers a 
visual and literary cornucopia that spans the globe, and deeply stirs the 
mind and heart.  
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
Edward Carey is a writer and illustrator who was born in North Walsham, 
Norfolk, England, during an April snowstorm.  
 
He has written plays for the National Theatre of Romania and the Vilnius 
Small State Theatre, Lithuania. In England his plays and adaptations 
have been performed at the Young Vic Studio, the Battersea Arts Centre, 
and the Royal Opera House Studio. He has collaborated on a shadow 
puppet production of Macbeth in Malaysia, and with the Faulty Optic 
Theatre of Puppets.  

Agent: Isobel Dixon 
 
Rights sold 
UKexCan Deal agreed 
US+Can Deal agreed 
 
Proposal available 



50 

 

 

NATURE 

 

ROUGH EDGES 
Natasha Carthew 

 

 "| s|«sqr®p¯zÏ ikps^|® {^|spk«®~ p~ª p~ªq~®®k| g~^«®^z 
g~{{¯|s®sk«Ï pª~{ ®rk @kª~ *~~y "µ^ªi«ã«r~ª®zs«®ki ^¯®r~ª ~p 
Q@-/M+QMM/@P 
  
‘Immediately compelling. Natasha Carthew has the credentials… she 
approaches these places not as some Hampstead anthropologist 
parachuting in for atmosphere, but as someone emerging from the same 
conditions.’ – Jack Burke, Prk Ps{k« 
 

‘Carthew is a riveting, self-aware narrator… her encounters are 
fascinating.’ – Tanya Gold, Prk Bf«kª´kª 
 

‘Natasha Carthew writes with an insight and an acuity of vision that few 
can match, and the messages of ROUGH EDGES land with great 
integrity.’ – Sally Huband 
 
Beyond the picture postcards, Britain’s coastal communities are 
suffering. Crowds flood the beaches during summer heatwaves but 
quickly vanish again, leaving behind drifts of rubbish and unstable 
seasonal jobs. Seaside property is in high demand but affordable only for 
landlords and gentrifiers.  
 
The cost-of-living crisis and the ongoing pains of austerity trap those at 
the vulnerable edges of our nation in poverty.  
 
Having grown up in rural Cornwall, Natasha Carthew leaves the county in 
search of the bigger picture. Travelling the country and exploring the 
villages, towns and cities of our coast, she meets the people fighting to 
keep these places alive. With fierce compassion, she shares their voices 
and their stories.  
 
MBQ56 /-5/N is a rallying cry for the beauty and importance of our 
coast and its people.  
 
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª  
Natasha Carthew is a working-class writer and poet. After publishing four 
novels and several books of poetry, she contributed to 6"5Ð 4~ªq~®®k| 
4~zy P^zk« (Virago Press, 2020) and WB?/@ B@ @"PQM/ (Unbound, 
2021). Natasha’s memoir, Q@-/M+QMM/@P, was shortlisted for the 
Nero Book Awards in 2023.  
 

Natasha has written extensively on nature and socio-economics, 
including for Prk 5¯^ªis^|, Prk *sq 7««¯k and Prk /g~|~{s«®, and 
presenting on BBC Radio 3 and Radio 4.  
 

Natasha is the founder of the Common Ground Prize for Nature Writing, 
and Founder of the Working Class Writers’ Festival. 

Agent: Juliet Pickering 
UK Editor: Charlotte Humphery 
 
Rights sold 
UKexCan Sceptre 

HB: June 2026 
PB: April 2027 
Audio: June 2026 

 
278 pages 

https://www.thetimes.com/culture/books/article/rough-edges-land-meets-water-untold-stories-coastline-communities-natasha-carthew-review-35nvpx7ks
https://observer.co.uk/culture/books/article/how-britains-coastal-communities-lost-hope?utm_campaign=553677_Observer+Daily_20263002&utm_medium=email&utm_source=dotdigital
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SCIENCE 

 

INTIMATE ENEMIES 
Gianmarco Contino 

 

 " |^ªª^®s´k q¯sik ®~ ®rk qk|~{sg ^qk ~p g^|gkªÏ fzk|is|q «gsk|gk 
^|i rs«®~ª· s| qªs§§s|q p^«rs~|Ï 7@P7?"P/ /@/?7/N s« §kªpkg® p~ª 
ªk^ikª« ~p Nsiir^ª®r^ ?¯yrkªxkkÏ M^grkz +z^ªyk ^|i +^ªz~ M~´kzzs  
 
Informed by Gianmarco’s roles in both the clinical and research arenas 
(as a Consultant Surgeon at University Hospitals Birmingham and 
Associate Professor of Cancer Genomic Medicine at the University of 
Birmingham respectively), 7@P7?"P/ /@/?7/N reveals the 
mechanisms by which cancer turns our own genetic code against 
ourselves.  
 
Sophisticated but accessible, the book introduces readers to thirteen 
oncogenes and their potential to betray our bodies by promoting the 
growth of tumours, disabling our defences, and corrupting the natural 
order of our bodies’ governing systems – but also how those genes hold 
the key to effective treatment, hope arising from the danger. 
 
Running alongside the science in each chapter are the stories of the 
pioneering researchers, brave volunteers and, of course, the patients: 
the surprises, the setbacks, the politics, the ingenuity and the will it takes 
to make these discoveries and put them into practice to save lives, told 
with propulsive style and heartfelt compassion. 
 
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
Dr Gianmarco Contino MD, PhD, is a leading clinician-scientist and 
internationally-recognised expert in cancer genomics, working at the 
intersection of cancer genomics, surgery, and translational oncology. He 
is Associate Professor of Cancer Genomic Medicine at the University of 
Birmingham and a Consultant Upper Gastrointestinal Surgeon at 
University Hospitals Birmingham. 
 
His work bridges laboratory research and clinical practice, linking 
advances in cancer genomics to the care of patients living with cancer. 
His research focuses on chromosomal instability and the genomic 
evolution of cancer, with programmes connected to Genomics England, 
UK Biobank, and international cancer genomics consortia. 
 
Alongside his research and clinical work, he speaks regularly to 
professional, scientific, and patient audiences on cancer biology and 
genomic medicine, including at events associated with the European 
Organisation for Research and Treatment of Cancer, and is also a 
Research Fellow at the Von Hügel Institute, University of Cambridge. 

Agent: Finlay Charlesworth 
 
Rights sold 
UKexCan On Submission 
US+Can On Submission 
 
Proposal and sample 
chapters available 
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ART 

 

FRAGILE BODIES 
Kat Lister 

 

 " fk^¯®sp¯zz· ªkpzkg®s´k g~|´kª«^®s~| ^f~¯® r~µ szz|k«« 
®ª^|«p~ª{ki ®rk µ~ªy ~p «~{k ~p ~¯ª fk«®ãy|~µ| ´s«¯^z ^ª®s«®« 
  
In 4M"57>/ *B-7/N, Kat uses her own experience with serious illness to 
look for solace and empathy in art. As she lay in hospital, Kat turned her 
gaze toward the impact bodily trauma has had on some of her favourite 
artists – Frida Kahlo, Dorothea Lange, Henri Matisse, Tracey Emin – 
searching for the difference that sickness or injury made to their 
incredible creative minds, and investigating how they each turned their 
suffering into art itself, or transformed their art when forced to adapt to 
an altered physicality.  
 
Told through a selection of notable artists of the twentieth century, 
4M"57>/ *B-7/N blends memoir, criticism and biography in order to 
bring their stories vibrantly to life. What connects these artists? The 
warring elements of struggle and resilience that coloured their lives. 
Challenging our notions of activity and passivity in times of grief and 
adversity, each of these narratives will reveal their work as pieces of 
themselves. How did Frida Kahlo’s sick bed, after a tram accident 
rendered her immobile at the age of eighteen, help her reimagine her 
fractured body with brushes and paint? What impact did Dorothea 
Lange’s childhood polio have on her gaze in Depression-afflicted 
America, photographing with empathy?  
 
From Henri Matisse’s cut-outs, created when he was no longer able to 
hold a paintbrush or stand at his easel, to the fragmentary hope of Derek 
Jarman’s garden in the years he spent living with HIV, via the 
ephemerality of Eva Hesse’s tragically curtailed sculptural life in 1960s 
New York, the racialised art of Donald Rodney and the visceral paintings 
of Tracy Emin, these stories illuminate the fragile interplay between the 
body’s betrayals and the soul’s resilience.  
 
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª  
Kat Lister is a writer and editor based in London. Beginning her career as 
a music journalist at the @?/, she has gone on to write widely for 
publications including Vsgk, 5¯^ªis^|, ?^ªsk +z^sªkÏ V~q¯kÏ ®rk 
7|ik§k|ik|® and Prk 4k{s|s«® Ps{k«, where she was appointed 
Contributing Editor. Kat was Editor of both Features and News at Prk 
J~~z, from 2017-2019. Since her husband’s death in 2018, she has 
focused on investigating her experience of grief, writing widely circulated 
essays and features for Prk N¯|i^· Ps{k« ?^q^ºs|kÏ N¯|i^· Ps{k« N®·zk 
and Prk Bf«kª´kª.  
 
Her first book, P6/ />/?/@PNÐ " W7-BW6BB-, was published in 2021 
with Icon Books. She also teaches at the University of London. 

Agent: Juliet Pickering 
UK Editor: Jenny Lord 
US Editor: Elizabeth Pankova 
 
Rights sold 
UKexCan Weidenfeld & Nicholson 

HB: April 2027 
PB: 2028 
Audio: April 2027 

US+Can Catapult 
TPB: April 2027 
Audio: April 2027 

 
75,000 words 
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MEMOIR 

 

THE WOMAN IN THE CHINESE COLLAR 
Hannah Lowe 

 

 Prk +~«®^ *~~y ~p ®rk Yk^ª µs||kª ªk®¯ª|« µs®r ^| ^«®~¯|is|q 
z·ªsg^z {k{~sªÏ s|®kªµk^´s|q ®rk §kª«~|^z ^|i rs«®~ªsgÏ ®rk 
s|´k«®sq^®s´k ^|i §~k®sg 
  
In this rich, lyrical hybrid memoir, Hannah Lowe goes in search of her 
Afro-Chinese aunt Nelsa, a herbalist and healer, brothel madam and 
renowned restaurant/nightclub hostess in 1950s/60s Kingston, Jamaica. 
P6/ WB?"@ 7@ P6/ +67@/N/ +B>>"M is at once a fascinating archival 
detective story, a poetic evocation of Jamaica and a haunting glimpse of 
an extraordinary woman’s life.  
 
A single portrait photograph of Nelsa galvanised Hannah’s search to 
recover the lost story of a woman making her way in a man’s world. 
Politics, poverty, disability, sex work and crime combine in this narrative 
of diaspora and home, interrogating the multiple ways in which 
photographs hold meaning; the role of writing and research in tracing 
routes and roots and how to excavate the life of a marginalised woman 
when the archives are empty.  
 
Hannah won the prestigious Eccles Centre Hay Festival Prize for her work 
on P6/ WB?"@ 7@ P6/ +67@/N/ +B>>"M.  
 
A skilful, memorable work, ideal for fans of Olivia Laing, Jung Chang and 
Janet Malcolm.  
 
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª  
Hannah Lowe was born in Ilford to an English mother and Jamaican-
Chinese father. Her poetry collection, P6/ =7-N, won the Costa Poetry 
Award and then the Book of the Year Award 2021. It was a Poetry Book 
Society Choice for Autumn 2021 and was shortlisted for the T.S. Eliot 
Prize, and was also an 7ªs«r Ps{k« and 5¯^ªis^| poetry book of the year.  
Her prose memoir, >B@5 P7?/ @B N//, exploring her relationship with 
her half-Chinese, half-Jamaican immigrant father, was published by 
Periscope in 2014. Her first book-length collection, +67+=, won the 
2015 Michael Murphy Memorial Prize and was selected for the Poetry 
Book Society’s Next Generation Poets 2014 promotion. Her second full-
length collection, +6"@, was published by Bloodaxe Books in 2016. 

Agent: Isobel Dixon 
UK Editor: Sophie Missing 
 
Rights sold 
UKexCan Scribner (at auction) 

HB: March 2027 
PB: 2028 
Audio: March 2027 

 
336 pages 
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BIOGRAPHY 

 

CHRIS HANI: A Life of Courage 
and Compassion 

Zakes Mda 

 

 Prk psª«® ^¯®r~ªs«ki fs~qª^§r· ~p +rªs« 6^|sÏ µªs®®k| f· ~|k ~p 
N~¯®r "pªsg^ó« {~«® ^ggz^s{ki ^¯®r~ª«Ï \^yk« ?i^Ï iª^µs|q ~| 
k¶®k|«s´k ~ªsqs|^z ªk«k^ªgr ^|i s|®kª´skµ« µs®r p^{sz·Ï g~{ª^ik« 
^|i g~|®k{§~ª^ªsk« 
  
Chris Hani is remembered as the fearless guerrilla commander and 
revolutionary leader whose assassination changed the course of South 
African history. But behind the public icon was a son, husband, father, 
intellectual, mentor and friend whose life has never before been explored 
with such depth and intimacy. 
 

Drawing on years of research and extensive interviews with family 
members, comrades-in-arms and political contemporaries, acclaimed 
writer Zakes Mda offers the most complete portrait yet of one of South 
Africa’s most admired – and contested – freedom fighters. From Hani’s 
childhood in rural Cofimvaba and his political awakening, through 
military training in the Soviet Union, the Wankie Campaign, the 
underground struggle in Lesotho, the internal conflicts of the ANC in 
exile, and the negotiations that ended apartheid, this is both the story of 
an extraordinary individual and the history of a nation in struggle. 
 

Mda moves beyond myth to reveal the contradictions, sacrifices and 
relationships that shaped Hani’s life, exploring his unwavering 
commitment to justice alongside his devotion to his family and 
comrades. 
 

Richly researched and compellingly written, +6M7N 6"@7Ð " >74/ B4 
+BQM"5/ "@- +B?J"NN7B@ is a powerful biography of a 
revolutionary whose integrity, humanity and ideals continue to resonate 
in South Africa today. 
 
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
Zakes Mda is a South African, Lesotho and Appalachian American-
African writer, painter, and music composer. He holds an MFA (Theatre) 
and an MA (Telecommunications) from Ohio University, and a PhD from 
the University of Cape Town. There have been recent successful 
exhibitions of his work in the US and South Africa and his paintings are 
bought by collectors around the world. 
  
He has published more than twenty books, ten of which are novels and 
the rest collections of plays, poetry and a monograph on the theory and 
practice of theatre-for-development. He is Professor Emeritus of English 
at Ohio University, lecturer in Creative Writing at Johns Hopkins 
University and Extraordinary Professor of English at the University of the 
Western Cape. In South Africa he is a patron of the Market Theatre and 
director of the Southern African Multimedia AIDS Trust. 

Agent: Isobel Dixon 
 
Rights sold 
Southern Africa Penguin 

TPB: September 2026 
 
110,000 words 
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MEMOIR 

 

CHILDREN OF WAR 
Kate Thompson 

 

 N¯|i^· Ps{k« fk«®«kzzs|q ^¯®r~ª =^®k Pr~{§«~| ®kzz« ®rk 
k¶®ª^~ªis|^ª· «®~ªsk« ~p ®rªkk µ~{k| k´^g¯^®ki ^« ·~¯|q grsziªk| 
pª~{ µ^ªã®~ª| /¯ª~§k ®~ /|qz^|i ~| ®rk =s|ikª®ª^|«§~ª® 
  
December 2028 will mark 90 years since the founding of the 
Kindertransport, a unique humanitarian rescue operation to save 
children from Nazi-controlled territory. In all, the Kindertransport rescue 
operation brought around 10,000 children from Germany, Austria, 
Czechoslovakia and Poland to Great Britain. The vast majority of these 
children were Jewish.  
  
In +67>-M/@ B4 W"M, Kate weaves together the stories of three women 
– Gabriele, Ruth and Marianne – with the broader historical context of 
the Kindertransport initiative and the treatment of Jews in Europe. She 
asks: how far would you go to save your child? Could you send them to 
another country, into the arms of strangers, to keep them safe, knowing 
you might never seen them again? 
  
In some of the last living testimony from the time, Kate tells a tale of 
hardship, courage, unwavering parental love and the sacrifices people 
make in the face of conflict. This book will be dedicated to the thousands 
of parents who loved their children enough to let them go. 
  
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
Kate Thompson is a journalist and bestselling writer who lives with her 
family in London. Her most recent novels focus on remarkable libraries 
in wartime: P6/ N/+M/P NB+7/PY B4 >7*M"M7"@N was published in 
March 2026 by Hodder & Stoughton. 
  
Kate’s previous work of non-fiction, " ?BP6/MíN JMB?7N/, the memoir 
of Holocaust survivor Renee Salt, was a N¯|i^· Ps{k« bestseller in 
hardback and paperback. 
  
 

Agent: Kate Burke 
UK Editor: Robyn Drury 
US Editor: Sara Nelson 
 
Rights sold 
UKexCan Ebury 

HB: November 2027 
PB: Summer 2028 
Audio: November 2027 

US+Can HarperCollins 
HB: November 2027 
PB: Summer 2028 
Audio: November 2027 

 

Option publishers 
Finland Bazar 
Italy Newton Compton Editori 
Portugal Alma dos Livros 
Romania Ommium Publishing 
Spain Newton Compton 
Editores 
 
Proposal available 
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MEMOIR 

 

THE NEAR NORTH 
Ivan Vladislavic 

 

 6^¯|®s|q µ~ªy ^f~¯® fks|q ^ µªs®kª ^|i ^ µ^zykªÏ ®rk y|~µs|q ^|i 
¯|y|~µs|q ~p ^ g~{§zk¶ gs®· 
  
‘Mysterious, lyrical and wickedly funny… Ivan Vladislaviŏ is one of the 
most significant writers working in English today. Everyone should read 
him.’ – Katie Kitamura  
 
‘One of the best writers in the world… one of the great modern prose 
stylists.’ – Teju Cole  
 
‘Vladislaviŏ is among the top writers on the contemporary world stage.’ – 
Neel Mukherjee  
 
‘An elegant, gentle, bitter-sweet ramble through the streets of 
Johannesburg with the incomparable Vladislaviŏ.’ – Jonny Steinberg 
 
 
Johannesburg is one of the world's most chaotic cities, yet countless 
people thrive in its immense sprawl of manmade forest and towering 
boundary walls. In The Near North, Ivan Vladislaviŏ roams the streets of 
his home city, from the stony ridges of Kensington to the lush avenues of 
Houghton, meeting fellow wanderers and encountering traces of the 
turbulent past – aftermaths of political scandals, disappearing literary 
ghosts and reminders of loved ones lost. 
 
Intellectual fascination invariably gives way to hard reality. Even among 
life's greatest and most pleasurable moments, the spectre of violence 
threatens – and strikes. At turns both intimate and expansive, domestic 
and public, Vladislaviŏ's graceful narrative meditates on what it is to live 
in an unequal city in a divided world, asking the simple – perhaps 
unanswerable – question: what is it that holds it all together? 
 
Tranan in Sweden recently re-issued P6/ /XJ>B-/- V7/W (‘a startling 
collection’, @kµ Y~ªykª) and P6/ M/NP>/NN NQJ/M?"M=/P. Utopia 
Editore acquired Italian rights to P6/ -7NP"@+/ and P6/ /XJ>B-/- 
V7/W and there are recent deals for Ivan’s work in Spain, Turkey and 
Brazil.  
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª  
Award-winning, critically-acclaimed author of a prestigious body of 
literary work. Ivan lives in Johannesburg, where he is a Distinguished 
Professor in Creative Writing at the University of the Witwatersrand. He 
has won South Africa’s most prestigious prizes and was awarded the 
Windham Campbell Prize 2015. Ivan’s books have been translated into 
eight languages. 

Agent: Isobel Dixon 
UK Editor: Nick Mulgrew 
 
Rights sold 
UK & ROI Batis Books 

TPB: February 2027 
Southern Africa Picador 

TPB: March 2024 
 

Option publishers 
Brazil Editora Gargantua 
France Editions Zoe  
Italy Utopia Editore 
Spain Almuzara Libros 
Turkey Livera  
 
264 pages 
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TRUE CRIME 

 

THE STRANGE CASE OF 
CHRISTIANA EDMUNDS 

Bridget Walsh 

 

 " g~{§kzzs|q k¶§z~ª^®s~| ~p ^| k¶®ª^~ªis|^ª· ®ª¯k «®~ª· å 
~f«k««s~|Ï ikgk§®s~| ^|i ®ª^qsg ik^®r f· §~s«~|s|q s| P6/ 
NPM"@5/ +"N/ B4 +6M7NP7"@" /-?Q@-NÐ " Pª¯k Vsg®~ªs^| 
?¯ªikª N®~ª·  
  
Playing out in the late 1860s in the seaside town of Brighton, P6/ 
NPM"@5/ +"N/ B4 +6M7NP7"@" /-?Q@-N is a brilliant story for 
Bridget to tell, from her unique perspective – not only has she written 
captivating historical crime novels, her PhD was titled Domestic Murder 
in Nineteenth Century England!  
 
For many years she tried to write a novel about convicted murderer 
Christiana Edmunds, but the tale is so bizarre it defied fictionalisation. 
An unmarried woman in her forties, Christiana fell for her doctor and tried 
to kill his wife – with a strychnine-laced chocolate cream. When the wife 
fell ill, but did not die, the couple grew suspicious of their young lady 
friend and cut off all contact with her. In desperation, Christiana hatched 
an elaborate plot to pin the blame on a local sweetshop owner – with 
tragic consequences…  
  
Bridget possesses both deep contextual knowledge and a gift for 
connecting with a wide range of readers: she’ll work her deft investigative 
and descriptive magic with this dramatic case. It’s a story with bestseller 
potential, in the vein of Hallie Rubenhold’s THE FIVE and Kate 
Summerscale’s THE SUSPICIONS OF MR WHICHER. 
 
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
Bridget Walsh is the award-winning author of the fictional Variety Palace 
Mystery series has been highly praised on both sides of the Atlantic and 
recognised by prize juries – P6/ PQ?*>7@5 57M> won the Historical 
Writers’ Association (HWA) Debut Crown and was shortlisted for the 
Crime Writers’ Association (CWA) New Blood Dagger. P6/ 7@@B+/@PN 
was longlisted for the CWA Gold Dagger.  
 
Bridget Walsh was born in London to Irish immigrant parents. She 
studied English literature and was an English teacher for 23 years, before 
leaving the profession to pursue her writing. Bridget lives in Norwich with 
her husband, Micky, and her two dogs.  
 

Agent: Isobel Dixon 
 
Rights sold 
UKexCan On submission 
US+Can On submission 
 
 
Proposal available 
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HISTORY 

 

THE GRAMMAR OF ANGELS 
Edward Wilson-Lee 

 

 "ggz^s{ki rs«®~ªs^| µs®r ^ qsp® p~ª |^ªª^®s´k ~§k|« ¯§ ®rk zspk ~p 
^|~®rkª k¶®ª^~ªis|^ª· Mk|^s««^|gk gr^ª^g®kª p~ª ®~i^·í« ªk^ikª« 
   
‘In Wilson-Lee’s hands, the most abstruse subjects become not so much 
transparent as feverishly exciting… a joy to read.’ – The N¯|i^· Ps{k«  
 

‘Wilson-Lee paints a glorious portrait of the great 15th century prince of 
learning [and] performs without fail the sympathetic, translucent 
ventriloquism that sets apart the most absorbing biographies.’ – -^sz· 
Pkzkqª^§r  
 
P6/ 5M"??"M B4 "@5/>NÐ Prk >spk ~p ^ Mk|^s««^|gk Jª~isq·Ï ^|i 
6s« Nk^ªgr 4~ª " Jrsz~«~§r· ~p /´kª·®rs|q tells how Pico dedicated his 
short, brilliant life to finding a philosophy that would settle the most 
important questions about human existence. This philosophy would, he 
believed, provide tools by which man could transcend his mortal 
limitations and join the ranks of the angels. 
 
At the heart of Pico’s ideas were questions that he traced through the 
breadth and depth of human thought, from the ancient Greeks and 
Egyptians to the medieval Arabs and Jews. In 1486, when he was just 
twenty-three, he declared his intention to defend 900 theses on religion, 
philosophy, natural philosophy and magic against all comers and for 
which he wrote a speech that is often deemed the ‘manifesto of the 
Renaissance, even though the ideas it introduced were subject to an 
unprecedented ban by the Church. He died mysteriously aged only 
thirty-one. 
 
The implications of his thought were dangerous in the Europe of his day, 
suggesting as they did that the notion of the individual might be just as 
much of an illusion as a flat earth or a geocentric universe. Pico’s 
tempestuous life at the heart of the Renaissance was a testament to 
intellectual daring, to a human dignity founded in the willingness to think 
the unthinkable and to peer over the edge of the abyss in search of 
answers. 
 
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª  
Edward Wilson-Lee is a Fellow in English at Sidney Sussex College, 
Cambridge, where he teaches medieval and Renaissance literature. 
After growing up in Kenya and Switzerland, he went to university in 
London, New York, Oxford and Cambridge, living briefly in Mexico and 
New Orleans in between. His previous books N6"=/NJ/"M/ 7@ 
NW"67>7>"@- and P6/ +"P">B5Q/ B4 N67JWM/+=/- *BB=N are 
widely acclaimed, published in the UK and US, and translated into 11 
languages. The latest, " 67NPBMY B4 W"P/M, was shortlisted for the 
James Tait Black Prize for Biography 2023. He is writing a new book on 
a fascinating Renaissance subject. 

Agent: Isobel Dixon 
UK Editor: Arabella Pike 
US Editor: Jessica Case 
 
Rights sold 
UKexCan William Collins 

HB: January 2025 
PB: January 2026 
Audio: January 2025 

US+Can Pegasus Books 
HB: February 2027 
Audio: February 2027 

 
Italy Bollati Boringhieri 
Korea Kachi Publishing Co. 
Romania ART 
 

Option publishers 
Japan Kashiwashobo 
Russia Azbooka-Atticus 
Spain Ariel 
Ukraine Laboratory 
 
336 pages 
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LITERARY 

 

THE APARTMENT ON LEPKY 
STREET 

Victoria Amelina 

 

 Prª~¯qr ®rk «®~ª· ~p ~|k p^{sz· s| §~«®ãN~´sk® >´s´Ï P6/ 
"J"MP?/@P B@ >/J=Y NPM//P s« ®rk «®~ª· ~p ^ gs®· ^|i ^ |^®s~| 
qª^§§zs|q µs®r ®rk {k^|s|q ~p r~{kz^|i ^|i rs«®~ª·Ï |^ªª^®ki f· 
^| s|s{s®^fz· gr^ª{s|q ^f^|i~|ki i~q 
 
" ps|^zs«® p~ª ®rk /¯ª~§k^| Jªsºk p~ª >s®kª^®¯ªk ^|i ®rk >´s´ Q@/N+B +s®· 
~p >s®kª^®¯ªk Jªsºk 
 
By turns deeply poignant and charming, P6/ "J"MP?/@P B@ >/J=Y 
NPM//P tells the story of one family in post-Soviet Lviv through the eyes 
– and nose – of their adopted poodle, Dominicus, or Dom for short. 
 
Because it is hard, if not impossible, for the people to talk about the city’s 
complicated past and their own traumatic memories of Soviet and Nazi 
atrocities, it is Dom who accepts the challenge of picking up the traces 
of the family story and Ukrainian history. As Dom astutely observes the 
shifting world around him, he narrates a beguiling reflection on the 
nature of home, history and belonging in a country whose very identity is 
under constant threat. 
 
Also available: P/NP7?B@7/N (Ukraine: Old Lion Publishing; Croatia: 
PEN Croatia; Germany: Mauke; Poland: Borderlands; USA: HURI) is a 
poetry collection written in the aftermath of the 2022 Russian invasion 
of Ukraine and the last poem was completed just days before Victoria’s 
death in 2023. >BB=7@5 "P WB?/@ >BB=7@5 "P W"M (sold in twenty 
markets) is a deeply moving account of the 2022 Russian invasion of 
Ukraine, showing both the ravages of war and the cost of resistance 
Winner of the 2025 Orwell Prize for Political Writing and the Moore Prize 
for Human Rights Writing 2025. 
 
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
Victoria Amelina (1 January 1986 — 1 July 2023) was a Ukrainian 
novelist, essayist, poet, and human rights activist. In 2021 she founded 
a literary festival in the Donetsk region, Ukraine. Her honours include the 
Joseph Conrad Literary Award (2021) and the IPA Prix Voltaire Special 
Award (2024). 

Agent: Emma Shercliff, 
Laxfield Literary Associates 
UK Editor: Rosanna Forte 
 
Rights sold 
UKexCan Fontana 

HB: February 2027 
PB: February 2028 

 
Georgia Siesta Publishing 
Germany Verlag Friedrich Mauke 
Italy Guanda (pre-empt) 
Poland WrocƱawski Dom 
Literatury 
Spain Avizor Ediciones 
Sweden Ersatz  
Ukraine Old Lion Publishing 
House 
 
240 pages 
 
Translated into English by 
Dominique Hoffman.  
 
PEN Translates Award winner 
2026. 
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LITERARY 

 

T-HAPPINESS 
Artem Chapeye 

 

 " qk|ªk ikp·s|q |~´kz pª~{ ~|k ~p Qyª^s|kí« {~«® s{§~ª®^|® 
µªs®kª« 
  
ì+r^§k·k ªk§ªk«k|®« ^ {~ikª|ãi^· Qyª^s|s^| g~¯|®kª§^ª® ®~ gz^««sg 
"{kªsg^| µªs®kª« zsyk ?^ªy Pµ^s| ~ª BÎ 6k|ª·Ï g^§®¯ªs|q ®rk isq|s®· ^|i 
ªk«§kg® rs« gr^ª^g®kª« {sqr® |~® qk® f¯® |~|k®rkzk«« z~|q p~ª ^|i 
ik«kª´kÒí å =^®k P«¯ªy^|Ï >~« "|qkzk« Mk´skµ ~p *~~y«  
 
Victor is a loner. He walks the woods with his dog, avoids human-
catchers and struggles with his thinly controlled addiction to T-
Happiness, an escapist drug. Trigger Happy®, developed as a military 
technology to increase soldier performance and aggression and 
delivered via a virtual reality headset, can also be used to trigger 
fantasies and induce a state of ’T-Happiness'.  
 
The narration switches between the third person (pre-war), the second 
person (military experience), and the first person (triggered memories 
and fantasies), becoming more and more entwined over time until the 
perspectives blend into one. I/ you/he are presented with several choices 
throughout the novel. As Victor's grasp on reality becomes increasingly 
unstable, should he surrender to his fantasies, try to rebuild his family or 
join the resistance?  
  
Also available: P6/ Q=M"7@/ (Seven Stories Press, WEL 2023; Editions 
Bleu et Jaune, France; btb, Germany; N-Press, Slovakia; Books XXI, 
Ukraine), a stunning debut collection of fiction and creative nonfiction 
that conjures the essence of a beloved country; and P6/ W/"P6/M7@5 
(Books XXI, Ukraine 2021; Seven Stories, WEL 2026), a dystopian novel 
set in contemporary Ukraine and told in a style reminiscent of Emily St. 
John Mandel’s STATION ELEVEN. 
 
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
Artem was born in the Western Ukrainian city of Kolomyia and now lives 
in Kyiv. He is a five-time finalist of the BBC Book of the Year Award and 
his collection P6/ Q=M"7@/ was also a Finalist for the Lviv UNESCO City 
of Literature Prize (2018) and made the 2025 shortlist for the EBRD 
Literature Prize.  His work has been translated into seven languages, and 
has appeared in English in the Best European Fiction anthology and in 
publications such as the Refugees Worldwide anthology, commissioned 
by the International Literature Festival Berlin. His novel ?75M"@P was 
published in French in November 2021. 

Agent: Emma Shercliff, 
Laxfield Literary Associates 
 
Rights sold 
France Calmann-Lévy (pre-
empt) 
Ukraine Books XXI 
 
 

Option publishers 
WEL Seven Stories Press  
Denmark Jensen & Dalgaard 
Germany btb 
Holland Bezige Bij 
Italy Iperborea  
 
184 pages 
 
English translation available 
by Daisy Gibbons (13,000 
words) 
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LITERARY 

 

MY WOMEN 
Yuliia Iliukha  

English translation by Hanna Leliv 

 

 Qªqk|® ^|i §~sq|^|® «®~ªsk« ~p µ~{k| g~|pª~|®ki f· ®rk g~¯|®zk«« 
fª¯®^zs®sk« ~p µ^ª 
  
Ws||kª ~p ®rk À¾ÀÂ **+ *~~y ~p ®rk Yk^ª ÝQyª^s|kÞ 
4s|^zs«® p~ª ®rk "|qkz¯« +k|®ª^z /¯ª~§k^| >s®kª^®¯ªk "µ^ªi À¾ÀÄ 
 
‘Here is a book that makes music of conscience, that finds rhythm in a 
time of fear, that offers language in a silence after air raids and builds a 
raft of words to try to sail out of the bombed-out city.’ – Ilya Kaminsky 
 
‘A beautiful and necessary read.’ – Jacques Fux   
 
‘Through poetic vignettes narrated by anonymous women, Yuliia Iliukha 
creates a strikingly multi-faceted and intimate portrait of the experience 
of the full-scale Russian invasion of Ukraine… painfully rich in visceral 
and immediate detail.’ – Ainsley Morse 
  
?Y WB?/@ locates the voices and devastating experiences of those 
who have been silenced, those who have lost loved ones, those who have 
fought and persevered, and those who have broken down. Through 
poetic repetition, the nameless protagonists of ?Y WB?/@ bring 
succinct and emotionally charged stories that evoke life during war in 
Ukraine with an intensity that is at times excruciatingly difficult yet 
deeply moving.  
 
Also available: >/NNB@N B4 >BV/ "@- 6"P/ (USA: HURI), a collection 
of 60 poems about the feelings that the war forced Ukrainian women to 
live and rethink. Each poem represents an emotion experienced by a 
Ukrainian woman, told in a series of lessons – lessons of hope, fury, 
empathy, disobedience, powerlessness, reconciliation, escape, 
happiness – conveying life in war in all its manifestations as familiar 
emotions are experienced in a new way.  
 
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
Yuliia Iliukha is also the author of two novels, P6/ /"NP/M@ 
NY@-MB?/ and \/MBÏ two short story collections, P6/ N=Y 
+"P+6/MN and P/"+6 ?/ PB -M/"?, poetry collections and several 
books for children. Her poetry and prose have been translated into 
English, German, Italian, Polish, Swedish, Portuguese, French, Slovak, 
Lithuanian, Catalan and other languages. Iliukha is a recipient of 
numerous awards, including the International Ukrainian-German Oles 
Honchar Prize for Literature, the award from the International Literary 
Contest ‘Word Coronation 2018’, the 128 LIT International Chapbook 
Prize 2023 (USA), Rotahorn-Literaturpreis 2024 (Austria) and BBC Book 
of the Year 2024 (Ukraine). 

Agent: Emma Shercliff, 
Laxfield Literary Associates 
UK Editor: Susie Nicklin 
 
Rights sold 
UK+Can Indigo Press  

PB: March 2026 
USA 128 Lit 

PB: October 2024 
 
Finland Aula & Co | France 
Edition Des Femmes | Greece 
Vakxikon Publications | Holland 
Atlas Contact | Latvia Valters 
un Rapa | Lithuania Slinktys 
Poland KEW | Slovakia 
VydavateƯstvo MotýƯ μ Sweden 
Romanus & Selling | Spain La  
Tortuga Búlgara | Ukraine Bilka 
Books  
 
94 pages 
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LITERARY 

 

THIS MACHINE FEEDS 
Heather Parry 

 

 6k^®rkª k¶§z~ªk« ®rk i^|qkª« ~p g^§s®^zs«® g¯z®¯ªk ^|i ®rk {~ikª| 
µ~ªzi s| ®rs« ¯®®kªz· ¯|s©¯k g^¯®s~|^ª· ®^zk 
 
‘One of the most important new voices in fiction.’ – Alan Moore, author 
of WATCHMEN 
 
‘Dark and twisty, occasionally twisted, irreverent and unrelentingly 
playful... Heather Parry has an uncanny talent for peeling the lid off 
society to reveal the sinister mechanisms beneath. An important voice 
we should all be listening to.’ – Jan Carson, author of THE RAPTURES 
 
‘A work of serious political and ethical range that captures the 
vertiginous, unnerving feeling that comes with being alive now’ –  Keiran 
Goddard, author of I SEE BUILDINGS FALL LIKE LIGHTNING  
 
The book’s skeleton charts the ascendance of ‘Heather’, a performance 
artist of middling talent but flawless instincts for self-promotion. Her 
friends are worried about her and think she may be in mental decline. As 
she prepares a show that promises ultimate revelation, her sense of the 
real begins to disintegrate and she becomes an emblem of our times. 
 
The flesh, meat and gristle of P67N ?"+67@/ 4//-N are shaped 
through ten stories, each about a future that feels within humanity’s 
reach. A woman can’t leave her house under the punishing conditions of 
her rental contract; the USA reenacts the JFK assassination every year 
to sustain a proper memorial; a child and her father, unknown to each 
other, build a relationship with the same chatbot.  
 
Taking its reader on a cultural hell-ride, P67N ?"+67@/ 4//-N answers 
the question that howls in all of our chests: how can I be sane in insane 
times?  
 
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
Heather Parry is a short story writer, novelist and editor. Her work has 
appeared in publications including Prk N®s|qs|q 4z·, @kµ 5~®rsg Mk´skµ, 
Prk *k«® ~p *ªs®s«r 4^|®^«· À¾¿Æ ĉ À¾¿Ç, and @kµ Wªs®s|q Ng~®z^|i ÁÃ. 
Heather won the 2016 Bridge Award for an Emerging Writer, and was the 
recipient of the Cove Park 2017 Scottish Emerging Writer residency. She 
was a prize winner in the Mslexia Short Story Award 2018 and is a 2021 
Hawthornden Fellow. She lives in Glasgow and is a regular moderator at 
literary events, including the Edinburgh International Book Festival. 
 
Her debut novel BMJ6/QN *Q7>-N " 57M> (Pushkin) was published to 
great acclaim in 2022, and was followed by a short story collection P67N 
7N ?Y *B-YÏ 57V/@ 4BM YBQ (Haunt Publishing) in 2023.  Her latest 
novel, +"MM7B@ +MBW (Doubleday) was inspired by the true story of 
Blanche Monnier. 

Agent: Emma Shercliff, 
Laxfield Literary Associates 
UK Editor: Bobby Mostyn-Owen 
US Editor: Laura Macaulay 
 
Rights sold 
UKexCan Doubleday 

HB: February 2027 
PB: February 2028 

US + Can Pushkin Press 
PB: February 2027 

 
 

Option publishers 
Italy La Bottega dell’Invisibile 
 
 
240 pages 
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MUSIC 

 

TRASH 
Erol Alkan 

 

 W~ªziãªk|~µ|ki -< /ª~z "zy^| ®^yk« ¯« ~| ^ x~¯ª|k· s|®~ >~|i~| gz¯f 
|sqr® Pª^«r µrsgrÏ zsyk ®rk ^gsi r~¯«k k¶§z~«s~| ~p ®rk Æ¾«Ï fkg^{k ®rk 
p~g^z §~s|® ~p ^ |~¯qr®sk« «~|sg ªk´~z¯®s~| 
 
‘The best club in the world.’ – Prk 4^gk 
 
‘A disco that defined the era’s promiscuous relationship with guitar and 
dance music.’ – Prk 5¯^ªis^| 
 
There are few clubs which can rightfully claim to have changed the sonics 
of a generation. New York’s Studio 54, Manchester’s Hacienda, 
London’s Blitz. Trash is one of these clubs. 
 
Trash ran in London on Monday nights between 1997 – 2007. 
Soundtracked by a mix of indie, electro, post-punk, no wave and garage-
rock, it was a night which welcomed and harnessed a community rich in 
diversity and creativity. As well as legendary DJ sets, Trash hosted 
electric early live performances from artists including LCD Soundsystem, 
Bloc Party and Klaxons. 
 
Founder and Trash resident DJ Erol Alkan takes us on an unforgettable 
journey into that musical sanctuary. Via a mix of Alkan's recollections 
and archive alongside interviews with artists including James Murphy, 
Scissor Sisters, Justice, 2manydjs, Yeah Yeah Yeahs, Peaches and 
Gonzales, Alkan asks why and how a club like Trash happened when it 
did, what happened, and why something like this may never happen 
again. 
 
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
Erol Alkan is a DJ. He’s also a producer, musician, radio host, label head 
and collaborator. Some have labelled him a musical polymath, others 
have singled him out as one of most unique talents in electronic and 
alternative culture in recent decades. Founding the legendary, weekly 
Monday club TRASH in 1997 at the age of 23, Alkan served as both the 
promoter and resident DJ for exactly a decade until it bowed out at the 
height of its powers in 2007. Prk 4^gk called it ‘The greatest club in the 
world’ and in 2006, Erol was crowned Mixmag’s DJ of the Year. His 
exhaustive history reads almost like mythology; the shy school boy who 
snuck out of his bedroom window in the early 90s to play indie records to 
ruthlessly unforgiving crowds, and within a number of years ended up 
transforming the London club scene, bridging disparate scenes together 
with experimentation and abandon. He was born and still lives in North 
London. 

Agent: Becky Thomas, 
Lewinsohn Literary 
UK Editor: Dan Papps 
 
Rights sold 
UKexCan Faber & Faber 

HB: January 2027 
PB: January 2028 
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ASK ME WHAT I’M READING 
Eleanor Goymer 

 

 " «z~µãf¯ª| ª~{^|gk ^f~¯® gr^|gk k|g~¯|®kª«Ï ®rk z~´k ~p f~~y« 
^|i ®rk ©¯sk® ®rªszz ~p {kk®s|q «~{k~|k µr~ x¯«® qk®« s®ÎÎÎ 
  
  
Every morning, Sophie boards the same train.  
 
Every morning, she spots him – tall, unreadable, always with a novel in 
hand… often the same one she is reading. 
  
Soon, their commute becomes a silent exchange of titles, a game only 
they seem to be playing. But how long can a love story stay between the 
lines before someone dares to take it off the page… 
  
"N= ?/ W6"P 7í? M/"-7@5 is perfect for fans of ONE 
DAY and TALKING AT NIGHT. 
 
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
Eleanor Goymer is the author of P6/ 4">>*"+= and the romcom P6/ 
J>BP PW7NP. Born and raised in the UK, Eleanor now lives in the USA. Agent: Becky Thomas, 

Lewinsohn Literary 
 
Rights sold 
WEL HarperCollins 

PB: July 2026 
Audio: July 2026 
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LACK 
Cecilia Knapp 

 

 4ª~{ ®rk ^µ^ªiãµs||s|q §~k® g~{k« ^| k¶®ª^~ªis|^ª· |~´kz ^f~¯® 
qªskp ^|i {~®rkªr~~i 
  
‘Cecilia Knapp beautifully captures the experience of contemporary 
womanhood in this lyrical and insightful novel. A genuine triumph’ – Eliza 
Clark 
  
In the quiet, lonely hours of the middle of the night, a woman scrolls 
social media on her phone. Babies are everywhere. All her friends seem 
to have one. Her sweet partner Dan is desperate to start a family. The 
algorithm ladles out conception tips. The mummy bloggers are organised 
– but she is full of doubt. Besides, there’s something going wrong in her 
body. She can feel it. A pain. A constant dull ache she is too frightened 
to investigate. 
 
Her days pass unremarkably. She cycles to her job performing nullifying 
admin tasks at a start-up. She budgets her meagre salary and siphons 
most of it off to a faceless private landlord. She gets home and scrolls 
again. The news is bad and getting worse, pouring like slurry. And there 
is something darker, pulsing beneath the surface of her days, threatening 
to catch up with her – her past.   
  
Sitting alongside modern classics such as Lara Williams’ SUPPER CLUB, 
Megan Nolan’s ACTS OF DESPERATION and Ottesa Moshfegh’s MY 
YEAR OF REST AND RELAXATION, LACK showcases a maturity in 
Knapp’s poetic prose as her narrator inhabits her female body,  and 
social media and society’s expectations of it; exploring confounding 
truths about motherhood, motherlessness, class, consumable 
womanhood, self-worth and the lack thereof in intimate relationships.  
 
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
Cecilia Knapp is a poet and novelist and the Young People’s Laureate for 
London 2020/2021. She was shortlisted for the 2022 Forward prize for 
best single poem. She is the winner of the 2021 Ruth Rendell award and 
has been shortlisted for both the Rebecca Swift Women’s prize and the 
Outspoken poetry prize.  
 
Her debut poetry collection J/"+6 J75 was published by Corsair in 
2022 and was Prk Bf«kª´kª’s poetry book of the month for October. Her 
poems have appeared in V~q¯k, Prk 4s|^|gs^z Ps{k«, 5ª^|®^, Prk Wrs®k 
Mk´skµ, and are widely anthologised. Her debut novel >7PP>/ 
*BX/N was published by The Borough Press in 2022 and was longlisted 
for the 2023 Authors Club Best First Novel Award. She is an ambassador 
for the mental health charity CALM. 

Agent: Becky Thomas, 
Lewinsohn Literary 
 
Rights sold 
UK+Can Borough Press 

HB: May 2026 
PB: January 2027 
Audio: May 2026 
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CONTEMPORARY 

 

THE GUILT TRIP 
Joe Portman 

 

 "| ¯§zsp®s|qÏ z^¯qrã~¯®ãz~¯i p¯||· ªk^i §kªpkg® p~ª p^|« ~p -^´si 
@sgr~zz«Ï *k®r Bí>k^ª· ^|i ?^ªs^| =k·k« 
  
  
Things haven’t been easy for siblings Alix and Ed. 
 
Not since Ed lost his lifeguarding job and decided he wanted to be a 
Hollywood stunt man. Or since Alix gave up her career as a lawyer to look 
after their dad and realised her brother is her only friend. 
 
Things haven’t really been good since their mum – funny, distant, 
impossible Cat – walked out on them as teenagers, never to be heard 
from again. 
 
So, when a letter arrives asking them to visit her in Kent, before it is too 
late, the siblings wonder if there’s the smallest chance anything good 
might come of it: an explanation for why she left, a long-awaited apology, 
a house or a pile of cash to inherit. 
 
Unable to tell a small cow from a large pig, already missing real coffee 
and unsure if they can ever forgive the woman they used to call ‘mum’, 
Alix and Ed set off into the countryside – with no idea that this trip will 
make them question everything they know about themselves, their family 
and their lives in the city. 
 
Maybe they were never lost at all, just at a crossroads... 
 
 
"f~¯® ®rk "¯®r~ª 
Joe is the pen name for writer Tom Connolly, who has made award 
winning short films and spent twenty years directing commercials and 
music videos all over the world.  
 
In 2022, he published a work of commercial up-lit fiction under his pen 
name Joe Portman, N/J"M"P7B@ 4BM */57@@/MNÎ His works 
published as Tom Connolly include two literary novels, P6/ NJ7-/M 
PMQ+/N and ?/@ >7=/ "7M (2016), both published by Myriad. 
 
He is also the ghost-writer of *>BB-Y ?7@-/- (Bloomsbury, 2023), the 
autobiography of professional cyclist Alex Dowsett, as well as the 
upcoming memoirs of swimmer Mark Foster ?Y -BQ*>/ >74/ 
(Bloomsbury, 2026) and fashion designer Roland Mouret 7 "? MB>"@- 
?BQM/PÐ P6/ *QP+6/MíN *BY W6B -M/NN/- P6/ WBM>- 
(Quercus, 2026). 

Agent: Becky Thomas, 
Lewinsohn Literary 
UK Editor: Jessie Goetzinger 
 
Rights sold 
WEL Mountain Leopard Press 

HB: May 2027 
PB: May 2028 
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