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GILBERT ADAIR

Agent: Isobel Dixon &
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US Editor: Michael Coulter

Rights sold
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Translations Available
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THE DREAMERS
Gilbert Adair

A sensual, beguiling 60s Paris-set novella — and the basis of a cult-
classic film, directed by Bernardo Bertolucci — soon to be published in
the USA and adapted for the London stage for the very first time

‘This book is an authentic memoir, a disturbing autopsy on the killing of
hope... Adair is such a gifted European writer, so intelligent and so
stimulating, that reading him is pure pleasure.” — Daily Telegraph

Paris in the spring of 1968. The city is beginning to emerge from
hibernation and an obscure spirit of social and political renewal is in the
air. Yet Théo, his twin sister Isabelle and Matthew, an American student
they have befriended, think only of immersing themselves in another,
addictive form of hibernation: moviegoing at the Cinématheque
Francaise. Night after night, they take their place beside their fellow
cinephiles in the very front row of the stalls and feast insatiably off the
images that flicker across the vast white screen.

Denied their nightly ‘fix’ when the French government suddenly orders
the Cinémathéque’s closure, Théo, Isabelle and Matthew gradually
withdraw into a hermetically sealed universe of their own creation, an
airless universe of obsessive private games, ordeals, humiliations and
sexual jousting which finds them shedding their clothes and their
inhibitions with equal abandon: a vertiginous free fall interrupted only,
and tragically, when the real world outside their shuttered apartment
succeeds at last in encroaching on their delirium.

Sharing the queer passion, period detailing and sensual claustrophobia
of Yael van der Wouden’s Women's Prize-winning novel THE SAFEKEEP,
as well as the narrative invention and imagery of its French Romanticist
influences — most notably Cocteau’s LES ENFANTS TERRIBLES and
Alain-Fournier’s LE GRAND MEAULNES — THE DREAMERS is a book for
all times and generations.

About the Author

A cultural observer, journalist, broadcaster, critic, translator, screen-
writer and award-winning novelist, Gilbert Adair wrote regular columns
for The Sunday Times, Esquire, and Independent. He died in 2011.

His books have been published on both sides of the Atlantic and
translated into twenty languages. Amongst his finest achievements were
his novels THE DREAMERS, which Gilbert adapted himself for the
‘extraordinarily beautiful’ (Roger Ebert) 2003 film directed by Bernardo
Bertolucci, and LOVE AND DEATH ON LONG ISLAND (adapted for the
screen in 1997, starring John Hurt) as well as his translation of Georges
Perec’s LA DISPARATION, published in English under the title A VOID
and achieved, like the original text, without use of the letter ‘e’.
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UK Editor: Orla Schitzlein

Rights sold
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Audio: February 2027
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BITTER EDEN
Tatamkhulu Afrika

The hero title of Vintage Classics’ new Desire list, a masterpiece of love
and survival in Second World War POW camps — inspired by the
author’s own experiences

A Stonewall Honour Book 2015 and an NPR Best Book of 2014

‘BITTER EDEN'’s love is neither kind nor tame nor ever adorned... But
this book will haunt you, and stay with you, and won't ever let go.” —
André Aciman

‘This is a jewel of a tale — a vital and raw piece of the true human
experience — and it needs to never be forgotten.’” — Elizabeth Gilbert

‘One of those rare books that is both tender and tough ... it transcends
the specific and the historic.” — Christos Tsiolkas

Tom Smith has left the war far behind. He is married, in a content, if not
fully loving manner, leading a safe, comfortable, quiet life. Until, that is,
fifty years later, when two letters and a parcel arrive from England — from
him. Tom is plunged into his long-suppressed memories, decades back
to 1942, when, as a young South African soldier, he is captured at Tobruk
by Rommel’s forces and taken to a POW camp in Italy.

There Tom meets two men in and with whom he might find survival and
salvation. Douglas is adoring, resourceful, somewhat effeminate; Danny
is a bullish and abrasive former boxer. As hunger, degradation and
desperation take hold, and the men seek to adjust to this strange new
world they find themselves trapped in. It's a world governed by its own
laws of time, society, and ritual in which they make, break and remake
complex bonds and ask deeper questions of themselves and others than
they ever have before.

About the Author

Tatamkhulu Afrika was born in Egypt in 1920 of an Arab father and a
Turkish mother. He was brought to South Africa in 1923, orphaned, and
raised by Christian foster parents. At seventeen, his first novel BROKEN
EARTH was published but almost the entire print run was destroyed in
the Blitz. He served in North Africa in the Second World War, and
following the fall of Tobruk was captured. His experiences as a prisoner
of war are recalled in BITTER EDEN.

Tatamkhulu returned to South Africa in 1964, joining the African
National Congress party in the fight against apartheid. He began writing
again in his sixties, earning five major South African prizes and an All-
Africa Citation for his poetry. BITTER EDEN was first published when he
was eighty-two. He died in December 2002, shortly after its publication.
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AZZOPARDI

The Hiding Place

Agent: Juliet Pickering

Rights sold
UK & Can Picador / Audible
PB Reissue: October 2026

Translations Available
Catalan, Chinese, Dutch,
Finland, French, German,
Greek, Icelandic, Italian,
Japanese, Norwegian, Polish,
Russian, Serbian, Spanish,
Swedish, Turkish

304 pages

THE HIDING PLACE

Trezza Azzopardi

A deeply moving and intensely lyrical novel about love and betrayal,
newly republished in the Picador Collection, showcasing the best of
modern literature

Winner of the 2001 Geoffrey Faber Memorial Prize
Shortlisted for the 2001 Man Booker Prize

‘An extraordinarily instinctive writer with a delicate feel for language... A
scalding, thrilling book.” — Maggie O'Farrell

‘Azzopardi is an assured magician when it comes to tricks to keep the
readers turning the pages... An astonishingly accomplished book’ — The
Independent

Dolores is the youngest of six daughters. Growing up in the 1960s in
Cardiff's poverty-stricken Tiger Bay, her life is cursed from the start
when, on the day of her birth, her father gambles and loses everything on
a bet that Dolores will be a boy. As Dolores grows older, we see this
strange underworld through her eyes: Tiger Bay is a place of gaming
rooms and cafes, of crumbling houses and burning secrets, and for
Dolores and her sisters, their home is a dangerous place, filled equally by
fear and love.

Thirty years later, the estranged sisters return to Tiger Bay for their
mother’s funeral. It is a time of consolation, of memories and nightmares,
and a chance for Dolores to understand the tragedy that has shaped her
existence.

About the Author

Trezza Azzopardi was born and grew up in Cardiff. She has an MA in Film
Studies from The University of Derby, and in Creative Writing from the
University of East Anglia, where she now teaches.

Trezza has written four novels: her first, THE HIDING PLACE, won the
2001 Geoffrey Faber Memorial Prize and was shortlisted for the Booker
Prize; REMEMBER ME (2004) and WINTERTON BLUE (2007), were
both listed for the Wales Book of the Year.

She also writes short stories, which have been widely anthologized,
essays, and occasional pieces for radio. Her work has been translated
into twenty languages.



Agent: Isobel Dixon

Rights sold

UKexCan Atlantic Books
US Grove Atlantic
Canada HarperCollins
South Africa Picador SA
India Manijul

Slovenia Zalozba Goga

Translations Available
Dutch, French, Greek, Italian,
Lithuanian, Norwegian,
Spanish, Swedish, Romanian,
Taiwanese

256 pages

BITTER FRUIT

Achmat Dangor

A clear-eyed, witty, boisterous, yet deeply serious look at South Africa’s
political history and its damaging legacy in the lives of those who live
there

Shortlisted for the 2004 Booker Prize & the 2003 IMPAC Literary Prize
One of 100 Best Books 2004, Globe & Mail

‘A haunting story of a family disintegrating, wonderfully authentic... its
progress like slow dancing.” — Barbara Trapido, The Independent

‘The novel’s narrative drive is irresistible, its more harrowing scenes
offset by fearless satire and rich sensuality.” — Hephzibah Anderson, The
Observer

The last time Silas Ali encountered Lieutenant Du Boise, Silas was locked
in the back of a police van and the lieutenant was conducting a vicious
assault on his wife, Lydia, in revenge for her husband’s participation in
Nelson Mandela’s African National Congress. When Silas sees him by
chance, twenty years later, as the Truth and Reconciliation Commission
is about to deliver its report, crimes from the past erupt into the present,
splintering the Alis’ fragile peace of mind. Meanwhile Silas and Lydia’s
son, Mikey, a thoroughly contemporary young hip-hop lothario, contends
in unforeseen ways with his parents’ pasts.

A harrowing tale of a brittle family on the crossroads of history and a
fearless skewering of the pieties of revolutionary movements, BITTER
FRUIT is a cautionary tale of how we do, or do not, address the past’s
deepest wounds.

About the Author

Achmat Dangor (1948-2020) was an acclaimed writer and prominent
activist, and a founding member of the Congress of South African
Writers. He was a tireless campaigner for social justice, and over the
years he headed up various non-governmental organisations, including
the Nelson Mandela Children's Fund and the Nelson Mandela
Foundation. He was also the Southern Africa Representative for the Ford
Foundation. In 2015 he was given a Lifetime Achievement Award by the
South African Literary Awards (SALA).

He was the author of poetry collections, a play MAJIET, short story
collections WAITING FOR LEILA and STRANGE PILGRIMAGES, and the
novels THE Z TOWN TRILOGY, KAFKA’S CURSE (winner of the Herman
Charles Bosman Prize), DIKELEDI and the widely acclaimed BITTER
FRUIT.
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Agent: Isobel Dixon &

Finlay Charlesworth

UK Editor: Ellah Wakatama
US Editor: Sally Welch

Rights sold
UKexCan Canongate

PB: March 2028
US & Can University of Ohio Press

Italy Marotta & Cafiero Editori
Spain Baile Del Sol

Translations Available
Arabic, French, Norwegian

194 pages

THIRTEEN CENTS
K. Sello Duiker

OLIVER TWIST meets A LITTLE LIFE on the streets of Cape Town: an
acclaimed and extensively studied landmark in South African literature

Soon to be republished on Canongate’s classic Canons list
Winner of the Commonwealth Writer’s Prize for Best First Book

‘Intense and devastating... this novel scratches at the veneer of one of
the most beautiful places in the world and makes space for the forgotten
and overlooked who reside there.” — Lauren Francis-Sharma, LitHub

‘My name is Azure. Ah-zoo-ray. That’s how you say it. My mother gave me
that name. It’s the only thing | have left from her.’

Azure, a twelve-year-old living on the streets of Cape Town, aspires to a
life of safety and justice — a life left cruelly out of reach. At the mercy of
pimps, gangsters, and the apathetic masses of a gentrifying Cape Town,
Azure must somehow find a way to become a man in a brutal place of
dislocation, disillusionment and uncertainty.

With knowing nods to Ben Okri’'s THE FAMISHED ROAD and Harper
Lee’s TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD, THIRTEEN CENTS is an eviscerating
look at coming-of-age in beautiful, treacherous, ever-shifting post-
Apartheid South Africa.

About the Author

K. Sello Duiker (1974-2005) grew up in Soweto and, later, East London,
South Africa. After graduating from Rhodes University, he moved to Cape
Town, where he found his writing voice. Sello always said that his mother,
an insatiable reader, inspired his decision to become a writer.

His first novel, THIRTEEN CENTS, was awarded the 2001
Commonwealth Writer's Prize for Best First Book, Africa Region.
Published the same year, THE QUIET VIOLENCE OF DREAMS was
awarded the 2001 Herman Charles Bosman Prize for English Literature.
His third and final book, THE HIDDEN STAR, a novel for children, was
published posthumously by Penguin South Africa’s Umuzi Imprint in
2006, and by Nigeria’s Cassava Republic.

Each exceptional on their own merit, Sello’s works have become
considered landmark texts in the evolution of Post-Apartheid writing,
Queer South African writing, and literature on mental health. Sello and
his works are the subject of extensive, global academic attention. His
work has been published in the US, ltaly, France, Norway, Egypt,
Holland, Germany and Nigeria, and all three of his novels have previously
been optioned for film and television.
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Rights sold
WEL HarperCollins

Czechia Brana
Germany Dotbooks

Translations Available
Brazilian, Danish, Dutch,
Estonian, Finnish, French,
Hebrew, Italian, Norwegian,
Romanian, Russian, Swedish,
Turkish

848 pages

LADY OF HAY

Barbara Erskine

Hugely influential and continuously popular, Barbara Erkine’s timeslip
masterpiece LADY OF HAY celebrated its 40t year in print in 2026

‘Will thrill, enchant and intrigue those who love history and the
supernatural. Barbara Erskine’s grasp of time, place and atmosphere is
second to none, the storytelling a masterpiece.” — Alison Weir

‘Barbara Erskine is one of my favourite writers. | devour her books with
unbridled pleasure, and wonder, because she takes me to places in the
past | never knew existed and brings them to life so deftly... She’s simply
unputdownable!” — Santa Montefiore

A story spanning centuries. A long-awaited revenge...

In London, journalist Jo Clifford plans to debunk the belief in past-lives in
a hard-hitting magazine piece. But her scepticism is shaken when a
hypnotist forces her to relive the experiences of Matilda, Lady of Hay, a
noblewoman during the reign of King John.

She learns of Matilda’s unhappy marriage, her love for the handsome
Richard de Clare, and the brutal death threats handed out by King John,
before it becomes clear that Jo’s past and present are inevitably
entwined. She realises that eight hundred years on, Matilda’s story of
secret passion and unspeakable treachery is about to repeat itself...

Barbara is currently writing the long-awaited sequel to LADY OF HAY
which HarperCollins will publish in 2028.

About the Author

Historian and novelist Barbara Erskine was the first writer to become a
major bestseller with dual-time-period novels. Her debut, LADY OF HAY,
catapulted her to international success in June 1986. Often imitated,
never equalled, Barbara’s work is published all around the world in 27
languages. Her books are regular Sunday Times bestsellers in both
hardback and paperback, with millions of copies sold. Barbara lives in
an old police station in Hay-on-Wye, the setting of LADY OF HAY and
SLEEPER’S CASTLE. Her 21t novel, THE VALLEY OF RAVENS, was
published by HarperCollins in July 2026.
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Agent: Juliet Pickering

UK Editor: Nick Skidmore
US Editor: Sarah McEachern

Rights sold

UKexCan Vintage Classics
US&Can Dalkey Archive
Essentials

France Cambourakis
Translations Available
Dutch, German, ltalian,

Slovenian

240 pages

THE TRICK IS TO KEEP BREATHING
Janice Galloway

A core part of the Scottish literary canon, a biting, darkly humorous and
devastating portrait of loss — recognised as a classic by both UK and US
publishers

Winner of Allen Lane/MIND Book of the Year

BBC’s World Book Club Pick (July 2014)

Winner of Scottish Arts Council Book Award

One of Publishing Scotland’s 50 Books for 50 Years
Shortlisted for Whitbread First Novel

Shortlisted for Scottish First Book

‘I wish everyone would read THE TRICK IS TO KEEP BREATHING by
Janice Galloway. Galloway writes with an unflinching intimacy in this tale
of a woman mourning the death of her married lover.” — Douglas Stuart

‘This is like a Scottish CATCHER IN THE RYE. You actually feel you're
inside this woman'’s head, it is that visceral.” — Alan Cumming

‘A totally authentic portrayal of both the numbness and the frantic
overthinking when you’re going through grief. There are lots of
unconventional elements — the pages peppered with obsessive lists,
different fonts, italicised shards of memory, commercial slogans, trash
mag gossip and horoscopes — but it never feels heavy-handed. It
brilliantly, agonisingly captures the indifference of a modern world eating
up Joy as she struggles to cope with the loss of her partner.” — Richard
Milward, The New Statesman

‘A very funny and sad novel.” — Penelope Fitzgerald, Sunday Times

From the corner of a darkened room Joy Stone watches herself. As
memories of the deaths of her lover and mother surface unbidden, life
for Joy narrows — to negotiating each day, each encounter, each second;
to finding the trick to keep living. Told with shattering clarity and wry wit,
this is a Scottish classic fit for our time.

About the Author

Janice Gallowaywas born in Ayrshire, Scotland, in 1955. Her first
novel, THE TRICK IS TO KEEP BREATHING, was initially published by
Polygon in 1989 and has been continuously in print ever since. She is
also the author of three short story collections, WHERE YOU FIND IT,
BLOOD and JELLYFISH, two further novels, CLARA and FOREIGN
PARTS, and two acclaimed volumes of memoir, THIS IS NOT ABOUT ME
and ALL MADE UP. In 2023, Janice was elected a Fellow of The Royal
Society of Literature.
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Agent: Isobel Dixon

Rights sold

USA Picador

South Africa Oxford University
Press

Estonia Loomingu
Raamatukogu
Turkish Ayrinti

Option Publishers
Brazil Cosac Edicoes

Translations Available
Dutch, Italian, Korean,
Norwegian, Serbian, Slovenian
Spanish

212 pages

WAYS OF DYING
Zakes Mda

Elegant, moving, and completely unique, WAYS OF DYING is a novel of
grief and healing by one of South Africa’s most beloved polymaths,
Zakes Mda

Winner of the M-Net Award for best novel

Winner of the Olive Schreiner prize

Special mention, the CNA Award for best novel

Honourable Mention, the Noma Award for Best Book in Africa

‘Reflecting the startling contrasts in such a world, tender humour and
brutal violence vie with each other in Mda’s pages, as do vibrant life and
sudden death. The struggle between them creates an energetic and
refreshing literature for a country still coming to terms with both the new
and the old.” — New York Times

‘Once you have finished WAYS OF DYING, you won't know whether you
read the novel or dreamt it... Mda’s novel, with its jewel-like moments of
pure imagination, its gentle upward narrative structure and its repertoire
of distinct, intricately carved characters whose lives mean much more
than their deaths, bears out this paradox.” — Sunday Independent

Toloki is a “professional mourner” in a vast and violent city of the new
South Africa. Day after day he attends funerals in the townships, dressed
with dignity in a threadbare suit, cape, and battered top hat, to comfort
the grieving families of the victims of the city's crime, racial hatred, and
crippling poverty. At a Christmas day funeral for a young boy Toloki is
reunited with Noria, a woman from his village. Together they help each
other to heal the past, and as their story interweaves with those of their
acquaintances this elegant short novel provides a magical and painful
picture of modern South Africa.

About the Author

Zakes Mda is a South African, Lesotho and Appalachian American-
African writer, painter, and music composer. He holds an MFA (Theatre)
and an MA (Telecommunications) from Ohio University, and a PhD from
the University of Cape Town. There have been recent successful
exhibitions of his work in the US and South Africa and his paintings are
bought by collectors around the world.

He has published more than twenty books, ten of which are novels and
the rest collections of plays, poetry and a monograph on the theory and
practice of theatre-for-development. He is Professor Emeritus of English
at Ohio University, lecturer in Creative Writing at Johns Hopkins
University and Extraordinary Professor of English at the University of the
Western Cape. In South Africa he is a patron of the Market Theatre and
director of the Southern African Multimedia AIDS Trust.
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Agent: Isobel Dixon

Rights sold
UK & Can Vintage
USA Grove Atlantic

Russia Azbooka
Turkish Alfa

Translations Available
Bulgarian, Chinese Complex,
Croatian, Czech, Danish,
Dutch, Estonian, German,
Finnish, French, Hungarian,
Icelandic, Hebrew, Italian,
Japanese, Korean, Polish,
Romanian, Serbian, Spanish,
Swedish

540 pages
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LEMPRIERE’S DICTIONARY

Lawrence Norfolk

A rich and deeply researched historical novel to which few compare —
an epic feat of scholarship and storytelling

Winner of the 1992 Somerset Maugham Award for Literature
Shortlisted for the Aer Lingus International Fiction Award
Selected as a New York Times Notable Book of the Year

‘Lawrence Norfolk is a genius.” — Louis de Bernieres

‘A love story, and a story of fantastic adventure, it is also a hugely comic
novel... immense verve and brilliance... leaves Baron Munchausen for
dead.” — Sunday Times

‘A first novel of Victorian proportions, swollen with scholarship and rich
with Dickensian subplots. It marks an astonishing debut.” — Telegraph

As the seventeenth century opens, a band of venturers forms the
Honourable Company of Merchants trading from England to the East
Indies. In France, the siege of La Rochelle ends with the massacre of
thirty thousand men, women and children. Almost two centuries later, in
1788, John Lempriére published his classical dictionary. This much is
fact. Lawrence Norfolk tells us how the first two events led, inescapably,
to the third.

This amazing tale encompasses the Great Voyages of Discovery and
multinational financial conspiracies, and leads a motley cast of scholars
and eccentrics, drunk aristocrats and whores, assassins and
octogenarian pirates through two centuries and three continents to the
brink of the French Revolution.

John Lempriére reluctantly enters this world as an introverted scholar,
obsessed by the myths of antiquity. At the end of this astonishing story
he understands that it takes far more than learning to lay the ghosts of
the past to rest.

About the Author

Lawrence Norfolk is the best-selling author of four literary historical
novels which have been translated into 24 languages. He is the winner of
the Somerset Maugham Award and the Budapest Festival Prize for
Literature and his work has been short-listed for the Impac Prize, the
James Tait Black Memorial Award and the Wingate/Jewish Quarterly
Prize for Literature. In 1992 he was listed as one of Granta’s 20 ‘Best of
Young British Writers’. His journalism and reviews have appeared in
newspapers and magazines throughout Europe and America.
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Agent: Isobel Dixon
UK Editor: Liz Foley

Rights sold

UK & Can Vintage / WF Howes
USA Harcourt Brace

Film & TV Under Option

China Shanghai Elegant People
France Payot & Rivages
Macedonia Vig Zenica

Russia Text

Ukraine Astrolabe

Translations Available
Albanian, Brazilian, Bulgarian,
Croatian, Czech, Danish,
Dutch, Estonian, German,
Greek, Hungarian, Hebrew,
Italian, Latvian, Lithuanian,
Norwegian, Polish,
Portuguese, Romanian,
Serbian, Spanish, Swedish,
Taiwanese, Turkish

448 pages

STAR OF THE SEA

Joseph O’Connor

A gripping and genre-defying classic charting the voyage of a ship
fleeing 19*" Century Ireland from famine and dark forces they might not
be able to leave behind

Winner of the Irish Post Award for Literature 2004

Winner of the Prix Litteraire European Madeleine Zepter Award for best
European Novel of Year

Winner of the Acerbi Foundation Award Prize, Italy 2003

Winner of the Prix Millepages award 2003

Winner of the American Library Association Award

Winner of the Hennessy/Sunday Tribune ‘Hall of Fame’ Award 2003

‘A breathtakingly daring and inventive novel.” — Maggie O’Farrell

‘O’Connor mixes gothic and picaresque, history and biography, thriller
and adventure story, to recreate all the sprawling diversity of high-
Victorian fiction. .. With this stunningly accomplished novel, Irish fiction,
for so long a prisoner of the present, breaks out into a richer, stranger
country.” — Terry Eagleton, The Guardian

In the bitter winter of 1847, from an Ireland torn by injustice and natural
disaster, the Star of the Sea sets sail for New York.

On board are hundreds of fleeing refugees. Among them are a
maidservant with a devastating secret, bankrupt Lord Merridith and his
family, an aspiring novelist and a maker of revolutionary ballads, all
braving the Atlantic in search of a new home. Each is connected more
deeply than they can possibly know.

But a camouflaged killer is stalking the decks, hungry for the vengeance
that will bring absolution.

About the Author

Joseph O’Connor was born in Dublin. His books include GHOST LIGHT
(Dublin One City One Book Novel 2011), SHADOWPLAY (Irish Book
Awards Novel of the Year, Costa Novel of the Year shortlist) and his Rome
Escape Line Trilogy novels, MY FATHER’S HOUSE, THE GHOSTS OF
ROME (Irish Book Awards Book of the Year) and THE CITY OF ECHOES.
His fiction has been translated into forty languages. He received the
2012 Irish PEN Award for Outstanding Contribution to Literature and in
2014 he was appointed Frank McCourt Professor of Creative Writing at
the University of Limerick.
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THE MERMAID OF BLACK CONCH
Monique Roffey

A entrancing story of love and trust, family and friendship — now sold in
fifteen translations

Winner Costa Book of the Year & Novel Prize 2020
Shortlisted for the Rathbones Folio Prize 2021

Shortlisted for the Goldsmiths Prize 2020

Shortlisted for the Books Are My Bag Breakout Author Prize
Longlisted Republic of Consciousness Prize 2021

Longlisted for the OCM Bocas Prize for Caribbean Literature
Longlisted for the Orwell Prize for Political Fiction 2021
Longlisted for the RSL Ondaatje Prize 2021

‘Monique Roffey is a unique talent, the most daring and versatile of
writers.” — Bernardine Evaristo

‘A reading experience as captivating as a tropical storm. Full-throated
and mesmerizing’ — C. Pam Zhang

‘A daring, mesmerising novel that continually unseats expectation.” —
Maggie O’Farrell

‘Brilliant mythmaking; powerful storytelling.” — Clare Chambers

This is the story of a love affair, a complex island community and the
great wide sea.

On a quiet day, near the Caribbean island of Black Conch, a mermaid
raises her barnacled head from the flat grey sea. She is attracted by
David, a fisherman waiting for a catch, singing to himself with his guitar.
Aycayia the mermaid has been living in the vast ocean all alone for
centuries.

When Aycayia is caught and dragged ashore by American tourists, David
rescues her with the aim of putting her back in the ocean. But it is soon
clear that the mermaid is already transforming into a woman. As their
love grows, they discover that the world around them is changing — and
they cannot escape the curse for ever...

About the Author

Monique Roffey is an award-winning novelist. HOUSE OF ASHES
(Scribner UK) was shortlisted for the Costa and the BOCAS Prize.
ARCHIPELAGO, winner of the OCM BOCAS prize for Caribbean
Literature, was published by Scribner in the UK, Viking in the US, and
translated into several languages. Her second novel THE WHITE
WOMAN ON THE GREEN BICYCLE was shortlisted for the Orange Prize
and the Encore Prize, among other accolades.

14



“l was immediately mesmerized .. . as brilliant as it is haunting.”
—TONI MORRISON
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AGAAT

Marlene van Niekerk

A landmark work of work literature, beloved by the late Toni Morrison
among many others, noted for its innovative form and intimate, epic
telling of the changing eras in South Africa

Winner of the South African Sunday Times Literary Prize, the Hertzog
Prize, the University of Johannesburg Prize, the M-Net Award and the
W.A. Hofmeyr Award

Finalist for the 2015 Man Booker International Prize

‘It is so beautifully written, so interesting in its architecture, which is
where reading really lives. It was fully imagined...This is absolutely the
most extraordinary book I've read in a long time. You must read it." —
Toni Morrison, The PEN Blog

‘The author of two immense masterpieces... Van Niekerk’s vision is
ambitious, uncompromising and irrefutable. The bold experimentalism
of her Afrikaans takes the reader deep inside the contortions of the
apartheid psyche and asks whether some historical hurts and hatreds
can ever be entirely erased.” — Judges citation, Booker International
Prize

‘A magisterial novel by perhaps the foremost living novelist in
Afrikaans... this book could be the closest anyone has come to
producing the Great South African Novel.” — S.J. Naudé, Electric
Literature

Milla, condemned to silence by a creeping paralysis, struggles to
communicate with her maidservant and now nurse, Agaat. Proud,
contrary, secretly affectionate, the two women, mistress and servant, are
a perfect match. Life for white farmers in 1950s South Africa was full of
promise — young and newly married, Milla would raise children and
create her own farm out of a swathe of Cape mountainside.

Forty years later her family has fallen apart, the country she knew is on
the brink of huge change and all she has left are memories. And Agaat,
who has been on the farm since childhood — once a treasured adopted
child, then cast out to be just a servant. But as Milla’s old white world and
its certainties recede, her guardian at last faces the prospect of freedom.

About the Author

Marlene van Niekerk was born near Caledon in South Africa’s Western
Cape. She writes in Afrikaans and is best known for the novels TRIOMF
and AGAAT, which won seven literary awards in South Africa.

She has also published several volumes of poetry and a number of short
story collections. She currently resides in the Netherlands.
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